
THE BOOK OF ACTS
The Time of the Holy Spirit and the Birth of the Church



PAUL’S SECOND MISSIONS TRIP

After the first 
Missions Trip 
through Asia 
Minor and 
addressing the 
Jew/Gentile 
controversy in 
Jerusalem, 
Paul left for a 
second 
Missions Trip.



REVISITING THE SAINTS

In late AD 49, Paul decided to 
strengthen the churches in Syria 
and Cilicia (Galatia) and he set 
out with Silas. Eventually, they 
arrived in Derbe and Lystra.

In Lystra, Paul met a young 
believer named Timothy, who 
became a traveling 
companion, a fellow missionary, 
and a very close friend.



STRENGTHENING THE CHURCH

Acts 16:4-5
4 As Paul and the others went 
from city to city, they told the 
followers what the apostles and 
leaders in Jerusalem had 
decided, and they urged them 
to follow these instructions. 5 The 
churches became stronger in 
their faith, and each day more 
people put their faith in the 
Lord.



WHAT NOW?
Acts 16:6-10
6 Paul and his friends went through Phrygia and Galatia, 
but the Holy Spirit would not let them preach in Asia. 
7 After they arrived in Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, 
but the Spirit of Jesus would not let them. 8 So they went 
on through Mysia until they came to Troas.
9 During the night, Paul had a vision of someone from 
Macedonia who was standing there and begging him, 
“Come over to Macedonia and help us!” 10 After Paul 
had seen the vision, we began looking for a way to go to 
Macedonia. We were sure that God had called us to 
preach the good news there.



God reveals Himself and 
His will as we go—

“progressive revelation.” 



THE GOSPEL REACHES EUROPE

Acts 16:11-14a
11 We sailed straight from Troas to Samothrace, and the 
next day we arrived in Neapolis. 12 From there we went to 
Philippi, which is a Roman colony in the first district of 
Macedonia.

We spent several days in Philippi. 13 Then on the Sabbath 
we went outside the city gate to a place by the river, 
where we thought there would be a Jewish meeting 
place for prayer. We sat down and talked with the 
women who came. 14 One of them was Lydia…



IN PHILIPPI

In Philippi, Paul cast out a demon 
from a female slave. Her masters, 
angry that they have lost the ability 
to make more money from the 
slave’s demonic divination, stirred 
up the city against Paul and Silas.

The two evangelists are arrested, beaten, and put in 

prison. While they worshipped in prison, God visited them 

and the soldier in charge of the jail was saved. (16:11-40)



God reveals Himself
in adversity.



IN THESSALONICA

Paul, Silas, and Timothy travel to Thessalonica. 
There, they went to the synagogue where 
Paul preached for three consecutive 
Sabbaths. He announced that Jesus is the 
Savior of Mankind promised in the Old 
Testament.

Many people believed Paul’s message, but 
certain Jews who were envious of the 
Gospel’s success formed a mob and went 
after the three. The believers then “sent Paul 
and Silas away by night to Berea.” (17:1-10)



IN BEREA…

Paul and Silas went to Berea and preached in a 
synagogue. The Bereans, of more noble character than 
the Thessalonicans, were willing to listen to what Paul has 
to say, and they verified what he preached.

Acts 17:11-12
11 The people in Berea were much nicer than those in 
Thessalonica, and they gladly accepted the message. 
Day after day they studied the Scriptures to see if these 
things were true. 12 Many of them put their faith in the 
Lord, including some important Greek women and 
several men.



IN ATHENS…

Jews from Thessalonica came to 
Berea, seeking to cause more trouble 
for Paul. He immediately leaves for 
the coast and sails for Athens. 
Timothy and Silas remained in Berea.

In Athens, Paul begins to preach and 
writes to Silas and Timothy, asking 
them to join him. Meanwhile, Paul’s 
preaching leads to an invitation by 
the Athenians to explain the Gospel 
to them at the Areopagus.



TO LYSTRA…

Acts 17:22
22 So Paul stood up in front of 
the council and said: People of 
Athens, I see that you are very 
religious. 23 As I was going 
through your city and looking at 
the things you worship, I found 
an altar with the words, “To an 
Unknown God.” You worship this 
God, but you don’t really know 
him. So I want to tell you about 
him.



God reveals Himself
in common, every day 

ocurrances.



IN CORINTH…

From Athens, Paul traveled south 
to Corinth, where he worked as a 
tentmaker with Aquila and 
Priscilla. Silas and Timothy joined 
him in Corinth. They stayed here 
for 18 months!

Corinth was a wild pagan city. 
Here, God established a great 
church. Later, Paul wrote two 
important letters to them—1 and 
2 Corinthians.



BACK TO ANTIOCH

The Jews eventually raised another riot against Paul, but 
God spoke to him in a vision and reassured him.

Paul was brought before the Roman governor, Gallio, 
who refused to hear the Jews’ accusations. There was a 
great commotion and in time, Paul sailed with Priscilla 
and Aquila to Ephesus. From Ephesus, Paul sailed to 
Caesarea and on to Antioch.

Acts 18:22
22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and 
greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch.



REMEMBER...

As we go,

we grow!


