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GRADE 5 - UNIT 6 COMPREHENSION

DIRECTIONS: Read the story carefully. Then read each question and fill in the bubble next to the
correct answer.

Marco Polo
Gian Paolo Ceserani

At the top right side of the boot-shaped country that is Italy, there lies the famous
seaport of Venice. It is built right on the water. Its houses spring up from islands
connected to each other by bridges flung every which way. The streets themselves
are winding canals that rise and fall with the tide. People travel by gondolas—long,
flat-bottomed boats that curve up like a smile on either end.

During the thirteenth century, Venice was called “the Queen of the Seas.” It was
also at the height of its powers. Its harbor was crammed with vessels coming in and
going out. Right in the middle of this busy, thriving century, Marco Polo was born.
He would travel farther than any ship in the harbor. He would become as famous as
any Venetian ever born.

Most of the people in Venice were engaged in the business of buying and selling,
trading, and shipping. The men in the Polo family were merchants, too. When Marco
was born, his father, Niccolo Polo, and his uncle, Maffeo Polo, were away on one
of their frequent trading voyages. As he grew up, young Marco had no idea where
his father and uncle were or if they were even alive. Marco was fifteen years old
when Niccolo and Maffeo Polo arrived back in Venice. They had been all the way to
China, they said. They had stayed at the court of the Great Kublai Khan!

This famous Mongol ruler was wealthy and powerful. He was also curious. He
wanted to know how different people lived, what they knew, and what they thought.
He wanted the Polos to return to his court.

Marco was seventeen years old when his uncle and father were finally ready for
their return trip. They invited Marco to go along. On a summer day in 1271, Marco
Polo said good-bye to Venice. He was starting on his great adventure.

The most dangerous part of the adventure was crossing the great Gobi desert. It
took thirty days. Nothing grew in this endless sand. Nothing lived on it, and nothing
flew over it.

The Polos rested for a week before starting across the desert. They loaded their
camels and horses with supplies of food and water. They tied bells around the necks
of all their caravan animals so none would get lost. Fortunately, they managed to stay
together and came through the ordeal of the Gobi without harm.

For some time, the Polos traveled through the land of the Mongols. Under Kublai
Khan’s grandfather, these people had conquered much of the world. However, the
Mongols that Marco Polo saw were shepherds. They wandered over the countryside,
setting up their round, felt-covered tents wherever they found grass for their animals.

Gian Paolo Ceserani. English text copyright © 1982 by G.P. Putnam’s Sons.

Copyright © 1977 by Gian Paolo Ceserani. Excerpted from Marco Polo by
Original imprint - Arnoldo Mondadori Editores S.P.A. Milano © 1977.

Now answer the questions about this part of the selection.
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GRADE 5 - UNIT 6 COMPREHENSION

1. How were the Polos like most other people in Venice at that time?

O A. They made frequent voyages to China.

O B. They traveled for years at a time.

O C. They made their living by trading and shipping.

O D. They admired Kublai Khan.

2. Why did Kublai Khan like the Polos?

O A. They brought him jewels and other expensive gifts.
O B. They brought him news of the rest of the world.

O C. They served as his bodyguards.

O D. They taught him how to print paper money.

3. What caused Marco’s father and uncle to return to China?

O A. Khan wanted Marco to teach him about the world.
O B. Khan wanted the Polos to return to his court.
O C. Khan wanted to trade goods with Marco’s father.
O D. Khan wanted the Polos to take him to Venice.

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 3
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GRADE 5 - UNIT 6 COMPREHENSION

The Polos’ journey was long and slow. During one part of the trip, Marco became
very sick. The travelers stayed in one city for a whole year while he recovered. They
had been away from home for over three-and-a-half years before they finally reached
the land of Kubla Khan.

It was summer when they arrived. Kublai Khan was in Shangtu at his summer
palace. Climbing the marble steps, the Polos were greeted by buglers, soldiers, and
noblemen dressed in their ceremonial robes. Khan was delighted to see Niccolo and
Maffeo again.

“But who is this young man?” he asked, pointing to Marco.

Niccolo bowed low. “Sir, this is my son who will serve you well.”

Marco was impressed by the lavishness of the palace. Indeed, there seemed to be
nothing that the Great Khan could want that he did not have. He even had astrologers
on the rooftop to chant magic words for keeping storm clouds away.

In the fall, Khan, his court, and the Polos, moved to the capital city. The city
was laid out in squares like a chessboard, with twelve gates and three sets of walls,
one behind the other. In the center stood the palace, more splendid than anything
Marco could ever have imagined. In and out of the palace was a constant procession
of soldiers, bodyguards, noblemen, and servants, all eager to wait on the Khan.
Whenever Kublai Khan took a drink, everyone in his presence knelt, and a band
played until he set his glass down again.

