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The fourth amended complaint

Loy Arlan Brunson was blocked by the federal court
138 East 12300 South #C-196 in December of 2021 but
Draper, UT 84020 unblocked, filed and docketed by
Telephone: 801-602-3628 the court March 28th 2022.
Email: Loy@7discoveries.com

Pro Se

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF UTAH
LOY ARLAN BRUNSON in his personal capacity and
as a member of “WE THE PEOPLE™, FOURTH
AMENDED COMPLAINT
Plaintiff,

VS. Case No. 2:21-cv-00175
Named persons in their capacities as United States Judge: Robert J. Shelby
House Representatives: ALMA S. ADAMS; PETE
AGUILAR:; COLIN Z. ALLRED; MARK E. Magistrate Judge: Cecilia M. Romero
AMODEIL KELLYARMSTRONG; JAKE
AUCHINCLOSS; CYNTHIA AXNE; DON BACON; | TRIAL BY JURY DEMANDED
TROY BALDERSON; ANDY BARR; NANETTE

DIAZ BARRAGAN; KAREN BASS; JOYCE

BEATTY; AMI BERA; DONALD S. BEYER JR.; GUS M. ILIRAKIS; SANFORD D. BISHOP
JR.: EARL BLUMENAUER; LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER; SUZANNE BONAMICT;
CAROLYN BOURDEAUX; JAMAAL BOWMAN: BRENDAN F. BOYLE; KEVIN BRADY;
ANTHONY G. BROWN; JULIA BROWNLEY; VERN BUCHANAN; KEN BUCK; LARRY
BUCSHON; CORI BUSH; CHERI BUSTOS; G. K. BUTTERFIELD; SALUD O. CARBAJAL:
TONY CARDENAS; ANDRE CARSON; MATT CARTWRIGHT; ED CASE; SEAN
CASTEN; KATHY CASTOR; JOAQUIN CASTRO; LIZ CHENEY; JUDY CHU; DAVID N.
CICILLINE; KATHERINE M. CLARK; YVETTE D. CLARKE; EMANUEL CLEAVER;
JAMES E. CLYBURN; STEVE COHEN; JAMES COMER: GERALD E. CONNOLLY: JIM
COOPER; J. LUIS CORREA: JIM COSTA; JOE COURTNEY; ANGIE CRAIG; DAN
CRENSHAW; CHARLIE CRIST:; JASON CROW; HENRY CUELLAR; JOHN R. CURTIS;
SHARICE DAVIDS; DANNY K. DAVIS; RODNEY DAVIS; MADELEINE DEAN; PETER
A. DEFAZIO; DIANA DEGETTE: ROSAL. DELAURO; SUZAN K. DELBENE; ANTONIO
DELGADO; VAL BUTLER DEMINGS; MARK DESAULNIER: THEODORE E. DEUTCH;
DEBBIE DINGELL; LLOYD DOGGETT: MICHAEL F. DOYLE; TOM EMMER;
VERONICA ESCOBAR: ANNA G. ESHOO; ADRIANO ESPAILLAT; DWIGHT EVANS;
RANDY FEENSTRA: A. DREW FERGUSON IV: BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK; LIZZIE
LETCHER; JEFF FORTENBERRY: BILL FOSTER; LOIS FRANKEL; MARCIA L. FUDGE;
MIKE GALLAGHER: RUBEN GALLEGO; JOHN GARAMENDI; ANDREW R.
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GARBARINO; SYLVIA R. GARCIA; JESUS G. GARCIA; JARED F. GOLDEN; JIMMY
GOMEZ; TONY GONZALES; ANTHONY GONZALEZ; VICENTE GONZALEZ; JOSH
GOTTHEIMER; KAY GRANGER; AL GREEN; RAUL M. GRIJALVA; GLENN
GROTHMAN; BRETT GUTHRIE; DEBRA A. HAALAND; JOSH HARDER; ALCEE L.
HASTINGS; JAHANA HAYES; JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER; BRIAN HIGGINS; J.
FRENCH HILL; JAMES A. HIMES; ASHLEY HINSON; TREY HOLLINGSWORTH;
STEVEN HORSFORD; CHRISSY HOULAHAN; STENY H. HOYER; JARED HUFFMAN;
BILL HUIZENGA; SHEILA JACKSON LEE; SARA JACOBS; PRAMILA JAYAPAL;
HAKEEM 8. JEFFRIES; DUSTY JOHNSON; EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON; HENRY C.
JOHNSON JR.; MONDAIRE JONES; DAVID P. JOYCE; KAIALIT KAHELE; MARCY
KAPTUR; JOHN KATKO; WILLIAM R. KEATING; RO KHANNA; DANIEL T. KILDEE;
DEREK KILMER; ANDY KIM; YOUNG KIM; RON KIND; ADAM KINZINGER; ANN
KIRKPATRICK; RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI; ANN M. KUSTER; DARIN LAHOOD;
CONOR LAMB; JAMES R. LANGEVIN; RICK LARSEN; JOHN B. LARSON; ROBERT E.
LATTA; JAKE LATURNER; BRENDA L. LAWRENCE; AL LAWSON JR.; BARBARA
LEE; SUSIE LEE; TERESA LEGER FERNANDEZ; ANDY LEVIN; MIKE LEVIN; TED
LIEU; ZOE LOFGREN; ALAN S.LOWENTHAL; ELAINE G. LURIA; STEPHEN F. LYNCH;
NANCY MACE; TOM MALINOWSKI; CAROLYN B. MALONEY; SEAN PATRICK
MALONEY; KATHY E. MANNING; THOMAS MASSIE; DORIS O. MATSUL, LUCY
MCBATH; MICHAEL T. MCCAUL; TOM MCCLINTOCK; BETTY MCCOLLUM; A.
ADONALD MCEACHIN; JAMES P. MCGOVERN; PATRICK T. MCHENRY; DAVID B.
MCKINLEY; JERRY MCNERNEY; GREGORY W. MEEKS; PETER MEIJER; GRACE
MENG; KWEISI MFUME; MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS; JOHN R. MOOLENAAR;
BLAKE D. MOORE; GWEN MOORE; JOSEPH D. MORELLE; SETH MOULTON; FRANK
J. MRVAN; STEPHANIE N. MURPHY; JERROLD NADLER; GRACE F. NAPOLITANO;
RICHARD E. NEAL; JOE NEGUSE; DAN NEWHOUSE; MARIE NEWMAN; DONALD
NORCROSS; ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ; TOM O'HALLERAN; ILHAN OMAR;
FRANK PALLONE JR.; JIMMY PANETTA; CHRIS PAPPAS; BILL PASCRELL JR.;
DONALD M. PAYNE JR.; NANCY PELOSI; ED PERLMUTTER; SCOTT H. PETERS;
DEAN PHILLIPS; CHELLIE PINGREE; MARK POCAN; KATIE PORTER; AYANNA
PRESSLEY; DAVID E. PRICE; MIKE QUIGLEY; JAMIE RASKIN; TOM REED;
KATHLEEN M. RICE; CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS; DEBORAH K. ROSS; CHIP ROY;
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD; RAUL RUIZ; C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER; BOBBY L.
RUSH; TIM RYAN; LINDA T. SANCHEZ; JOHN P. SARBANES; MARY GAY SCANLON;
JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY; ADAM B. SCHIFF;BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER; KURT
SCHRADER; KIM SCHRIER; AUSTIN SCOTT; DAVID SCOTT; ROBERT C. SCOTT;
TERRI A. SEWELL; BRAD SHERMAN; MIKIE SHERRILL; MICHAEL K. SIMPSON;
ALBIO SIRES; ELISSA SLOTKIN; ADAM SMITH; CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH; DARREN
SOTO; ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER; VICTORIA SPARTZ; JACKIE SPEIER; GREG
STANTON; PETE STAUBER; MICHELLE STEEL; BRYAN STEIL; HALEY M. STEVENS;
STEVE STIVERS; MARILYN STRICKLAND; THOMAS R. SUOZZI; ERIC SWALWELL;
MARK TAKANG; VAN TAYLOR; BENNIE G. THOMPSON; MIKE THOMPSON; DINA
TITUS; RASHIDA TLAIB; PAUL TONKO; NORMA J. TORRES; RITCHIE TORRES; LORI
TRAHAN; DAVID I. TRONE; MICHAEL R. TURNER; LAUREN UNDERWOOD:; FRED
UPTON; JUAN VARGAS; MARC A. VEASEY; FILEMON VELA; NYDIA M.
VELAZQUEZ; ANN WAGNER; MICHAEL WALTZ; DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ;

S
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MAXINE WATERS; BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN; PETER WELCH; BRAD R.
WENSTRUP; BRUCE WESTERMAN: JENNIFER WEXTON; SUSAN WILD; NIKEMA
WILLIAMS; FREDERICA S. WILSON; STEVE WOMACK; JOHN A. YARMUTH; DON
YOUNG; the following persons named are for their capacities as U.S. Senators; TAMMY
BALDWIN; JOHN BARRASSO; MICHAEL F. BENNET; MARSHA BLACKBURN;
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL; ROY BLUNT; CORY A. BOOKER; JOHN BOOZMAN; MIKE
BRAUN; SHERROD BROWN; RICHARD BURR; MARIA CANTWELL; SHELLEY
CAPITO; BENJAMIN L. CARDIN; THOMAS R. CARPER; ROBERT P. CASEY JR.; BILL
CASSIDY; SUSAN M. COLLINS; CHRISTOPHER A. COONS; JOHN CORNYN,;
CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO; TOM COTTON; KEVIN CRAMER; MIKE CRAPO;
STEVE DAINES; TAMMY DUCKWORTH; RICHARD J. DURBIN; JONI ERNST; DIANNE
FEINSTEIN; DEB FISCHER; KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND; LINDSEY GRAHAM; CHUCK
GRASSLEY; BILL HAGERTY; MAGGIE HASSAN; MARTIN HEINRICH; JOHN
HICKENLOOPER; MAZIE HIRONO; JOHN HOEVEN; JAMES INHOFE; RON JOHNSON;
TIM KAINE; MARK KELLY; ANGUS S. KING, JR.; AMY KLOBUCHAR; JAMES
LANKFORD; PATRICK LEAHY; MIKE LEE; BEN LUJAN; CYNTHIA M. LUMMIS; JOE
MANCHIN HI; EDWARD J. MARKEY; MITCH MCCONNELL; ROBERT MENENDEZ;
JEFF MERKLEY; JERRY MORAN; LISA MURKOWSKI; CHRISTOPHER MURPHY;
PATTY MURRAY; JON OSSOFF; ALEX PADILLA; RAND PAUL; GARY C. PETERS;
ROB PORTMAN; JACK REED; JAMES E. RISCH; MITT ROMNEY; JACKY ROSEN;
MIKE ROUNDS; MARCO RUBIO; BERNARD SANDERS; BEN SASSE; BRIAN SCHATZ;
CHARLES E. SCHUMER; RICK SCOTT; TIM SCOTT; JEANNE SHAHEEN; RICHARD C.
SHELBY; KYRSTEN SINEMA; TINA SMITH;
DEBBIE STABENOW; DAN SULLIVAN; JON TESTER; JOHN THUNE; THOM TILLIS;
PATRICK J. TOOMEY; HOLLEN VAN; MARK R. WARNER; RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK;
ELIZABETH WARREN; SHELDON WHITEHOUSE; ROGER F. WICKER; RON WYDEN;
TODD YOUNG; JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN JR in his capacity of President of the United
States; MICHAEL RICHARD PENCE in his capacity as former Vice President of the United
States, and KAMALA HARRIS in her capacity as Vice President of the United States and JOHN
and JANE DOES 1-100,

Defendants.

Comes now Plaintiff, Loy Arlan Brunson (‘Brunson™) in pro se, alleges against
Defendants as follows:

PARTIES AND JURISDICTION

I. Plaintiff is an individual residing in Utah County, State of Utah.

o

Plaintiff voted in the 2020 Presidential Election.
3. The acts committed against Plaintiff took place while he was living and

voted in Utah County, State of Utah.

9
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4. Plaintiff™s right to bring this action includes. but not limited to. Amendment
I of the United States Constitution which states: “Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to

petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” (Underline added)

5. Defendants all have an office, or workplace in Washington, DC.
6. This court has jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 & 1332, and the

amount in controversy exceeds $75,000.00.

BACKDROP COMMON TO ALL ALLEGATIONS

—THE OATH OF OFFICE—

7. “Let it simply be asked, where is the security for property, for reputation for life,
if the sense of moral and religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of
investigation in courts of justice.” —George Washington on the sanctity of oaths.

8. The oath of office is the thread by which today the U.S. Constitution hangs.

9. The U.S. Constitution, Article VI, clause 3 states “The Senators and
Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all
executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be
bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be
required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United Siates. ™

10. The U.S. Senator Defendants have each taken this oath 7 do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against ull enemies,

Joreign and domestic; that I will bear true fuith and allegiance to the same; that I take this

obiigution freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and thar I will well and
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Jaithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter: So help me God. ™

11.  The U.S. House Representative Defendants have each taken this oath as
described in 5 U.S.C. §3331 which states 1, AB, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully
discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God.”

12.  All the Defendants have made an allegiance to God that they would support and
defend the Constitution of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and
domestic.

13.  The Constitution of the United States was established to protect our God given
rights which are therefore unalienable. Every person on earth has these same rights.

14.  The 2™ Clause of the Declaration of Independence states: "We hold these truths to
be self evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. -That to
secure these rights, governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed. . .”

15.  Qur unalienable rights are given to us from God and therefore the Defendants
have no right to legislate or enforce laws that would deny or disparage these rights without
being guilty of committing crimes against Plaintiff and humanity.

16.  The Utah State Supreme Court supports the fact that our rights come from God as

clearly demonstrated in the case of American Bush v. City Of South Sait Lake, 2006 UT 40 140

P.3d.1235 which states “In considering State constitutions we must not commit the mistake of
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supposing that, because individual rights are guarded and protected by them, they must also be
considered as owing their origin to them. These instruments measure the powers of the rulers,
but they do not measure the rights of the governed. . . . [A state constitution] is not the beginning
of a community, nor the origin of private rights; it is not the fountain of law, nor the incipient
state of government; it is not the cause, but consequence, of personal and political freedom; it
grants no rights te the people, but is the creature of their power, the instrument of their
convenience. Designed for their protection in the enjoyment of the rights and powers which
they possessed before the constitution was made, it is but the framework of the political
government . . . It presupposes an organized society, law, order, property, personal freedom, a
love of political liberty, and enough of cultivated intelligence to know how to guard it against the
encroachments of tyranny.” (Bold emphasis added)

17. Amendment 9 of the Constitution of the United States (known as the
interpretation clause) clarifies the fact that no government has the right to misconstrue our
God-given rights, it states "The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.” In other words, Congress has
no power to enact laws that would violate our God-given rights.

18. Laws that violate our God-given rights are null and void. “[CJonsequences,
manifestly contradictory to common reason, they are, with regard to those collateral
consequences, void. I lay down the rule with these restrictions; though I know it is generally laid
down more largely, that acts of parliament contrary to reason are void. But if the parliament will
positively enact a thing to be done which is unreasonable, I know of no power that can control it:
and the examples usually alieged in support of this sense of the rule do none of them prove, that

where the main object of a statute is unreasonable the judges are at liberty to reject it; for that
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were to set the judicial power above that of the legislature, which would be subversive of all
government. But where some collateral matter arises out of the general words, and happens to be
unreasonable; there the judges are in decency to conclude that this consequence was not foreseen
by the parliament, and therefore they are at liberty to expound the statute by equity, and only

quoad hoc disregard it.” (Brackets added) Stute Ex Rel. Z.C., 2007 UT 54

19.  Powers put into place that fail to protect our God given rights entitle mankind to =
. . . dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among
the powers of the earth. the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature's God entitle them. a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to the separation.™ (First clause of the Declaration of
Independence.)

20.  The exclusive powers extended to the legislative branch of Congress for the
making of laws are subject to Amendment 1X of the U.S. Constitution, and as such ~This
Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made Pursuance thereof; . . .shall
be the supreme Law of the land; . . .". See Asticle VI, U.S. Constitution.

21. The Defendants by way of their oath of office are sworn defenders of the U.S.
Constitution—the protector of our God-given rights.

22.  The Defendants are sworn defenders of the U.S. Constitution bound by oath to
God to defend the God-given rights of “We The People™ against foreign and domestic enemies
of the U.S. Constitution.

23.  The U.S. Constitution was written with honor, respect and recognition of our Lord

Jesus Christ as memorialized in Article V1I Clause 3 which states, - . . . in the Year of our

~J
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Lord . ..", and as such the Defendants have sworn an allegiance to the author of our freedoms
and liberties; our Lord Jesus Christ.

24. The Prophet Isaiah 30: 9, of the King James version of the Holy Bible states,
~That this is a rebellious people, lying children. children that will not hear the law of the Lord.™

25.  The ~law of the Lord™ spoken of by Isaiah is the U.S. Constitution as claimed by
George Albert Smith.

26.  On September 23, 1945, George Albert Smith, a Prophet of God of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (“Saints™) while giving a dedicatory prayer of the Idaho
Temple stated, . . .*for this purpose have I established the Constitution of this land . . .” [D&C
101:80] . . . to fulfill the ancient prophecy of Isaiah that *out of Zion shall go forth the law and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” [Isaiah 2:317. (Brackets and bold emphasis added)

27.  The said D&C is the Doctrine and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.

28.  The U.S. Constitution is the instrument set up by God to protect our God-given
unalienable rights.

29.  The plenary power of Amendment IX of the U.S. Constitution nullifies any kind
of legal protection that an enemy against the U.S. Constitution claims to have.

30.  The plenary power of Amendment IX nullifies any interpretation of Amendment
X1I that would allow Congress to refuse an investigation into allegations that the election was
rigged or affected by fraudulent votes provided by the States.

31.  Arigged or fraudulent election is an attack against the U.S. Constitution

especially against the equal protection clause of the 14™ Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.
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32, Despite the allegations supported by congressional claims of evidence showing
that the November 3, 2020 U.S. Presidential general election (“Presidential Election™) was
fraudulent, affecting the President of the United States, the Vice President of the United States
and members of the United States Congress, the Defendants intentionally refused to investigate
the allegations backed by congressional claims of evidence in order to have Joseph Robinette
Biden Jr. ("Biden™) inaugurated as President and Kamala Harris (“Harris™) inaugurated as Vice
President.

33, This refusal of the Defendants to investigate the congressional claims produced
by over 100 members of Congress of a rigged and fraudulent election is an act of treason.

34. A successfully rigged election has the same end result as an act of war; to place
into power whom the Defendants want, which is Biden.

35.  Fraud vitiates everything.

FACTS COMMON TO ALL THE ALLEGATIONS

Intentional refusal to investigate congressional claims by over 100 members of Congress of
a rigged and fraudulent Presidential Election.

