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March 2026
OUR PURPOSE:
“Embracing the love of Jesus through ministry, mission & witness”


“Connected to the Body”
by: Pastor Casey Chapman

	“To the churches…” Letters circulated at the beginning of the church.  Letters of prophecy and letters of encouragement, teaching, and exhortation.  With the Pauline letters, when one church had finished reading it, the letter would be carried off to another church.  The Early, New Testament, Church understood that the Body of Christ was far larger than one local congregation.  
	In a local body, such as Shelton Memorial Christian Church, we help encourage each other, teach each other, support each other, worship together, battle in prayer together, and love one another.  So it is with churches.  Think of each church as one member of the Body of Christ.  In a community each church brings its unique talents.  Some have a great youth group.  Others minister to the retirement community well.  Some churches have the gift of nurturing the young through pre-school.  Some churches have the gifts to minister to young adults.  All of the local churches have these abilities but to different degrees, and thus we come together as The Church to minister to an entire community, sharing our strengths with one another and supporting each other’s weaknesses.  
	The Ulysses Ministerial Alliance is one way our congregation participates with the other churches in town.  It is a place where we help manage resources for our community to help those in need.  A place for pastors to bounce sermon ideas off of each other and to find encouragement when they face difficult situations in their ministry.  It is a united place of care and love, of calling another out if it is noticed that they are burning the candle at both ends.  Christ’s Body is stronger together.  
	About three years ago SMCC was introduced to a fellowship of churches called the Disciple Heritage Fellowship.  DHF was founded and exists mainly of churches who left the Disciples of Christ in order to return back to the authority of the Bible and the original founding principles of the Stone Campbell movement.  Through DHF, SMCC found its current pastor.  What many do not know is that our connection remains close to DHF.  Each Tuesday, Pastor meets with a group of DHF pastors for prayer, study, and encouragement.  The board voted a year ago to support or tithe a portion of the Sunday offering to DHF as part of our vision statement, “To Embrace the Love of Jesus through Ministry, Missions, and Witness.”  
Over the month of March the elders wish to share with the congregation More about DHF and the benefits that DHF offers congregations like ours.  Some benefits DHF offers are the following…
A source of historical identity and theology.  Our Statement of Faith already aligns with DHF’s own Beliefs Statement.  
Another benefit is crisis intervention.  Every church periodically faces a crisis situation. There are no perfect churches where crises never arise.  Some crises are best dealt with internally, but some come to the point where outside intervention is necessary if there is to be any hope of a resolution.  In those situations, it is important for a congregation to be able to turn to someone who shares both their trust and their core values.  DHF, through the existing relationships between our leaders and congregations, is able to provide intervention services as a trusted outside resource.  Several DHF churches have used this benefit to minister to their congregation when their pastor passed unexpectedly, or a natural disaster hit their town.  
Finally, to be mentioned here, is networking.  Relationships with other churches are important to allow congregations to learn from each other’s experience, knowledge, and skill sets.  
On March 15th, the elders will be presenting a brief summary of DHF during the announcements as we continue to work with them as a congregation.  Feel free to ask questions of your elders and pastor about UMA or DHF and visit DHF’s website at www.discipleheritage.org.   






MARCH BIRTHDAYS/*ANNIVERSARIES
[bookmark: _Hlk146548005][bookmark: _Hlk217898868]03 – Jason Phelps
03 – Carol Tyler
03 – Donna McGaughey
05 – Witten Bohl
08 – *Darren & Janet Watson
[bookmark: _Hlk159337746]08 – *Craig & Pam Brown
11 – Linda Spencer
12 – Tim McCauley
12 – *Darrin & Stacy Figgins
14 – Darren Watson
15 – Bill Harrold
15 – Sara Watson
[bookmark: _Hlk185429772]19 – Janet Watson
[bookmark: _Hlk190865719]20 – Cory Post
20 – Dee Dee Daniels
21 – Kim Klein
24 – Derienne Pantoja
28 – Jodi Flores
29 – *Trip & Deanna Hull
31 – *Gary & Sandy Howard
If your special day has been missed, please contact the church office.  620-356-2305
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Scheduled to Serve in March:
Elders:  Wally Raines, Tamra Rundell
                  
Deacons:  Brian Gustin, Randy Klein   
                  Brett Lysinger, Jeri Lynn Wells

Communion:  Kim Klein/Kelly Rae Howard

Worship Leaders: 
[bookmark: _Hlk137733250]01: Rhonda Anderson	            22:  Kelly Howard
[bookmark: _Hlk202357879]08: Jan Goehring    	            29: Tamra Rundell
15:  Jean Teeter
Greeters:  Deacons for the month
Questions??    CALL or email:
Pastor Casey 620-356-2305(W) 814-573-8148 (C)    pastorcaseychapman@gmail.com
Rhonda @ 620-356-2305 (W) 620-952-0589 (C)	   smcc1oms@gmail.com or redhb@pld.com
Kelly Rae @ 620-356-2305 (W) 620-353-8798 (C)    smcc2ce@gmail.com or kellyraehoward1961@gmail.com
                                                                                
SMCC cares about you!  You are loved and prayed for when you’re here and when you’re NOT here. AND YOU ARE MISSED!!!!!  Remember, this is your home away from home!
General Offering to SMCC thru February
$ 38,390.85
Thank you, God, for the generosity of this
Community of Believers and may their love for you and each other be an inspiration to reach out to those who are in need of knowing You and believing in your love, peace and grace.

