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New Family
Workshop
All new families to the school are required
to attend our new family workshop. This is an
opportunity to hear from Miss Barbara about
what to expect during class times and your role
as parent helper. In addition, you’ll be given
a tour of the school to familiarize you with
where to ﬁnd important and helpful items.
Our workshop is on August 31st from 7-8 p.m.
(no kids please). If you are unable to attend,
please e-mail Jennell Connelly at

South County Pre-Kindergarten Co-Op

Helpful Hints for School:
• Class times are: 9:00-11:30am for 3AM, 9:00-12:00 for
4AM and 12:30-3:30pm for the 4PM class.
• You do not need any special school supplies. We’ll
provide a tote-bag (you’re welcome to use your own,
the teachers prefer no backpacks!) at your class picnic.
• Preschool can be messy! We would encourage you
to send your kids in play clothes that you won’t mind
getting messy.
• Please NO FLIP FLOPS. They are not safe for the
playground.
• Remember to send an extra change of clothes
in your child’s bag for the occasional accidents.
• Refer to your parent helper guide for ideas for snack
and other helpful schedule information.

president@davidsonvilleprek.com.

NUT FREE SCHOOL FOR 16-17
Please be aware that at least one child attending the Co-Op has an
anaphylactic reaction to peanuts. In accordance with our Allergy Policy, the
entire school will be nut free for the 2016-2017 school year. Additionally, please
make sure your class representative is informed about any allergies that
affect your child. Allergies of students in your child’s speciﬁc class will be
communicated to you via your class rep, as well as suggestions for snacks.

From the Board President
Welcome new and returning families to our 2016-17 school
year. As we ofﬁcially kick off our school year with this ﬁrst
edition of Whale Tales, I want to let you know that I am very
excited to be serving as your President this year. This is my
second year at the Co-Op and my daughter Ellie will be in the
4AM class this year. I look forward to meeting all of the new
families and working with everyone to continue the rich
tradition of this wonderful Co-Op.
Each month you will receive the SCPC Whale Tales newsletter
via e-mail. This resource contains a lot of pertinent and timely
information including activities planned for your child’s
class, key dates for general membership and board meetings,
updates on committee assignments and much more. Please
read your newsletters, as this is a major source of information!
Also follow us on Facebook so you don’t miss anything!
For the most part, there will not be a lot of big changes this
year at the school. However, returning families will see a
new keypad lock on the front door. This will make it easier for
parents to come and go during class while keeping the door
locked and secure. Additionally, this year the Co-Op will be
doing background checks on all adults that will be helping
in the class. We are still working to ﬁnalize the details of the
background checks, but keep an eye out for an email regarding this in the next few weeks. While we haven’t had any issues
in the past, we are making these changes to ensure our kids
safety going forward and to ensure parents can feel totally
secure sending their children to our school.

The Board of Directors
transitioned into their
roles at our June board
meeting. The Board still
meets monthly to prepare
for the upcoming school
year. Everyone is welcome and encouraged
to attend the board
meetings. I also want to
take a moment to thank
last year’s Board for their
tremendous leadership and hard work. Additionally, we owe
a big thank you to all the parents and Miss Barbara and Miss
Ann who make the school what it is and, of course, to our
Events and Fundraising team, led by Liz Bussink, for the
amazing auction and their other fundraising efforts last year!
The South County Co-op is a school like no other! Our school
provides the unique opportunity to play an active role in your
child’s educational beginning, fostering of social skills and
creative play. We are a cooperative school, so we all have a
vested interest in our school and our children’s success. Again,
I’m excited to work with each of you and get to know you and
your families. Please don’t hesitate to call or e-mail with any
questions or concerns – I’m here to serve you and your family!
Jennell Connelly
jennell@gmail.com or president@davidsonvilleprek.com
617-285-0296 (call or text)

