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ACT |

SCENE 1

Li ghts cone up on a bl ank
stage. A young child sits
center. Agirl with colored
streaks in her hair enters
stage right. She addresses
t he audi ence.

JACKI E
Hey. |'m Jackie. You' re about to watch a play about an idiot who
t hought he could change the world. Oh, and it's not this Kkid.
He's actually not even a main character, which is stupid cause
he's the first one you see. Wiy? | don't know, | didn't wite
this stupid play.

Alittle girl skips onstage.
She wears her hair in a
ponytail and carries a
pl ush pony toy.

PONY
Come on Priscilla, we gotta go to the supermarket and buy you
sone apples and sone oranges and sone green stuff and sone dog
food so's you won't starve.

JACKI E
Hey! Do you m nd?
PONY
Aw shucks Priscilla. It's the grunpy grocery girl again.
JACKI E
I"'mtrying to narrate here. Go play grocery store sonewhere el se.
PONY
| know We'll play a game with her! Then she won't be such a
grunpy gus!
(She tucks her pony under
her arm closes her fists
and offers themto Jackie.)
Pi ck one!
JACKI E
"' m not picking one.
PONY
Aw conme on! It'll only take a sec!
JACKI E

You don't have anything in your hands.
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PONY

( Si ngi nQg)
Yes | dooooo00000!

Jacki e chooses a hand.
Pony opens it to reveal,
shocki ngly, nothing at
al | .

PONY
Yay! You w n!

JACKI E
s the prize you | eaving ne al one?

PONY
Nope. You win a big huggy wiggy!

She grabs Jackie and gi ves
her the biggest hug her
little body can nuster.

JACKI E
(To Audi ence)
Just try to ignore her. She'll go away eventually. Anyway, back
to the kid. The reason he's even wasting your timne-
PONY
Hey I'mnot wasting their time. |'mfun.
JACKI E

Not you. The other kid.

Pony spi es the unhappy
chil d.

PONY
Aw he | ooks so sad.

JACKI E
Yeah it's a Shakespearean tragedy. This kid is directly
responsi ble for ny friend s del usion of grandeur, which for you
hi gh school drop-outs out there neans freaking stupid idea.

A young man wal ks onst age.

JACKI E
There's ny friend now Paul. Seens |ike a normal guy right?
Just wait...

Suddenly, just as Jackie

had forewarned, Paul bursts
out into a dance routine.
And not a very good one.
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PONY
Hee hee! He's being so silly Priscilla.
JACKI E
See, Paul has this...talent. | mean | wouldn't call it that, but

ever since he performed in our high school's production of Friday
Ni ght Frenzy there was no convincing him M and Paul net when
we were kids in Sunday school and becane pretty nuch inseparable.
You | ook confused. Wy would a cynical smart nouth |ike nme wanna
hang out with a dork like hin? 1It's easy. He nmakes ne | augh.

PONY
Hee hee! Me too!

Jacki e and Pony renove
t hensel ves fromthe scene.
Paul , satisfied with his
| at est performance,
continues on his way, but
st ops when he cones across
t he unhappy child.

PAUL
Well you don't | ook very happy.

Bl LLY
It's cause |' m not.

Paul decides to sit next

to him
PAUL
VWat's wong, little “boy/"girl?
BILLY
|"'mnot little, 1"'monly seven and | haven't hit my growth spurt
yet .
PAUL
Oh, sorry. Well what's wong... “Boy/*"Grl?
JACKI E
God, this witing sucks.
PONY
Nuh uh! I think it's good. It's got drama, and suspense, and a
bunch of other stuff | don't know nothin' about.
BILLY
|"mnot really supposed to be talking to you. You're a stranger
PAUL
Vell if I tell you ny nane and sonet hing about ne, it doesn't

make ne a stranger anynore.
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BILLY
Guess that nmakes sense.
PAUL
G eat!
(Paul eagerly extends his
hand. )
Hello! My nanme is Paul and | |ove hel ping people.
BILLY
My nane's Billy and | suck at everyt hing.
PAUL
Oh, I"'msure that's not true.
BILLY
No it is true. | suck at sports. | suck at video ganes. | can't
even ride ny bike.
PAUL
Hm with or without training wheel s?
BILLY
W t hout .
PAUL
Oh yeah, that's rough
BILLY

Al the kids at school neke fun of nme. And if | were them [|'d
make fun of ne too.