36.  On January 6, 2021, the 117" Congress held a proceeding and debate in
Washington DC (“Proceeding™). See “Exhibit 17 which is attached and is a copy of the
Congressional Record (“Record™) of this Proceeding. This Proceeding was for the purpose of
counting votes for the President and Vice President of the United States under Amendment XII.
The following took place in this Proceeding:

37. At thetop of this Proceeding the Chaplain Reverend offered a prayer and in part
stated, “We have pledged to defend our Constitution against all enemies, we pray Your hedge of

protection around this Nation. Defend us from those adversaries, both foreign and domestic . . .
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So help us. God, to serve You and this Nation with Godliness and dignity . . . we pray these
things in the strength of Your holy name, Amen.™ ("Prayer™)

38.  After this Prayer, the pledge of allegiance was given.

39.  During the Proceeding certain U.S. House representatives made allegations
backed by their claims of significant evidence that exposes a fraudulently rigged Presidential
Election and as such is an attack against Plaintiff's liberty and against the U.S. Constitution.

40.  U.S. House Representative James Daniel Jordan (“Jordan™) pointed out that there
was something wrong with the Presidential election when it was found that during the campaign
Biden would do an event and he would get 50 people to his event, while at just one rally
President Trump would get 50,000 people. But somehow Biden, who never left his house, wins
the Presidential Election.

41.  The said statement alone rings with enough circumstantial evidence warranting an
investigation into the Presidential Election for voter and election fraud.

42. Jordan asked Defendants Chairman Nadler and Chairwoman Maloney for an
investigation into the Presidential Election who both refused.

43.  Jordan stated that their refusal to allow any kind of hearing or investigation into
the Presidential Election fraud was due to the fact that they wanted to ensure that President
Trump would not win. This refusal shows them as conspirators involved in an act of war against
the U.S. Constitution.

44.  The Presidential Election was successfully uninvestigated which disenfranchised
the American voters including Plaintiff’s vote.

45.  The Presidential Election was intentionally not investigated by Defendants

including those involved on a large scale who had power to keep it from being investigated for

10
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any fraud or crimes, and who had the power to keep certain members of our judicial branch of
Government from refusing to rule on the evidence of the fraud presented to them.

46.  Jordan went on to allege identifving acts connecting to and leading up to election
and voter fraud which were not investigated, he went on to say;

a. that On July 31, 2016 Jim Comey’s FBI takes out an insurance policy; opens an
investigation on the President Trump based on nothing;

b. and then on May 17, 2017 Mueller was named special counsel. Two years they
investigate the Russia hoax. Nineteen lawyers, 40 agents and 40 million dollars of
taxpayer money for nothing;

¢. and then on December 18, 2019 Democrat House Members voted to impeach
President Trump based on an anonymous whistleblower with no firsthand knowledge,
who was biased against the President and who worked for Biden,

d. and then after these attempts failed, they unconstitutionally changed the election
laws of Arizona, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, and Wisconsin.

47. The election laws that were changed in the said States violated the separation of
powers doctrine stealing the election from Trump for Biden’s win.

48.  During the Proceeding, U.S. House Representative Andrew S. Biggs (“Biggs™),
produced 1,000 affidavits in support of the allegations that the Presidential Election was rigged
giving Biden his win.

49.  Also, Biggs identified more acts of a rigged election by laying before the
Proceeding a letter ("Letter™) dated December 31, 2020 addressed to Defendant Vice President
Michael Richard Pence (“Pence™) from Kelly J. Townsend (“Townsend™) {whom at that time

was a Senator—Elect) who attested in the Letter that;

il
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a. as the Chairwoman of the Arizona House Elections, she experienced several
occurrences thwarting their ability to investigate election fraud surrounding the
Presidential Election,
b. and on December 14, 2020, Arizona sent an alternate slate of electors, along
with a resolution from 21 current and 8 newly elected legislators asking Defendant
Pence to refrain from accepting the Biden electors until they could adequately
investigate claims of fraud,
c. and that she requested an Election Committee discovery hearing in order to
invoke subpoena power to acquire the voting machines and ballots in order to do a
comprehensive and forensic audit, which was denied,
d. and she said that probable tampering with the voting machines existed, and that a
group of AZ citizens uncovered a minimum of over 100,000 fraudulent votes
supported by over 1000 affidavits,
e. and on December 9, the Senate President authorized a hearing via the Judiciary
committee that did result in subpoenas to the Maricopa County Supervisors (who
oversee the elections process) that they had not yet, as of the date of her letter, been
complied with, and;
f.  she further stated that because they had been met with strong obstruction at every
turn as itemized in exhibit A of her letter, she moved Pence to not accept the electors
until a resolution of the said matters had been made.

50. The allegations found in Townsend's Letter, including her exhibit A, is

incorporated as though her allegations are fully stated herein.
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51.  During the proceeding, U.S. House Representative Morris Jackson "Meo" Brooks
stated that for years the news media and the Democrats have deceived America about the Trump-
Russia collusion and the existence of foreign interference in the 2016 elections.

52. Mo also stated that in 2020 Democrats promoted massive foreign interference in
American elections by helping illegal aliens and other noncitizens vote in American elections,
thereby canceling the votes of and stealing elections from American citizens.

53. Mo provided Exhibits A-J of compelling and irrefutable evidence that had only
the lawful votes cast by eligible American citizens been counted, Biden lost. and President
Trump won the electoral college.

54. The allegations made by Mo along with his said exhibits are incorporated as
though they are fully stated herein.

55. Mo stated it was his constitutional duty to promote honest and accurate elections
by rejecting electoral college vote submissions from States whose electoral systems are so badly
flawed as to render their vote submissions unreliable, untrustworthy, and unworthy of
acceptance. The oath of office requires all members of U.S. Congress to do the same.

56.  The Proceeding provides additional strong allegations with the claim of
irrefutable evidence proving beyond a reasonable doubt that the Presidential Election was rigged
in every single State of the United States of America giving Biden and Harris a fraudulent win.

57. The allegations claiming that Biden had a fraudulent win was accomplished by,
but not limited to, the illegal changing of both state and federal election laws, the counting of
fraudulent / illegal votes favoring Biden wherein the number of submitted ballots exceeded the
number of registered voters, and the voting machines fraudulently switched Trump votes to

Biden.
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58. The said allegations and claims that the Presidential Election was rigged are
nothing short of stealing the election from Plaintiff and legitimate honest voters which was
protected by; 1) the denial of investigations, 2) by the mainstream news media who almost on a
daily basis discredited election and voter fraud allegations during relevant times, and these
allegations were made without any investigation made on their part, 3) by social media giants
who discredited and silenced allegations of election and voter fraud, 4) by many members of the
Executive Branch of Government such as State and Federal prosecuting attorneys, 5) by
members of the Judicial Branch of Government—Aurticle 1II courts, 6) and by members of the
Legislative branches of Government found in both State and Federal levels.

59.  The protection was so widespread that it included all the Defendants who made
wild claims without any investigation that the election was honest, fair and that there was no
fraud of any kind affecting the outcome of the Presidential Election. The Defendants conspired
in giving aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution.

60.  Despite the overwhelming preponderance of evidence presented throughout the
Proceeding and found elsewhere that is readily available and continues to be exposed, all proving
Biden's win was fraudulent, the Defendants refused to investigate the allegations of a fraudulent
and rigged election thus holding fast to the lies that Bi;ien won an honest election.

61.  The Defendants pushed these lies with the cry that the Presidential Election was
the most honest in history and that many courts of law agreed.

62. Additionally, Defendant Mike Lee stated, “We each have to remember that we
swore an oath to upbold, protect and defend this document, written nearly two and a half
centuries ago by wise men raised up by God for that very purpose. That document makes clear

what our role is and what it isn’t. It makes clear who does what when it comes to deciding
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Presidential elections. . . Then comes the 12" Amendment . . . Our job is to open and then count.
Open then count —that is it. That is all there 1s.”

63.  The oath of office does not allow Congress to count fraudulent votes.

64.  The serious congressional allegations of voter and election fraud and that the
Presidential Election was rigged, under the sacred duty of Defendants oath of office, they were
required to investigate these allegations prior to their duty to “Open then count™.

65.  As an example, Lee as a attempt to faithfully execute his duty secured by a
contract as a bus driver, full of passengers, refuses to investigate the claims from 100 mechanics
that his brakes will fail.

66.  The congressional level of allegations that the Presidential Election was racked
with fraud and rigged does not allow the 12¥ Amendment to commence until allegations of fraud
are investigated and resolved. Fraud vitiates everything it touches.

67.  Then Defendant Steny H. Hoyer stated, “We, the Member of Congress, who
swore an oath before God to preserve and protect the Constitution of the United States and our
democracy, must do so now.”

68.  The Defendants correctly espoused their duty under their oath of office, and then
they knowingly mocked their oaths and the opening Prayer by becoming the very enemies of the
U.S. Constitution, which they swore to protect by refusing to investigate the allegations of a
fraudulent and rigged Presidential Election.

69.  The 12" Amendment cannot be construed to allow allegations of fraudulent votes
to be counted, if so then it stands in direct conflict with their oaths of office. Defendants cannot
be sworn protectors and defenders of the U.S. Constitution and then be its enemy under the

auspices of the 12" Amendment. This is treason.
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70.  The Defendants claim the U.S. Constitution was inspired by God, and then they
mocked God by refusing to investigate the allegations of a rigged and fraudulent Presidential
Election thus potentially allowing a criminal to steal an election and then to be crowned its
victor. —"Thou shalt not steal™ has no meaning to the Defendants because they falsely claimed it
was nullified by the 12" Amendment.

71.  For the reasons stated above, the intentional disregard to investigate the
Presidential Election for voter and election fraud was a levy of war and an attack against
Brunson's constitutional protected right to partictpate in a honest and fair election. In addition it
was an act of war against the U.S. Constitution and the United States of America.

72.  To those Defendants who suffer a sense of wrongdoing will be freed when they

accept their wrong doing.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Promissory Estoppel Count I — as to all the Defendants)

73.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

74.  Promissory Estoppel Count I — Failure to protect Brunson’s right to vote in an
honest and fair election.

75.  Asstated above, each of the Defendants have taken the required binding Oath of
Office respective to their offices as either a U.S. Senator, U.S. House member, President, and
Vice President of the United States. This oath is also a promise made to Brunson that they
would not disenfranchise his vote by failing to investigation the said allegations of a fraudulent

and rigged Presidential Election.
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76. Each of these Defendants made a promise under their said oaths, which
constitutes an oath to Brunson, and to “We The People™, that they would ensure an honest and
fair election.

77. Article IV Section IV of the U.S. Constitution states, “The United States shall
guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government.” Voting is the
greatest power an individual can exercise in a Republic; it is their voice and the way citizens
protect their Constitutional rights and the U.S. Constitution.

78.  An honest and fair election can only be supported by legal votes, this is sacred. It
is the basis of our U.S. Republican Form of Government protected by the U.S. Constitution. The
efforts made, as stated above, that avoided an investigation of how Biden won the election, is an
act of treason and an act of levying war against the U. S. Constitution which violated Brunson's
right to vote in an honest and fair election and as such it wrongfully invalidated his vote.

79.  The Defendants refusal to investigate the serious allegations that the Presidential
Election was rigged, as stated above, ran contrary to their oath to ensure an honest and fair
election.

80.  Brunson relied upon the Defendants promise for a fair and honest election when
he cast his vote in the Presidential Election.

81.  During the Proceeding, the votes of the electors affecting the Presidential Election
that were presented for counting were cased with allegations of fraud as stated above. On
account of this, all of the Defendants were required by oath to protect Brunson's right to vote in
an honest and fair election by rejecting the elector votes until an investigation could be made.
This they did not do. By failing to do this they wrongfully, unconstitutionally, and in violation

of their oaths to Brunson, invalidated Brunson’s vote.
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82.  Failing to investigate how Biden won the election reaches the same effect as
though fraudulent votes were counted to give him his win. This invalidated Brunson’s vote so
that he could not participate in an honest and fair election.

83.  The said oath of office requires that the Defendants must fight against all enemies
of the U.S. Constitution for Brunson and “We The People™. Furthermore the 9" and 12%
Amendments do not allow for the counting of fraudulent votes because in so doing it fails to
protect the U.S. Constitution thus protecting Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and fair
election.

84.  For the reasons stated herein, the intentional blocking of any investigation by
Defendants was an attack against Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and fair election.

85.  The Defendants intentional blocking of an investigation into the ailegations of
election and voter fraud aided and abetted this fraud, and it violated Brunson’s right to vote in an
honest and fair election.

86.  The Defendants all failed to protect the U.S. Constitution by thwarting the said
investigation which invalidated Brunson's vote. In this manner, they denied Brunson’s right to
vote in a fair and honest election which also identified the Defendants as enemies of the U.S.
Constitution.

87.  Asto Defendants Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, in addition to viclating their
oaths by refusing to protect Brunson's right to vote in an honest election, they also had direct ties
ensuring that no said investigation would take place into how Biden won the election. This was
done to ensure that Trump would not win while also ensuring that they, except for Pence, would
win their own elections. and also to invalidate Brunson's vote thus setting a precedence that

Brunson's vote would never be validated for any future Federal or State elections.
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SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
{Pomissory Estoppel Count II — as to all Defendants)

88.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

89.  Promissory Estoppel Count 1I — giving aid and comfort to enemies of Brunson’s
right to vote in an honest and fair election.

90.  The Defendants outright refusal to investigate the allegations of a rigged and
fraudulent Presidential Election purposely gave aid and comfort to the enemies of the U.S.
Constitution whose desire was to wrongfully invalidate Brunson's vote in violation of Brunson’s
right to have an honest and fair election.

01.  The Defendants had constructive knowledge of the allegations of evidence that
there was voter and election fraud of the Presidential Election, and against these allegations, they
refuted this information and claimed without any investigation that the election was transparent
and honest, and as such invalidated Brunson's vote.

92. As to Defendants Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, in addition to violating their
oaths by refusing to investigate the allegations of a rigged and fraudulent Presidential Election,
this violation gave aid to enemies of Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and fair election, they
also had direct ties ensuring that no said investigation would take place into how Biden won the
election. This was done to ensure that Trump would not win while also ensuring that they, except
tor Pence. would win their own elections, and also to invalidate Brunson’s vote thus setting
precedence that Brunson’s vote would never be validated for any future Federal or State

elections.

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
(Negligence — as to all the Defendants)
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93.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

94.  As per the Defendants oath of office, they each had a legal duty to protect
Brunson's right to vote in an honest and fair election.

95.  As stated above, the Defendants had a legal duty to investigate the allegations of a
fraudulently Presidential Election which they refused to do.

96.  Defendants had a duty under their oath of office to protect Brunson's right to vote
in an honest and fair election by investigating the said claims that the Presidential Election was
rigged in favor of Biden. Defendants refused such an investigation which damaged Brunson by

invalidated Brunson's vote.

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress — as to all the Defendants)

97. Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

98.  Each of the Defendants took their oath of office without any mental reservations
knowing full well what it meant with a strong will to never violate it. The Prayer was a solemn
witness to this in addition to Defendant Senator Mike Lee’s statement as said above.

99.  As stated above, the oath of office is also a promise to Branson.

100. The Defendants during the Proceeding gave a witness of their duty to keep their
oath of office.

101.  The Defendants during the Proceeding purposely and maliciously violated their
oath of office when they refused to conduct an investigation as to why Biden won the

Presidential Election.
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102. This extreme and outrageous conduct was a direct attack against Brunson’s right
to vote in an honest and fair election. It also gave aid and comfort to the enemies of the U.S.
Constitution and was an act of treason by each of the Defendants.

103. The Defendants violation of the oath of office was a complete disregard to the
votes of “We The People™. and to Brunson's vote, along with his right to vote in a honest and
fair election, causing extreme sever and emotional shock and distress to Brunson.

104. The Defendants who so easily violated Brunson's right to vote in an honest and
fair election caused Brunson severe emotional damage. This damage causes fear that Defendants
are now on a course to violate Brunson’s right to freely travel. to make a living. to have privacy,
to own property and essentially destroying his liberties.

105. Brunson's daily emotional distress and suffering finds moments of relief when
Brunson envisions that the Defendants, especially Biden, Harris, Pelosi, Schumer, Schiff, Cortez
and Omar will all soon be thoroughly investigated for high treason.

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Fraud— as to all the Defendants)

106.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

107. The Proceeding specifically identifies the date, where and each of the Defendants.

108. Defendants represented to Brunson that they would protect his vote and his voting
rights pursuant to their oath of office which they took on the day they took office.

109. For the Presidential Election Brunson cast his vote which the Defendants swore to

protect which they intentionally did not do as stated above.
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110. Before Brunson cast his vote, he knew that the Proceeding would be by those
individuals who would take, or had taken, the oath of office, therefore he was confident in
feeling secure by their oath of office that his vote would be validated.

111.  Those Defendants who took their oath of office after Brunson cast his vote knew
that Brunson would be relying upon them to validate his vote.

112. The Defendants induced Brunson to vote by way of their promises made to
Brunson that his vote would be validated in an honest and fair election. They did this to give the
appearance that the election was fair and honest which they claimed during the Proceeding.

113. Brunson relied upon and was induced by Defendant’s promises (oath of office) to
cast his vote for the Presidential Election. He did not know or even imagine that the Defendants
would not keep their promise.

114.  Brunson did not know that the Defendants during the Proceeding would
fraudulently use a tactic to invalidate Brunson's vote by refusing to do any investigation into the
allegation that the Presidential Election was rigged. This intentional act frandulently
invalidated Brunson’s vote.

115.  Detfendants wanted Brunson and “We The People™ to believe their claim that
they made during the Proceeding that the Presidential Election was fair and honest as though an
investigation had produced this finding when in fact no investigation had been done at all.

116.  The fact that the Defendants fraudulently did not validate Brunson's vote in an
honest and fair election deprived Brunson of his U.S. Citizenship because his vote is an essential
element of his Citizenship, and 1} it inhibits his freedom of association for political groups.
Parity of resources among political groups to persuade, and 2) it violates Brunson's right of

purpose to listen to informed debates with equal opportunities to persuade.
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117. Voting is the greatest power an individual can exercise in this U.S. Republic; it is
their voice and the way citizens protect their Constitutional rights and the U.S. Constitution.
Defendants outright refusal to investigate the allegations of a fraudulent and rigged Presidential
Election took this power away from Brunson.

118. Defendants have damaged/violated Brunson of his sacred right and unalienable
right to cast a vote in an honest and fair election by purposely refusing to investigate the
allegations of a fraudulent and rigged Presidential Election.

119.  The number of damages Defendants inflicted upon Brunson as stated under this
cause of action is impossible to fully incorporate herein.

120.  Article I1I Section III of the United States Constitution states, “Treason against
the United States, shall consist only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemies,
giving them aid and comfort.” The Defendants committed acts of treason and committed fraud
against Brunson by denying his right to cast a vote in an honest and fair election.

121.  Biden and Harris both intentionally thwarted the said investigation which
constitutes that they ran a fraudulent campaign and as such aligned themselves as being enemies
of the U.S. Constitution and have committed acts of treason and committed fraud against
Brunson by denying his right to cast a vote in an honest and fair election.

122.  Defendant Pelosi with her direct ties to thwarting the said investigation constitutes
acts of treason and committed fraud against Brunson by denying his right to cast a vote in an
honest and fair election.