2016-2017 SCPC Board of Directors
President – Jennell Connelly
jennell@gmail.com

DFRC Rep – Loren Dlugos
lorentoni@yahoo.com

1st VP – Tina Toth
tinalularoe@gmail.com

Marketing – Open currently

2nd VP – Amanda Schneider
amandaschneider100@gmail.com

Editor/Historian – Jen Cochran
jencochran21@gmail.com

3rd VP – Meghan Rix
mrix1109@gmail.com

Events & Fundraising – Chair
Mandy Watts
mandolin.watts@gmail.com

Treasurer – Jeanie Free
acharmbutterﬂy@yahoo.com
Secretary – Open currently

Events & Fundraising – Co-Chair
Beatriz Brown
beatriz.ebrown@gmail.com

3AM – Wendy Loughnane
wendyloughnane@gmail.com

4AM – Samantha Malusky
malusky@gmail.com

4PM – Amanda Tine
amandatine@verizon.net

HAVE A WHALE
OF A TIME
2016-2017 CALENDAR

AUGUST

August 27th, 9AM
Fall Clean-up
This is required for ALL families. Thank you
in advance for all the hard work making
sure our school is clean and ready to go
for our kids! Details on what to expect and
bring can be found later in the newsletter.

25

Board Meeting @ 7:30pm
Amanda Schneider’s house

27

Fall Clean Up - 9am
MANDATORY for ALL families

31

New Family Parent Workshop - 7-8pm
@ SCPC, no children please

SEPTEMBER
1

Tuition Due

TBD

3AM Class Picnic - @ SCPC pavillion

TBD

4AM Class Picnic - @ SCPC pavillion

TBD

4PM Class Picnic - @ SCPC pavillion

6

First Day for 3AM and 4PM
Split Class - Parents stay, no siblings

7

First Day for 4AM Split Class - Parents stay,
no siblings, First FULL DAY for 4PM

8

First FULL DAY - 3AM

9

First FULL DAY - 4AM

12

MANDATORY GMM 7pm @ Ford Hall,
no children please

22

Board Meeting 7:30pm

OCTOBER
1

Tuition Due

12

School Closed - AACPS closed (Yom Kippur)

20-21 School Closed - AACPS Conferences/MSEA
27

Board Meeting 7:30pm

29

Family Fun Day 11am-1pm @ SCPC

Teacher’s Corner

Barbara Freeman
Happy summer and welcome to SCPC! I hope you are enjoying this special time of year to relax and
have some fun with your children. It’s amazing how quickly the summer has gone by.
Three and four year olds are my favorite age group and I’m looking forward to another school year ﬁlled
with smiling faces and excitement for learning. I have always enjoyed the unique atmosphere of working
in a co-op. Having parents work in the classroom on a regular basis gives you an opportunity to provide
more activities for the children and to create a stronger program. It’s also fun to watch parents bring their
own style and enthusiasm into the classroom. Most importantly, we really get to know not just the children
but their extended families as well. I love the sense of community and commitment you feel within the
school.
My husband, Tom, and I have been living in our “starter” home in
the Riverwood section of Davidsonville in what seems like forever
now. He retired from the Secret Service (IT) several years ago. He
has his closer’s license and works for Brennan Title. He is also trying
to improve his golf game. It seems to be a very slow process.
Our son, Matthew, lives in Annapolis with his wife Katie. They have
one of the World’s Cutest Grandsons, Jake, who will be in ﬁrst
grade this year. Jake spends the night with us almost every Friday
and loves Saturday adventures. They also have The World’s Cutest
Granddaughter, Lucy. She turned three in May. She is starting to
join us more regularly on our weekend adventures but she is more of a homebody than her big brother.
Matthew also has two stepdaughters, Sophia and Abby who will be in 7th and 6th grade. He works for
Brown Construction in Annapolis as a project manager.
Our daughter, Jessica, lives in Hollywood, FL with her husband, Kirk. They have another of the World’s
Cutest Grandson, Miles, who also turned three in May. Our third World’s Cutest Grandson will arrive the
beginning of October. She has been teaching biology for Florida Virtual School since Miles was born.
Since Florida is so far away and Miles is quite adorable, I try to sneak off to Florida for a long weekend as
much as I can. Kirk is ﬁnishing up (very soon we hope) his PhD in marine biology. There aren’t a lot of coral
reefs in the Chesapeake Bay so I’m not sure if they will make it up the coast when he starts job hunting.
She has two step children as well, Kiley lives in Oklahoma and Robbie is in the Marines.
Tom and I both enjoy traveling and try to cram as many trips as we can into the summer. We took a
fabulous trip to (mostly) southern Utah in June. We visited eight national parks and put over 75 miles on
my Fitbit. In between trips we have had visits from family so most of those projects I had planned for the
summer have not been completed. We are looking forward to our upcoming family trip to Hilton Head
with our children and grandchildren. It is not always the most restful vacation with 14 people in the house,
but it’s always fun.
In between all the babysitting and travel, I enjoy some quilting and yard work and am usually in the
middle of reading a book.
Enjoy the rest of the summer. Ann and I look forward to seeing everyone in September and hearing about
your summer adventures. See you soon!

