Rites of Passage

Birth is more than the moment a baby is born — it is a profound rite of passage. It is the transformation
of two people — and their relationship — as they cross the threshold into parenthood. This time is not
only physical, but emotional, relational, and spiritual.

It is one of the great rites of passage in human life, a doorway from one identity to another.

For mothers, the journey may echo earlier transitions — their own birth, their first period, the messages
they received about being a woman — and invite them to meet these stories with compassion. For male
partners, this transition can bring forward their own formative experiences — messages about masculinity,
responsibility, partnership — and ask them to consider the kind of father, co-parent, or supporter they
want to become.

This workbook is an invitation to approach this threshold consciously. You are invited to pause, reflect,
and open space for meaning. By revisiting earlier life passages and noticing repeating themes, you begin to
understand the patterns that may shape your birth experience.

This is not about controlling what happens — birth is inherently unpredictable — but about deepening
your awareness and preparing your hearts. When you bring presence to your own story, you are more able
to meet birth with openness, and to receive its lessons with grace.

How to Use This Workbook

e Create a Sacred Space: Choose a quiet, comfortable environment. Light a candle, play gentle music,
or sit together in silence.

e Allow Time: Set aside at least 30 minutes without distractions.

e Reflect Individually: Write down your responses to the prompts before sharing them.

e Share with Curiosity: When you come together, listen without judgment. These reflections are not
problems to fix, but gifts to witness.

e Go Slowly: You may wish to explore one prompt per evening or per week, allowing the insights to
settle and deepen over time.

As you move through these reflections, notice the threads and patterns that appear. These may offer clues
to what will arise during labor, birth, and early parenthood — and how you can support each other
through it.

Together, you are not just preparing for a baby’s arrival. You are preparing for the birth of yourselves as
parents, as partners, and as a family.

Journalling Pathway for Mothers

1. Menarche (First Period)
o What was your experience of your first period? How did you feel in your body, in your emotions?
What messages (spoken or unspoken) did you receive from family, friends, or culture?
2. Your Own Birth



o What is the story of your own birth, as much as you know it? How were you told you entered the
world? How does it feel to sit with that story?
3. Messages About Womanhood
o What did these experiences teach you about being a woman? What beliefs or feelings were shaped
here?
4. Themes Across Life
o Can you see a theme that developed from these passages and has played out in your life? (For
example, in relationships, behaviours, sexuality, relationship with yourself, self-judgment).
5. Reframing & Intention
o What new message about being a woman would you like to tell your younger self?
o What wisdom or intention do you want to carry forward as you approach birth?

Journalling Pathway for Partners (Male)

1. Early Beginnings
o What is the story of your own birth? What have you been told about how you entered the world?
2. First Transitions
o What was your first big transition or initiation into adulthood (e.g., puberty, first sexual
experience, moving away from home, cultural or spiritual initiation)? How did it feel, and what
messages shaped you then?
3. Messages About Gender & Adulthood
o What did these early experiences teach you about being a man, a partner, or simply an adult
human in the world?
4. Themes Across Life
o Can you see a theme that has repeated in your life—perhaps in relationships, responsibility,
sexuality, your relationship with yourself, or self-judgment?
5. Reframing & Intention
o What new message would you like to tell your younger self at that transition?
o What qualities or strengths do you want to carry forward into fatherhood/partnership/parenting?

Closing Reflection (For Both)

When you share your answers with each other, listen with curiosity rather than judgment. Notice the
threads, patterns, and places where your stories overlap—or differ. These reflections are not meant to be
solved or fixed, but to bring gentle awareness.

The themes that emerge may echo through your birth experience. By recognising them now, you prepare
not by control, but by awareness. From this place you can invite in the support, presence, and practices that
will best hold you as you step through the doorway into parenthood.

I would love to hear what you connect with. You are welcome to share via email (my details are below)

With Love,
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