MUSIC MAESTRO PRIMARY

UNIT 5.4 — SPRING TERM 2 — WHAT’S THE TIME?

UNIT OVERVIEW

In this unit of work, pupils will continue to develop their understanding of time signatures, and beats. They will listen to excerpts of music and try to decipher the time
signature, conducting along using standard gestures. They will then use their knowledge of note values and names to write their own pieces of musicin 2, 3 and 4 time.
They will use computer technology to write their own melodies digitally.

LINKS TO PRIOR LEARNING

Pupils will have encountered note names and values each year since Y3. They will have moved and clapped to musical beats in KS1. They will know that a conductor leads
an orchestra or musical group, based on their exploration of ‘The composer is dead’, in Y4.

ESSENTIAL LEARNING SUMMARY

Lesson Learning Intention/Activity What will be known and remembered Revisited New vocabulary
vocabulary
1 RECAP v" Recall orchestral families Woodwind Time signature
Recall the different orchestral groups studied in Y4. What role does the v' Understand that a time Brass
conductor play in an orchestra? How do their gestures help musicians to know signature on music tells us Strings
what to do, and when? the number and type of beat | Percussion
in each bar
LEARN v" Conduct music of different
Understand that a time signature on music tells us how many beats there are time signatures

in each bar and what type of beat they are. Explain that the top number
shows how many beats there are, and the bottom number, the type of beat.
When there is a 4 at the bottom of the key signature, this means crotchet
beats. Therefore, a time signature of 3/4 means 3 crotchet beats per bar. This
does not mean that every note has to be a crotchet, rather, if there are 3
crotchet beats in a bar, the notes must add up to 3 counts. (ie a minim (2) and
a crotchet (1). Show the time signature infographic to explain.

Practise using the conducting gesture infographics and then conduct along to:
2/4: “March of the Toreadors” from Carmen — Georges Bizet, “Pomp
and Circumstance March No. 1” — Edward Elgar



https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/642c52ec-3b8f-4ddd-aec9-ed9549c07723/downloads/b569b44f-efed-4a19-8741-f0dc4a1a6143/Instruments%20of%20the%20orchestra%20article.pdf?ver=1785408383724
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/642c52ec-3b8f-4ddd-aec9-ed9549c07723/downloads/c8472f4a-0900-4c16-ba79-8c2ed1cf7044/Time%20signature%20infographic.png?ver=1787067604197
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/642c52ec-3b8f-4ddd-aec9-ed9549c07723/downloads/dca40d97-3b37-4632-b9bb-5b4a1a640d0f/Conducting%20in%202%20time.jpg?ver=1787069302565
https://open.spotify.com/track/3NGXJxA7rNcdGCe7S7E3ot?si=643a5c5fdb0c4b81
https://open.spotify.com/track/6kHGpM6LgJ7Pi3HCynQL4d?si=a564943421e84503
https://open.spotify.com/track/6kHGpM6LgJ7Pi3HCynQL4d?si=a564943421e84503
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3/4 :“The Blue Danube” — Johann Strauss Il, “Gymnopédie No. 1” —

Erik Satie
4/4 time signatures: “Canon in D” — Pachelbel, “Trumpet Voluntary” —
Jeremiah Clarke

REVIEW

Which time signature do you find easiest to conduct? Why? Turn to your
partner and conduct one of the three time signatures we have covered today.
Can they work out which one it is?

RECAP v" Conduct known songsin 2,3 | Volume Downbeat
Recall learning from the previous lesson, including the different gestures for and 4 time Piano Upbeat
2,3 and 4 time. v' Use hand gestures for Forte

louder and softer passages Mezzo Piano
LEARN of music Mezzo Forte

When conducting, the beat that starts at the top and goes down to the
bottom is called the ‘downbeat’. This is the strongest beat.

The beat that ends a bar when returning to the top is called the upbeat. This is
usually the weakest beat. Sometimes melodies start with an upbeat.

Conduct the class singing the following songs:

The Grand Old Duke of York (2/4 time) — Here, ‘Oh the’ is the upbeat and
‘Grand old’ is the downbeat

Happy Birthday (3/4 time) — Here, ‘Happy’ is the upbeat and ‘birthday’ is the
downbeat

Can you feel the love tonight? (4/4) (Begin singing/conducting when Nala
enters) — Here, there is no upbeat. The downbeat is on ‘Can’

Use hand gestures for loud and soft (as per Y3) For example, pupils might ask
singers to be quieter on ‘and when they were up, they were up’, and then a
bit louder for ‘and when they were down, they were down’, and louder again
for ‘and when they were only halfway up’ etc.



