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Outside PLAY

Please remember to dress your child warmly 
for playing up on the hill. We will continue 
to play outside as long as the weather is 
not too bitter. Our hill is the windiest place 
in Davidsonville so be sure to have your 
child bring hats and mittens! It is easier 
to find your child’s hat and mittens if you 
place them in the sleeve of their coats. We 
have difficulty finding them when they are 
down in the bottom of the tote bag. Ann & 
I would also like to express our preference 
for mittens over gloves. When trying to get 
lots of children ready to go outside quickly, 
mittens are so much easier! 

 Santa is coming 
to SCPC
Santa usually comes to visit on the last school day before Christmas. The school has a Santa suit that 
can be used. Each class needs to decide if they would like Santa to visit, and if so, arrange for a father, 
grandfather, or neighbor to be Santa. Santa usually arrives the last 30 minutes of class time and hands 
out the decorated bags. Parents are invited to watch Santa’s visit. If you are interested in having Santa 
come, please let your class rep know so they are able to make arrangements.



From the Board President

2016-2017 SCPC Board of Directors
President – Jennell Connelly
jennell@gmail.com

1st VP – Tina Toth
tinalularoe@gmail.com

2nd VP – Amanda Schneider
amandaschneider100@gmail.com

3rd VP – Meghan Rix
mrix1109@gmail.com

Treasurer – Jeanie Free
acharmbutterfly@yahoo.com

Secretary – Amber Curry
Amber042492@gmail.com

DFRC Rep – Loren Dlugos
lorentoni@yahoo.com

Marketing – Alka Desai 
alkadesai@comcast.net

Editor/Historian – Jen Cochran
jencochran21@gmail.com

Events & Fundraising – Chair 
Mandy Watts 
mandolin.watts@gmail.com

Events & Fundraising – Co-Chair 
Beatriz Brown
beatriz.ebrown@gmail.com

3AM – Tina Toth 
tinalularoe@gmail.com

4AM – Sharon Gott 
4gottmom@gmail.com

4PM – Amanda Tine
amandatine@verizon.net

Jennell is currently feeling a little under the weather and will 
not be submitting an article this month. Please keep her in 
your thoughts! 



2016-2017 CALENDAR

HAVE A WHALE        OF A TIME
DECEMBER
1 Tuiton Due
2 School OPEN - AACPS Closed
7 4’s Traditions - Bring special item & soup can
8 3’s Traditions - Bring special item
13 LuLaRoe Fundraiser at SCPC 4-8pm
15 Board Meeting 7:30pm
23-2 School Closed - Christmas/Winter Break

JANUARY
1 Tuition Due
1-2 School Closed - Christmas/Winter Break
16 School Closed - MLK Day
18-19 4AM & 4PM Conferences 
 (Afternoon & Evening)
23 School OPEN (AACPS Closed)
26 Board Meeting 7:30pm

FEBRUARY
1 Tuition Due
6 MANDATORY GMM 7pm @ Ford Hall,
 no children please
16 Board Meeting 7:30pm
20 School Closed - President’s Day
25 3AM Father’s Day Celebration

MARCH
1 Tuition Due
3 School Closed - AACPS Conferences
4 4AM & 4PM Father’s day Celebration
11 AUCTION
16 Board Meeting 7:30pm
27 4AM & 4PM Field Trip to Natural 
 History Museum
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FINGERPLAYS

It can’t be December! It’s hard to  
believe the holiday rush is upon us. 
December is an exciting month for the 
threes and fours. Signs of that “C” word 
are everywhere! At school we will try to 
minimize the pre-holiday frenzy while 
exposing the children to some of the  
fun and spirit of the season. 

It is always interesting to learn how other families celebrate the holidays. We will 
give everyone a chance to share their holiday traditions by having “Traditions 
Day” on December 7th for both classes or the 8th for the threes. On these days 
each child may bring in something that represents a special holiday tradition  
for your family - perhaps a special book that you read, a candle you light, etc. 
We will share these items with each other during opening group time.

