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FAITH IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE
Muslim prayer gatherings, an alleged ISIS-inspired bombing attempt in New York, and a Christian

Jesus March meeting Chicago's Arbaeen procession have intensified debate over religious witness,
public space, extremism and how Christians should respond.

VISUAL CONTEXT: Washington Square Park has hosted large Eid al-Fitr prayers. This higher-quality reference photograph is from
March 30, 2025; Reuters separately documented the 2026 Eid gathering at the same park on March 20, 2026.
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Thousands gathered for Eid al-Fitr prayer
in Washington Square Park, marking the
end of Ramadan.

An anti-Islam protest and counterprotest
outside Gracie Mansion became the
scene of an alleged attempted bombing.
No one was injured.

Sean Feucht's planned Jesus March
encountered the annual Shia Muslim
Arbaeen procession downtown.

NEW YORK: LARGE PUBLIC EID PRAYERS
The Islamic Center of New York City announced an Eid al-Fitr celebration beneath the Washington Square
Arch for Friday, March 20. Reuters photographed members of the Muslim community gathered in the park for
prayers marking the end of Ramadan. Christian outlet Daily Citizen later described the crowd as numbering in
the thousands and asked how Christians should respond to the visible growth of Islam in the public square.

For WAJD, the important distinction is between peaceful religious practice and violent extremism. A public
Muslim prayer service is constitutionally protected religious expression. Christians likewise retain the right to
gather, preach, pray, worship and publicly proclaim Jesus Christ.

WAJD KEY TRUTH

Do not let dramatic photographs erase the differences between events. Peaceful Muslim worship,
anti-Islam protest activity, an alleged terrorist attack, and Christian street evangelism are not one story -
even when they occur amid the same national debate.
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NEW YORK: WHEN PROTEST TURNED
DANGEROUS

Supplied image: nighttime protest crowd. Supplied image: opposing demonstrators in a tense street
encounter.

Supplied image: women at a demonstration. Supplied image: Muslim women chanting at a gathering.

On March 7, demonstrators gathered outside Gracie Mansion for a protest titled “Stop the Islamic Takeover of
New York City, Stop New York City Public Muslim Prayer.” A counterprotest also assembled. Federal
prosecutors allege Emir Balat and Ibrahim Kayumi brought improvised explosive devices to the scene and
attempted to attack the protest. The Justice Department says the case was ISIS-inspired. The devices failed
to cause injuries.

The allegations are grave: federal prosecutors charged the men with terrorism-related offenses, including
attempted support for a designated foreign terrorist organization and weapons charges. Reuters reported that
investigators said the suspects had consumed ISIS material and that one allegedly wanted an attack larger
than the Boston Marathon bombing. These remain allegations unless and until proved in court.

This incident should not be used to condemn an entire religion or population. It does show why believers
should be discerning about extremist ideology, political violence and rhetoric that can turn public
demonstrations into dangerous confrontations.

WATCH - PRAY - DISCERN

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” - 2 Timothy
1:7 KJV
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CHICAGO: JESUS MARCH MEETS ARBAEEN

Sean Feucht: Christian worship leader and activist shown at a street worship gathering. Premier Christian News reported on his August 9
Jesus March encounter with Chicago's Arbaeen procession.

On August 9, Sean Feucht led a planned Christian “Jesus March” through downtown Chicago as part of his
public worship ministry. At the same time, the annual Arbaeen procession was moving through the city.
Arbaeen is a major Shia Muslim commemoration of Husayn ibn Ali, grandson of Muhammad, who was killed
at Karbala in A.D. 680.

Premier Christian News reported that Feucht's march encountered the Muslim procession and that he warned
about what he sees as Islam's growing influence in America. Baptist News Global, writing from a sharply
critical perspective, described Feucht as interrupting a peaceful Arbaeen procession. The accounts therefore
agree on the basic encounter but differ strongly over how it should be interpreted.

The strongest verified conclusion is narrower than some viral posts: two religious processions overlapped
and the encounter became a highly charged public display of competing faith claims. The available
reporting reviewed here does not establish that the Chicago encounter became a mass violent clash.

WAJD CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

Christians do not need to surrender the public square. We can proclaim without hatred, stand without fear,
and refuse violence. Jesus commanded His followers to make disciples, love their neighbors and pray for
their enemies. Boldness and love are not opposites.
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WAJD DISCERNMENT: WHAT SHOULD
BELIEVERS SEE?

Supplied screenshot showing reporting about Washington
Square Park and Chicago.

Supplied screenshot showing a Gracie Mansion protest image.

1. Religious visibility is increasing. Large public gatherings make America's religious diversity impossible to
ignore. Christians should understand what other faiths teach while remaining firmly grounded in Scripture.

2. Extremism must be identified accurately. The alleged Gracie Mansion bombing attempt is a terrorism
case involving specific defendants and alleged ISIS inspiration. It is not evidence that every Muslim
worshipper at an Eid prayer supports terrorism.

3. Christian witness should remain unmistakably Christian. The New Testament calls believers to
proclaim Christ, contend for the faith, exercise discernment, reject fear and pursue peace. Public courage
should never require false claims or hatred.

4. Verify before sharing. Several images supplied with the original article appear to come from different
protests, years or locations. WAJD readers should check dates, captions and original sources before
presenting an image as proof of a particular event.

KEY VERSES
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations...” - Matthew 28:19 KJV
“Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer...” - 1 Peter 3:15 KJV
“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.” - Matthew 5:9 KJV
“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” - 1 Corinthians 16:13 KJV

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, keep Your Church awake, faithful and discerning. Give us courage to proclaim Your name in every place

while guarding our hearts from fear, hatred and deception. Protect our communities from terrorism and political

violence. Help us recognize truth, reject rumors, love our neighbors and stand firmly on Your Word. Draw Muslims,

Christians and all people to the saving truth of Jesus Christ, and let Your people be lights in a troubled world.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
SOURCE NOTE: Reporting reviewed: U.S. Department of Justice, Southern District of New York (April 7, 2026 indictment
announcement); Reuters (March 9 and March 20, 2026); NY1 (March 18, 2026); Daily Citizen (March 23, 2026); Premier Christian News
(August 11, 2026); Baptist News Global (August 10, 2026). Photographs supplied by the user are reproduced as reference images;
because several appear to depict different events, they are not labeled as one single incident.


