
SEX TRAFFICKING IS HERE NOW AT THE SUPERBOWL. Please review/share 

this tip sheet with your staff. Your awareness could free someone from a 

living hell. BE AWARE. If possible, please post in public areas with high foot 

traffic. IT IS TIME TO UNTRAFFICK AMERICA. 

 

  

Tip Sheet Hotels/Motels/Restaurants – spotting possible human trafficking 

• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant-specific intelligence and questions 

o Did they pay with cash? If not, is the name on the card available? 

o Were there several apparent minors with a single “controlling” adult? 

o If alcohol is being served, compare the adult and minors’ apparent level of comfort. 

o In hotels/motels ask if there will be additional guest, and request they provide ID at the desk for reasons of 

COVID compliance. 

• Evidence of physical abuse 

o Bruises, cuts, burn marks from cigarettes, etc. 

o Pay attention to wrists, ankles, arms, and neck as these may carry marks of restraint or control. 

o Thin red lines or marks crisscrossing ankles or wrists indicating physical restraint. 

o Malnourished, dirty, or unkempt appearance.  

• Clothing 

o Suggestive and/or revealing clothing on child or very young girl. Low-cut tops, shorts, deliberately visible 

undergarments, etc. 

o Mis-sized or ill-fitting clothing (too big/too small). Poorer clothing than accompanying adult. 

o Mismatched accessories including scarves, long sleeves, sunglasses hiding identity and possible signs of 

abuse. 

o Mismatch of clothes to climate or event. Too little clothing in too cold a climate, revealing or suggestive 

clothing at public event. 

• Hygiene  

o Extensive bathing in public bathroom. 

o Public or restroom use of dry spray shampoo and brush. 

• Tattoos and/or scars – especially on underage children 

o Money sign tattoos, barcode tattoos, “daddy, master, owned, etc.” 

o Brands of name, place, or gang symbol. 

• Interaction 

o Reluctant to make eye contact. 

o Hurried or truncated response to questions. 

o Deferring all conversation to adult present. 

o Actively moving away from and/or avoiding law enforcement or security. 

• Contextual/Situation 

o Apparent presence of controlling figure. 

o Exhibition of fear or agitation in proximity to controlling figure. 

o Aggressive insertion of controlling figure in any attempt at interaction. 

o Controlling figure limits movement or action and all interaction with others. 

o Controller/victim’s stories inconsistent or sound scripted. Victim may not give age when asked. 

o Controller has and keeps control of all of the victim’s identification. 

Reaction 

• Do not draw attention to yourself and resist the urge to personally act. Human traffickers are some of the most 

ruthless individuals on the criminal spectrum. They can best be defeated with intel and accurate reporting. 

• Move to a safe distance, ensure you have the details to report, and call 911. You may be routed to an agency that 

specializes in kidnapping and human trafficking. The most important thing you can do is get the data right. You have 

the right to request to remain anonymous in the reporting process. 

If you are in a place with security or a customer service center, inform them and ask them to contact 911. If you 

do not believe they have NOT acted, contact the National Human Trafficking Hotline (888) 373-7888. You can also 

text “HELP” or “INFO” to BeFree (233733).  
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Tip Sheet Airport/Bus station/Train station – spotting possible human trafficking 

• Travel-specific elements, intelligence, and questions 
o Traveling with little or no possessions or clothes. 

o Traveling with no phone or a “non-smart” phone. 

o Traveling alone, but with no knowledge of current location, destination, point of origin, bus number/flight 

number/train number, or who is meeting them. 

• Travel-specific intelligence 

o Time of encounter, flights, busses, or trains arriving or leaving in time window. 

o Direction of travel. 

o The traveler may have been provided a ticket for a “modeling job, movie extra, etc.”  

• Evidence of physical abuse 

o Bruises, cuts, burn marks from cigarettes, etc. 

o Pay attention to wrists, ankles, arms, and neck as these may carry marks of restraint or control. 

o Thin red lines or marks crisscrossing ankles or wrists indicating physical restraint. 

o Malnourished, dirty, or unkempt appearance.  

• Clothing 

o Suggestive and/or revealing clothing on child or very young girl. Low-cut tops, shorts, deliberately visible 

undergarments, etc. 

o Mis-sized or ill-fitting clothing (too big/too small). Poorer clothing than accompanying adult. 

o Mismatched accessories including scarves, long sleeves, sunglasses hiding identity and possible signs of 

abuse. 

o Mismatch of clothes to climate or event. Too little clothing in too cold a climate, revealing or suggestive 

clothing at public event. 

