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In his last official report to the city council, now-departed Independence City Manager Tom Pessemier 

announced promotions for two staff members he hired during his three years with the city, including 

the placement of the current library director into a new role that also supervises the city’s Parks and 

Recreation and the Heritage Museum. 

            

The director of the library, Patrick Bodily, has the “bandwidth” to take on more responsibility, 

Pessemier explained to the city councilors. 

 

Under the title of “community services director,” Bodily will be responsible for oversight of the Parks 

and Recreation Board, which is tasked with guidance for city parks, such as Riverview and Henry Hill, 

as well as other recreational facilities. Bodily also will serve as administrator for the Heritage Museum. 

 

Attempts to reach Bodily were unsuccessful; An automatic email reply from his office stated: “I will be 

away from the library until Tuesday, November 30 and will reply to emails as quickly as I can once I 

return.” 

 

Historically, director duties for the library have been combined with those for the Heritage Museum, 

but Parks and Recreation remained separate. In recent years, Shawn Irvine, the city’s economic 

development director, was listed as the staff contact under “Parks & Rec” on the city website. 

 

Also receiving a title change was City Planner Fred Evander, who was named planning manager. 

 

This week, Independence Police Chief Robert Mason officially became the interim city manager while 

a search for Pessemier’s replacement is underway.  
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