
"Oh, how the world needs this beautiful and important book! Luminous and tender, 

this is a story that belongs in every library, every home, and every heart." 

~Katherine Applegate - THE ONE AND ONLY IVAN

"The truth behind bullying we so often forget. Packs a world of power 

in so few words. This one is a show-stopper!" 

~Gennifer Choldenko - AL CAPONE DOES MY SHIRTS 

"In sharing this story, readers will learn the importance of humanity and 

compassion as we gain courage to navigate through challenging times." 

~JoEl/en McCarthy - The Educator Collaborative Book Ambassador; Author of LAYERS OF LEARNING
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There he is.
Just look at him. 
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Is there a face behind all that hair? 
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I could topple him with a tap!
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No way am I standing in that line.
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Mmmmmmm...at least his lunch is good.

Better than mine.
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Bet his home is better than mine too.

Older brothers, y’know...
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Next day at school, I shove him extra hard.
Just cuz I can. 
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I end up in the office.

Someone sees me do it. The principal tells me to try.
My potential...

I look down like I feel bad.
Mostly I just feel mad.
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Things stay the same for a while.

Until...
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Huh. Skinny Kid’s having a party.
Everyone’s invited. 
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Even me.
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I’m so not going.UNCORRECTED PROOF 

NOT FOR SALE



The morning of, I look out my window.

I let the sun warm me up for a while.

I put on my best shirt 

and go.
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When I get there, 

everyone’s holding a gift.

I put my hands in my pockets.
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I put my hands in my pockets.
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I walk down the pathway

up the stairs

to the front door.
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I see Skinny Kid’s mom inside, 

holding his birthday cake. 
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Everyone is celebrating in the kitchen.

I stay in the living room. 
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I slump down in a chair,
kicking air. 
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I hear a sound and look up.

She sees me...

Like SEESme.

His mom is in the doorway, 
like she knows I’m there. 

She marches

right up

to me.to me.
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She says in a real quiet voice . . .
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“Jimmy, what would you like for lunch tomorrow?”

“I hear you like my lunches.” 
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“Here’s what I’m gonna do. I’m going to make a second lunch. 
And my son will bring it for you, every day.” 

“Okay?”

And do you know something?
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She did!

And that’s how I got lunch every day. . .
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and a whole lot more.
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