The Mongols in China had learned much from the Chinese, whose civilization
was older and more advanced. No one was more eager to learn than Kublai Khan
himself. Marco Polo (who by this time could speak the Mongol language) found
that the Khan was always asking him questions. Since Marco was both curious and
observant, the two became great friends.

When the Khan went hunting, he took Marco with him. What grand occasions
these were! According to Marco, ten thousand men were assigned to watch for game.

Kublai Khan soon began sending Marco out on special missions. He was pleased
with how well he did. Indeed, the Khan said that Marco was the only one of his
emissaries who ever gave him news on his return. He provided Marco with a sedan
chair, many coolies, and a procession of soldiers and workers.

It seemed that wherever Marco went, he found surprises. Paper money is one
example. Europeans had never thought of making paper money, but here it was the
common currency. The Chinese called it “flying money.” Printed on pieces of black,
clothlike paper, each bill was stamped with the Emperor’s red seal.

Now answer the questions about this part of the selection.
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GRADE 5 - UNIT 6 COMPREHENSION

4. The Polos’ journey from Venice to China can best be
described as

O A. asmooth, trouble-free ocean voyage.
O B. arough trip on the open seas.

O C. along, bold, and dangerous adventure.
O D. along trek through the desert.

5. Kublai Khan can best be described as

O A. eager to learn.

O B. unwilling to share his wealth.
O C. greedy and unfriendly.

O D. unwilling to change his ways.

6. Marco Polo discovered that the Chinese civilization

O A. was more advanced than the Mongols.

O B. did not know how to speak Mongolian.

O C. lived the same way as the people in Venice.
O D. did not care about other countries.

TOTAL SCORE: 10
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GRADE 5 - UNIT 6 COMPREHENSION

Coal was still another surprise. “Coal,” Marco wrote, “is a black stone dug out
of the mountains. When it 1s lit, it keeps the flame much better than wood.” The
Chinese used fire not only for cooking and heating, but also for warming water for
baths. Marco Polo, who came from a part of the world where people rarely took
baths, was amazed that the Chinese took as many as three baths a week.

Marco Polo was twenty-one years old when he arrived in China. He stayed for
seventeen years —until he was thirty-eight. The Khan had turned into a frail old man
in his seventies. Then it was time for the Polos to return to Venice.

In 1292, they set sail. Although the voyage was marked by one disaster after
another, they arrived safely in Venice in 1295.

At first, the Polos had a hard time convincing their family and friends that
they were really Marco, Niccolo, and Maffeo back from China. People laughed at
Marco’s stories. “Master Millions,” they called him, for he sprinkled his adventures
with such huge figures that no one could believe them. The Khan had a bodyguard
of 12,000 horsemen, he said. Every year on his birthday he was given 100,000 white
horses. He received so many presents it took 5,000 elephants and a train of camels to
carry them all!

At the moment, however, no one had much time for listening. Genoa and Venice
were at war. In 1296, Marco Polo, sailing in an armed merchant ship, was captured
and taken as a prisoner to Genoa, where he remained for a year.

Marco thought that if his stories could be read in print, people would believe
them. While he was in prison, he dictated an account of his adventures to another
prisoner, who was a scribe. Marco didn’t just talk about places he had actually seen.
Sometimes he included accounts he had only heard. Although he had never been to
Japan, for instance, he depicted it in glowing detail.

When people read his book, The Travels of Marco Polo, some believed his stories
and some did not. Christopher Columbus, who read the book more than one hundred
years after Marco’s death, believed every word—even the part about Japan. In a
way, this was too bad because Marco had put Japan in the wrong place, and that, of
course, confused Columbus.

People now agree that when Marco described what he’d seen firsthand, he was,
for the most part, a good reporter, leaving the world with information it would not
otherwise have had. But in his own day, he was accused of outright lying. Indeed,
as he lay on his deathbed, he was asked to take back the parts of the book that were
untrue.

Marco replied, “I have not written down half of those things I saw.”

Now answer the questions about this part of the selection.
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GRADE 5 - UNIT 6 COMPREHENSION

7. Which of the following best describes the stories in The Travels

of Marco Polo?
O A. well-documented facts
O B. pure fiction
O C. outright lies
O D. some fact, some fiction

8. How did the people of Venice react to Marco Polo’s stories of China?

They wanted to write their own stories about their adventures.
They admired his bravery but thought he was conceited.

Some believed him and some did not.

They laughed at him, yet they felt sorry for him at the same time.