PAUL
| know what you nean Billy. Wen | was your age, | wasn't really
good at anything either. Well except nunbers. | sure knew ny way

around a math book. Although kids that age don't think it's cool
to know how to solve first order linear matrix differential
equat i ons.

BI LLY
What did you do about it?

PAUL
Cried nostly. Usually into a pillow so no one could hear how
pathetic | was.

Billy slunps over in
depr essi on.

PAUL
| have an i dea.

Paul rises and clears
himself fromBilly. He
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| oners his head as he takes
a nonment to prepare for

hi s next performance. He
then junps into the skin

of Manny Rocko and perforns
the chorus of "Slick
Thunder" (to the tune of
"Greased Lightning.)

PAUL
G Slick Thunder, you're tearin' up the concrete track. Slick
thunder! Go Slick Thunder! Go Slick Thunder, you're blitzin' to
the front of the pack. Slick Thunder! Go Slick Thunder! You've
got the boom the chicks'Il swoon for Slick Thunder!

Billy smles.

BI LLY
Hahaha, that was pretty cool

PAUL
Yeah |'ve got the hip action nailed down pretty good.

(Sighs.)

"Slick", what a classic! |I renmenber when | first discovered the
magi ¢ of nusical theater back in high school. Singing "Friday
Ni ght Frenzy" in bell bottonms never felt so right. | finally
found ny talent. | becane obsessed with nusicals, and | nade it

my mssion to learn every classic that ever hit the Broadway stage.
Paj ama G nm ck, Hug Me Heat her, Book of Scientology, | know them
all by heart.

BI LLY
That's so cool

PAUL
Thanks Billy.

BI LLY

You're kinda |like a super hero or sonethin'!

PAUL
(Modest | y)
VWhat? No |'m not a super hero. Hahaha, that's crazy! Don't be
ridi-

Billy and Paul freeze in
pl ace as Jacki e steps back
into focus.

JACKI E
Oh kid. If only you knew what nonster you just unleashed. See
what little Billy didn't know was that once you plant an idea in
Paul 's head, no matter how stupid it is, he becones obsessed with
( MORE)
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JACKI E ( CONT' D)
it. Like this one tinme | told himhe kinda resenbled a young
WIlliam Shat ner. For the next week, he wouldn't talk to nme unless
| addressed himas Captain Kirk.

PONY
VWho's WIIliam Shat ner?

JACKI E
Anyway, the idea of becomi ng a super hero was |like the holy grai
of stupid ideas, which of course would be right up Paul's alley.

Billy and Paul unfreeze.
PAUL

-cul ous. You kids and your inmagina-
(Light bulb.)

Hold on. | just had a crazy idea. What if |I becane a superhero?
BI LLY
But that's what |-
PAUL
Yes yes, it makes so nuch sense! | should be a superhero!
BI LLY
Yeah, but-
PAUL

Al the signs point toit. This is ny destiny. | knew there had
to be a reason | was nocked and ridicul ed throughout ny life only
to discover ny incredible ability. | nean, that's how all heroes
start out right? M sunderstood, yet gifted!

BI LLY
Qoo! Can | be your sidekick?
PAUL
(Laughs)
Oh Billy. Sweet little Billy. Soneday when you hit that growh
spurt and di scover your own uni que powers, we'll discuss it over

an ice cold Coca-Cola. But for now you need to | eave the crine
fighting to the adults. It's dangerous out there Billy. Villains
and crooks lurk in every dark nook and cranny. But there won't be
enough cranni es and nooks for villains and crooks to craminto to

escape fromthe spotlight of justice that is... That is..
BILLY
You don't have a nane yet, do you?
PAUL
Well, no. But you can't rush these things Billy. A hero's nane
is everything. And when | discover mne it'll be a noniker to

r enenber.
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BI LLY
Cool! So could you get all the kids at school to stop picking on-

PAUL

Can't talk nowBilly. Tine is of the essence, and evil does not
sleep. Wll this is one hero that's going to enforce a curfew.
' m of f!

(He starts to run off, but

just before he gets out of

sight...)
And should you ever need ne, all you have to do is... Yell..
Real 'y | oud.