123. Defendant Pence received a Letter warning him that the Presidential Election had
been rigged and instead of pursuing an investigation into this warning, Pence participated in the

Proceeding, which was fraudulent for the lack of the said investigation. which means he
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committed acts of treason. and committed fraud against Brunson—wrongfully invalidating
Brunson’s vote.

124, Defendants defrauded the American people and Brunson of their right to vote in
an honest and fair election by intentionally failing to allow the said investigation.

125.  As stated herein, Defendants had full constructive knowledge that the said
investigation should have taken place, and outrageously refused.

126.  Pelosi and Pence with their powers of seat could have ensured the said
investigation to take place, but instead they ensured the exact opposite and allowed the
Proceeding to take place, which fraudulently invalidated Brunson’s vote.

127. The Defendants induced Brunson to vote with their promises that it would be
validated. They falsely represented to Brunson, by making the claim that his vote supported an
honest and fair election for Biden's win, when in fact the Defendants fraudulently invalidated
Brunson's vote, as stated above, to give Biden his win, and as such the Defendants fraudulently
and willfully damaged Brunson as stated herein. The Defendants did this with full constructive
knowledge.

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Civil Conspiracy — as to all the Defendants)

128.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

129.  Each of the causes of actions stated herein tie into this cause of action.

130. Defendants all worked in concert committing civil conspiracy during the Proceeding
which identifies the date, where and who was all involved.

131.  During the Proceeding and as outlined above, all of the Defendants were given

constructive knowledge from over 100 members of Congress that the election was rigged. It was
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Defendants object and course of action to deny this knowledge in order to skirt any kind of
investigation into whether or not the election was indeed rigged.
132.  As outlined above it was unlawful for the Defendants to have purposely refused any kind
of an investigation into how Biden won the election.
133. Defendants” unlawful refusal to have an investigation as to how Biden won the election
constituted serious damage against Brunson; it violated his vote along with his right to vote, and
the free exercise of his citizenship as explained above.

WHEREFORE Plaintiff prays for relief against the Defendants as follows:

Relief Under the First Cause Of Action:

134. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they never be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

135. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

136.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution, which invalidated Brunson’s vote,

137. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

138. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

139. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000

{One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).
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140.  Asto Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence, they each shall pay
$25,000.000 (Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

141.  And it shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief Under the Second Cause Of Action:

142.  Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

143.  Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

144. Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution, which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

145. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

146. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

147.  Defendants. except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
{One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

148.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25,000,000
{Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

149. It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be

inaugurated President of the U.S.A.
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Relief Under the Third Cause Of Action:

150. Defendants are to be removed from otffice with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

151. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

152.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution which invalidated Brunson's vote.

153. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

154. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

155. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
{One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

156.  Asto Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25,000,000
{Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

157. It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief Under the Fourth Cause of Action:

158. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be

allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor

serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.
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159. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

160. Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

161. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

162.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

163. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
{One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

164. Asto Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25,000,000
{Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

165. It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief under the Fifth Cause of Action.

166. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

167. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

168. Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the

Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution which invalidated Brunson’s vote.
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169. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson's vote.

170. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

171.  Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1.000,000
{One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

172.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25,000,000
{Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

173. Tt shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief under the Sixth Cause of Action.

174. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they never be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

175.  Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

176.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Detendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution. which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

177.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated

Brunson’s vote.
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178. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

179. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
{One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

180. As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence, they each shall pay
§25,000,000 {Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

181.  And it shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be

inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

182. TOTAL AMOUNT OF MONEY DAMAGES: $2.905,000,000 (2 Billion 905

million dollars)

183. And for any such other relief that the Court may deem proper.

Dated this the 30" day of December, 2021.

/s/ Lov Arlan Brunson

Loy Arlan Brunson
Plaintiff
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EXHIBIT 1



United States

Qongressional Record

th
DEBATES OF THE | | /'~ CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

of America PROCEEDINGS AND
Vol 167 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021

Ne. 4

House of Representatives

The House met al noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SWALWELL).

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

TWASHEINGTOXN, DC.
Junuary 6, 2021

I hereby appoint the Honorable ErIiC
SWALWELL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NaNCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Represenintives.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reversnd Margarel
Grun XKibben, offered the following
prayer:

O God. our refuge and our strength, a
very present help in times of discord
and trouble. Mountains crumbie,
waters rage. nations roar, and yet we
need not be afraid. for even now You
abide with us in these times of great
discord. uncertainty, and unrest.

We, who have pledged to defend our
Constitution against 2ll enemies, we
pray Your hedge of protection around
this Nation. Defend us from those ad-
versaries, both foreign and domestic,
outside these walls and perhaps within
these Chambers, who sow seeds of acri-
mony Lo divide colleagues and conspire
to undermine trust in Your divine au-
thority over all things.

The journey of this experiment in de-
mocracy is perilous and demanding.
fraught with anger and discontent. But
wise rulers still seek You,

86 help us, God, to find You in the
midst of us.

So help us. God. to see Your gracious
plan even in the svents of these days,

So help us, God. to serve You and
this Nalion with Godliness and dignity.

We lay hefore You the gifts of our
hopes. our dreams. our deliberations.

and our debates, Lhal You would be re-
vealed and exalted among the people.
We pray these things in the sirength
of Your holy hame.
Amen,

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAXKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 5(a)IXA) of House Reso-
lution 8. the Journal of the last day’s
proceedings is approved.

e ——— R i ——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman Ifrom Kansas (Mr. MANN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MANN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America. and to the Repub-
lie for which il stands. one nation under God,
indivisible. with liberty and justice for all.

r—

APPOINTMENT OF TELLERS ON
THE PART OF THE HOUSE TO
COUNT ELECTORAL VOTES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to Senate Concurrent Resolution 1,
and the order of the House of January
4, 2021. the Chair anncunces the Speak-
er's appoiniment of two Members as
tellers on the part of the House to
count the electoral votes:

The gentlewoman from California
(s, LOFGREN); and

The gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
RODNEY DAVIs).

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives;

OFFICE OF THE CLERK.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Washington. DC. Junuary 5, 2021,
Hon, NANCY PELOSI.
Speaker. House of Represeniutives.
Washingion, DC.

DeEsrR MapiyM SPEaAKER: Pursuant to ihe
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.8. House of Representa-
tives. I have the honor Lo transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
January 5. 2021 at 5:03 p.m.. said to contain
a message [rom the President regarding ad-
ditional steps addressing the threat posed by
applications and olhker software developed or
eontrolled by Chinese companies.

With best wishes. T an,

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOIENSON.
Clerk of the House.

e — E m———

ADDRESSING THE THREAT POSED
BY APPLICATIONS AND OTHER
SOFTWARE DEVELOPED OR CON-
TROLLED BY CHINESE COMPA-
NIES—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (3. DOC. NO. 1176

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordersd 1o be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the Initernational Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701 ef seq.} {IEEPA). the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 16801 £f seg.).
and section 801 of titie 8, United States
Code. 1 hereby report that I have issued
an Execulive Qrder declaring addi-
tional steps to he taken concerning the
national emergency with respect to the
information and commuuications tech-
nology and services supply chain de-
clared in Executive Order 13873 of May
15, 2019 (Securing the Information and
Communications Technology and Serv-
ices Supply Chain) to deal with the
threal posed by applications and other
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software developed or controlled by
Chinese companies,

The pace and pervasiveness of ithe
spread in the United States of ceriain
connected mobile and desktop applica-
tions and other software developed or
controlled by persons in the Pecple's
Republic of China (PRC). to include
Hong Kong and Macau (Chinaj. con-
Linue to Lhreaten the national secu-
rity, foreign policy. and economy of
the United States. By accessing per-
sonal elecironic devices such as
smartphones, tablets. and computers,
Chinese connected software applica-
tions can ageess and caplure vast
swaths of information from users. in-
cluding sensitive personally identifi-
able information and private informa-
tion. The continuing activity of the
PRC and the Chinese Commnunist Party
io steal or otherwise obtain United
States persons’ dala makes clear that
there is ap intent Lo use hulk data col-
lection to advance China’s economic
and national security agenda. To deal
with this threat. additional steps are
required againslt those who develop or
control certain Chinese connected sofi~
ware applications to protect our na-
{ional security.

The Hxecutive Ovder prohibits cer-
tain future transactions. as determined
by the Becretary of Commerce (Sec-
retary), involving the following Chi-
nese connected software applications:
Alipay, CamScanner. Q@ Walletl.
SHAREIit, Tencenl QQ. VMate. WeChat
Pay. and WPS Office. The Secrstary is
also directed to:

(i} continne to evaluate Chinese con-
nected software applications that may
pose an unacceptable risk bLo the na-
tional security. foreign policy. or econ-
omy of the United States, and to take
appropriabe action in accordance with
Executive Order 13873; and

(ii) in consultation with the Attorney
General and the Director of National
Intelligence. provide a report to lhe
Assistant to the President for Nalional
Security Affairs with recommenda-
tions to prevent the sale or transfer of
United States user data to. or access of
such dala by, foreigm adversaries, in-
cluding through the establishment of
regulations and policies to identify.
control, and iicense the export of such
data.

I have delegated to the Secretary. in
consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury and the Attorney General.
the authority to take such actions, in-
cluding adopting appropriate rules and
regulations, and employing all other
powers granted L0 the President by
IEEPA. as may be necessary to imple-
ment the Bxecutive Order. The heads of
all executive departments and agencies
are directed to take all appropriate
measures within their authority to im-
plement the provisions of the Execu-
tive Order.

I am enclosing & copy of the Execu-
tive Order 1 have issued.

DOXALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE. January 3. 2021.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 12:55 p.m. today.
Agcordinzly {at 12 o'clock and 6 min-
ules p.m.). the House stood in recess.

— R ———
5 1255

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired. the House
was called to order hy the SBpeaker at
12 o’clock and 55 minutes p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKEER

The SPEAKER. As the House comes
to order for this important, historic
meeting. Ist us be reminded thai each
side. House and Senate. Democrats and
Republicans, each have 11 Members al-
lowed 1o De preseni on the flogr. Others
may be in the gallery. This is at the
guidance of Lhe Atlending Physician
and the Sergeant at Arms.

The gentlemen on the Republican
side of the aisle will please observe 50~
cial distancing and the agreement to
have 11 Members on each side so that
we can honor the rssponsibility to this
Chamber of Lhis House of Representa-
tives.

Please exit the floor if you do not
have an assigned role from your leader-
ship. You can share with your staff if
you want to have a few more, bul you
carmot be that close together on Lhe
floor of the House with that many peo-
ple in here.

I thank the Senate, and the Demo-
crats and Republicans. for following
the rules.

COUNTING ELECTORAL VOTES—
JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION I

AL 12:59 p.m., the Sergeant al Arms,
Paul D, Irving, announced the Vice
President and the Senate of Lhe United
States.

The Senate eniered the Hall of Lhe
House of Representatives, headed by
the Vice President and the Secrstary of
the Senate, the Members and officers
of the House rising Lo receive them.

The Vice President took his seat as
the Presiding Officer of the joint con-
vention of the two Houses. the Speaker
of the House occcupying the chair on his
left. SBenatlors took seats to the right of
the rostrum as prescribed by law,

The joint session was called Lo order
by the Vice President.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Vice President.
parliamentary inquiry.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The gen-
tleman from Virginia will state his
parliamenltary igquiry.

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Vice President.
in order to fcliow the Speaker's in-
siructions that only a limited number
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of people e on the floor. may I ask
how one would make an objection or
make a parliamentary inquiry in the
fature if you are not on the floor but in
the gallery.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Under sec-
tion 18 of title 8. United States Code.
debate is not permitted in the joint
session.

Mr. GRIFFITH. Further parliamen-
tary inguiry.

Mr. Vice President, I am nol at-
tempting Lo debate. I am trying o find
out how a parliameniary inquiry or a
parliamentary point of order would be
made in following with the Speaker's
reguest that most of us not he on the
floor. How do you make one of those
points of order when you don't know
what is going to happen later?

The VICE PRESIDENT. Respectfully.
the gentleman’s parliamenlary inquiry
constituies debate. which is not per-
mitied in the joint session under sec-
tion 18 of title 3, United States Code.

Madam Speaker., Members of Con-
gress, pursuant to the Constitution and
the laws of the United States. the Sen-
ate and House ol Representatives are
meeting in joint session to verify the
certificates and count the votes of the
electors of the several States for Presi-
dent and Vice President of the United
Slates.

After ascertainment has been had
that the certificates are authentic and
correct in form. the tellers will count
and make a list of the votes cast by the
alectors of the several States.

The tellers on the part of the two
Houses will take their places at the
Clerk’s desk.

The tellers, Mr. BLUNT and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR on the part of the Senate. and
Ms. LOFGREN and Mr. RODNEY DAYVIS of
Illinois on the part of the Houss. Lock
their places at the desk.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without ob-
jection. the tellers will dispense with
the reading of the formal portions of
the certificates.

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. After
ascertaining that the certificates are
regular in form and authentic, the tell-
ers will announce the votes cast by the
electors for each State, beginning with
Alabama. which the Parliamentarian
has advised me is the only certificate
of voie from that Staie, and purporis
to be a return from the State, and that
has annexed to it a certificate from an
authority of that State purporting to
appoint or ascertain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr, President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
Stale of Alabama seems to be regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
Slate of Florida received 9 votes for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 8 voles for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections 1o counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Alabama
that the teller has verified appears to
bhe regular in form and authentic?
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There was no ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT., Hearing
none. this certificate from Alaska, the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that Siate
thatl purports to be a return from the
Stale and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Presidenl. Lhe
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of Alaska seems to be regular in
form and authentic, and ii appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
Stale of Plorida received 3 votes for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
Stale of Indiana received 3 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections (o counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the Slate of Alaska that
the leller has verified appears Lo be
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Arizona. the
Parliamentarian has advised me, is the
only certificale of vote that the State
purporls {o be a return from the State
and that has annexed to it a certificate
from an authority of that State pur-
porling to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
denl. the certificate of the electoral
vole of the State of Arizona seems fo
be regular in form and authentic, and
it appears therefrom that Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 11 votes for President and
KAMATLA D. HARRIS of Lhe State of Cali-
fornia received 11 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Arizona
that the teller has verified appears to
be regular in form and anthentic?

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Vice President. I
PavL GosaR from Arizona. rise for my-
self and 60 of my colleaguses Lo object
to the counting of the electoral ballots
from Arizona.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the objec-
tion in writing and signed by a Sen-
ator?

Mr. GOSAR. Yes. it is.

Senator CRUZ. It is.

The VICE PRESIDENT. An objection
prezented in wriling and signed by bolli
a Reprssentiative and a Senalor com-
plies with the law. chapter 1 of title 3,
United Stales Code.

The Clerk will report the objection.

The Clerk read the objection as
follows:

OBJECTION TO COUNTING THE ELECTORAL

VOTES OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

We. a Member of the House of Representa-
tives and a United States Senator, object Lo
the counting of the electoral votes of the
State of Arizopa on the ground that they

were not. under all of the known cir-
cumstances. regularly given.
PaACL GOsAR.
Bepresentative. State of Arizona.
TED CRUZ.

Senator. Stute of Teras.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

SENATORS

Mike Braun. John Kennedy. Ron Johnson.
Steve Daines, James Lankford. Bill Hagerty.
Marsha Blackburn.

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Mo Brooks AL 5. Andy Biggs AZ-5. Jim
Jordan OH-4, Madison Cawthorn NC-11,
Beotl Parry PA-10. Mike Kelly PA 16, Clay
Higgins LA- 3. John W. Rose TN 6. Bill Posey
FL-8. Jeff Duncan SC 3, Brian Babin TX 36.
Louie Geohmert TX-1, Brian J. Mast FL-18,
Warren Davidson OH 8. Andy Harris MD 1.
Steven Palazzo MS 4. Doug Lamborn CO 5.
Kat Cammack FL-3.

Tracey Manp XS-1, Bob Good VA-5, Adrian
Smith NE 8. Billy Long MO-7. Jack Bergman
MI 1. Michael Cloud TX-27. Rick Crawlord
AR-1, Roger Williams TX 25, Boh Gibhs O
7. Russ Fulcher ID -1, Ted Budld NC 18, Barry
Moore AL 2, Lee Zeldin NY-1, Jake
LaTurner K8 2. David Rouzer NC 7. Jason
Smith MO-8. Lauren Boebert CO 3. Chuck
Fleischmann TN-3. Tim Barchett TN-2.
Chris Jacobs NY-27.

Andrew S. Clyde GA-§, Lance Gooden TX
5. Diana Harshbarger TN-1. Mary E. Miller
IL-15. Mark E. Green TN 7. Ron Estes K8 4,
Neal Dunn FL 2. Romny Jackson TX-13,
Ralph Norman SC 5. Jue Wilson SC-2. Vicky
Harizler MO-4. Scott DesJarlais TN 4, Mar-
jorie Tayxlor Greene GA 14, Doup LaMalla
CA-1. Jeff Van Drew NJ-2. Ben Cline VA-B.
Michael D. Rogers Al-3, Markwayne Mullin
0X-2. Pat Fallon TX 4, Randy K. Weber TX
.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
further objections to the certificate
from the Stlate of Arizona?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The two
Houses will withdraw {rom jcint ses-
sion. Bach House will deliberate sepa-
rately on the pending objection and re-
port its decision back to Lhe joinl ses-
sion.

The Senate will now retire to its
Chamber,

The Seznate retired to its Chamber.

1315

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will re-
mind Members of the need Lo adhere to
the decorum requirements of tLhe
Chamber as 1aid oul in the Speaker's
announced policies of January 4, 2021,
in accordance with the guidance of the
Attending Physician.

Members are advised to remain in the
Chamber only if they are participating
in debate and must wear a mask at all
Limes. even when under recognition for
dehate.

Members must also practice proper
social distancing while present in lhe
Chamber.

Please. in the interests of your own
health and as an example to the Amer-
ican people. abide by the numbers, now
up 0 25 on sach side of the aisle, to
participate in this stage of the debate.

Pursuant to Senate Concurreni Reso-
Iution 1 and 8 U.8.C. 17 governing the
procedure for counting the slectoral
votes. when the two Houses withdraw
from the joinl session Lo count (he
electoral vote for separale consider-
ation of objeclion. a Representatbive
may speak Lo the objection for 5 min-
utes. and not more than once. Debate
shall nol exceed 2 hours. after which
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the Chair will put the question. Shall
the objection be agreed 107

The Clerk will report the ohjeclion
made in the joini session.

The Clerk read the ohjection as fol-
lows:

OBJECTION TO COUNTING THE ELECTORAL
VOTES OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

We. a Member of the House of Represenia-
tives and a Tnited States Senator, object to
the vounting of the electoral votes of the
Siale of Arizona on the pround that they
were not, under all of the known eir-
cumstances, regularly given,

PATL GOSAR.
Representutive, Stafe of Arizona.
TED CRI'Z.
Senalor, 8tale of Texas.
SENATORS

Mike Braun, John Kennedy. Ron Jeknson,
Sieve Daines, James Lankford. Bill Hagerty.
Marsha Blackburn.