0000
oOwp

9. People today think of Marco Polo as a man who

kept news of other places secret.

made up stories to impress people.

was an unimportant explorer.

shared important discoveries with the world.

0000
oOwp

10. Which of the following literary characteristics does not appropriately
describe this selection?

O A. informational text
O B. tall tale
O C. nonficton
O D. expository text
TOTAL SCORE: /10
© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 7
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GRADE 5 - UNIT 6 CHECKING SKILLS

Read each of the following sentences. Circle the simple subject and underline the
simple predicate in each sentence.

1. Kublai Khan, the great Mongol ruler, was a man of great wealth.

2. The palace of the Khan family stood in the center of the city.

Read each sentence. Fill in the bubble next to the sentence that has correct
grammar and punctuation.

. “This doesn’t make no sense to me,” he replied.
. This don’t make any sense to me, he replied.

. “This don’t make no sense to me” he replied.

O O O O
O Qw >

. “This doesn’t make any sense to me,” he replied.

. “Many Americans thinks voting is a privilege,” Mr. Jones explained.
. Many Americans think voting are a privilege, Mr. Jones explained.

. “Many Americans think voting is a privilege,” Mr. Jones explained.

O O O O
O Qw >

. “Many Americans thinks voting are a privilege,” Mr. Jones explained.

Because we was always late we couldn’t never find a parking space.
Because we were always late, we couldn’t ever find a parking space.

Because we were always late, we couldn’t never find a parking space.

O O OO0
o0 wp

Because we was always late we couldn’t ever find a parking space.

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 8
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GRADE 5 - UNIT 6 CHECKING SKILLS

Read each of the following sentences. Circle the direct objects and underline the
indirect objects.

6. The Elders of Chelm gave the neighbors many explanations.

7. Miguel told his father the truth.

Read each of the following sentences. Fill in the bubble next to the word that
correctly completes the sentence.

8. He know the reason for his unhappiness.

O don’t O doesn’t

9. Alberic’s wealth and possessions the most important
things in his life.

O wasn’t O weren’t

10.  The poet of “Wander-Thirst” never tells about where the
ships are sailing.

O anything O nothing

TOTAL SCORE: 10
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GRADE 5 - Unit 6

SOUNDS/SPELLINGS, WORD KNOWLEDGE

DIRECTIONS: Read all of the sentences. If an underlined word is misspelled, fill in the bubble next to
the sentence. If none of the underlined words are misspelled, fill in the bubble next to “No mistake.”

1. O

A.

Would you like to have hot
chocolate in your thermos
today?

Doctors were encouraged
by their patient’s miraculos
recovery from heart surgery.

Luckily, villagers were
forewarned of the monstrous
tidal wave heading for their
island.

No mistake

There must be a well-known
restaurant in the vicinity of our
hotel.

The researchers retracted their
report when they discovered
several incorrect facts.

School board members said
there hoping the community
will vote for the school bond.

No mistake

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts
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3.

O

A kilometer is equal to .62 miles.

Each evening on the trail, the
wagon master directed everyone
to korral the wagons.

Who is the captain of this
vessel?

No mistake

We received a note from our
house guests thanking us for

our hospitality.

On July 20, 1969, Neil
Armstrong became the first
astronaut to walk on the moon.

When the play ended, the
audience stood and apploded
the actor’s performance.

No mistake

Hundreds of singers waited in
long lines to audision for the
talent contest.

Did you read the instructions
carefully before you tried to put
up the tent?

Ninety-nine percent of all homes
in the United States have at
least one television set.

No mistake



GRADE 5 - Unit 6

SOUNDS/SPELLINGS, WORD KNOWLEDGE

6. O

A.

The house was remodeled
because it originaly had a very
small kitchen.

The store was temporarily
closed for repairs after the fire.

Beautifully manicured lawns
lined every neighborhood
street.

No mistake

All day long, people were
telephoning my home to wish
me a happy birthday.

Remembering past experiences
helped the businessman make
better decisions.

The student was raising her
hand, but the teacher wasn’t

recognizeing her.

No mistake

The governor was given a royal
welcome when she visited the
foreign country.

Riding a unicycle is a more
difficult skill than riding a
bicycle.

Bagles with cream cheese are
one of my favorite after-school
snacks.

No mistake

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts
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9. O A

10. O A.

The hermit enjoyed a solitary
lifestyle; his cabin was far away
from city noises and lights.

Grandfather still has the same

trancistor radio he listened to

when he was a teenager.

Please measure each side of the
wooden plank in centimeters.

No mistake.

Draw a graph to show the
number of students in each
grade level.

