
Introduction to Barn Hunt 

Barn Hunt is an exciting dog sport that tests a dog’s ability to hunt for rats hidden in a course 
made of straw or hay bales. It is an AKC-recognized sport open to all breeds and mixes. This 
sport encourages dogs to use their natural instincts in a safe and structured environment. 

Basic Rules of Barn Hunt 

1. Dogs Run Naked – No collars or leashes are allowed in the ring. 
2. Time Limits Apply – Each class has a set time limit to find the required number of rats. 
3. No Touching or Kneeling – Handlers cannot touch the hay bales, their dog, or kneel on 

the floor. 
4. Correct Calls are Essential – Handlers must correctly identify when their dog has found 

a rat. 
5. Progressive Difficulty – As dogs move up in levels, more challenges are added. 

Trial Structure and Classes 

• Novice: Find one rat within 2 minutes. 
• Open: Find two rats within 2.5 minutes, navigate a tunnel. 
• Senior: Find four rats within 3.5 minutes, navigate a more complex tunnel. 
• Master: Find 1-5 rats within 4.5 minutes without knowing how many are present. 
• Crazy 8s: A non-regular class where dogs have 2 minutes to find up to 8 rats, with a 

tunnel and climbing challenges. Scores accumulate towards titles. 
• Line Drive: A fast-paced class designed to test a dog’s efficiency in searching and 

indicating rats with minimal handler influence. 

Step-by-Step Training for Beginners 

1. Introducing the Rat – Start by letting your dog sniff a safely contained rat to build 
interest. 

2. Basic Indications – Reward your dog for showing interest in the rat. 
3. Navigating the Course – Teach your dog to climb on bales and go through tunnels. 
4. Building Confidence – Gradually introduce distractions and more complex searches. 

Handling Techniques 

• For Nervous Dogs: Use encouragement, keep sessions short, and reward engagement. 
• For High-Drive Dogs: Work on impulse control, reward precision, and pace their 

excitement. 

What to Expect at a Trial 

• Check-in & Briefing – Arrive early to familiarize yourself with the trial grounds. 
• Crating & Waiting – Dogs must be crated or on leash when not competing. 
• During the Run – Stay calm, trust your dog, and make your calls confidently. 



• Post-Run – Celebrate successes, learn from mistakes, and prepare for the next run. 

Conclusion 

Barn Hunt is a rewarding sport that strengthens the bond between dogs and their handlers. 
Whether you’re just starting or aiming for higher titles, the key is to have fun and enjoy the 
journey with your dog! 
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