Wow! Is it time to write my bio already? Happy Summer everyone! For those of you that don’t know me-I am Miss
Ann, also known as Simi, Eecie, Mom, Meeeem, Nessie, and various other names. I have had the privilege of
being Miss Barbara’s aide for 27 years.
I had a great childhood-born to Hungarian immigrant parents in Washington, DC, then moved to Wheaton,
Maryland when I was ﬁve. Summers were spent at Beverly Beach and playing kickball in my neighborhood,
listening to Beatle music and eating popsicles from the ice cream truck. When I was a little girl, I wanted to be
three things when I grew up- a mommy, a teacher, and an artist. I was an art major in college, worked as a
commercial artist until my husband and I moved to Riva and I had my
two boys, Drew and Justin. I went back to work when my boys were
older as a teacher’s aide for Barbara so I guess I pretty much fulﬁlled
my childhood dreams. Except I haven’t grown up yet.

Teacher’s Corner

Ann Collins

But life got even better....I am married to Ty (also known as “Pa”) who
works for Chaney Enterprises as a cement mixer driver-much to the
delight of our grandsons! Ty and I enjoy going to baseball games,
Nascar races, music festivals, movies, or just sitting and binging on a
TV series.We also lead a Bible study at our church, Calvary Community
Church of Riva.
Our son Drew recently started a new job after working for West Marine
for several years, and Boater’s World before that. Drew was an art
major (like his mom) but has always had a passion for boats and the
water and is now a service manager at a marina in Gibson Island. His
wife Kati is a Nurse Practitioner at Weems Creek Medical Center, and thank God for her patience and knowledge
for when all of our family calls her with medical questions! Drew and Kati have an adorable two year old named
Ryan-one of our three precious grandsons! Ryan likes to paint with “Eecie” and go out on their boat and look for
“buoys and markers and crab traps!”
Some of you may remember our youngest son, Justin-as he has been with the Co-op for a year. Justin manages
their family business, Happy Tails Pet Resort in Crownsville. He is also an associate pastor and Worship leader/guitar
player at our church. Justin was a computer major, and is continuing his education to get his degree in Theology.
His wife Mandy did a bang-up job with events and fundraising last year at the Co-op, and I know she has great
plans for this year! Mandy also plays piano in the Praise band and is part of our children’s ministry at church. She
also writes an online column for Chesapeake Family Magazine called Mommy Daze-check it out if you haven’t
seen it! Justin and Mandy have the rest of our precious grandsons-James- four and Luke- three. They both like to
paint with “Eecie” and play at our beach and play with super heroes. James and Luke will both be at the Co-op
this year-so you will see a lot of Mandy!
This summer, I had three weeks of Art Camp at my house (I hope I unlocked a love for art with the kids!) and I
taught Vacation Bible School for a week. Ty and I went to a soggy, but fun Chesapeake Bay Blues Festival and
a scorching hot (but fun!) Irish Festival. We have been to several Bowie Baysox games-James and Luke liked “Star
Wars Nite”. I have taken several day trips with the grandkids-Sesame Place and Fenwick Island State Park beach.
We drove up to Funland in Rehobeth Beach to feed my addiction to “pick-up” machines and came home with
a bounty of stuffed animals.
I am very blessed that my family lives close by-we spend lots of time together as a family, and the grandkids
spend lots of time at “Eecie and Pa’s” house! I am also blessed to work with Barbara for so many years - we have
our “tag team” system down very well. Her wisdom and calm demeanor is an inspiration to me and we have
gone through a lot together with our parents, our children, and our grandchildren. That is why I am excited for the
birth of her next grandbaby in a few months!
I’m looking forward to a fun ﬁlled school year (don’t worry-we’ll learn stuff, too!) with old friends and new friends!