REMINDER                                        
If you have a loved one in the hospital, please let                              the church office staff know (620-356-2305).
If there is someone who is not on the prayer list but needs to be, please let the office staff know.  We do         want to pray for those in immediate need!!  So, keep        us updated, PLEASE.  Rhonda
Known Prayer Concerns & Joys:       
[bookmark: _Hlk154565714]Don McElroy (Monty’s friend), Brant & Amy Peterson, Callahan Dawson, David Steen (heart issue), Tammy Steen (heart issue), Martie Floyd, Carol Tyler, Ron Knapp (friend of Chapman’s - heart), Marcia Swann, Donna Hooton, Lea Daniels, Linda Hickman, Catherine Fowler, Karen Wilkerson, Raymond Howell, Gary McCarty (Carol Annis’ brother), Terry Anderson, Tim Dennett & wife, Jolene Turner, Kinsey (Lana’s g-daughter), Pauline Wilkerson, Randy Fisher, Betty Wilkerson, Nichole Smyth, Adam Heinrichs, Michelle (friend of Kim McG), Luke Ruiz (Violet’s brother), Bob Myers, Sharlene Harding, David Harding, Kasich Smyth, Roman Ruiz (Violet’s brother), Justin Brickman (Leona’s cousin), Kayla Smyth, Jerald & Sharon Phelps.
Prayers for those who have recently lost loved ones!
Pray for our Armed Forces:  Caden Beims, Maison Wiginton, Dylan Carroll, Canyon Collum, Adam Lambing, Corey Ungles, Lacy Rundell ========================================Regular Monthly Schedule
Sunday          9:30 A.M. – Christian Ed. Classes Odds & Ends –‘Walking with God in the Desert’                                        
  10:30 A.M. – Worship Service
                            CAN ALSO VIEW ONLINE      
[bookmark: _Hlk201239154]  1st Sunday   9:00 A.M. – Elder’s Meeting 
Wednesday    7:00 P.M. – Choir Practice
   3rd Wed.      6:15 P.M. – Special Wednesday
     Prayer Meeting in sanctuary w/Elders- Join us!!!
---------------------------------------------------------------   
   Let Rhonda know if you enjoy this newsletter.

[bookmark: _Hlk183436661][bookmark: _Hlk171601700][bookmark: _Hlk169176507]Monthly Schedule for MARCH 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk196813798][bookmark: _Hlk193112337] Mar. 1–  9:00 A.M.  Elder Meeting  
                 9:30 A.M.  Odds & Ends Sunday School
               10:30 A.M.  Worship Service
[bookmark: _Hlk217910008]                    Message by Pastor Casey Chapman
[bookmark: _Hlk213856795][bookmark: _Hlk213856753] Mar. 4–   6:00 P.M.  Bible Study w/Pastor
                  7:00 P.M.  Choir Practice
 Mar. 8–   9:30 A.M.  Odds & Ends Sunday School
                10:30 A.M.  Worship Service
                       Message by Pastor Casey Chapman
                  1:00 P.M.  Worship Meeting    
 Mar. 10– 7:00 P.M.  Board Meeting
 Mar. 11– 9:00 A.M.  CWF Meeting - TBA
[bookmark: _Hlk217908610]                  6:00 P.M.  Bible Study w/Pastor
                  7:00 P.M.  Choir Practice
 Mar. 12–  6:00 P.M. Prayers in Memorial Park  
                                   across from the Hospital                  
 Mar. 15– 9:30 A.M. Odds & Ends Sunday School   
                10:30 A.M.  Worship Service
                  NOON – St. Patrick’s Potato Bar hosted 
                                 by the Odds & Ends Class – 
[bookmark: _Hlk207022772][bookmark: _Hlk201581702][bookmark: _Hlk212454915][bookmark: _Hlk217910361]Mar. 16–20  SPRING BREAK 
 Mar. 18–  6:15 P.M.  Prayers with elders in                     
                         the Sanctuary – All are welcome
                   7:00 P.M.  Choir Practice
[bookmark: _Hlk217909353] Mar. 22–  9:30 A.M. Odds & Ends Sunday School
[bookmark: _Hlk212467604]                 10:30 A.M.  Worship Service
[bookmark: _Hlk202359268] Mar. 25–   6:00 P.M.  Bible Study w/Pastor 
[bookmark: _Hlk198823866][bookmark: _Hlk201240306]                   7:00 P.M.  Choir Practice                             
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