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Mo Brooks AL-3. Andy Biggs AZ 5. Jim
Jordan OH-4, Madisen Cawthorn NC 11,
Scott Perry PA-10, Mike Kelly PA 16. Clay
Higgins LA -3. John W, Rose TN 6. Bill Posey
FL-8, Jeff Duncan SC-3, Brian Babin TX 36.
Louie Gohmmert TX-1. Briap J. Mast FL 18,
Warren Davidson OH-8. Andy Harris MD 1.
Steven Palazzo MS 4. Doug Lamborn CO-5.
Kat Cammack FL 3.

Tracey Mann KS-1. Bob Good VA 5. Adrian
Smith NE-8. Billy Long MO-T7. Jack Bexgman
MI-1. Michael Cloud TX-27. Rick Crawford
AR-1. Roger Willtams TX-25, Bob Gibbs OH-
7. Russ Fulcher ID 1, Ted Budd NG-13, Bawy
Moore AL-2. Lee Zeldin NY-1. Jake
LaTurner KS 2. David Rouzer NC 7. Jason
Smith MO 8. Lauren Bosbert C0-3. Chuck
Fleischmann TN-3, Tim Burchett TN-2.
Chris Jacobs NY-27.

Andrew S. Clyde GA-8. Lance Gooden TX
5. Diana Harshbarger TN 1, Mary E. Miller
IL-15, Mark E. Green TN 7. Ron Estes KS 4,
Neal Dunn FL-2. Rounny Jackson TX 13.
Ralph Norman SC-5. Joe Wilson SC 2. Vieky
Hartzler MO -4, SBeott Desdarlais TN-4, Mar-
jorie Taylor Greene GA-14. Doug LaMalla
CA-1, Jeff Van Drew NJ-2, Ben Cline VA 6.
Michael D. Rogers AL-3, Markwayne Mullin
UK 2, Pat Fallon TX4 Randy K. Weber TX-
14.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will en-
deavor to alternate recognition be-
tween Members speaking in support of
Lhe objsction and Members speaking in
opposition Lo the objection.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. ScaAvisg) for 8
minutes.,

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today 1o object to a number of States
that did not follow the constitutional
requirement for selecting electors.

Madam Speaker, this is something
that is clear Lhat our Founding Fathers
debated aboul as a fundamental deci-
sion of how we choose our President.
There was 2z lot of back and forth, if
anyone reads the founding documents
of our couniry. aboul the differeni
versions they went through to ulti-
malely come up with a process where
egch State has elections: each State
has a process for selecting their elec-
tors and sending them to Washington.

Madam RSpeaker, in a number of
those States. thal constitutional proc-
ess was not followed. and that is why
we are here to obhject.

I vou lock al what the requirement
says, nowhere in Article II. Section 1
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does it give the secretary of state of a
State that ability¥: nowhere does it give
the Governor that abilily: nowhere
does it give a court that ability. It ex-
clusively gives that ability to the leg-
islalures. In fact. in most States, that
is the process that was followed. But
{for those States. this wasn't followed.

Unfortunately. this is not new. We
have seen over and over again more
States where the Democratic Party has
gone in and selectively gone around
this process. That has tc end. Madam
Speaker., We have to follow the con-
stitutional process.

Now. there miglit be reasons why
some pecple don’t like the process laid
out by a legislative body.

Madam Speaker. 1 served on one of
those Ilegislative bodies when I was in
the Slate legislatwre for 12 years. I
served on the House and Governmental
Affairs Commitiee, where we wrole the
laws for our State’s elections. And I
can tell you. when we had Lo make
changes. those wers extensively nego-
tialed. We would have people on both
sides come.

Republicans and Democrats. Madam
Speaker, would gel together to work
through tithose changes. any minule
change to how za precinct would func-
tion. to how a change would be made in
the time of an election. signature re-
quirements. all the many thiangs that
involve a clerk carrying out the duties
in each parish. in our ease.

You would see people come and give
testimony, Madam Speaker. Both sides
could come. Clerks of court were there
in the hearing rooms.

It was an open process. by the way.
not behind closed doors in & smoke-
filled room where somebody might
want Lo bully a secretary of state to
get a Jifferent version that might ben-
efit them or their party or their can-
didate. That is not what our Founding
Fathers said is the process. Maybe it is
how some people wanled Lo carry it
out. Bub they laid out that progess.

S0 when we would have to make
those changes. they were in public
view: they were heavily debated:; and
then, wultimately, those laws were
changed in advance of the election so
everybody knew what the rules were.
Peopls on both sides knew how to play
by the rules before the game started.
not getling somewhere in the process
and saying, well, you don’t think it is
going to benefit you. so you try to go
around the Constitution.

That is not how our system works, It
has gotten out of hand. So President
Trump has called this oub. and Presi-
dent Trump has stood up to it. So
maxny of us have stood up 1o it.

In fact. over 100 of my colleagues.
Madam Speaker. asked the Supreme
Court to address this problem just a
few weeks ago. and. unfortunately. the
Courl chese to punt. They didn't an-
swer it one way or the other. They
didn't want to get in the middlie of this
discussion.

We don't have that luxury Loday. We
have to discuss this. We have to fix
this.
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In fact. on our first full day of this
Congress, many of us brought legisia-
Lion onto the House floor to start fix-
ing the problems with our elections. to
restore integrity Lo the election proc-
ess. which has been lost by so many
millicns of Americans. And we had a
voie. Every single Republican voted to
reform the process, Every single Demo-
crat voted against it. They don't want
Lo fix this prohlem.

Bul the Constitution iz our guide.
and it is time we start following the
Constitution. It is time we get back to
what our Founding Falhers said is the
process for selecting eleclors: that is
the legislatures in public view. not he-
hind closed doors. not smoke-filled
rooms, not bullying somebody thal
might give you a betier ruling.

Let's get back to rule of law and fol-
low the Constitution. Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER. For whal purpose
does the gentlewoman from California
({Ms. LOFGREN) seek recognition?

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to strike the last word.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from California (Ms. LOFGREN) is recog-
nized for b minutes.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, Lhis
day marks a crossroads for American
democracy. Those who object Lo the
counting of the electoral college votes,
which reflect the voles of the American
people. want to substitute Lheir pref-
erences for the voters’ ¢hoice. That is
not what our Constitution reguires.
and it is at odds with our American
democratic Republic,

I{ Congress selects Lhe next President
instead of the American voters, we
would have no need for an electoral
college. In fact, we would have nc need
for Presidential elections at all, We
would be moving from a government
elected by ihe people Lo a government
selected by those already governing.

Thal is not America. In the United
Siates. we abide by the choices of the
people. not by an elite few.

The Framers of our Constitution con-
sidered to have Congress select the
Presideni and specifically rejected it.
Instead. they wrole Articie II and the
12th Amendment.

Article II creates the electoral ¢ol-
lege. where each Stale appoints elec-
tors. Laws of all 50 States and D.C. re-
quire electors to vote for the winner of
the State’s popular election. Bach
Stabe provides for the orderly conduct
of elections. including lawful chal-
lgnges. recounts. and the like.

The 12th Amendment is what Lrings
us to btoday. IL says the electors meet
in thelr States. Thal happened Decem-
ber 14.

The amendment says the electors
shall cast their voies, sign and certify
them. and transmit them to us, sealed.
That has been done. The sealed snve-
lopes containing the signed and cer-
tified ballots from each Stlale's elec-
tors reflecting the votes of the pesople
are in Lhose mahogany hoxes.

The 121h Amendment divects the Vice
President. as the President of the Sen-
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ate. Lo do only this: open Lhe sealed en-
velopes and then the votes shall be
counted. Simple. It doesn’i say counted
in a manner that some Members of
Congress or the Vice President might
prefer. No. The votes are simply to he
counted as certified and transmitied by
the States.

C 1130

During reconstruction after the Civil
War. miore than one slate of electors
were appointed by Slates. Dueling lists
were sent and protracted processes
were undertaken in Presidential slec-
tions. And. as a2 result, Lo make an 01~
derly process. Congress enacied the
Electoral Count Act of 1887. This law
governs our proceedings today. The act
provides dispute resclution mecha-
nisms. '

Under Lhe BCA. if a Governor cer-
tifies a slate of electors and there are
no competing slates in that Siate. Lhe
Governor-certified must be counted.
Today. every single slate of electors
won by Joe Biden. or won by Donald
Tromp, got their Governor's certifi-
cation. Not & single State submitted a
competing slate. There is no dispute to
resolve.

The 2020 election was the most secure
election conducted in modern history.
Chsallenges were resolved by lawful re-
counts and audits.

The resull?

Vice President Biden won the 2020
election.

More than 80 lawsuits were filed con-
testing elements of the election proc-
ess. None of these lawsuits prevailed.

As even President Trump's own judi-
cial appointess ruled. there was no evi-
dence of any wrongdoing thai would
change the outcome.

The people spoke. It was not a close
election. The margin of victory for
Biden in 2020 was larger than Trump's
margin in 2016. In fact. the Biden vic-
Lory is one of the most decisive in mod-
ern times, exceeding the margin en-
joyed by Reagan when he defeated Car-
ter in 1980.

Congress has gathered in a joint ses-
sion to count electoral votes every four
years since 1789. 1 understand the dis-
appointment people feel when their
candidate for President loses. I have
felt the same several times in my vot-
ing life,

When thal happens. it is not an invi-
tation bo upend the Constitution and
the laws of the United States. It is an
invitation to work with the new Presi-
dent for the good of the country and to
wait for the nextl eleclion in ¢ years if
vou are dissatisfied,

In that spirit. I urge my colleagues
Lo uphold the American democracy and
reject the objsction.

Mr, JORDAN. Madam Speaker. I rise
1o support the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Ohio is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JORDAN., Madam Speaker.
Americans instinctively know there
was something wrong with this elec-
tion, During Lhe campaign. Vice Presi-
dent Biden would do an event and he
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would get 50 people at the event. Presi-
dent Trump. al juslt ome rally. gets
50.000 people. President Trump in-
creases vobes with African Americans:
increases voles with Hispanic Ameri-
cans: won 1§ of 20 bellwether counties:
won Ohioc by 8: Iowa by 8: and Florida
by 3. President Trump got 11 niillion
more votes than he did in 2016. and
House Republicans won 27 of 27 toss-up
races.

But somehow the guy who never left
his house wins the election?

Eighty miillion Americans. 8¢ million
of our fellow citizens. Republicans and
Democrats, have doubls aboul ihis
election: and 60 million people. 80 mil-
lion Americans think il was stolen.

But Democrats say: No problem. No
worries. Everything is fine.

We asked for an investigation. We
asked Chairman NaADLER. Chairwoman
MALONEY for an investigation. They
said no. They wouldn't want to inves-
tigate something {hat half the elec-
torate has doublis aboul. Il is just the
Presidency of the United Stales.

Why? Why nobl one single invesliga-
tion? Why not even one sgingle hearing
over the last 9 weeks in the United
Stales House of Representatives? Why?

Because all {he Democrats care about
is making sure President Trump isn’'t
President. For 4% years that is all they
have cared aboul.

July 81, 2018, before he was elected
the first timme. Jim Comey’s FBI takes
out the insurance policy; opens an in-
vestigation on the President based on
nothing.

May 17. 2017. Bob Mueller was named
special counsel. Two years Lhey inves-
tigate the Russia hoax. Nineleen law-
vers, 40 agenis and 340 million of tax-
payer money for nothing.

December 18. 2019. Democrat House
Members vote to impeach President
Trump based on an anonymous whistle-
blower with no firsthand knowledge,
who was biased against the President
and who worked for Joe Biden.

Bul none of that worked. As hard as
they tried. none of that worked. They
threw everything they had at him.

So what did they 4o next?

They changed the rules. They
changed the election law and they did
it in an unconstitutional fashion. and
that is what we are going to show over
the next several hours of debate.

The Constitution is clear, as Whip
SCALISE just sald. State legislatures
and only State legislatures sef election
law,

In Arizona. the law says voter reg-
istration ends on October 5.

Democrats said: We don’t care what
the law says.

They went to a court. got an Obama-
appointed judge to extend il 18 days.
No dehate. as Steve talked about. No
debale. No discussion. They just did it.

Pennsylvania. same thing. Pennsyl-
vania laws says mail-in ballots have to
he in by 8 p.m., election day.

Democrat Supreme Court said: Nope.
We are going 1o extend it.

Election day doesn’t end on Tuesday
now, They took il to Friday. Extended
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the election 3 days: not the legislaturs,
the partisan Supreme Court.

Pennsylvania law says mail-in bal-
Iots require signature verification.

Democrat secretary of state said:
XNope. I am going to decide by myself
that it doesn't. for 2.6 million ballotis.

Pennsylvania law says mail-in bal-
lots can't be processed umtil election
day. Some counties said no. And you
can imagine which counties they were.
Democrat-run counties said no and al-
lowed ballots to be cured and fixed he-
fore election day.

They did an end-run around the Con-
stitution in every State that Repub-
licans will object Lo today. Bvery sin-
¢le one. It was a pattern. It was their
template. They did it in Arizona. They
did it in Georgia. They did it in Michi-
gan. They did if in Pennsylvania. They
did it in Nevada. They 4id it in Wis-
consin.,

Yel. some of our Members say: Don't
worry about it. We shouldn't do any-
thing. Just lat it go. It was just six
States who violaled the Constitution.

What if it is 10 States next time?
What if it is 152 What if. in 2024, 2028, it
is 26 States? What if it is half the
States that do an end-run around what
the Constitution clearly spells out?

We are the final check and balance.
The authorily rests wilh us, the United
States Congress. the body closest (o
the American people, right where the
Founders wanted it. We should do our
duly. We should object to and wote for
this objection to the Arizona electors.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, 1 risé
in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
California is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF, Madam Speaker. a little
more than 2 months ago. America per-
formed an extraordinary feat. Under
some of the most trying circumslances
in our history. our fellow citizens con-
ducted a free and fair election. vindi-
cating our Founders’ belief once again.
that we were capable of self govern-
ment and a peaceful transition of
power.

On November 3, the American people
chose Joe Biden to be their next Presi-
dent Dy an enormous margin. The sue-
gessful conduct of Lhat election, among
the mosi secure in American history.
was not an accident. It was bhe result
of the dedicated work of thousands of
volunileers. canvassers. poll workers,
electors, and State and local election
officials.

When the conduct of any State elec-
tion was challenged. t(he courts.
through judges appointed by Demo-
crats and ithose appointed by Repub-
Ticans. heard unsubstantiated claims of
fraud, found they had no merit, and
said so.

But most impcrtani. the American
people persevered. In the midst of the
worst pandemic in a century. America
had one of the most impressive elec-
tions in a century. with historic voter
turnout.

Our fellow c¢itizens ¢id their civic
duty. The question we face today is:
Will we do ours?
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That we are here. with a substantial
number of our Members sseking Lo
overturn an election is remarkable,
tragic. and all too prediclable. for it is
the natural result of a locomotive set
in motion months age with a2 myth.
For weeks and weeks. before. during.
and after our election. a2 dangercus
falsehood was propagated: That our
slection would be marred by massive
fraud.

Never mind it was the same election
which brought the wvery men and
women to this Chamber who would
challenge its resulls. What value has
consistency when measured against
ambition?

A former Senator from Georgia. re-
marking on a contested election cver a
century ago. said: —Able men. learned
men. distinguished men. great men in
the eves of the nation. seemed intent
only on accomplishing a party tri-
umph. without rezard to the con-
sequences to the country. Thal is
human nature. That is.” he said, “un-
fortunalely. party nature.”

Was he right?

We stand in a House which was once
the place of giants. Have we become s0
small? Does owr oath Lo uphold the
Constitution. taken just days ago,
mean so very little?

I think noi. I believe. to quote our
dear departed friend, BElijah Cummings.
that we are betler than that. I think
Elijah would be proud that the debate
here today is not hetween Democrats
and Republicans. and that some Repub-
licans. including the Republican leader
of the Senate. remain devoted to the
principle that we are a nation of laws.
nof individuals. let alone a single indi-
vidual.

It may seem unfair tc the new Mem-
bers who have only just taken the oath
for the first time, that they shonld be
so soon iested with one of the mwost
consequential votes they may cast. no
matier how lonz they serve. But it is
so; and noue of us can shrink from that
responsibility. Nor can we console our-
selves with the intoxicating fiction
that we can break that oath withoul
consequence because doing so will not
succeed in overturning the election. An
oath is no less broken when the break-
ing fails Lo achieve its end.

We must be mindful that any who
seek to overturn an election will do in-
jury to our Coustitution, whatever the
result. For just as the propagation of
that dangerous myth about this elec-
tion made this moment inevitable. our
actions today will put ancther train in
motion. This election will not be over-
turned.

But what about the next? Or the one
after that?

What shall we say when onr demo-
cratic legacy is no more substantial
than the air, except that we brought
trouble to pur own house and inherited
the wind?

This isn't the first time we have had
a contentious election. and it won’t be
the last. In 1800. Jchn Adams lost a
closely contested election Lo Thomas
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Jefferson. in Lthe first peaceful transi-
tion of power from one party to an-
other in our history. Adams was hardly
pleased with the result. choosing to
skip the inaugural activities, but he
did what leaders are required to do in a
demooralic government when they
1ose. He went home. He went home.

Jefferson would later refer to his vie-
tory as the Revolution of 1860. bhui mar-
veled that the Revolution had cceurred
“hy the rational and peaceful instru-
ments of reform. the suffrage of the
people.”

1t has never been our place to over-
turn an election. and if we hope to re-
main a democracy. 1t never will be.

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, I rise in
support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaksr. I join
the ohjection Lo counting votes of elec-
tors from my home State of Arizona. as
well as Georgia. Pennsyivania, Wis-
consin, Michigan. and Nevada. because
election integrity is the heart of our
American constitutional republic?

In a representative form of govern-
ment. we must be able to trust that our
elections accurately represent the will
of the American voter. This is the ap-
propriate forum anticipated and pro-
vided for by our Founders to debatle
whether this election complied with
the Constitetion that we have all
sworn Lo protect.

Every pariicular of the Constitution
is Lo be protected. including Article II.
Section 1. The debate as to the legit-
imacy of the 2020 Presidential election
hag Deen suppressed by the left and its
propagandisis in the media until today.

State legislatures are required to de-
termine the manner in which electors
are chosen. Arizona names ils slectors
on the general election ballol and iden-
tifies what candidate those electors are
required to vote for should that can-
didate cobtain the majority of votes in
the general eleclion.

As part of the manner for deter-
mining electors. Arizona alsc estab-
lishes deadlines for voter registration.
The deadline has been in place for 30
vears,

C 1345

This year. that voler registration
deadline was October 5. Early voting
commenced 2 days later. Five days be-
fore the deadline. a group filed a2 law-
suit demanding vhal Arizona eleclion
officials not enforce the deadline.

The Federal District Court decided
that since other States have a deadline
later than Arizona's and some even
allow for registraition when voting.
that Arizona's new deadiline would be a
time he chose. not the legislature's
timeline.

The appellate court effectively over-
turned Lhe lower court ruling and
noted that the Arizona deadline estab-
lished by (he State legislature was
sound and appropriate and complied
with the Constitution. But the appel-
late court merely shortensd the exten-
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sion. Lhe bypassing of Lhe deadline lo
10 days.

The appellate court. without legal
justification. also decided that every-
one who registered after the legal dead-
Iine. but before Lhe deadline created by
judicial fiat. could still vote.