Paul exits. Billy shrugs
hi s shoul ders and wal ks

of f.
JACKI E
(To Audi ence)
See what | mean? Stupid.
PONY
He is not stupid! He's dreany...
JACKI E
Paul ? Dreany? Ha! Don't make ne laugh. | nean |look at his face,
it's... He's got big ears. It's really distracting.
PONY
What's that Priscilla? Jackie's in denial? WIlIl | don't know
what that word neans, but | feel | nust agree.
JACKI E

That's it!

Jackie tries to grab Pony,
but she slips out of her

gr asp.

PONY
Ha ha! You can't catch ne! You can't catch ne!

Pony runs of f st age.

JACKI E
(To Audi ence.)
Just try to ignore her. Better yet, pretend she doesn't exist.
God knows | try to. Anyway, | wouldn't care two |icks what crazy
obsessi on Paul has cooking up because |I'm never involved. Wll
this time, things were different.
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SCENE 2

Ai sl es of DVDs nmake their

way onto the
with a front
vi deo store.
nmoves behi nd

The truth i s Paul

st age, al ong
counter for a
Jacki e cl eanly
t he counter.

JACKI E

really did want a sidekick, he just didn't want

it to be sonme scrawny seven year old. He wanted it to be his best

friend. Me. You can probably tell
So he runs into the video store where |

thinking 1'd be excited about
(Beat.)
| can hardly contain nyself.

Jackie pins a

he doesn't have many friends.
wor k and makes his pitch,
it.

name tag to

her shirt and starts reading
a nmagazi ne at the counter.
The | atest nai nstream

gar bage is pl

aying softly

in the background. Pau

bursts in.
Jacki e, you're never going to
" mon pins and needl es.
| am going to be..
Paul , |

told you to stay away

Ha ha Jacki e,
See |

very funny. But
was talking to this kid

That's a nuch better source.

He was real down in the dunps.
nunber to cheer hi m up.

VWhich one was it this tine?
"Spoonful of Vinegar?"

"Slick Thunder" actually.

PAUL

believe the idea | just had!

JACKI E

PAUL

a super her o!

JACKI E
fromcom ¢ books.

PAUL
| didn't get this froma com c book
Billy-

JACKI E

PAUL

So | perforned a little nusical

JACKI E

"Ch What a Respectabl e Morning?"

PAUL
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JACKI E
C assi c.

PAUL
Anyway we got to talking and before | knew it | had this epiphany
that | could save |ives!

JACKI E
You wanna save lives? Don't go out so nuch.

PAUL
"' m serious Jackie. This could be the idea that changes ny entire
[ifel!

Jacki e puts down her
magazi ne.

JACKI E
Paul , you say that about every idea you have. Renenber when you
t hought the sane thing about being a donestic animal trainer?

PAUL
If a squirrel can be taught to water ski, why not a ferret?

JACKI E
And the time you wanted to be a fashion designer?

PAUL
There's wool. There's leather. Reptile scales are the way of the
future.

JACKI E
And then of course there was underwat er basketball.

PAUL
|"mgoing to stop you right there Jackie. SCUBA-ball w |l becone
the next Aynpic sport. Steph Curry has already signed on as a
sponsor.

JACKI E
H s | awyer sent you a cease and desist letter Paul. Let it go.
Look nmy point is your ideas... They're not all that great. |

just don't like seein' ya crushed when they don't work out.

PAUL
Jackie | know |I've been a little all over the place since high
school, but that's because | haven't figured out where | fit.
Now | know where | fit. [It's always been nusicals Jackie! And
now |''mgoing to use ny talent to save the worl d!

JACKI E
Paul I"mall for you figuring out your place. But being a
superhero is a super bad idea. | nean haven't you ever seen the

movi e Ki ck-ass?
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PAUL
Jacki e, you know | don't Iike Jack-ass. Wiy would |I watch the
sequel ?

JACKI E
(To Audi ence)
Do you see what | have to deal with?
(To Paul)
They're not related Paul. Action novies aisle two. Do yourself a
favor and watch it before you run the streets in bright tights.

PAUL
(Speaki ng as a deep-voi ced
super hero)
There's no time for that now Jackie. Bad guys are on the |oose
and they don't take novie breaks.

JACKI E
Speaki ng of breaks, mne is over. Have fun fighting crinme, try
not to get killed.

