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Sermon February 5, 2023
Candlemas Luke 2:22-40

We have transferred Candlemas, from February 2nd to today. 
This story occurs only in the gospel of Luke, tells of the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple. 
Mary and Joseph are careful to observe the Old Testament law that requires the purification of the mother and the presentation of the firstborn son to the Lord 40 days after his birth.
They were faithful to the custom of the forty days—the number of days and nights of the flood, the number of years the Hebrews wandered in the wilderness becoming God’s people after escaping Egypt, the number of days Jesus will walk in the wilderness tempted by the devil.
Mary and Joseph had come to make a sacrifice and a commitment as a memorial to all the firstborn males ordered killed by Pharoah in that first Holocaust—the one that only Moses survived. The custom of forty days bound them to their past—just as the Eucharist binds us to ours.
Little did they know that their offering to God was also an offering to the whole world. It was and is a reminder that God has a genuine claim on the best we have to offer.
As they enter the temple, they meet Simeon. We’re told that he was ‘righteous and devout, meaning that he was trusting in the Lord, and he was waiting for the hope of Israel to come.
	It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. He spends his time around the temple, --- kinda stalking all the parents with baby boys, but when Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to the temple, he interrupts them and takes Jesus in his arms.
	Out of all the babies, Simeon, guided by the Holy Spirit, knows immediately which baby is the one he’s looking for.. 
	Simeon has seen a lot in his lifetime. He’s seen emperors come and go. He’s seen the Temple looted and reclaimed many times. His people have lived through exile and exodus. He has seen the Roman Republic take control of Jerusalem, the latest in a long line of oppressing empires and occupying armies. He had little reason to believe that things would ever change.
	But that day in the Temple, he knew immediately that the baby he saw with his mother was indeed the One who would change the world.
	We can imagine the tender moment when Simeon took the infant in his arms. We can imagine this fragile, weak old man cradling this tiny infant who is also fragile and weak---and in this moment we are introduced to the idea that God is acting in a new and unexpected way in the world. 
At that point, Simeon became a poet for the ages.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, *
 which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
	And then there is Anna who is also elderly. She is a prophet who spends her time in the Temple—fasting and praying. She too declares the infant Jesus to be the savior they have been waiting for.
	Simeon and Anna are the pillars of this story. They represent humanity at its best. Male and female, devout and wise, righteous and prophetic. They are not afraid to see God acting in the world and they stake their reputations on the declaration that the Messiah has come---and certainly not in the way anyone expected—most expected an army commander—not a tiny baby.
	Simeon and Anna trusted that God played out all the possible scenarios and still took the risk to step into the world as a human infant, --- to be closer to us and save us from ourselves.
	In many ways Anna and Simeon also placed their trust in us. They had to believe that future generations of believers would carry the light of the world forward. And when we take the light of Christ into our own arms, we are entrusted with so much. We are entrusted to nurture that light and send it out into the world so that it will be present now and for future generations.
	Living out our faith as Jesus teaches will bring us blessings—but it can also pierce our souls. It can be challenging—discomforting---even dangerous at times. We are compelled to re-examine systems of wealth and power. We are compelled to let go of our own personal prejudices, misconceptions, and fears.
	This tiny, fragile baby that is so vulnerable has the power to change the world when it is nurtured in community. 
	And like Simeon and Anna, when we look into his eyes, we too can rejoice. For God so loved the world----and trusted us to carry Christ into it.

Amen