Note Lthat Lhe Arizona legislature was
no longer in conlbrol of delermining the
manner of appoiniing Presidential
electors hecause the court had set a
new deadline. even though the appel-
late court found the legislature's dead-
line was constitutionally sound.

During that window. more than 32.000
voters registered in Maricopa Countly
alone. Here are copies of those voler
registration records. In going around
the deadline sel by {he legislature. the
court ignored the Arizona legislature’s
obligation and right to direct the man-
ner of choosing Presidential electors as
set forth in Article IL. Section 1.

As a consequerice of that Jjudicial
usurpation. more than 382,000 people
were allowed (o unlawiully cast ballots
in Arizona's Presidential eleclion in
2020.

The Arizona legislature seeks an
independent andit of the election. The
Governor refuses now to call them into
a special session. The Maricopa County
Board of Supervisors has refused to
comply with legislalive subpoenas. In
Arizona. the people who conirol the
evidence related to the election have
done everything possible to prevent an
independent. audit directed by the leg-
islature.

Arizonans bhave used the Ilimited
amount of records available to inves-
tigate the 2020 Presidential election. Of
a limited sample of 1,000 addresses of
voters, they found 539 voters did not
live al the addresses on the voter rolls.
Here is a stack of 1.000 declaration of
affidavits supporsing that.

I object to counting the votes of Ari-
zona electors because the Federal
courts went around the legislatively
constructed mechanism for choosing
Arizena’s Presidential electors. allow-
ing tens of thousands of voters to un-
lawiully cast votes. The court usurped
a key component of the Arizona legis-
lature's manner of selecting Presi-
dential electors. thus viclaling Article
1I, Section 1. The legisiature is being
obstructed in its efforts. And what lit-
tle evidence we have and what little in-
formation we have has produced this
kind of evidence, which indicates 2 sig-
nificant problem with the integrity of
the Presidential election.

Madam Speaker. I include in the
RECORD my written comments, {o-
gether with bLbe voler registralion
records that reflect the 32.000 registra-
tions permitted in contravention of
State law: letters and resolutions from
Arizona legislators pertaining to the
count of voles from electors: along
with approximately 1.000 affidavits and
declarations pertsining (o potentiial
voter fraud in Arizona in the 2020 Pres-
idential eleclion: and the statement of
Congressman RANDY WEBER of Texas.

DECEMBER 31, 2020.

DEAR VICE PRESIDENT PrExcK: As the Chalr-

woman of the Arizona House BElections Com-

January 8, 2021

mittee. I write to you with upmost urgency
1o communicate Lo you several ocvurrences
that thwarl our ability as legislators to in-
vestigate legitimate and concerning allega-
tions of eslection Iraud in the mosi recent
generzal election. On December 1d. 2020, Ari-
zona sent an allernate slate of electors,
along with a resolution from 21 current and
8 newly elected legislators asking you to re-
Irain from acecepting the Biden eleclors until
we could adequately investigate these claims
of fraud.

Soon after the election. I requested an
Blections Committee discovery hearing in
order t0 use subpoena power Lo acquire the
voting machines and ballots in order to do &
compirehensive and forensic andit. I was told
that it was not a good idea and was denied
the ability. I continued to reguest the hear-
ing with the Speaker of the House. asked
publicly. and tried every avenue Lo no avail.
A full monik later on December Sth, the Sen-
ate President authorized a hearing via the
Judiciary committee. and that d4id result in
subpoenas to the Maricopa County Super-
visors {(who oversee the elections process)
Lhat have yet. as of the writing of this letter.
been complied with.

Court cases have been dismissed due to not
having evidence, however our efforts to do an
audit to obtain such evidence have been sup-
pressed. We held a hearing on 11:30.2020 with
Rudy Giuliani to at least hear testimony
from cilizens who experienced irrsgularities.
along with subject matier experts who re
ported severe Iirregularities and probable
tampering with the machine apparatus. On
11.30:2020. a group of Arizona citizens re-
ported publicly that they had uncovered
with great confidence a minimum estimation
of 160.000 fraudulent voters. based on over
1000 declarationsaffidavits collected. This
suppolris an earlier document submitted to
the Attorney CGeperal and would largely Im-
pact the cutcome of the eleciion.

We have experienced shstruction at every
turn. For your reference, I have itemized. in
Exhibit A. many of the various ways we have
peen stopped from investigating claims of
fraud and gross rregularities. It is my hope
thet you will see tkhat the Arizona Presi-
dential election is still in dispute and anre-
solved. We call on you to take this into con-
sideration as you perform your duties on
January 6Sth. and not accept the electors
until we have resolution to these matters.

With utmost respect,
KELLY J. TOWNSEND.
Senator-Elect.
EXHIBIT A

1. Requests from the House Elections
Chairwoman (myselll and the Honse Federal
Relations Chairman (Mark Finchem) to hold
an evidemtisry hearing were repeatedly de-
nied and have yel to be honored, Multiple
Chairmern of varicus committees requested a
hearing in order {o investigaie claims, to no
avail, We were forced to hold an unofficial
hearing on November 30th where many came
forward with very concerping evidence and
claims.

2. The Senate Judiciary Committee hear-
ing was not held until 41 days after the elec-
tion on 12/14:2020, Lhe same day as the Elec-
tors were to ¢ast their votes, This delay ren-
dered the hearing of little effect regarding
having confidence in Lhe correct votes cast.
The Chairman thus issued a subpoena for the
equipment and ballots. but the Maricopa
Board of Supervisors has countersued and
refuse to comply. They will not release any
machine or hallol info. even though within
the RFP for Lhe Dominion machines. it is
stated that their key leatares are their abil-
ity to cdonducl hand counts. perform risk
limiting audits. and publish bhallot images
and adjudication records with markings ona
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public websile. calling it their open data ini-
tiative. Now that they are being asked for it.
they are refusing to make il available. citing
voter confidentiality. There is no voter In-
formation contained in the machine or on a
ballot, however, 80 that reasoning is insuffi-
cient. Their ipaction and nonfeasance pre-
vent us {rom proper discovery.

3. L. along with several others, requested
the Governor to ¢all us in for special session
to be able to deal with the issue. I is our un-
derstanding that we cannol enforce the sub-
poena for equipment and ballots unless we
are in session. His ongoing unwillingness to
call us into session to address these issues
had kept us {rom adequate discovery. On 12
02:2020. Governor Doug Ducey was asked by
the media il he was going to honor the Legis-
lator's request for a special session. He pro-
ceeded to incorrectly name Monday January
13th as cur first day back in vegular session.
In response. Lhe reporter asked. “So you see
no need for g specizl session to look at any
of these issues or the issue of Presidential
electors....” to which the Governor inter-
rupted and said. Tl see the Legislature in
January.”

4. The House leadership attemipied to deter
Representative Bret Roberts from sending a
letter to Attorney General Broovich and the
Marivopa Couniy Board of Bupervisors re-
garding the accurate performance of a hand
count based on the statutory reguiremment to
do so hy previncl, versus vote center. By
doing a hand count based on voting centers.
it renders it impossible to tell if there was a
rogue preecinct involved in fraud. Neverthe-
less, Rep. Robert’s efforts 1o enforce statute
were thwarted by House leadership.

3. One week prior to the Electors voting.
on December Tth. the House and Senate Isad-
ership closed the buildings in the pame of
COVID-19, preveniing any in-person hearings
or work to be performed. This greatly hin-
dered our ability to push for discovery re-
garding eleclion integrity during the last
days before the Elector’s voles were cast.

6, The Maricopa County Board of Super-
visors held a closed meeting on 112002020 in
order to certify the election resunlts, where
the public was pot allowed to participate and
ask questions, Prior to that meeting. on 12
{82020. Merissa Hamilton (a data inifegrity
experi) delivered to the Attorney General a
statistically significant listing of deceased
voters that received a ballot and those de-
ceased who actually returned a ballot. At the
aforementioned meeting, the Maricopa Coun-
ty Elections Director Ray Valenzuela stated
that the list of deceased voters casting a bal-
lot was mere folklore and dismissed it as a
nonissue. This aceusation is still pending an
investigation.

7. Aflter submiiling a public records re-
quest for the Federal only voters who cast a
balloi in the 2020 General election, I was told
by a staf{l member that the Elections Direc-
tor was “‘vetiing the list” before he gave it
to me. I did not reguest a cleaned-up list of
voters. but the list in its entirety. This di-
minished my confidence in that list. that I
have a true representation of persoms who
cast a ballot that cannot establish their
ideniity or citizenship.

8. Arizona Stale House leadership pre-
vented Legislators from issuing press re-
leases having to do with the election that did
not. conform to their own opinion. This di-
minished our ability to communicate to the
public our converns about how the election
and post procedures were being handled.

3. On 12012020, T reqguested the Attorney
General's Blections Integrity office to inves-
tigate the claims made at the November 30th
Giuliani hearing and provided them the link.
1 was told that none of the items listed at
the Giuliani hearing would be investigated
by that olfice.
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10. ‘The Maricopa County Recvorder atl-
tended miore than one DefCon conference
that focused on the ghbility to havk voting
machines, The Legislature was never in-
formed that the ouicome of these con-
ferences reconunended thal elecled officials
he notified due to unprotected ports on the
mawhines, passwords Ieft unset or left in Je-
fault vonfigurations and security features of
the underlying commercial hardware were
left unused or even disabled. It was rec-
ommended that to improve election security.
paper hallots should be used. and 2 rigorous
post-election audit be performed. We learned
about Lhis issue via social media. and it was
obfuscated hy the Eleclion officials.

11. Arizopa Republican State Chair Kelli
Ward reports the following malleasance znd
obstruction:

a. No allowed review of the digitally adju-
dicated ballots- over 200,000.

b. Only 100 of the duplicated ballots re-
viewed--8% error rate in favor of President
Trump, Maricopa County refused te look at
the other 28.000 ballots.

¢, No meaninglul signature verification.
County employees doing signature
verification offsite. over the internet. with-
oul oversight. and at times at a rate of 30
signatures or more per minute,

12, The Secretary of State took 22 days to
znswer & public records request by Merlssa
Hamilton. asking them (o deliver the meet-
ing minutes from Lheir technical committee
Lo certify the Dominion voting equipment.
Only after four reguests and the involvement
of the Ombudsman did she obiain the infor-
mation, The resulls of that request showed
that despite the voting equipment not being
able to calculate the votes properly. which
was never addressed, the machines were still
certified. The Maricopa Couniy RFP for the
Dominion eguipment did not give the public
a chance to give input on the procuremsent.
There was never any discussion or an ofler of
various options to choose from, The Board of
Supervisors went straighl to a vote with no
discussion and approved the machines anani-
mously.

13. There are multiple'nurnerous examples
of Iiow on election day observers and poll
workers were prevented [rom overseeing the
various procedures. thersby undermining
confidence that there was no illegal activity
and violating Arizona’s statutes regarding
election integrity. We have had no formal in-
vestigation into the vast mszjority of Lhese
accusations.

SUMMARY

Arizona bhas many umesolved issues that
we would like to have invesligaied in order
to confidently say our electors voted for the
true victor in the 2020 Presidential election.
We stili have ocutstanding issues left unre-
solved and are being stopped at nearly every
turn from investigating. For example, the
Maricopa County Recorder’s office staried
counting early hallots 14 days before election
day. During that time. the backup server
was removed each nighi by a Dominion em-
ployee. This is of significant concern because
the informmation on those servers could have
been manipulated and or provided to nefar-
ious people as to how many ballotsvotes
were peeded to change the results of the
election ax time went on,

Many in the Legislature believe that il we
are able to do a forensic audit. we could in-
vestigate these and other serious claims
broaght forward to us. However, as you can
see by the list abhove (not exhaustive hut
brief for your benefil) we have many entities
who appear to be blocking our efforts to get
to the bottom of Lhe issue, One can only ask.
in a supposedly secure and fair election. why
discovery is being guashed.

CONCLUSION

It is asked that all of these issues he con-

sidered when contemplating the eleven Ari-
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zona electoral votes. Our election is still in
dispute, and we have olbfuscation and at-
templs at running out the vlock to prevent
discovery of the facts. We helieve il is impos-
sible 1o conclusively declare a winner in Avi-
zonza and pray thai you would refrain from
counting the electoral voies [rom our state.
and consider the alternate slate should we be
ahle to eslablish validity to the various
claims of election [raud on such 2 scale that
would change the outcome.

Thank you, kindly, for your atiention to
these matlers.

A RESOLUTION TO DONGRESS

Whereas. it Ls the constitutional and legal
obligation of the Legislature of the State of
Arizona to ensure that the state's presi-
denlial eleciors truly represent the will of
the voters of Arizona: anid

Whereas. pursuant to the direction of Con-
gress as set forth in United States Code, Lille
8, section 1 as authorized by Article II, sec-
tion 1, clause 4 of the Constitution of the
Tnited States. and state law adopled pubsu-
ant thereto. Arizona conducted an election
for presidential electors on the Tuesday next
after the first Monday in November of 2020
that is. on November 3, 2020; and

Whereas. that election was marred by
irregularities so significant as to render it
highly doubtful whether the certilied resulls
accurately represent the will of the voters:
and

Whereas. Congress has Iurther direcled in
T.8. Code, title 3. sevtion 2 that when a state
“has held an election for the purpose of
choosing electors, and has failed Lo make a
choice on the day prescribed by law, the elec-
tops may be appointed on a subsequent day
in such manner gs the legislature of such
State may direct™: and

Whereas, Lhat provision implicitly recog-
nizes that Article II. Seeiion 1. Clause 2 of
the U.8. Constituiion grants 1o each state
legislature. with stated limitatioms. the sole
agthorilty to prescribe the manner of ap-
peinting electors for that state: and

Whereas. the United States Supreme Court
and other courts have explained that when a
state legisiaiure directs the manner of ap-
pointing electors, it does so pursuant to a
srant of authority from the TU.S. Constitu-
tion rather than by reason of any state con-
stituotional or other legal provision: that this
authority may be exercised by the legisla-
ture alone without other aspects of the nor-
mal lawmaking process; and that the state
legislature's authority over the appoiniment
of presidential electors is plenary and may
be resumed at any time: and

Whereas. because U.S. Code. title 3. section
7 mandates that all presidential electors
vote for President and Vice President of the
TUnited States on December 14, 2020, It is im-
possible to pursue the Legisiature’s preferred
course of action, which would be for Arizo-
na’s voters to participate in a new and fair
and [ree presideniial election helore that
date; and

Whereas, in view of the [acts heretofore re-
cited. the Legislature is required Lo exercise
its best judgment as to which slate of elec-
tors the voters prefer; and

Whereas, legal precedent exists where in
1960 the State of Hawaii sent an alternate
slate of electors while the Presidential elec-
tion was still in guestion in order to meet
the deadline of selecting electors. and upon
recount the alternate slale of electors™ bal-
Iots were ultimately counted: and

Whereas. the undersigned have an obliga-
tion to find ihe truth. For this reason. on
several occasions since Noveniber 3. we state
lawmakers have requested favt-finding hear-
ings to invlude a comprehensive and inde-
pendent forensic audit. At this time. no such
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audit has been authorized. Thix leaves the
uncertainty of the election results in a state
that pequires further investigation and reso-
lution: and

Whereas. ongoing election irregularity liti-
gation is currently active. and there are un-
resolved disputes by both the Legislature
and ai least one Presidential campaign. ren-
dering the election inconclusive as of date of
signing of this letter.

Therefore. be it

Resolved by the undersigned Legislators.
members of the Arizona House and Senatle.
reguest that lhe alternate 11 electoral votes
be acecepted for to Donald J. Trump or to
have all elecioral voles nullified complelely
until a full forensic audit can he conducied.
Be it further resolved that the United States
Congress is not to consider a slate of electors
from the State of Arizona until the Legisla-
tore deems Lhe election to be final and all
irregularities resolved.

Signed this day. 14 December, 2020,

Senator Blect Kelly Townsend, Legislative
Distriet 15; Representative Kevin Payne,
Legislative District 217 Representative Mark
Finchem. Legislative Dislrivcl 11: Senator
Sonny Borrelli, Legislative District 5; Rep-
resentative Bret Roberts. Legislative Dis-
trict 11: Representative Bolb Thorpe, Legisla-
tive District 6 Senator David Farnsworih.
Legislative District 16: Represeutative Leo
Biasiueei, Legislative District 5: Representa-
tive Anthony Kern, Legislative District 20;
Senator Sylvia Allen, Legislative District 15;
Senator Elect Naney Barto. Legislative Dis-
trict 15 Majority Leader Warren Petevsen.
Legislative District 12; Representative Steve
Pierce. Legislative District 1! Representative
Tony Rivero, Legislative District 21: Senator
David Gowan. Legislative Distriet 14. Rep-
resentative David Cook, Legislative District
8: Representative John Filimore. Legislative
District 16: Representative Travis Grantham,
Legislative District 12; Representative Wal-
Ler Blackman. Legislative District 6; Rep-
resentaiive Shawnna Bolick, T.egislative Dis-
trict 20 Representative Noel Campbell. Leg-
islative Districl 1; Represeniative Elect Jac-
gueline Parker, Legislative District 15; Rep-
resentative Blect Beverly Pingerelli, Legis-
lative District 211 Representative Elect Jake
Hoffman, Legislative District 12; Senator
Elect Wendy Rogers, Lt Col. USAF (reti.
Legislative District 6: Representative Elect
Steve Kalser, Legislative District 15 Rep-
resentalive Elect Brenda Barton. Legislative
District, 6; Representative Elect Joseph
Chaplik. Legislative District 23: Representa-
tive Elect Judy Burges, Legislalive District
1; Representalive Elect Quang Nguyen, Leg-
islative District 1.

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker. I
claim the time in opposition tc the ob-
jection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Maryland is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker. I
thank you firs and all my dear beloved
colleagues for your love and tender-
ness. which my family and I will never
forget.

Abraham Linceln, whose name is a
comfort Lo us all. said: ~"We have got
the hest governmeni the world ever
knew.”

It is best because the first three
words of the Constitution tell us who
governs here: We the People.

Watch this proceeding Loday and tell
the world with pride, as Lincoln did.
aboutl the briiliant meaning and prom-
ise of our vouniry. Our Government he-
longs Lo the peopla.

As Presideni Ford said: Here the peo-
ple rule.
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Teday we are in the people’s House to
complele the people’s process for
choosing the people’s President. We as-
semble into joint ssession for a solemn
purpose that we have all sworn a sa-
cred oath to faithfully discharge. The
12th Amendment obligates each and
every one of vs o count the electoral
votes Lo recognize the will of the peo-~
ple in the 2020 Presidential eleclion.

We are not here. Madam Speaker. to
vote for the candidate we want. We are
here to recounize the candidaie the
people actually voted for in the States,

Madam Speaker. the 2020 eleclion is
over and the people have spoken. Joe
Biden received more than 80 million
votes. Seven million more than Presi-
dent Trump. A nunber larger than any
other Presideni has received in U.S.
history. The sweeping popular victory
translated inlo an electoral college vic-
tory of 306-232, a mazrgin which Presi-
dent Trump pronounced a landslide
when he won by those exact same num-
bers in 2018.