Interviews with job applicants
for the new faculty position will
take place next week.

This cafeteria serves turkey
noodle soup for lunch on
Thursdays.

No mistake

TOTAL SCORE: 1o




GRADE 5 - Unit 6

VOCABULARY

PART 1 — Antonyms

DIRECTIONS: Read the sentence. Choose the
word that means the opposite of the under-
lined word. Then fill in the bubble next to the
word you have chosen.

1. The young musician was content with
his performance.

O A exhausted

O B tranquil
O C. optimistic
O D dismayed

2. My sister was aimlessly shopping at the
mall when she realized the stores were
about to close.

O A.  perilously

purposefully

O O O

B
C. compassionately
D

anticipating

3. The apprentice’s diligence was rewarded
with a promotion to journeyman.

O A.  endurance

O B accomplishment
O C. laziness

O D accountability

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts
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PART 2 — Multiple Meanings

DIRECTIONS: Read the sentence. Read and
answer the question. Fill in the bubble next
to the answer.

4. The fountain was designed so water

5.

would course over its sides into a pool.

In which sentence is the word course used
in the same way as in the sentence above?

O A. Ofcourse, I'll help you decorate
for the party!

O B. It was fun playing at the new
miniature golf course.

O C. Dad took a computer course at
the local college.

O D. When I left for camp, I saw
tears course down my sister’s
cheeks.

We refastened our seat belts as our
plane began its final descent to the
airport.

In which sentence is the word descent used
in the same way as in the sentence above?

O A. Prior to 1930, most immigrants
were of European descent.

O B. The descent of the holiday
brought many people into the
city.

O C. The mountain climbers’
descent was interrupted by
an unexpected snowstorm.

O D. Spaniards contributed to the
descent of the ancient Mayan
culture in Mexico.



GRADE 5 - Unit 6

VOCABULARY

DIRECTIONS: Read the sentence. Using con-
text, choose the word that means the same
or about the same as the underlined word.
Then fill in the bubble next to the word you
have chosen.

8.
6. Snow-capped mountains were
discernible against the clear, blue sky.
O A.  recognizable
O B swayed
O C. raioned
O D pitied
9.
7. The senator embellished his speech with
descriptive adverbs and adjectives.
O A. proclaimed
O B.  Dbailed
O C. enhanced
O D. spanned
10.
© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 13
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PART 4 — Synonyms

DIRECTIONS: Read the sentence. Choose the
word that means the same, or about the
same, as the underlined word. Then fill in the
bubble next to the word you have chosen.

I was lost and exhausted when I
encountered the mining encampment.

O

O O O

A.

B
C.
D

deserted

discovered

pondered

quarantined

My nose detected marvelous, pungent
aromas of garlic and spices.

O

O O O

A.

B
C.
D

strong

wondrous

luxurious

remedy

We were astonished to hear the
coach berate the referee because
of a miscalled play.

O

O O O

A.

B
C.
D

guiding

grueling

scold

riddle

TOTAL SCORE: 10




GRADE 5 - Unit 6 FLUENCY

Passage #1
Refer to “General Directions for One-Minute Administration of Reading Passages.”

Say these specific directions to the student:

When | say “Begin,” start reading aloud at the top of this page. Read across the page (DEMONSTRATE BY POINTING).
Try to read each word. If you come to a word you don’t know, | will say the word for you. Read as quickly and accurately
as you can, but do not read SO fast that you make mistakes. Do your best reading.

Local folktales referred to the dangerous 6 EVALUATING CODES FOR
shoreline. Apparently, no one had ever tried 13 ORAL READING
mapping the hidden, jagged boulders beneath the 20 % (/) word read incorrectly
surface of the sea. Unaware of the danger, Captain 29 PX® sky (~) inserted word
Ahab was routinely steering his ship into port. 37 () after the last word read
Suddenly, a strong wind ripped the main sail. The 46 Comments:
ship uncontrollably veered toward the sharp rocks, 53
piercing the boat and cutting a huge hole in the 63
stern. It was moments from sinking. 69

Captain Ahab weighed his options. Knowing it 76
was possible that his ship would be torn apart by 86
the wind and waves hammering his vessel, he tried 95
to save his crew. Roaring over his bullhorn, he 104
ordered the crew to abandon ship. He assured his 113
crew everyone would safely escape. Ahab would be 121
the last man to leave his post. As captain, he was 132

prepared to go down with his ship. When all hope of 143

salvation was lost, a fishing trawler drew close and 152 FLUENCY SCORE
fired a lifeline to the men. 158 Number of Words

The thankful captain heard his men cheer 165 Read Per Minute: e
each time another shipmate was pulled to safety. 173 Number of Errors: B

When he knew the last of his crew was aboard the 184 Number of Words

Read Correctly:

rescue ship, he grabbed the lifeline and joined his 193 ) o
Passing Criterion

men. Fortunately, due to the wise judgment of the 202 (50th %ile) _ 139

captain, he and all crewmates were saved. 209
Errors include: 1) words read incorrectly;
2) words left out or inserted; 3) mispro-
nounced words; 4) dropped endings or
sounds; and 5) reversals. Self-corrections
and word repetitions are NOT marked as
errors.

