FLOODS

Flash floods claim one life in Benson,
Ariznona
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Flash flood struck Benson, Arizona claiming one life and prompting two
rescues, overnight Friday into Saturday, September 12 to 13, 2025.

Flooding in Arizona on September 13, 2025. Credit: CCSO

A woman was found dead after her vehicle was swept away by floodwaters in
Benson, Arizona, on Friday. The Cochise County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) reported
that two others were rescued from separate flooding incidents, one of which
occurred in the same area as the fatality.

CCSO search and rescue teams responded to a 911 call at around 21:30 LT on Friday;,
near milepost 3 on North Ocotillo Road, for a swift water rescue. A female caller
reported that her vehicle was caught in a flash flood and was sinking.
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Upon arrival, crews found a male being swept away in a separate wash. Some
deputies stayed behind to rescue him, while others continued searching for the
woman.

She was later located near her submerged vehicle and was pronounced dead at the
scene. North Ocotillo Road is now closed due to heavy water damage and debris
blocking safe passage.

The second rescue took place at around 02:00 LT on Saturday, September 13. A
man had to be airlifted from the bottom of the Lavender Pit mine after getting
stranded.

He had called 911 at around 01:00 LT requesting assistance. Mine security had
attempted to reach him earlier, but was unable to reach the site due to flooded
roads. By 02:00 LT, the Tucson Department of Public Safety (DPS) Air Rescue
helicopter, Ranger 2, arrived on site.

The helicopter performed a reconnaissance flight, landed at the Pit Overlook to
pick up Rescue Specialist Deuce, and then used a hovering maneuver to rescue the
man. He was flown straight to Copper Queen Hospital due to injuries sustained.