So now we count the electoral votes
that were just delivered to us in the
besulifal mahogany cases brouzht by
lhose hardworking Senate pages. These
mahogany cases contain only the 3588
elecloral voles thal were sent in by the
States. nol the 158 million ballols that
were casl by our constituents. Those
were counled 2 months ago by hun-
dreds of thousands of election officlals
and poll workers across America who
risked their health and even their lives
in the Lime of COVID to deliver whal
our Department of Homeland Securily
called Lhe mosl secure elegtion in
American history. Many of Lhese offi-
cials have endured threails of retribu-
tion, violence, and even dealh just for
doing their jobs.

Just as the popular vole was for
Biden, so was the electcral vote. On
December 15. Senate Majority Leader
MrTcH MCCONNELL recognized it. ~The
elecloral college has spoken.” the Sen-
alor said@ from the Senate floor.
“Today I want to congratulate Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden.”

Yet, we have seen escalating altacks
on our election with unfounded claims
of fraud and corruption. More than 60
lawsuits have been brought io date
seeking Lo overturn the resulis. They
haye failed repeatedly and they have
failed speciaculariy.

Every objection we hear today ma-
ligning our States and their officials—
both Republican and Democrai—has
been litigated. adjudicated. and oblil~
erated in both Federal and Statle
Courts. The President has not just had
his day in court. Madam Speaker, he
has had more than 2 months in court
looking for a judge to embrace these
arguments, In more than 50 cases.
Madam Speaker. at least 88 different
judges. iIncluding many appeinted hy
the President himsell, have meticu-
Iously rejected the Presideni’'s claims
of fraud and corruption.

Take Georgia T.S. District Court
Judge Steven Grimberg. who was
named to the bench hy President
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Trump last year. He rejected President
Trump's. praver to block certification
of Biden's victory in Georgia. sayving it
~has ne basis in facl or law.”

Take U.S. Districl Judge Breil Lud-
wig. another Trump nominee who {ook
the bench in September. He dismissed a
lawsuil seeking to overturn the resulls
in Wisconsin., calling it ‘“exiraor-
dinary.”

He said: <A sitling President who did
nob prevail in his bid for reelection has
asked for Federal Court help in setting
aside the popular vote based on . ..
issues he plainly could have raised be-
fore the vole occurred.

This court allowed the plaintiff the
chance to make his case, and he has
lost on the merits.™

Trump has asked for the rule of law
to be followed, Judge Ludwig ohserved.
and he said definitively: It has been.

I have been a constitutional law pro-
Tessor for 30 years. and if I were to test
my students on these decisions, it
would he Lhe easiest test in the world
because Lhe plaintiffs have lost nearly
avery case and every issue in Lhe most
sweeping terms. That is all they would
have to remember, There is no basis in
fact or law Lo Jjustify the unprece-
dented relief that is being requested of
nmilifying these eleciions.

We are here to count the votes. Let
us do our job.

Mrs. BOEBERT. Madam Speaker. 1
rise to support the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Colorado is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BOEBERT. Madam Speaker. to
ease evervoune's nerve. I wanl Members
Lo all know that I am not here to chal-
lenge anyone to a duel like Alexander
Hamilton or Aaron Buir.

Madam Speaker. my primary objec-
tion to Lhe counting of the electoral
votes of the Stale of Arizona is based
on the Constitubion and the dirsction
of Stale legislatures through State
law, as spelled out in the {ollowing two
clauses of Article I, Section 1. Clause
2: ~Bach State shall appoint. in such
manner as the legislature thereof may
direct, a nwmber of electors.™

And the elsclion clause of the Con-
stilution provides State Ilegislatures
with explicit authority to prescribe
“the times. places. and manner of hold-
ing elections.”

For more than three decades. Arizona
law, set by the State legisiature, has
required that voler registration end no
later than 29 days hefore an election.

This is clear. It is law. unless amend-
ed by the Stale legislature. This is the
way it needs to be carried out.

In Arizona, the deadline for voter
registration for the 2020 Presidential
glection was October 5. 2020. Using
COVID ag a reasoning. Democrats filed
a lawsuit to extend this deadline by 18
days. An injunction was made by an
Obama-appointed judge preventing the
Arizona secretary of state from enfore-
ing the vonstitutional deadline set by
the State lagislature.

As a result of this frivolous. pariisan
lawsnit. 10 exira days were added via
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judicial fiat to allow voler regisira-
tion. These 10 days were added afler
voting had already begun. This is com-
pletely  indefensible. You  cannot
change the rules of an election while it
is underway and expect the American
people Lo trust it.

Now. in this 10-day period. at least
30.000 new voters were registered to
vote in Arizona. All of these voles are
unconstitutional. It does not matter if
they voled for Presideni Trump or if
they voled for Vice President Biden.
They did not register in time for the
election. The law states October 5. Ei-
ther we have laws or we do not.

If we allow Slale election laws as sel
forth by Lhe State legislatures (o he ig-
nored and manipulated on the whims of
partisan lawsuits, unelected bureau-
crats. unlawful procedures, and arbi-
trary rules. then our constitutional Re-
public will cease to exist.

The oath I took this past Sunday to
defend and support the Constitution
makes it necessary for me to object to
this travesty. Otherwise. ithe laws
passed by the legislative branch merely
become suggestions to be accepted. re-
jected. or manipulated by those who
did not pass them.

Madam Speaker. I have constituents
outside of this bhuilding right now. I
promised my vobters to he their voice.
In this branch of government in which
I now serve. il is my separate but eqgual
obligation to weigh in on this election
and ohject.

Are we not a government of. by, and
for the people?

They know Lhat this eleclion is not
right: and as Lheir Representative. I
am sent here to represent Lhem. I will
not allow the pecple to be ignored.

Madam Speaker. it iIs my doty under
the T.8. Constitution to object Lo the
couniing of the electoral votes of the
State of Arizona. The Members who
stand here today and accept the resulis
of this concentrated, coordinated. par-
tisan effort by Democrats, where every
fraudulent vote cancels ocut the vole of
an honest America. has sided with ex-
tremists on the left.

The United States Congress needs to
make an informed decision., and that
starts with this obhjection.

Madam Speaker. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MAST).

Mr. MAST., Madam Speaker, I rise as
well to support the objection. and I rise
with the simple guestion: Can the
Chair honeslly tell Americans. with a
pending Supreme Court case over legal
ohservers not being allowed to observe
and inspect signatures, that the laws
and the Constitution of that State
were not viclated to change voting ont-
comes?

Madam Speaker, 1 will wait for a re-
sponse.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman {rom
Florida (Mr. MasT) has 25 seconds re-
maining.

Mr. MAST. Madam Speaker, I will re-
peal my question.

Can you honestly tell Americans.
with a pending Supreme Court case
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over legal observers not being able to
observe and inspect signatures. that
the laws and Constitution of Arizona
were not violated Lo change voiing out-
comes?

And I will waill for a response.

The SPEAKER. The time of the gan-
tleman has expired.
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Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker. I rise
in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Colorado is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. NEGUSEHE. Madam Speaker. loday
is an important day. In 1882, during the
depths of the Civil War, President Lin-
coln submitted his annual message Lo
Congress. to this bedy. and in it. he
wrote the following: *-Fellow citizens.
we cannol escape history, We. of this
Congress and this administration, will
he remembered in spiie of ocurselves.
. . . The fiery lrial through which we
pass will light us down. in honor or dis-
honor. to the latest generation. . . . We
shall nobly save. or meanly lose. the
last best hope of Earth.”

Madam Speaker. we gather today Lo
ensure the survival of our grand Amer-
ican experiment, the greatest democ-
racy this world has ever known. and
there are millions of people watching
today's proceedings. The eyes of the
world are on us now. my colleagues.
wondering if we will keep the faith,
wondering if cur ¢onsiitutional Repub-
lic will hold.

Will we adhere to our Constitution.
that solemn visiomary document that
has guided us so well for so long and
enabled the peaceful Lransfer of power
for the last 230 years?

Will we continue 1o be a countbry pre-
mised on Lhe consent of the governed. a
Congress bhat respects the will of the
people. and a Republic that will en-
dure?

Madam Speaker, those are the gues-
tions before us today. With respect to
my new colleague from Colorado, the
guestion is not whether Joe Biden was
elected the 46th President of the
United States. He clearly was. The peo-
ple of Arizona. like so much of the
country. spoke clearly and resound-
ingly. They voted in record numbers.
and over 81 million Americans selected
Joe Biden as the next President.

Now, today. we hear from some in
this Chamber—mnot all, bui some of my
colleagues on the other side of the
aisle—vagne claims of fraud.

No substance.

No evidence.

No facts.

No explanabion for why over 88
judges across this land have rejected
the very same claims.

Madam Speaker. the bottom line is
Lhis. As my colleague, Representative
RASKIN. so eloguently put il. the people
have spoken. and that is why. on De-
cember 14. the electoral college mel to
certifv the election of a duly elsecled
President. just as they have domne for
centuries during Lerrible world wars.
recessions. depressions. plagues. and
pandemics.
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They metl their duly, and they once
again rose Lo the occasion and certified
the election. And the guestion now is.
will we do ours?

Now. I Eknow {here are many
textualisls among us. many of my col-
leagues who would understand that the
Constitution must guide our work
today. And the Constitution is crystal
clear: Our duty today is a narrow one,

Article IL. Section 1, Clause 3 reads:
*The President of the Senale shall. in
the presence of the Senate and House
of Representatives. open all the certifi-
cates. and the votes shall then be
counted. The person having the greal-
est number of votes for President shall
be the President.™

That is it, perigd. Our job is not Lo
replace the judgment made by the
American people with our own. Yet.
that is precisely what so many of my
House and Senate Republican col-
Ieagues ask Lhis hody to do. to sub-
slitute their judgment for the ex-
pressed will of the American people.

In America. we don't do that. In the
United States. we accept the resulis of
free and fair elections.

Madam Speaker, we don’t ignore the
will of the voters and attempt to in-
stall a preferred candidate into power.
That doesn't happen here.

Madam Speaker. I will close with
this. Our duty. our task. is a very sim-
ple one: to honor the voice of the peo-
ple. to honor our Constitution, to
count the votes. to certify this elec-
tion. and begin to heal this great coun-
try of ours.

I pray each of us may find the cour-
age to do so.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker. I rise in support of the objec-
Lion.

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from
Louisiana is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madan:
Speaker. we Rhave a solemn responsi-
hility today. We must vote to sustain
objections to slates of electors sub-
mitted by States that we genuinely be-
lieve clearly violated the Constitution
in the Presidential election of 2020.

This is the threshold legal guestion
before us, and it is an issue before us
for the State of Arizona. We have to re-
peatl this for emphasis because a lot of
people seem to he confused.

Because judges and not the State leg-
islature changed the rules of the elec-
tion. Arizona clearly viclated the plain
language of Article 11. Section 1 of Lhe
Constitution in its selection of Presi-
dential electors.

The Framers of cwr Constitution rec-
ognized that elections were susceptible
to corruption. We all know Llhat. So.
how Qid they fix it? How did they pro-
vide for that? They created the elec-
toral college as a safeguard. and Lhey
expressly empowered Stale legislatures
to ensure the integrity of our unigue
election system.

Only the State legislatures. because
they are a full body of representatives
and not rogue officials. were given the
aulbority to dirvect the manner of ap-
vointing Presidential eleclors because
il was so important.
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The Supreme Court has acknowl-
edged this over and over. They pre-
vicusly affirmed in Article II. Seclion
1. Clause 2: “The appeintment of these
eleclors is thus placed absolutely and
wholly with the legisiatures of Lhe sev-
eral States.” That authority can never
e taken away or ahdicated.

The Arizona Legislature did enact de-
tajiled rules and procsdures Lhat the
Stale was supposed 1o follow to choose
its electors. But in the months pre-
ceding Lhe 2020 election. as we have
heard—and by the way. a thousand
pages of evidence have just been sub-
mitted on the facts on this—those well-
established rules and procedures were
deliberately changed.

They weren'i changed by the legisla~
ture. friends. They were changed by
judges. And those actions taken by the
judiciary were not limited to mere in-
lLerpretations of existing law. No. they
were substantive. wholesale changes Lo
those statules.

Madam Speaker, thal is a usurpation
of the authorily Lthal the legislature
had. Thal usurpalion was repeated
across the country this year. 1L is the
primary reason—it is one of the rea-
sons why the election of 2020 became
riddled with an unprecedenled number
of serious allegations of fraud and
irregularities all over the counlry.

National polls, it has heen said, indi-
cate that a huge percentage of Ameri-
cans now have serious doubts about not,
just the outcome of this Presidential
contest but also the future reliability
of our election system itself.

Since we are convinced thatl the elec~
tion laws in Arizona and some other
key Stales were changed in this ucon-
stitutional manney, we have a responsi-
bility today. The slates of electors pro-
duced under those modified laws are
thus unconstitutional. They are not
“regularly given' or “lawfully cer-
tified,” as required by the Elecioral
Count Act, and they are invalid on
their face. That is just Lhe conclusion
that you have to reach.

Madam Speaker. given these inescap-
able facts, we believe we have no
choice today but to vote to sustain ob-
jections to those slates of electors.

Mr. BASKIN and othars today bhave
cited the 12th Amendment. and they
cite Article II, Section 1. Clause 3—re-
member that, Clause 3, And they have
asserted that Congress has ouly one
narrow role today: we are just supposed
to count the slectoral voles that have
heen submitted. Bul those advocates
have overlooked a critical first prin-
ciple.

Their asseriion is only true so long
as Congress first is convinced that Lhe
elactoral voles were not produced by a
process Lhat violated the ConstiLution
is there. We have Lo get through Clause
2 of Article II. Section 1, before we get
to Clause 3 is the point.

Look. in our unigue system. Congress
is positionead as the last bulwark in a
Presidential eleclion 1to ensure the
Constitution has been followed. Indeed.
just two decades ago. the Supreme
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Court spoke to thiis. They plainly ac-
knowledged this important delibera-
tive role of Congress. It was the famous
Bush v. Gore litigaiion thatl everybody
remembers from 2000.

In a per curiam opinion—meaning all
nine Justices. that il was unanimous—
they noted strict adherence 1o the pro-
visions of the Electoral Count Act may
create “a ‘safe harbor” for a Stale inso-
far as congressional consideration of
its electoral vates is concerned.”

However., unanimously. the Court
said since Litle 3. section 5 contains a
pringiple of Federal law that would as-
sure finality of the Stale's delermina-
Lion if ihey followed all the proscrip-
tions there. if the will of the legisla-
ture is attempted to be changed by a
State court. that is a problem. That.
they said. Congress might deem to be a
change in the law.

Thatl is precisely why we are here
right now. Go read Bush v, Gore, and
vou will see this.

Chief Justice William Rehnguist and
Justices Scalia and Thomas joined in a
concurring opinion 8§ days later. and
they reiterated this point.

A significant departure from the leg-
islature’s scheme for appoiniing Presi-
dential electors presents a Federal
question. It is a big problem for us, and
it is one we cannot get around. That is
why we are here.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagnes today to look at the facts. to
follow the law, and to follow our con-
gressional oath. We are supposed o
support and defend the Constitution.
That is what we do here today. I urge
everyone to do the right thing.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
rise in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizons is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker.
this exercise in futility that Congress
is undertaking is at the behest of Re-
publican Members of Congress. The ef-
fort to overturn the Presidential elec-
tion and grant Donald Trump 4 more
vears is the motivabion behind it. And
to continne a baseless conspiracy-
fueled threat to our democracy makes
no sense because there is no viable con-
stitutional or legal path ito overturn
the elsction thal will make Vice Presi-
denl Biden and Senalor HARRIS Presi-
dent and Vice President of the United
States after January 20.

One certain outcome of this whole
process is the weakening of our democ-
racy and the threatening of our democ-
racy. Beginning with Arizona. Congress
is being asked to chase down a rabbit
hole baseless. discredited. and judi-
cially discarded fringe conspiracy theo-
ries.

Madam Speaker. for the record. let's
talk a litile bit about Arizona. Arizona
and Stale and local officials did an un-
helievable job Lo eansure that the 2020
elections ran smoothly. Mr. Hickman.
the Republican chairman of the Mari-
copa Countby board. the largest county
in Lhe State of Arizona. said: “*No mat-
ter how you voted. this election was
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administered wilth inlegrily. trans-
parency. and in accordance with State
laws.”

Arizonans showed up 1o the polls in
record numbers, More than 3.4 million
peopnle voted. with increases in svery
county. and 65 percent of all eligible
velters in Arizona voted in the 2020 elec-
tion. Arvizonans cast their ballols up
and down for Republicans and Demo-
crats. and 11 electoral voles weare
granted Lo Joe Biden and KAMALA HAR-
RIs based on their victory in Arizona.
That is (ke story.

Arizonans voted in hundreds of races
this year. In addition to the Presi-
dency. these races include nine mem-
bers of the Staie's congressional dele-
gation thal are with you—f{our of them.
my Republican colleagues. These Mem-
bers have already been seated in the
117th Congress. They do nol gusestion
Lhe accuracy of Arizona’s 2020 elections
to select Lhe congressional delegation,
vet: my four Republican colleagues
guestion the Presidenlial election.

Our colleagues may say they are only
asking gquestions and seeking to reas-
sure voters, but let us be clear: These
questions have been answered by the
voters and by Lhe courls. Rather than
accepting the answers and the resulls
of the election. they are fanning the
flames of unfounded suspicion and once
again creating a threat. a very real and
dangerous threat {o our democracy.

Again, our friends do not question
the outcomes of their own elections.
That is because they have no reason to.
just as they have no legitimate reason
to question the resulis of the Presi-
dential election in Arizona.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to reject this objection. Lo respect the
will of the voters in Lbhe State of Ari-
zona and throughoutl this country. and
to fundamentally add some preserva-
tion to our democracy from any future
damage, thal this effort that we are
undertaking in this House and in the
Senate today does nol further damage
our democracy.

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise
in support of my objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for § minutes.

Mr, GOSAR. Madam Speaker, 1 filed
my challenge on the slate of eleclors
from the State of Arizona that was ac-
tually put forward by Goverucr Ducey
of Arizona.

My ask to you, the Speaker, through
the Vice Presidenti, is simple. Do not
countl these electors until and unless
the secretary of state allows a forensic
audit of the election, a request she has
denied repeatedly.

We have been told over and over that
even though tLhis was a public election
using public money and public ma-
c¢hines utilizing public emplovees. the
public today has no ability to simply
double-check the veracity of these re-
sults.
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If the Presidential election was a
foothall game. we would get a slow-mo-
tion review from mulliple angles and a
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correction of a coniroversial decision.
Bul not so. we are told by our sec-
relary of state. for the Presidential
election, no review for you.

No access to the Dominion voting
machines with a documented history of
enahling fraud through its now discred-
ited adjudication system. a system
that literally allows one person to
change tens of lthousands of votes in
mere minutes.

In the only audit done in Arizona. a
court: found 3 percent error rate
against President Trump. Vice Presi-
dent. Biden's margin of srror was one-
tenth of that, at 0.03 percent. By the
way, a 3 percent error rate at minimum
is 80.000 ballois. After {inding Lhe 3 per-
cenb error rate. the court stopped the
audit and refused to go further.