• Hygiene  

o Extensive bathing in public bathroom. 

o Public or restroom use of dry spray shampoo and brush. 

• Tattoos and/or scars – especially on underage children 

o Money sign tattoos, barcode tattoos, “daddy, master, owned, etc.” 

o Brands of name, place, or gang symbol. 

• Interaction 

o Reluctant to make eye contact. 

o Hurried or truncated response to questions. 

o Deferring all conversation to adult present. 

o Actively moving away from and/or avoiding law enforcement or security. 

• Contextual/Situation 

o Apparent presence of controlling figure. 

o Exhibition of fear or agitation in proximity to controlling figure. 

o Aggressive insertion of controlling figure in any attempt at interaction. 

o Controlling figure limits movement or action and all interaction with others. 

o Controller/victim’s stories inconsistent or sound scripted. Victim may not give age when asked. 

o Controller has and keeps control of all of the victim’s identification. 

Reaction 

• Do not draw attention to yourself and resist the urge to personally act. Human traffickers are some of the most 

ruthless individuals on the criminal spectrum. They can be best defeated with intel and accurate reporting. 

• Move to a safe distance, ensure you have the details to report, and call 911. You may be routed to an agency that 

specializes in kidnapping and human trafficking. The most important thing you can do is get the data right. You have 

the right to request to remain anonymous in the reporting process. If you are in a place with security or a customer 

service center, inform them and ask them to contact 911. If you do not believe they have NOT acted, contact 

the National Human Trafficking Hotline 888 373-7888. You can also text “HELP” or “INFO” to BeFree (233733).   
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Tip Sheet Truckers/Truck stops – spotting possible human trafficking 

• Trucking specific elements, intelligence, and questions 
o Witnessing a minor engage in or soliciting to perform a commercial sex act. 

o A passenger vehicle pulls into the truck parking area and multiple people get out and go truck-to-truck. 

o Discussion of she/he having to make a quota. 

• Trucking-specific intelligence 

o Location of incident, make, model, color, and license plate of vehicle, if possible. 

o Their apparent direction of travel. 

• Evidence of physical abuse 

o Bruises, cuts, burn marks from cigarettes, etc. 

o Pay attention to wrists, ankles, arms, and neck as these may carry marks of restraint or control. 

o Thin red lines or marks crisscrossing ankles or wrists indicating physical restraint. 

o Malnourished, dirty, or unkempt appearance.  

• Clothing 

o Suggestive and/or revealing clothing on child or very young girl. Low-cut tops, shorts, deliberately visible 

undergarments, etc. 

o Mis-sized or ill-fitting clothing (too big/too small). Poorer clothing than accompanying adult. 

o Mismatched accessories including scarves, long sleeves, sunglasses hiding identity and possible signs of 

abuse. 

o Mismatch of clothes to climate or event. Too little clothing in too cold a climate, revealing or suggestive 

clothing at public event. 

• Hygiene  

o Extensive bathing in public bathroom. 

o Public or restroom use of dry spray shampoo and brush. 

• Tattoos and/or scars – especially on underage children 

o Money sign tattoos, barcode tattoos, “daddy, master, owned, etc.” 

o Brands of name, place, or gang symbol. 

• Interaction 

o Reluctant to make eye contact. 

o Hurried or truncated response to questions. 

o Deferring all conversation to adult present. 

o Actively moving away from and/or avoiding law enforcement or security. 

• Contextual/Situation 

o Apparent presence of controlling figure. 

o Exhibition of fear or agitation in proximity to controlling figure. 

o Aggressive insertion of controlling figure in any attempt at interaction. 

o Controlling figure limits movement or action and all interaction with others. 

o Controller/victim’s stories inconsistent or sound scripted. Victim may not give age when asked. 

o Controller has and keeps control of all of the victim’s identification. 

Reaction 

• Do not draw attention to yourself and resist the urge to personally act. Human traffickers are some of the most 

ruthless individuals on the criminal spectrum. They can be best defeated with intel and accurate reporting. 

• Move to a safe distance, ensure you have the details to report, and call 911. You may be routed to an agency that 

specializes in kidnapping and human trafficking. The most important thing you can do is get the data right. You have 

the right to request anonymity in the reporting process.If you are in a place with security or a customer service 

center, inform them and ask them to contact 911. If you do not believe they have NOT acted, contact the 

National Human Trafficking Hotline 888 373-7888. You can also text “HELP” or “INFO” to BeFree (233733).   
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Tip Sheet Rideshare – spotting possible human trafficking 

• Rideshare-specific elements, intelligence, and questions 
o Did your passenger speak about a pimp or needing to make a quota? 

o Did your passenger seem distressed? 

o If your passenger is a minor with an adult, does the minor seemed controlled or coerced? Told not to speak, 

or grabbed and/or restrained when questioned? 