She crosses around the

count er.
PAUL
No wait, | haven't even told you the best part! The reason
came in the first place!
JACKI E

Sonehow | assuned you being a superhero was the best part. How
silly of ne.

PAUL
| want you to be... M sidekick

Paul freezes. Jackie
addr esses t he audi ence.

JACKI E
There are so many different ways | could' ve answered this. |
could' ve Il et himdown easy, spared his feelings, no harmno foul.
But | don't work that way. See | don't-

Pony ski ps onst age.

PONY
H ya Mss G unpy!

JACKI E
Go away. |'mnarrating.

PONY

Aw, but you're always narratin'.
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JACKI E
And you' re al ways annoyi ng.
PONY
Wiy are you al ways so nean? You didn't used to be nean.
JACKI E
Yeah well, adulting sucks. Deal with it.
PONY

The goofy guy just wants to play with you. You should say yes!
It's nore fun to say yes!

JACKI E
No!

PONY
Yes!

JACKI E
No.

PONY
Yes.

JACKI E
No.

PONY
Yes.

JACKI E
No.

PONY

This is going to be a very long play Mss G unpy.

JACKI E
Get outta here!

Jacki e makes anot her attenpt
to grab Pony, but she slips
away agai n.

PONY
Ha ha! M ssed agai n!
(To Priscilla.)
She's not very good at tag.

Pony skips off.
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JACKI E
( Exasper at ed)
Believe me, | wish | could just get rid of her. But it's
i npossi bl e.
(Seeing Paul still frozen.)
Oh right, sidekick. If you haven't figured it out yet, | don't

sugar coat anything. So instead of beating around the bush with
Paul , | decided to be blunt.
(Paul unfreezes. She turns

to him)
No.
PAUL
That's it? Just |like that? No?
JACKI E
Just |like that.
PAUL

But Jackie, haven't you ever wanted to nake a difference in the
wor |l d? Be a part of sonething bigger than yourself? Make a ripple
in the cosnbs lasting an eternity that says "Jackie was here"?

JACKI E
Paul | work for mninmumwage in a video store when everyone has
access to Netflix. | don't think making a difference is in ny job

descri ption.

Paul changes his tactics.
He bows his head, takes a
qui ck nmonent, and pops up.
The followng is sung to
the nel ody of "Marian the
Li brarian” from Music Man.

PAUL
(Singing.)
Aaaaaaaaddri an.

Jacki e's eyes w den

JACKI E
Paul no!
PAUL
( Si ngi ng)
Ms. Vet eri naaaaaaaari an.
JACKI E

Don't you sing from"The Mel ody Man!"

Paul conpl etely throws
himself into his character
and begins follow ng Jackie
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around the video store.
Jackie tries her best to
keep Paul from seeing her
sm | e throughout the nunber.

PAUL
( Si ngi nQg)
What can | say, ny dove, to earn your |love? | adore you nadly,
madly Ms. Veterinarian. Adrian. Heaven help us, if a pet caught
an unknown virus, and the owner brought in his dalmtion, and had
to beg for a cure from Aaaaaaaadri an.

Jackie tries to elude Paul
by crossing behind the
counter. Paul throws hinself
on top of the counter with
suave dranatic flare.

PAUL

(Singing.)
Ms. Vet eri naaaaaaaaaari an.

Jackie finally | oses her
resolve and smles wdely.

JACKI E
You' re insane.
PAUL
l"mwell aware of that.
JACKI E
And your performance was pitchy.
PAUL
"Il re-enroll in voice classes.
(Beat.)
So what do you say... Sidekick?
JACKI E
(Rel uctantly)
Al right fine.
PAUL
Yes! You won't regret this Jackie
JACKI E
But if you sing anything from"M ddl e School Misical"™ |I'm out.
PAUL
Well that's a bit of a buzz kill, but | accept your conditions!

Oh this is going to be great! Cone on! Let's go catch us sone
crimnal s!
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JACKI E
Not so fast Flash. 1'mon the clock till four. Your "sidekick"
will have to catch up with you later.

PAUL
No it's cool. | understand. Besides we don't even have costunes
to di sgui se oursel ves.

JACKI E
|f you try putting ne in tights and a dress |I'll shove nodes down
your throat.