In Arizona. as my attachments make
clear. mail-in ballots were altered on
the first day of counting as shown in
dala graphs we have provided. as con-
cluded by daita analysts, Over 200,000
mail-in ballots were altered. switched
from President Trump to Vice Presi-
dent Biden. or completely erased from
President Trump's totals.

The proof is in the counting curves,
the curves that cannot occur except
with odds so rare and unlikely that
winning the Mesga Millions lottery is
more probable.

Mr. Speaker. can I have order in the
Chamber?

RECEsSS

The SPEAKER pro Lempore (M1,
MCGOVERN). Without objection. pursu-
ant to clause 12(b) of rule 1. the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

There was no ohjection.

Accordingly (al 2 o'clock and 18 min-
utes p.m.). the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MCGOVERN) at 2 o'clock
and 29 minutes p.m.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) has
2% minutes remaining.

The gentleman may proceed.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker. as I was
saying, the probability of these ectopic
curves, you have a hetter likelihood of
winning the Mega Millions lottery than
vou o having statistical issues here.

Over 30.000 illegal aliens voted in Ari-
zona using the Federal ballot. yel our
secretary of state refused the public ac-
cess to review Lhe ballots.

Over a thousand residences were vis-
ited for proof of residency and address:
458 failed that test. They were vacant
lcts. Even the Recorder's office was
used as an address.

What are they hiding? If the process
was fair. these would be improbable.
These would be once-in-a-lifetime-type
applications.

S¢ let's look at the ballois. the sig-
natures. and the adjudicated records.
Until this is done. Mr., Speaker. we
should not count this slate.
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You have a letter from the Arizona
Legislature stating its inlent Lo review
the issue on January 11, Our Governor
has refused tc aliow the Stale Lo prop-
erly convene 1o do its proper oversicht.

Mr. Speaker. I ask you one guestion
today: Are vou a ceremonial figurehead
in your current role, or 4id the drafiers
of the 12th Amendment and Congress,
in the Elecloral Count Act of 1887, en-
vision a 1¢le where you made discre-
tionary decisions about ballot fraud
and fair elections?

If vou are merely ceremonial. then
Iel’s be done with this. Let’s eat our
tea and crumpets and witness our na-
tional decline.

Bul if you are not merely ceremonial
but vested with discernment, ration-
ality. and legal authority to not just
count from 1 Lo 270. then do not accept
Arizona's electors as certified. Remand
the slate back to the secretary of state.
back {o the Governor. with ihe {fol-
lowing instruetions: Until a full, com-
plete electoral forensic audil is allowed
by the secretary of state, the eleciors
currently certified will not be counted.

It will then fall on the State ol Ari-
zona Lo decide are its electors in the
game or uot. Anything less is an abdi-
cation of our constitutional Republic
and our ethos: one man. one vote.

We ask: Why? What is there to hide?
Shouldn't the lawful victor of an elec-
tion be proud. open. and transparent
about, an election audit? I would. In-
stead. we are met with denials. cover-
ups, and contempt of subpoenas,

There is tco much evidence of fraud,
demonstrated by statistical anomalies
thal experts have gdetermined cannot
happen in the absence of fraud. to ac-
cepl such a slate. I am not asking these
electors never be counted: it is just
that they need to be certified the prop-
er way.

Our heloved Constitution is but a
mere plece of paper if we do not follow
the law. upholding the law. But now.
alas. we {ind ourselves lawless, destroy-
ing the very thread that binds us i{o-
gether, But we need to get back to the
rule of lIaw. That is what has been vio-
lated. truly. by the actions in these
States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection. pursuant to clause 12(h) of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess subject to Liie call of the Chair.

There was 1o objection.

Accordingly {at 2 o'clock and 29 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

2102
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expirved. the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 9
o'clock and 2 minutes p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY TIE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ad-
dress the Chamber.

Today. a shameful assanlt was made
on our democracy. It cannotl. however.
deter us from our responsibility Lo
validatle the slection of Joe Biden and
KaMar.a HARRIS. For that reason. Con-
gress has returned Lo the Capitol.
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We always knew thal this responsi-
bility would take us inlo the night. and
we will stay as long as it takes. Qur
purpose will be accomplished. We must.
and we will. show to the country. and
indeed to the world. that we will not be
diverted from our duty. that we will re-
spect our responsibility to the Con-
stitution and Lo the American pecple.

On Sunday. it was my great honor to
he sworn in as Speaker and Lo preside
over 3 sacred ritual of renewal as we
zatheraed under the stone of Lhe Lemple
of démocracy to open the 117th Con-
oress. I said. as we were sworn in then.
we aceepl a responsibility as daunting
and demanding as any previous genera-
tion of leadership has ever faced.

We know that we are in difficult
Limes. but little could we have imag-
ined the assault that was made on our
democracy today.

To those who stoked deterrence from
our responsibility. you have failed. To
those who engaged in the gleeful dese-
cration of this., our temple of democ-
racy. American democracy. justice will
be done.

Today, January 6. is the Feast of the
Epiphany. On this day of revelation, let
us pray that this instigation to vio-
lence will provide an epiphany for our
country to heal.

In Lhat spirit of healing. 1 invoke the
song of Saint Francis. I usually do.
Saint Francis is the patron saint of my
city of San Francisco. and the “*Song of
Saint Francis™ is our anthem.

Lord, make me a channel of thy
peace.

Where Lhere is darkness, may I bring
light.

Where there is hatred. lel us hring
love.

Where there is despair. Jet us bring
hope.

We know that we would be part of
history in a positive way today. every
4 years when we demonsirate again the
peaceful transfer of power from one
President to the next, and despite the
shameful actions of today. we still will
do so. We will be part of a history that
shows Lhe world what America is made
of. that this assault. this assanlt is just
that. It shows the weakness of those
who have had to show through violence
whal their message was.

My colleagues. it i3 time {¢ move on.
I wear this pin quite frequently. Actu-
ally, I gave it to our beloved JomN
LEWIS just the weekend or so before he
left us. It is the flag of our country. a
flag of the United States of America.
On it. it says. **One country, one des-
tiny."”

“QOne couniry. one destiny'’ is writ-
ten on the flag. Thal was also whatl was
embroidered in Abrabham Lincoln's
coal that he had on that fateful night—
Lincoln's party. Lincoln's message:
One country. one destiny.

So on this holy day of Epiphany. let
us pray. I am a big believer in prayer.
Lel us pray that there will be peace on
Earlh and that it will begin with us.
Let us pray that God will conlinue to
bless America.
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With that. let us proceed with our re-
spongibilities to the Comstitution to
which we have just. within 72 howrs.
taken the oath to uphold.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise
in opposition ¢ Lthe objection,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Maryland is recognized for 8 minutes.

Myr. HOYER. Madam Speaker. it is a
sad day in America. It is a wrenching
day in America. It is a day in which
our words and our actions have had
conseguences of a very. very negalive
nature. We ought to watch our words
and think what it may mean to some.

My remarks were written before the
tragic. dangerous. and unacceptabile ac-
tions—and “‘unacceptable” is such a
tame word. My remarks started with,
“Madam Speaker, lhe American people
today are witnessing one of the great-
est challenges to our democracy in its
244-year history.™

Little did I know Lhal Lhis Capitol
would be attacked by the enemy with-
in. I was here on 911 when we were at-
tacked by the enemy without.

We need Lo all work togelher to tame
and reduce the anger and. yes. the hate
thal some stoke. Whal some—not all.
Madam Speaker, but some—in this
House and this Senale are doing Loday
will not change Lhe outcome of the
eleclion, which is the clear and insur-
mountable victory of President-elect
Biden and Vice-President-elect Harris.
Instead, all they will accomplish is to
farther the dangerous divisions.

This was written before this Capitol
was assaulted. before this democracy
was put aside by thousands. encour-
aged by the Commander in Chief.

Instead. all they will accomplish is Lo
farther lhe dangercus divisions, as [
said, among our people and energize
conspiracy theories stoked by our for-
eign adversaries, which seek Lo erode
America’s confidence in our democracy
and our system of free and fair elec-
tions.

I was here in 2000. I was strongly in
favor of Al Gore for President, and my
candidate gol more voles than the
other candidate, His name was George
Bush. of course. And one of the saddest
days was January 20th of 2001 when our
candidate. who won the election. in my
view, was not elected. Bul it was also
one of Lhe proudest moments of my ca-
reer Decause the greatest power on
Earth passed peacefully from Bill Clin-
ton io George W. Bush.

Not a shol was fired. Nobody as-
saulted this Cauvcus or this Congress or
Lhis Chamber. Because we were nol dis-
appointed? No. Because we were nol
angry? No. Because we believe in de-
moceracy. We helieve in “We the peo-
ple.””

One of the speakers. I Lhink it was
the Senator from Texas. expressed: We
are here for the people.

If those were the people. we are in a
lot of trouble.

Qur electoral system. our democratic
syslem. however. did not break under
Lthe strains of the misinformation. the
claims of fraud. which court after court
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afler court have dismissed oul of hand.
not because there was a little evidence,
bhut because there was no evidence.

That is why we are the longest-last-
ing constitutional democracy in the
world. I hope all of us in this body are
proud of that and understand why that
is the case. Because, as Dick Gephardt
said on this floor many years ago. de-
mocracy is a substituie for war to re-
solve differences. IL proved once more
the ever-healing strong heart that
gives life Lo our Republic and our free-
doms.

That strengih. Madam Speaker. is
derived in part from our institution
and our laws. but most importantly. it
is powersed by citizens’ and leaders’
commilment to our Constitution. Not
just us. We swear an oath, But it is all
of America.

Barack Obama spoke {rom thal
Chamber. and he said: I am going to he
taking another title next year—citizen,

And he was proud io take that. And
every citizen needs to protect. pre-
serve, and uplifl our democracy.

Some today did not do that., many
today.

Sixty-eight, years ago in Springfield.
Illinois, Governor Adlai Slevenson
gracefully conceded his loss 1o Ceneral
Dwight Eisephower. He said this: It is
traditionally American,” he told iis
deeply disappointed supporters. “'to
fight hard before an election.”

- 2115

Bui then he added. it is egually tradi-
tional to close ranks as soon as the
people have spoken—not the Congress,
not the electors. the people have spo-
ken.

That which unites us as American
citizens is far greater than thal which
divides us as political parties.

It was anocther man from Springfield,
fourscore and 8 years earlier. who won
reelection to the Presidency in the na-
tional corisis that tested our country
and its democratic institutions. who
pleaded even in his hour of vielory for
the same spirit of recomnciliation. That
was the party of Lincoln. That hasn’t
happened to this hour.

Lineeln said: *. . . now that the elec-
tion is over,” he asked. “*may not all,
having a common interest, reunite in a
common effort to save our common
country?”’

Such is the duty of an American who
stands for elections. or participates in
our politics, to be eilher humble in tri-
umph or gracious in defeat.

I have lost some elections—not too
many—and I have won a lot of elec-
tions, 1 hope that I have been gracious
in defeat and humble in victory. I hope
that I put my State and my country
first. not myself.

1t is clear tc all that the outgoing
President has not followed the path
thal Stevenson and Lincoln urged. So.
we, the people—each one of us rep-
resents about 750.000 to 800.000 people.
some a few less. The people. they have
spoken in the way that our Constitu-
tion sei for them Lo be heard by us and
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by the country—tihey voted. and they
voted pretty decisively.

We. the people, together. must turn
away from division and 1ts dangers.

The senior Member of our body. DOX
YoUXG from Alaska. spoke the other
day when we were sworn in and said:
Ladies and gentlemen of this House, we
are so divisive that it is going 10 de-
siroy our counlry. We need (o reach
oul and hold one another's hands.

We all have a title that we honor
more than any other—perhaps parent,
perhaps husband. Bul we are all Ameri-
cans, Not Americans-R: nol Americans-
D. We are Americans.

Let us hope tonight that we acl like
Americans. Not as Ds and Rs. but as
Americans. just as Al Gore. just as Hil-
lary Clinton. just as Adlai Sievenson.
just as Abraham Lincoln. who had won
that election. of course. But he had de-
feated people, and he said thal is not
the issue; Lhe issue Is to reunite.

We. the people. must again be the
strong heart of our American democ-
racy.

We. the people. on this day in Con-
gress. must be agents of unity and con-
structive action Lo face the grave
threats that confront us and tell those
who would assaull our Capitol; That is
not the American way.

We. the Members of Congress. who
swore an oath before God 1o preserve
and protect the Constitution of the
United States and ouwr democracy.
must do so now.

I don't usually read Senator McCON-
NELL's speeches. but I am nol speaking
as a Democrat. nor was he speaking as
a Republican just a few hours ago.

“We're debaling a step that has never
been 1laken in American history.
whelher Congress should overrule the
voters and overturn 2z Presidential
election.”

He went on {o say thal he supports a
strong State-led voting reform.

~The Constitution.” he said. “gives
us here in Congress a limited role. We
cannot simply declare ourselves & na-
tional board of elections on steroids.
The voters. the courls, and the States
have all spoken.”

Five people said the election of 2000
was over. We didn't agree with them.
But Al Gore said: We are a nation of
laws. Five people—yes. they ware mem-
bers of ihe Supreme Court. but they
were five people—said the election is
over. I sat on that podium and saw that
power transfer Lo George W. Bush.

McCONNELL went on to say: "If we
overrule them, it would damage our
Repuhlic forever.”

He said that, MCCONNELL, the Repub-
lican leader of the Senate, about 2
hours ago. 8 hours ago. now 4 hours.

He went on to say: —If this eleclion
were overturned by mere allegalions
from the losing side. our democracy
would enter a death spiral.™

He coneluded: It would be unfair
and wrong to disenfranchise American
volters and overrule the courts and the
Stales on this extracordinarily thin
bhasis. And I will not pretend such a
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vole would be a harmless protest ges-
turg . .7

How presviently he spoke. People
who think that the election has been
stolen with some fraud. why do they
think it? Because the Commander in
Chief said so. and they respect him and
they follow him. And words malier,

“Pele.” as he ended. I will not pre-
tend such a vote would be a harmless
prolest gesture while relying on others
to do Lhe right thing. I will vote Lo re-
spect the people's decision and defend
our syslem of govelmment as we know
it

I urge my colleagues 1o vote "noe’ on
this objection. as McCoXNELL said. a
danger Lo our democracy.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker. 1
rise for a point. of personal privilege to
address the House for 5 minutes.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
California is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam BSpeaker. I
rise Lo address what happened in this
Chiamher ioday and where do we go
from here.

The violence. destruclion. and chaos
we saw earlier was unacceptable. un-
democratic, and un-American. It was
the saddest day I have ever had serving
as a Member of this institution.

The Capitol was in chaos. Polive offi-
cers were abtacked. Guns were drawn
on this very floor. A woman tragically
lost her life.

No one wins when this building and
what it stands for are deslroyed. Amer-
ica. and this institution. is better than
that.

We saw the worst of America this
afternoon. Yet, in the midsl of violence
and fear. we also saw the besl of Anrer-
ica.

it starts with our law enforcement—
the Capitol Police. ihe National Guard.
the FBI, and the Secret Service—who
faced the most difficult challenges but
did their duty with confidence and
strength. Many of them are injured
right. now.

1t also extends to this Chamber,
where both Democrats and Republicans
showed courage, calm. and resolve.

I would like (o recognize the Mem-
bers now who heiped to hold the line:
MARKWAYNE MULLIN. TONY GONZALES.
JASON CROW. PAT FALLON, and TROY
NEHLS., Working with the Qapitol Po-
lice, they ensured the flgor of this
Chamber was never breached. These are
the herces among us. Thank you for
the show of courage.

Looking back on the past few hours.
it is clear this Congress will not be the
same after today, and I hope it will be
the better. I hope not just this institn-
tion. bul I hope every American pauses
for that moment and thinks among
themselves that we can disagree with
one another but not dislike each other:
we can respecl the voices of others.

There are many iimes we debate in
this body. and we should. There are
many times we can gel healed. I still
consider STEXY HOYER a very good
friend. There are times T gel upset, and
I will call him at home tc express the
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things I may not see fair or jusLk. hut
that is the way we should handle
things.

The majority leader is righi: We are
all Americans first.

But we should zlso think for a mo-
ment: Whal do we put on social media?
What do we convey to one another?
Just hecause you have a personal opin-
jon different than mine. you have a
right to say it. but nobody has a right
o becomse 3 moh, And we all should
stand united in condemning the mob
together.

We solve problems hefore our Nation.
not through deslruction. but through
debale, That is the heart of bhis democ-
racy. I know whal we debate today is
tough. hut it is just: it is right.

This isn't the first side of the aisle
thal has ever debated this issue. I
thought of what Madam Speaker said
hack in 2005, this is democracy atb its
hest.” when they lalked aboul a Presi-
dential election in Ohio.

These are the momenis thalt we
should raise the issue about integrity
and accountghility and aceuracy in our
elections. But you know what we
should do. the next difference? Not just
raise the issue. but work together to
solve the problems.

Now is the moment to show America
we can work best together. I will tell
you. the size of the majorily is slim, so
it gives us the opportunily to make
that happen. The only thing that can
hold us back is the will of one another
to do it.

This side of the aisle always believes
in working with anybody who wants to
move it forward. That does not mean
that we are going to agres 100 percent
of the time. That does not mean our
voice cannot be heard. That does not
mean we cannot be treated fairly: we
should be. That may mean on the size
of commitiees, that means on our gbil-
ity Lo offer an amendment., that means
on our ability to have our voice. But at
the end of the day. it helps us come {o
a belter conclusion.

By returning here to complete the
work we were sent to do. we are prov-
ing that our democracy cannol be dis-
rupted by criminal behavior., We will
not falter; we will not bend: and we
will not shrink from our duty.

Let, me he very clear: Mobs don't rule
America. Laws rule America. It was
true when our cities were burning this
summer. and it is true now.

When Americans go to bed tonight,
their lasting memory should not be a
Congress overrun by rioters. It must be
a resolute Congress conducting healthy
debate.

We may disagree on a 1ot in America.,
hut tonight we should show the world
that we will respectfuily. but thor-
oughly, carry out the most basic duties
of democracy.

We will continue with the task that
we have been sent here to do. We will
follow (he Constitution and the law
and ihe process for hearing valid con-
cerns aboul election integrity. We will
do it with respect.

Case 2:21-cv-00175-RJS-CMR Document 86 Filed 03/36/22 PagelD.1082 Page 44 of 100

HS7
2130

We will respecl your opinion. we will
respect what you say. and we are will-
ing to listen to it. I think the Nation
will be better for it on both sides of the
aisle. Let's show ithe couniry the mob
did not win. We have a joh Lo do. Let’s
do it with pride and let's be better
when the sun rises tomorrow,

M. STANTON. Madam Spesker. I
rise in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, over
the last few hours. we have seen Lhe
consequences of dangerous un-Amer-
ican rhetoric: an armed Insurrection
against the seat of government of the
most powerful country on Xarth: a
breach of this Capitol building to at-
tack Congress. something that has not
taken place since the British occupied
this building during the War of 1812; an
attempted coup spurred by rhetoric
coming from those who are looking oul
for themselves, not country.