https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/642c52ec-3b8f-4ddd-aec9-ed9549c07723/downloads/dc79e4cb-ebf7-438d-aa88-d3fc0b8221a4/Conducting%20in%203%20time.jpg?ver=1787069302565
https://open.spotify.com/track/1PgNBlADQqz8NZ3SKttj9l?si=6b5d14d25bcb435b
https://open.spotify.com/album/41anTKBerDNfpMRmNIgZ3H?si=o7TN45gLTGWtwy4LXnalaA
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/642c52ec-3b8f-4ddd-aec9-ed9549c07723/downloads/5cc9b558-5dd1-4ef8-a1cd-28b2a9d3ea03/Conducting%20in%204%20time.jpg?ver=1787069302565
https://open.spotify.com/track/5ZzSbwXZux8uAYPwfbuxux?si=c971757dca484668
https://open.spotify.com/track/5NzMyP5MNmI2828X2Pzx2f?si=0c2693b4ff9c4dda
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPZDzc-tmu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90w2RegGf9w
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=3cd4049e4d6ab2bf&sxsrf=APpeQnud3VqgOpdkcPcJ2BmgND22XkYYPQ:1787075779948&udm=7&fbs=ABfTbFXXq5_lq1-qc-RNbCT-iVCv1pqpzFbsklS6H69T2lad0GTf_QfkL84T_NcuUjCLgDDsG0Ud0x9WzNqP4skQxbaByl2p_qWba0ulF5MWgPCVXy7e04QVXfbE3e2fkN9InozSQ_f4e1F2Y5UwM2IDoyepPhtGrH6cmgpq2cBYIDsoVZxJL6k-p8urc7aaqdpfIjJ9j5kcFkTM6IQlpe5IUPtqtaWAxO-S28mov8LmbJWaHUJGZ18&q=can+you+feel+the+love+tonight&ved=2ahUKEwitm7OI4KqWAxUiW0EAHVoiLBYQtKgLegQIEBAB&biw=1707&bih=780&dpr=1.13#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:c1bec32f,vid:25QyCxVkXwQ,st:0
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/642c52ec-3b8f-4ddd-aec9-ed9549c07723/downloads/2dac7f90-9833-4126-9c5b-d70ef06ab375/Conducting%20signs%20-%20Louder%20and%20softer.jpg?ver=1780053667588
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REVIEW
Why is it important to watch the conductor? What might happen if we don’t?
Who looks to be a good conductor in this class? What makes you say this?

3 RECAP v' Write short melodies in 3 Time signature Dotted Minim
Refer children to the note names and note lengths sheets covered from Y3. and 4 time
LEARN

We are going to write own 4 bar melodies using 3/4 time and 4/4 time. We
will use our knowledge of note names and types to help. Introduce the dotted
minim, a minim with a full stop to the right of it. This is worth 3 counts.

You might want to keep these on display whilst they are composing. Use the
templates below if this helps:

4/4 time melody composition — Worked example, blank template

3/4 time melody composition — Blank template

When complete, children should self and peer assess the compositions against
the criteria listed at the bottom of the template.

REVIEW

The dot after a note makes its value increase by half again. So, a 2-beat minim
increases by 1 beat to make 3 counts. How much would a 1-beat crotchet
increase by? What about a 4-beat semibreve?

4and5 | RECAP v Publish melodies using Time signature
Perform MuseScore Studio, Dotted Minim
Inputting: key signature,
LEARN time signature, instrument
Explore MuseScore Studio. Pupils should input their melodies from the lines and melody

previous lesson and then listen to them back on playback. Can they conduct
as they listen to the music?



https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/642c52ec-3b8f-4ddd-aec9-ed9549c07723/downloads/f4ff9017-863c-4b9d-ac58-740d0f42ab5b/Compose%20Yourself%20Template%201.pdf?ver=1787069301026
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/642c52ec-3b8f-4ddd-aec9-ed9549c07723/downloads/d3a54c64-8f05-4b70-a516-0de825e555a3/Compose%20Yourself%20Template%202.pdf?ver=1787069301026
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/642c52ec-3b8f-4ddd-aec9-ed9549c07723/downloads/f4447d30-0c62-4751-8375-d62ed9c9dd4f/Compose%20Yourself%20Template%201%203%20time.pdf?ver=1787077508968

MUSIC MAESTRO PRIMARY

REVIEW

How did the melodies sound? Which are you most pleased with? Why?

ASSESSMENT: Exceeded Secured Below

v" Can conduct known songs in
2,3 and 4 time, using hand
gestures to change volume

v" Write and play simple melodies
using a range of time signatures

v Publish melodies using
MuseScore Studio, Inputting:
key signature, time signature,
instrument lines and melody
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UNIT GLOSSARY

Volume How loud or soft a sound is

Forte Italian term meaning ‘loud’, pronounced ‘for-tay’

Piano [talian term meaning ‘soft’, pronounced ‘pee-ar-no’

Mezzo Italian term meaning ‘quite’. Eg Mezzo Forte is quite loud

Conduct Using arm and hand gestures to keep the beat for all
musicians playing a piece of music

Downbeat The strong downward hand gesture to mark the first beat
of the bar

Upbeat The strong upward hand gesture to mark the last beat of

the bar

Time Signature

Two numbers at the start of a composition which show
the number and type of beat in each bar of music

Crotchet A note worth 1 count

Minim A note worth 2 counts

Dotted Minim A note worth 3 counts. It is a minim with a full stop to the
right of it

Semibreve A note worth 4 counts

Quaver A note worth half a count. Two quavers equal 1 count

Stave 5 lines, equally apart, upon which musical notes are
placed

Treble Clef A symbol to show where to place notes on a stave. The

treble clef is sometimes called the G Clef as it centres on
the G line

Ledger line

An extra line added above or below the stave