    Here’s the chimney, (make a fist)
Here’s the top, (Place other hand over top)
Open the top, (remove hand)
Up Santa will pop! ((Pop out thumb) 

This little elf likes to hammer,
And this little elf likes to draw.
This little elf likes to splash on the paint,
And this little elf likes to feed Santa’s reindeer.
But this little elf likes most of all,
To put the cry in the baby doll-mama, mama!

Santa

Elves



The threes are finally settling into a routine at school  
and beginning to socialize with each other.  We are also 
seeing less resistance to sharing and taking turns. Always 
a good sign.

Everyone enjoyed the nature presentation from Watkin’s 
Park last month. I was especially impressed that Miss Ann 
actually touched the snake!

This month we will explore our sense of taste by trying 
several different types of foods. We will also explore our 
sense of hearing by bringing our the instruments and 
playing in the band. 

To help understand the spirit of sharing and giving we will 
also be making a special gift for the parents - remember, 
no peeking!

Our last day of class before the holidays will be Decem-
ber 22nd. We will have a small celebration on that day. 
As part of this celebration the children will be making 
decorative bags to be displayed in the classroom. On 
this day, if you would like, your child can bring a small 
item to help fill the bags. Stickers, wrapped candy, small 
party favors are a few suggestions. Please bring enough 
for each bag if you would like to participate. The chil-
dren always enjoy filling the bags as much as they like 
receiving them! Please let me know if you have any 
questions. The bags will be passed out to each child at 
the end of the day.  

Days to remember:
Dec. 8th: Traditions, bring in special item from home 
Dec. 22nd: Last day, bring items for stuffing bags.

November was a busy month for the 4’s. Everyone  
enjoyed the creative play and the many varied art 
projects that went along with the Native American unit. 
Grinding corn was very popular again this year. Peeling 
the corn off the cob is highly therapeutic! The voyage 
of the Mayflower was also fun. Thanks also goes to Ann 
who spent a long day in the kitchen helping the children  
stencil their t-shirts, they looked fabulous!

To encourage name writing we will begin to “sign-in” 
at the beginning of the day. When practicing at home, 
have them write their name with the first letter upper-
case, the rest lowercase letters.

The letter box will again make several visits this month. 

The 4’s are always very excited about the holidays and 
we will busy ourselves decorating the classroom, making 
gifts and preparing for the holiday season. Now that the 
new calendar has arrived, we will be able to use that 
“C” word. On Dec. 9th we will talk about the many lights 

of the season. Each child needs to bring in an empty 
soup-size can by Wednesday the 7th for candle making. 
We will also be making a special gift to bring home  
for Mom and Dad. As with the threes we will have  
a small celebration on the 21st or 22nd. We will be  
making decorative bags to be filled on the day of  
the celebration (see note for 3’s). 

Days to remember: 
Dec. 7th - bring in empty soup can
Dec. 7th - Traditions, bring in special from home
Dec 21/22nd st - bring in items for bag stuffing

Looking way ahead - Our trip to the National History 
Museum will be held on March 27th. While the main 
dinosaur exhibit is closed they have a temporary exhibit 
set-up for those of us that can’t wait three more years  
to see a dinosaur skeleton. Each child will need an adult 
to attend this trip. We will meet at school at 9:00 and 
carpool to the New Carrollton Metro Station. We  
generally leave the museum at 12:30. 

4’s

3’s



BOOKS
Books always make wonderful Christmas gifts. These are some of our favorites that we 
read at school. You might want to consider some of the class favorites when Christ-
mas shopping this year. 