• Rideshare-specific intelligence 

o When and where they were picked up and dropped off. 

o Appearance, any accent, and dress of the adult and the minor. 

• Evidence of physical abuse 

o Bruises, cuts, burn marks from cigarettes, etc. 

o Pay attention to wrists, ankles, arms, and neck as these may carry marks of restraint or control. 

o Thin red lines or marks crisscrossing ankles or wrists indicating physical restraint. 

o Malnourished look, dirty or unkempt appearance.  

• Clothing 

o Suggestive and/or revealing clothing on child or very young girl. Low-cut tops, shorts, deliberately visible 

undergarments, etc. 

o Mis-sized or ill-fitting clothing (too big/too small). Poorer clothing than accompanying adult. 

o Mismatched accessories including scarves, long sleeves, sunglasses hiding identity and possible signs of 

abuse. 

o Mismatch of clothes to climate or event. Too little clothing in too cold a climate, revealing or suggestive 

clothing at public event. 

• Hygiene  

o Extensive bathing in public bathroom. 

o Public or restroom use of dry spray shampoo and brush. 

• Tattoos and/or scars – especially on underage children 

o Money sign tattoos, barcode tattoos, “daddy, master, owned, etc.” 

o Brands of name, place, or gang symbol. 

• Interaction 

o Reluctant to make eye contact. 

o Hurried or truncated response to questions. 

o Deferring all conversation to adult present. 

o Actively moving away from and/or avoiding law enforcement. 

• Contextual/Situation 

o Apparent presence of controlling figure. 

o Exhibition of fear or agitation in proximity to controlling figure. 

o Aggressive insertion of controlling figure in any attempt at interaction. 

o Controlling figure limits movement or action and all interaction with others. 

o Controller/victim’s stories inconsistent or sound scripted. Victim may not give age when asked. 

o Controller has and keeps control of all of the victim’s identification. 

Reaction 

• Do not draw attention to yourself and resist the urge to personally act. Human traffickers are some of the most 

ruthless individuals on the criminal spectrum. They can be best defeated with intel and accurate reporting. 

• Move to a safe distance, ensure you have the details to report, and call 911. You may be routed to an agency that 

specializes in kidnapping and human trafficking. The most important thing you can do is get the data right. You have 

the right to request anonymity in the reporting process. 

If you are in a place with security or a customer service center, inform them and ask them to contact 911. If you 

do not believe they have NOT acted, contact the National Human Trafficking Hotline 888 373-7888. You can also 

text “HELP” or “INFO” to BeFree (233733).   
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Sources 

https://www.wikihow.com/Spot-Human-Trafficking 

https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/indicators-human-trafficking 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/archive/otip/fact-sheet/fact-sheet-identifying-victims-human-trafficking 

https://polarisproject.org/training/ 

https://questionsspace.com/how-do-you-spot-a-trafficker 

https://nursejournal.org/articles/how-nurses-recognize-and-report-human-trafficking/ 

https://truckersagainsttrafficking.org/ 

https://truckersagainsttrafficking.org/red-flags/ 

https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/human-trafficking-at-airports/index.html 

Content 

This content is available free in electronic format at: 

https://leantaillabs.com/free-downloads 

Thanks 

We are profoundly grateful to the hard working men and women of law enforcement and to the dedicated 

volunteers of Vets 4 Child Rescue ( https://vets4childrescue.org/ ), UnTrafficked ( https://untrafficked.org/ ), 

and RiskSystems. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Spot-Human-Trafficking
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/indicators-human-trafficking
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/archive/otip/fact-sheet/fact-sheet-identifying-victims-human-trafficking
https://polarisproject.org/training/
https://questionsspace.com/how-do-you-spot-a-trafficker
https://nursejournal.org/articles/how-nurses-recognize-and-report-human-trafficking/
https://truckersagainsttrafficking.org/
https://truckersagainsttrafficking.org/red-flags/
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/human-trafficking-at-airports/index.html
https://leantaillabs.com/free-downloads
https://vets4childrescue.org/
https://untrafficked.org/

	Tip Sheet Hotels/Motels/Restaurants – spotting possible human trafficking
	Reaction
	Tip Sheet Airport/Bus station/Train station – spotting possible human trafficking
	Reaction
	Tip Sheet Truckers/Truck stops – spotting possible human trafficking
	Reaction
	Tip Sheet Rideshare – spotting possible human trafficking
	Reaction
	Sources
	Content

