HORTICULTURE ENTRY TIPS

· No foliage (leaves/flowers) should be in the water – just the bare stem.
· If you use wedging (clear plastic, etc.) to hold your flower straight in the container, it should not be distracting.
· Make sure your flowers are in prime condition – not wilted, faded, water spotted, or petals damaged.  Trim spent blooms and damaged leaves.
· Try to enter blooms of similar size, color and condition.
· Be sure to measure your flowers – the Judges will!  If it says under 3 inches it should be under 3 inches!
· Do not remove Lily’s anthers.
· Spike flowers should follow the 1/3rd rule.  1/3 open, 1/3 beginning to open (should show color), and 1/3 budding (closed showing green).
· Containers should be clear glass, uncolored, and match the size of the entry.  Some containers are available to borrow for the Show.
· Be sure to check the number of flowers you should enter, as specified on the ‘II. Horticulture’ sheet available here.  Most flowers under 2” require 3 blossoms on individual stems to be entered.  Most flowers 2” and larger require 1 blossom on a stem to be entered.
· If flowers grow on a spike (a central stem with the flowers growing directly on it), multiple flowers on 1 spike are allowed.
· Dahlias, marigolds, and sunflowers shall be divided into small, medium, and large blooms.
· Roses shall be divided into hybrid tea, grandiflora, floribunda, miniature, and rugosa.  For roses, multiple flowers on 1 stem are allowed.
· Container-grown plants shall be in the exhibitor’s care for at least 6 weeks.
· In order to win the top awards, you will need to have the common and botanical name on your entry card.
· Clip your poppies on the morning of the Show and burn the end.