Go Away, Big Green Monster by Ed Emberly
Abiyoyo by Pete Seeger
The Very Busy Spider, Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Very Quiet Cricket by Eric Carle
There’s an Alligator under My Bed by Mercer Mayer
Freight Train by Donald Crewes
The Napping House by Audry Wood
Sadie and the Snowman by Allen Morgan
The Wild Toboggan Ride by Suzanne Reid
The Mitten, The Trouble with Trolls and The Wild Christmas Reindeer by Jan Brett
The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry and the Big Hungry Bear  
  by Don and Audry Wood
Froggy Gets Dressed by Jonathon Landan
Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
The Spooky Old Tree by Stan and Jan Berenstain
Ten Apples up on Top by Theo. LeSieg
Pet the Cat books by James Dean

PARENT-HELPING DAYS
With winter right around the corner, 
it is not uncommon for your child (or 
other family member) to become 
sick on your parent-helping day.  
If possible, we would appreciate  
it if you could call another class  
member to switch parent helping 
days with you. We realize sometimes 
it is not possible to find a replace-
ment at the last minute. There is an 
emergency snack and juice supply 
available at the school. If it used 
during your assigned parent helping 
day, we ask that you replace it as 
soon as possible.

Pick-up Time
 
December is a very busy 
month for everyone. We 
realize that parents try to fit 
in as much shopping and 
errand-running in as possible during the short time their 
children are in school. When you are out and about, 
please remember that at this time of year there are  
longer check-out lines and more traffic. We have  
a short turn around on Mondays and Wednesday and 
also many commitments after school as well and we  
appreciate it when parents arrive on time for pickup. 



Events & Fundraising

The Holiday shopping frenzy has begun. As you’re out and about getting your goodies, please remem-
ber to ask local shops and businesses for donations to our “80’s Night Auction & Dinner”, which is taking 
place on Saturday, March 11th 2017. Most places are more than happy to donate merchandise or gift 
certificates, all we have to do is ask! Donation Request Letters can be found in the E&F Committee Chair 
box at school or feel free to contact Mandy Watts or Beatriz Brown. (Just a reminder that each family is 
responsible for purchasing 4 tickets to the auction and acquiring either two $25 donations, OR one $50 
donation that will be used in the Auction). You can also peruse our LARGE list of previous donors on our 
Google Doc Sheet. Please be sure to put your name next to any businesses that you plan on asking for 
donations and update the ‘Status’ column as you make contact with places.

Here are a few other ways you can help support our school while checking off items on your gift lists:
Amazon Smile (www.smile.amazon.com & select “South County Pre-kindergarten Co-Op”)
CertifiKID Gives (www.certifikid.com & put in promo code: SCPC when checking out and for every $30+ you spend, $5 will be 
donated to our school and YOU will save $5 on your deal purchase)
Safeway (pre-register online at www.escrip.com with the SCPC group ID: 6565463)

Thank you all and hope everyone has a blessed and enjoyable Holiday season!
         ~Mandy Watts, E&F Chair & Beatriz Brown, E&F Co-Chair

We hope everyone enjoyed their Thanksgiving break and are getting excited for 
the upcoming Holidays! A huge ‘Thank You’ to all who supported our November 
fundraisers. I know my kids had a blast decorating their Make-it-Plates. Here is  
a recap of how successful our recent fundraisers have been:

All American Steakhouse raised $499 for our school! Thank you Laurie for organizing it!
Make-it-Plates raised $685.10! This is the most this fundraiser has ever made. A big Thank You to Laurie 
Daddino and all her hard work putting it together. The finished plates are expected to arrive by the 
end of December.
Ledo Pizza  Thank you to Amber Curry and her family for putting this together and helping support our 
school! We’re still waiting on a total for the fundraiser.

Coming up in December 
is a special LulaRoe Fundraiser at the school on Tuesday, December 
13th from 4:00-8:00pm hosted by Tina Toth. She will have a great  
selection of leggings, dresses, skirts, tops, kid’s clothing and more for 
you to choose from! If you’ve never tried LulaRoe before, now’s your 
chance! We will have kids crafts and cookie-decorating station from 
4-6pm so feel free to bring the kids, and then tasty hors d’ouvres and 
drinks from 6-8pm. We hope you’ll bring your family and friends to come 
out and support our sweet school while checking off a few things  
from your holiday wish list!
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