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Families of University of Idaho Murder Victims Speak 
Out Against Disclosure of Phone Data  
  
Families File Suit to Block Requests for Murder Victims’ Data 
 
WALLA WALLA, Wash., September 25, 2026 — Family members of three victims of 
the University of Idaho murders have filed suit in Walla Walla County Superior Court 
seeking to prevent the City of Walla Walla from releasing forensic data extracted from the 
phones of Kaylee Goncalves, Ethan Chapin, Madison Mogen, and Xana Kernodle in 
response to public records requests. The families say the data likely contains private 
information about the victims, their relatives, and other people who communicated with 
them.   
 
“These damaging intrusions into our families’ privacy need to end,”  said Alivea 
Goncalves, eldest sister of Kaylee Goncalves, one of the victims.  “The public’s right to 
know has limits.”  
 
“A blanket request for all data on these phones violates the rights of the children, our 
families, and everyone whose information is in the data,” added Stacy Chapin, the mother 
of victim Ethan Chapin. 
 
The families seek immediate court intervention before the City’s stated September 30 
response deadline, as well as a permanent injunction against disclosure of the data. The 
families have asked the Court for a scheduling conference on Tuesday, October 27, 2026, 
at 9:30 a.m. PDT to expedite their request for a temporary restraining order and 
permanent injunction. 
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