Registration Discount!
Openings are still available in the 3’s and 4’s classes. If you know
someone interested in attending the school, we are currently offering
50% off registration for new families. Interested families should email
enrollment@davidsonvilleprek.com

Put the Clean-up
on your Calendar
Fall Clean Up for Interior and Exterior: The
annual Fall Clean-Up event for the interior
and exterior of the South County Co-op will
be held on August 27th at 9 a.m. This mandatory clean-up is for ALL families. Our new
families will be primarily focused on
the outside of the school (weed pulling/
mulching playground etc). Please wear
clothes to work in and bring weeding tools,
gloves and rakes. Our returning families will
be inside unpacking, cleaning, setting up
toys, equipment, and supplies for the new
school year.

Each family is required to send one
parent to help (though we love to have
two!). If you have more than one child
enrolled, you need send only one parent.
We recommend if you will be working inside
to NOT bring your children (there is a lot of
heavy furniture stacked and moved, it’s not
safe!) We prefer the outside team not to
bring children, however, if they come, they
will need to be outside playing and supervised. If there is a valid reason you cannot
make the clean-up, please e-mail Linda
Thusius, Maintenance Chair at ljwatt@aol.
com by August 20th to schedule an
alternate job to fulﬁll your membership
requirement. Please note, SCPC by-laws
state that families who do not participate
in mandatory clean-ups will be ﬁned $75.
Thank you for your cooperation in making
our school a great place.

September General
Membership Meeting (GMM)
Our ﬁrst GMM will be held on Monday, September
12th at 7:00 p.m. The GMMs are held in Ford Hall;
the building to the left of the school – follow the
sidewalk around to the front entrance (there is a
sign for the Dance Club). This meeting is mandatory
for all members and will kick off the new school year
with committee reports, any school updates and
discussion of this year’s major fundraiser. Please
don’t bring children to the GMM so that you can
be fully engaged in the meeting. If you have any
questions, issues, suggestions, please feel free to
contact our President, Jennell Connelly
at jennell@gmail.com or attend one of the Board
Meetings. The next Board Meeting will be at
Amanda Schneider’s house on August 25nd at
7:30 p.m.

First Day of School
To make the transition easier for kids who will be in school
for the ﬁrst time, joining a new class or for those who just
aren’t ready to see summer end, the ﬁrst day of school
is a staggered entry. This means that half the class goes
for the ﬁrst half and the second half follows while parents
stay. The class representative will be arranging the split
schedule for the ﬁrst day.

Tuition Schedule
3AM on T/TH Mornings $105/mth (2.5 hour class)
4AM M/W/F Mornings $150/mth (3 hour class)
4PM M-TH Afternoons $205/mth (3 hour class)
Our school year is 9 months long with classes from September-May. Tuition is paid on the ﬁrst
of the month Sept-March. The ﬁrst and last month’s payment is made May 1st of the current year
to conﬁrm your child’s spot at the school. Tuition is due the following dates:
Due Date:
May 1, 2016
Sept 1, 2016
Oct 1, 2016
Nov 1, 2016
Dec 1, 2016
Jan 1, 2016
Feb 1, 2016
Mar 1, 2016

Month payment is for:
First and Last month’s payment due (May 2016)
*Note” Last month” is non-refundable*
Payment for Oct 2016
Payment for Nov 2016
Payment for Dec 2016
Payment for Jan 2017
Payment for Feb 2017
Payment for March 2017
Payment for April 2017

Tuition received after the 10th of the month is assessed a $25 ﬁne.
Payments made after the 20th are assessed an additional ﬁne of $50.
In case of withdrawal, a member is required to give at least one month written notice to the
President and to pay tuition for the entire month in which the child is withdrawn. However, if
the enrollment of a new student to the school results in collection of “double” tuition, the excess
amount of tuition shall be refunded to the departing member. “Last” months tuition payment
is forfeited in the case of all withdrawls.

Enjoy the rest of your summer!
We are looking forward to a fun and rewarding school year.