PAUL
Duly noted. 1'Il pick out some cool hero threads and we'l|l

rendezvous at your apartnent, say around four fifteenish?

JACKI E
It's a date.

A custoner enters the video
store. He wears a |large
trench coat and hat that
hides all of his features.
Qoviously it doesn't have
to be a he. It could very
wel | be a she. The stranger
approaches the counter
wth a DVD in his/her hand.
(S)He hands it to Jackie.

TRENCH COAT
(Speaking with a deep,
vi | | ai ny-soundi ng voi ce.)
|'"d like to return this.

Loud thunder and Iightning
cl ap outsi de.

JACKI E
Cool, gime a sec.

She takes the DVD and does
sone typing on the conputer

TRENCH COAT
(To Paul)
Sone weat her we're havin'.
PAUL
Yeah, tell ne about it. Totally unpredictable.
TRENCH COAT

Total ly.
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JACKI E
Ugh. | hate this slow conputer.
PAUL
Excuse ne while | use the restroom
TRENCH COAT
Certainly.
The trench coat stranger
politely gets out of the
way as Paul exits.
JACKI E
Sorry, but it looks like you're a day late on this return. |'m
gonna have to charge you a |l ate fee.
TRENCH COAT
| npossible! It is a three day rental and it was rented on Friday.
JACKI E
Yeah and today's Monday.
TRENCH COAT

(Losing his tenper.)
Monday is three days after Friday! Your mathematics are incorrect!

JACKI E
My math's just fine actually. Friday counts as one of your days.
(She uses her fingers to
aid the confused custoner.)
Fri day, Saturday, Sunday. Three days.

TRENCH COAT
This is absurd! How was | supposed to know t hat ?!

JACKI E
Sorry.

Trench Coat slowy backs
away.

TRENCH COAT
You are a fool if you think | ampaying the late fee. | rented a
DVD and it has been returned. If you are not satisfied with the
timng in which it was delivered, | have to say tough tiddl yw nks!

Feel free to send the city police after nme, but you will do so in
vain, for I will not be captured!

He | aughs mani acally as he
races out the door. Paul
reenters drying his hands
on his pants.
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PAUL
Did that trench coat guy |eave already? Such a nice guy. Me and
himtal ked about the weather for a bit. You know, people don't
just talk to other people about the weather anynore.

JACKI E
That guy was really weird. He nmakes you seem nor nal .

PAUL
Real | y? You thought he was weird? | didn't get that vibe at all

JACKI E
Yeah, nothing gets by you.

Paul waves goodbye and
exits.

JACKI E
(To audi ence)
You people strike nme as a curious bunch so I'mbettin' you have a
coupl e questions. The first that comes to mnd is what was up
with that Trench Coat guy. Well-

Pony enters.

PONY

Aw shucks Priscilla. The grunpy lady's still being boring.
JACKI E

"' m not being boring. |'mnarrating.
PONY

Al you do is talk. You never do anything. 'Sides, you m ght
say sonethin' real inportant and it's way nore fun to watch it
happen.

JACKI E
You're saying |I'm foreshadow ng?
PONY
Four shadows? | thought you only get one.
JACKI E

| am not foreshadowi ng. Now | eave ne al one.
(To audi ence.)
Anyway, the deal with that Trench Coat guy is..

Jacki e stops. She | ooks
at Pony who is wearing the
bi ggest grin.

PONY
Told ya. Four shadows.
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VWhatever. | was tired of tal king anyway.

Jacki e exits. Pony runs
to catch up
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PONY
Hey wait up! | gotta tell ya all the other stuff you're doin
wr ong!
Pony exits.
SCENE 3

A dark, dank room Inside
are many tables, on top of
whi ch rest evil -1 ooking
vials and flasks filled
with colorful |iquids.
Clearly this is sone sort
of make-shift evil lair.
The Trench Coat man slinks
to a table with his back
to the audience. He is
joined by a little five
year old boy, Kyle. He
pulls a small bouncy ball
from hi s pocket and bounces
it in the corner.

TRENCH COAT

VWhat is wong wth our society? Charging late renta

f ees,

buyi ng

jeans with holes in them giving you a speeding ticket for only
going five over the speed limt! There nmust be a way to end this

madness!