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 14
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GRADE 5 - Unit 6 FLUENCY

Passage #2
Refer to “General Directions for One-Minute Administration of Reading Passages.”

Say these specific directions to the student:

When | say “Begin,” start reading aloud at the top of this page. Read across the page (DEMONSTRATE BY POINTING).
Try to read each word. If you come to a word you don’t know, | will say the word for you. Read as quickly and accurately
as you can, but do not read SO fast that you make mistakes. Do your best reading.

When most women were not even driving cars, 8 EVALUATING CODES FOR
Amelia Earhart was flying airplanes. In fact, she 16 ORAL READING
made a daring attempt to become the first woman 25 % () word read incorrectly
to fly around the world. Toward the end of this 35 PR® sky () inserted word
dangerous journey, she mysteriously vanished. 40 (J) after the last word read

The attempt to fly around the globe began when 49 Comments:

she flew east from Oakland, California. Earhart 56

piloted her plane over twenty thousand miles. 63

She nearly completed the flight. She was only a 72

hundred miles from a tiny Pacific Island when 80

the U.S. Coast Guard lost track of her. Her final 90

message was at 8:30 PM on June 29, 1937. Since 100

then, no trace of her has ever been found. What 110

happened to her? There are many theories. 117

Some suggested she was on a spy mission for the 127

President. They think he asked her to fly over 136

the Pacific Ocean to observe Japanese activities. 143

Others say she was shot down and captured. Some 152 FLUENCY SCORE

insist she crashed in the ocean. No one may ever 162 Number of Words

know what really happened to this famous pilot. 170 Read Per Minute: _
Earhart is best known for her fateful mission. 178 Number of Errors: B

Yet, she had many other flying achievements. She 186 Number of Words

Read Correctly:

was the first to fly solo from Hawaii to California. 196 ) o

Passing Criterion
She was the first woman to fly across the Atlantic 206 (50th %ile) . 139
Ocean. She soon followed Charles Lindbergh’s 212

flight across the Atlantic. This made her the second 221 Errors include: 1) words read incorrectly:

person to solo across the Atlantic. 227 2) words left out or inserted; 3) mispro-
nounced words; 4) dropped endings or
sounds; and 5) reversals. Self-corrections
and word repetitions are NOT marked as
errors.
© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 15
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GRADE 5 - Unit 6 WRITING

Narrative Writing Prompt

Writing Situation: You are writing a short adventure story. The setting is an important
part of the action in your story.

Purpose: To write a narrative with a setting, plot, point of view, and conflict.
Audience: Your classmates

Writing Directions: Think of a setting that interests you and an adventure that could
happen there. Use your imagination to create a short adventure story. Make the setting,
plot, and characters seem real. Write your story in the third person so the storyteller is an
observer. Use a graphic organizer to plan your short story.

Student Checklist:

Revising

— Does your beginning pull the reader into the story?
— Did you describe your setting to enhance the adventure?
____ Have you established a plot with a logical sequence of events?
— Did you include a problem or conflict and provide a resolution?
— Does your story have action, suspense, or danger?

Do your characters seem real?

4

Is your story written in the third person?

Proofreading

____ Is every paragraph indented?

TOTAL RUBRIC

SCORE:

___ Did you capitalize proper nouns and the beginnings of sentences?

4
/4
4

o

— Did you use correct grammar?
— Did you use correct punctuation?

_____ Is every word spelled correctly?

Conventions Score:
Writing Traits Score:

Genre Score:

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 16
using Open Court Reading 2002



NOTES

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 17
using Open Court Reading 2002



NOTES

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 18
using Open Court Reading 2002



NOTES

© 2008 Reading Lions Center for districts 19
using Open Court Reading 2002



Seventh Edition

© 2008 Reading Lions Center

Unauthorized reproduction of this booklet, or any part thereof, is strictly prohibited.
Permission to reproduce materials must be obtained in writing from the Reading Lions Center.

Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders of any material reproduced in this booklet.
Any omissions will be rectified in subsequent printings if notice is given to the publishers.