He turns to the audi ence

and takes off his hat to
reveal his face. It is a
sinister face, one nobst
suited for the villainous
sort. An odd and random

t hunder /1l ighting conbo
acconpani es his reveal,

whi ch is odd and random
because it is not raining
out si de. The strange weat her
anomal y begins to nake
sense when Trench Coat
notices the oddity and
heads straight for the
stage right wall. He pounds
on it quite hard.
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TRENCH COAT
Bl ast ed generator!

The lighting returns to
its nornmal condition.

KYLE
Aw, why'd you do that? | |ike when the room goes boom boom

TRENCH COAT
Kyle go to your room you can flicker the lights in there as much
as you want .

KYLE
| don't wanna. It's scary in there by nyself. | mght get attacked
by the boogi e man.
TRENCH COAT
W' ve been over this, there's no such thing as the boogi e nman.
KYLE
Then how cone the walls always nmake | otsa scary noi ses?
TRENCH COAT
| do that. | enjoy torturing you. Now how does one go about
correcting a flawed society?
KYLE
Vot i ng!
TRENCH COAT
No! Voting is nothing but a manufactured fantasy allow ng the
public to feel like they have a voice in political matters.
KYLE
How about witing a letter to your representative?
TRENCH COAT
No, you fool! The truth is that not even a sensible voting

popul ati on can cure the corrupted m sgui ded politicians who have
squandered all of the federal finances. The governnment woul d rat her
watch its own debt clinb higher and higher, a debt so enornous

that it would be inpossible for any country to repay it, than
rectify any of the little insignificant trifles people |ike I

must deal with on a daily basis but that are actually wthin the
government's power to nend! It's absol utely nmaddeni ng.

KYLE
(Spyi ng sonet hing on the
floor.)
Qoo, bugs!
(CGets down on hands and
knees.)
One, two, three, four-
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Trench Coat rushes to his
chem cal s.

TRENCH COAT
There nust be a fornula, some conbination of elenents that wll
bring this societal oversight to nmass attention.

KYLE
Twel ve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen-
TRENCH COAT
(Irritated.)
Kyl e, what are you doi ng?
KYLE
|"mcountin' the bugs! Look at how many there are!
TRENCH COAT
Why are you counting bugs?
KYLE
Cause it's fun! Look at "em crawlin' around |like creepy craw ers.
TRENCH COAT
You are wasting your tine!l \What is the point of counting thenf
You'll never count themall! There are probably thousands of
t hem and t housands nore underneath the wooden floor. Your goal is
poi nt| ess because you'll never achieve-

(Light bulb.)
That's it! There is no such fornula, no chemcal, no "quick fix."
If I amto alert the popul ation of these societal issues, |I'm
going to have to anplify these issues.

KYLE
You don't nean-
TRENCH COAT
Yes | do! | amgoing to create chaos the |ikes of which this puny
[ittle community has never experienced! | amgoing to be... a
super villain!
He | aughs mani acally, |ike

nmost super villains do.
Thuds are heard of fstage
foll owed by an angry,

el derly voi ce.

ELDERLY TENANT (O S.)
Stop that racket or 1'Il call the superintendent.

TRENCH COAT
M nd your own affairs elderly tenant, and | eave ne to mne
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ELDERLY TENANT (Q. S.)
Well if you don't pipe down |I'm gonna bust in there and show you
what this elderly person can do with a basebal |l bat!

TRENCH COAT
Fi nel

Trench coat resunes his
mani acal | aughter at a
softer deci bel .

KYLE
Heehee! One crawl ed on ne! Wanna see?

Trench Coat groans and

exits.
KYLE
Aw c¢' nmon! Don't be a sissy!
Kyle exits.
SCENE 4

Just outside of Jackie's
apartnment. Jackie wal ks
onst age and nmakes a beel i ne
for her apartnment door
wi th keys in hand. Paul
| eaps out from behind a
shrub and nearly gives
Jacki e a heart attack. He
wears a brightly colored
pair of sweat pants and a
clearly honenmade cape.

PAUL
Ha ha!

JACKI E
Ch ny God! What is wong with you?

PAUL
Surprised you huh?

JACKI E

More |i ke scared the crap out of ne.

PAUL
Excel lent! Striking fear, that's good.

JACKI E
What the heck are you wearing?
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