It is stunning. Madam Speaker, that
there are some in this House who have
voiced support for whal happened. It
was not & protest. IL was breason. It
was sedition. And it should be pros-
ecuted as such.

At its root is a disease that has in-
fected our politics, one that will make
some political leaders do anything, in-
cluding lie and incite viclence to bhold
on to power. That is what we are seeing
before our very eves,

in contesting the oulcome of this
election, my Republican colleagues
make a contradictory argument that
puts party and power before country.
They argue the election results were
valid when it showed they won their
races. but the same ballots were some-
how fraudulent when il produced a re-
sult President Trump did not like.

Keep the results we like. they de-
mand. cancel the one we don't.

That is nol how democracy woOrKs.
and neither is armed Insarreciion.

Here is the truth: Arizona has a long
bipartisan record of conducting safe,
secure, and fair elections. And 1 say
{hal as someone whose party has more
often than nol heen on the losing end
of those elections. This last eleclion
was, once again, safe and secure. And I
commend our State and county elec-
tion officials, public servants on holh
sides of the aisle, for making Arizona
proud once again.

We are here becanse the case that Re-
publicans have brought before us has
failed in court over and over and over
again.

My colleagues say: Lel’s go back to
the State. let them decide.

My {riends., Arizona has spoken, They
have sent the corrsct electors.

Arizona's Republican attorney gen-
eral. one of the mosl partisan in the
country. said: "There is no evidence.
there are no facts that would lead any-
one to helieve the election results will
change.”

The Republican speaker of our Siate
house has lLold us he doesn’t like the



H88

resulls of the election. it they are the
right. results. Joe Biden has won Ari-
Zona.

The State supreme cvourt. made up
entirely of justices appointed hy Re-
publican Governors. has spoken. too.
The court said the Presideni’s chal-
lenge ~‘fails Lo presenl any evidence of
misconduct. illegal voles, or that the
Biden electors did nol in fact receive
the highest numbers of votes for of-
fice.”

Look to the words of one of the
President’s own campaign chairs in my
State. our Governor. Doug Ducey. Our
Governor loves the President. He has
been so loyal. He made sure Lhe Presi-
dent could hold large rallies in our
Slale in the middle of a pandemic. The
Governor personally atlended them.
They spoke so often that the Governor
gave the President a special “Hail to
the Chief" ring tone on his phone.

After election day. as the legal chal-
lenges played oul. the Governor kept
quiet: but when the iruth becaine
clear. evem he ackrnowledged *Joe
Biden did win Arizona.™

I am grateful that, in this Instance.
the Governor put law. not partisan pol-
itics. fizsl. And I urge my colleagues in
the House Lo fpllow his lead.

Each and every one of us in this
House. lhe people’s House. swore an
oath Lo preserve, protect, and defend
our Constitution against all enemies.
foreign and domestic. Over the last few
hours. we have gained a better under-
standing of what that means.

The future of the Constitution. the
most, precicus of the founding docu-
ments of the grealest democracy
human kind has ever known. is in our
hands. Defending democracy is not, and
should not be, a partisan task. It is a
sacred one. Right here, right now. we
must recognize that fidelity to Lhe
founding principles of our Nation are
not about loyalty L0 one man. but rath-
er to ensure thal government of Lhe
people. by the people. and for the peo-
ple shall not perish from the Earth.

The world is wabtching us all right
now. We must gzeb it right. Reject this
ill-conceived abtack on our democracy.

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I
rise to support the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms, STEFANIK. Madam Speaker. I
rise with a heavy heart. This has been
a truly tragic day for America. We all
join together in fully ccndemning the
dangerous violence and destruction
that oceurred teday in our Nation's
Capitol.

Americans will always have their
freedom of speech and the constito-
tional right Lo protest, but violence in
any form is absolutely unaceeptable. It
is anti-America. and must be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

Thank xou to the heroic United
Stales Capitol Police. And thank you
1o the bipartisan professional stail of
the United States Capilol for pro-
tecting Lhe people’s House and the
American people.
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This hallowed temple of democracy is
where generations of Americans have
peacefully come together to face our
Nation's greatest challenges, bridge
our deepest fissures. and create a more
perfect system of governmenl. This is
the appropriate place we stand to re-
spectfully and peacefully give voice to
the people we represent across our di-
verse counlay.

The Representatives of the American
people In this House are standing up
for three fundamental American be-
liefs: The right to vote is sacred. Lhat
a Representative has a duty to rep-
resent his or her constituents, and that
the rule of law is g hallmark of cur Na-
tion.

Axd in the spirit of healing—those
are not my words—Lhose are the words
of you, Madarm Speaker, from this very
Chamber. when some of my colleagues
and {riends across the aisle objected to
the 2005 electoral college certification.

In facl. there were objections on this
floor to the certification of nearly
every Republican President in my life-
time: In 1989, in 2001, in 2003. and in
2017,

So history is our guide that the pso-
pie’s sacred House is the appropriate
venue for a peaceful debate. And this
peaceful debate serves as a powerful
condemnation to the violence that per-
petrated our Capitol grounds today.
The violence thal was truly un-Amer-
jcan.

Today's discussion is aboul the Con-
stitution and it is about the American
people, hub it must also be gbout clear-
ly and resolutely condemning the vio-
lence that occurred loday.

I am honored each and svery day Lo
represent: New York’s 21st Congres-
sional District. and I believe it is my
sclemn and sacred duty to serve as
their voice and their vote in the peo-
ple’s House.

Tens of millions of Americans are
concerned that the 2020 election fea~
tured unconstitutional overreach by
unalscted State officials and judges iz-
noring State election Iaws. We can and
we should peacefully and respectiully
discuss these concerns.

In Pennsylvania. the Stale supreme
court and secretary of siale unilater-
ally and uncounstitutionally rewrote
election law eliminating signature
matching requirements.

In Georzia. there was constitutional
overreach when the secretary of state
unilaterally and unconstitutionally
gutied signature matching for absentee
ballots and. in essence, eliminated
voter verification required by State
election law.

In Wisconsin. officials issued illegal
rules to circumvent a State law. passed
by the legislature as the Constitution
reguires. but required absentee volers
Lo provide further identification hefore
obtaining a ballot.

In Michigan. signed affidavits docu-
ment. numerous unconstitutional irreg-
ularities: Officials physically blocking
the legal right of poll watchers to oh-
serve vote counts. the illegal counting
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of lale ballots, and hand-stamping bal-
Iots wilh the previous day™s dale.

My Neorth Country constiluents and
the American people cherish the Con-
stitution. They know. according tc the
Constitution. elected officials closest
to the people in State legislatures have
the power of the pen Lo write election
law. not unelected bureaucrats, judges.
Governors, or secretaries of stale.

To the tens of thousands of constitu-
ents who have reached oul to me.
thank you. Please know thal I am lis-
tening and I hear you. Doth those who
agree and those who disagree. Our Con-
stitutional Republic will endure this
tragic day because the Founding Fa-
thers underslood Congress and the
American people would face unprece-
dented and historic challenges by de-
bating them on this very floor.

I believe that the most precicus foun-
dation and the ¢ovenant of cur Repub-
lic is the right to vote. and the faith in
Lthe sanctity of our Nation's free and
fair elections. We musi work together
in this House to rebuild that faith so
that all our elections are free. falr. se-
cure. safe and. most importantly, that
they are according Lo the Tnited
States Constitution.

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker. 1 rise in
opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman is
recognized for 5 minules.

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker. Loday. the
people’s House was attacked, which is
an atiack on the Republic itsell. There
is no excuse for it. A women died. And
people need to go to jail. And the Presi-
dent should never have spun up certain
Americans (o believe something that
simply cannot be.

I applaud House leadership of hoth
parties for bringing us back to do our
job, which is to count the electors and
no more.

The problem we face. though, is even
bigger. We are deeply divided. We are
divided about even life, liberty. and Lhe
pursuit of happiness. The words which
used to bind us together now. at times,
tear us apart because we disagree
about whal they even mean.

My constituents at home in Texas
are genuinely upset. I say te my col-
leagues on the other side of the zisle.
we have a constant barrage of those
who wish Lo remake America into a so-
cialist weifare State. efforts to attack
our institulions. tear dewn statues,
erase our history, defund our polive.
We have seen the debasing of our lan-
guage., We teach our children that
America is evil. We destroy ounr sov-
ereigniy, empower cartels. We attack
our Second Amendmenl. We destroy
small businesses through lockdowns.
We divide ourselves by race. We can’t
sven agree that there is man and
woman. We extinguishk the unboin be-
fore they even have a chance to ses
daylight.

But at the heart of our path forward
lies the essence of our Republic. its
cornersione. That we are a union of
States bound together for common de-
fense and economic strength. and more
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50 bound together through federalism
in which we may live together peace-
fully as citizens in this vast land agree-
ing Lo disagree. frse to live according
to our own beliels aund according io Lhe
diclates of our comnscience.

Now. many of my colleagues were
poised Lhis afternoon to vote to insert
Congress into the constitulionally pre-
scribed decisionmaking of the Slates
by rejeclting the sole official eleciors
sent Lo us by each of Lhe Stales of Lhe
Unicn. I hope they will reconsider.

I can iell you that I was not going to.
and I will not be voting Lo reject the
electors. And thal vole may well sign
my pelitical death warrant. hut =0 he
it. I swore an oath 1o uphold Lhe Con-
stitulion of the United States, and I
will not bend its words into contor-
tions for personal political expediency.

Number one. rejecting the electors
gertified to Congress by soversign
States violates the 12th Amendment
and the entirety of the Constitution it
amends. notwithstanding claims that
vou must read certain sections first. It
is clear. il is black and white, we
count. I{ is ministerial. And our only
job is Lo count the electors before us.
We have only one slate of electors per
State sent to us under color of law, and
no more.

Number two. to the extenl you be-
lieve we do have constilutional author-
ity io reject. we are arguing using in-
complete and often mislsading data
points to prove il. I am not afforded
time 1o go point by point. but there are
more misieading claims than legiti-
male ones.
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Three. rejecting the electors ignores
the Founder's specific admonition that
Congress not choose the President. as
articulated in Federalist, No. 68.

Four, indeed, the Founders drafted
the inclusion of a phrase specifically
puiting Congress into the manner of
the election process then specifically
rejected it.

Five, if more than a (rivial bloc of
this body votes to reject a sovereign
State's electors, it will irrevocably em-
power Congress Lo take over the selec-
tion of Presidential electors. and doing
so will almosi. certainly guarantee fu-
ture Houses will vole to reject the elee-
tors of Texas or any of our States for
whatever reason,

Six. vobting to reject the electors is
not remolely consistent with our vote
on Sunday. a vote I forced to highlight
the very hy¥pocrisy: to accept the oul-
come of the election of ourselves
through elections conducted under the
same rules. by procedures put in place
by the same executive branch officials.
impacted by rulings from the same
judges. State and Federal. To do so is
entirely inexplicable on ils face.

Seven. the argument for rejection
moslk given by my volleagues is based
on the allegations of systemic election
abuse by executive or judicial branch
officials interfering with the -legisla-
tures thereof™ in Article I1.
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Many States made poor policy deci-
sions, Whether these poor policy deci-
siong viclate State laws iz a cvontested
matter and a matter for Lhe States Lo
resolve for themselves.

More. five of Lhe six legislatures are
controlled hy Republicans. Not one
body has sent separate electors. Not
one hody has sent us even a letter hy a
majority of its whole Bbody. The only
body. the Pennsylvania Senate. who
managed Lo come up with a2 majority of
Republicans to complain only did so
vesterday in an eleventh-hour face-say-
ing political statement. Nol one GOP
statewide official has formally called
on us to change. Not one law enforce-
menl organization. State or Federal,
has presented a case of malfeasance.

History will judge this moment.

Let us not turn the last firewall for
liberty we have remnaining on its head
in a fit of populist rage for political ex-
pediency when there is plenty of look-
ing inlc the mirror for Republicans to
do for destroying our election systems
with expansion of mail-in bhallots.

I may well get attacked for Lhis. but
I wiil not abandon my oath to Lhe Con-
stilution, And I will make clear that I
am standing up in defense of that Con-
stitution to protect our federalist order
and the electoral college. which em-
powers the very Stales we repressnt {o
stand athwart the long arm of this
Federal Governmenl by its very design.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker. I rise in support of the objec-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Alabamas is recognized for 5 minulies,

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, for years. Democrats and
their media allies deceived America
about Trump-Russian collusion and the
extent of foreign interference in Lhe
2016 elections. Yet. in 2020, Democrats
promoted massive foreign interference
in American elections by helping ille-
gal aliens and other noncitizens vote in
American elections, thereby canceling
the votes of and stealing elections from
Armerican citizens.

Want evidence? Exhibit A, In 1993,
Democrats rammed through Congress
the National Voter Regisiration Act.
making it illegal—illegal—to require
proof of citizenship thal prevents ille-
gal aliens and noncitizens from reg-
istering to vote.

Why did Democrats do thal? Simple.
To steal elections. of course.

Exhibit B. How bad is the noncitizen
voting problem? In 2005, Democral
Presideni Jimmy Carler's Commission
on Federal Klection Reform warned
that “noncilizens have regisiered (o
vote in several recent elections™ and
recommended thal “all States should
use their best efforts to obtain proof of
citizenship before registering voters.”

Exhibit C. A June 2005 General Ac-
countahility Office report discovered
that up Lo 8 percent of people on voter
regisiration lists are not U.S. c¢itizens.

Exhibit D. In 2008. Blectoral Studies
surveyed 339 noncitizens. Eight percent
admitted voting in American elections.
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As an aside. I have seen higher per-
cenlages in other studies,

Exhibit E. The 2010 Census counted 11
million illegal aliens in America.

Hxhibit P. A 2018 Yale study esli-
mated as many as 22 million illegal
aliens iom America.

Exhibit G. The math means between
880.000 and 1.72 million illegal aliens il-
legally voted in the 2020 elections.

HExhibit H. In 2014, 014 Dominion Uni-
versity and George Mason University
professors surveyed noncitizens and ii-
legal aliens and found they vote Demo-
cral roughly 80 perceut of the Lime.

Exhibit I, The math is again
straightiorward. The 80 percent Biden
advantaze times the illegal alien vol-
ing numher means Joe Biden gained
roughly 1.032,000 voles from illegal
alien voting. That is the high number.

Exhibit J. While no one knows for
sure how massive the illegal alien voi-
ing bloc is. we do know Joe Biden and
his campaign believed it large enough
and critical enough Lo winning the
Presidenlial race thal. at the October
22 Presidential debate. Joe Biden pub-
licly soliciled the illegal alien bloc
vote by promising: ~Within 100 days. I
am going to send to the United States
Congress a pathway to citizenship for
over 11 million undocumented people.”

Ladies and gentlemen, Madam
Speaker. thal is the pot of gold at ihe
end of the rainbow for illegal aliens.
Joe Biden knew exactly what he was
doing by seeking the illegal alien bloc
vole. After all. on May 11. 1988, then-
Senator Joe Biden voted for the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act, which
malkes it illegal bo require proof of ¢iti-
zenship {rom illegal aliens and other
noncitizens when they seek to register
to vote.

Madam Speaker. the evidence is com-
pelling and irrefutable. Noncitizens
overwhelmingly voted for Joe Biden in
exchange for the promised amnesty and
citizenship and in so doing helped steal
the election from Donald Trump. Re-
publican candidates. and American
citizens across America.

Madam Speaker. in my judgment. if
only lawful votes cast by eligible
American citizens are counted. Joe
Biden lost and President Trump won
the electoral college.

As such, it is my constitutional duty
to promote honest and accurate elec-
tions by rejecting electoral college
vote submissions from States whose
elecloral systems are so hadly flawed
as Lo render their vote submissions un-
reliable, unlrustworthy. and unworthy
of acceptance.

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker. as a
proud Republican. I rise in opposition
to the objection to the electorate.

The SPEAKER. The genileman from
New York is recognized {for 5 minutes.

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, 1 come
to this side of the aisle as a proud Re-
publican but. most importantly. as a
proud American.

Today. we saw an assault on our de-
mocracy. I love Lhis institution. I love
the United States Congress. and I lgve
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the United States of America. And
whal I saw today was mob rule Lhat
spat upon the blood of my falher thal
ia in the soil of Europe and in the soil
of Korea. and who gave us through that
blood this sacred Constitution and the
sacred ability io lead this world as a
power that says we seltle our dif-
ferences nol with mob rule: we setile
our difference through elections. And
when those elections are over. we have
a peaceful transition of power.

Now. make no mistake io my col-
leagues on the Democralic side of the
aisle. I will be passionate in my dis-
agreement with you. I will be pas-
sionate in my ideas for the future of
this country. and I will fight for my
Republican ideas that 1 hold near and
dear. But I will stand with yvou tonight
and send a message to the Nation and
all Americans that what we saw today
was not American, and what we see 1.0-
night in this body shall be what we do
in America. and that is Lo transfer
power in a peaceful way.

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Will Llhe gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. REED. I yield to the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Spealker.
I thank my friend for yislding and for
standing with me and with all of us.

ToM REED is my co-chair of the Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus. He is a Repub-
lican. and I am a Democrat. When it
comes Lo policy views, we often dis-
agree. But at the end of the day. we are
united as Americans. My good friend.
like me, always puts country first.

Today. a group of lawless Lbugs
sought to upend the Constitution and
the peaceful transition of power be-
cause they dida't like the outlcome of
the Presidential election. So. they
tried to nullify it using improvised ex-
plosives. shattering winfdows, breaking
down doors. injuring law enforcement.
and even tearing down the American
{lag that rises above this beacon of de-
MOCTACY.

Butb their attempt to obstruct democe-
racy Tfailed. Their insurrection was
foiled. The American people and the
grealest democracy Lhe world has ever
known won.

Abraham Lincoln. who served in this
very body. famously said: A bouse di-
vided against itself cannot stand.”
That is why. for the sake of this coun-
try. we must siand together. united,
and celebrate a peaceful bransition of
power,

In 14 days. President-slect Biden will
be sworn in. And despite all of our 4if-
ferences, I have failh thal. for the
American people. we will come to-
gether. Democrats and Republicans,
committed to unity., civility. and
truth, We will recognigze our higher
purpose Lo help America through these
dark days.

That is the only way we will heat
COVID, rehuild our economy. and stand
up to threats al home and abroad.

Working together as Democrals and
Republicans. I know our best days will
always be ahead of us.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker. I encour-
age my colleagues 1o always search
their conscience and Uheir sounls. I re-
spect my Republican colleagues and
my Democratic colleagues, but today.
iet us pause and remember what hap-
pened here today. Let us pause thal our
Lenure in this Congress will far surpass
the time thal we siay bere. And lel us
pause and caslk our voles today recog-
nizing that what we do here today will
set the course of this institution for
years Lo come.

This institution. Madam Speaker.
shall not fail because the United States
of America shall forever he the beacon
of hope. the inspiration to all.

May God bless our great conunlry.

My. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker. I rise
in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman {rom
New York is recognized for 5§ minutes.

My, ZELDIN. Madam Speaker. my
constitutional oath is sacred. and I
have a duty to speak out about con-
firmed evidence-filled issues with the
administration of the 2020 Presidential
election in  ecertain  hattleground
States.

Signature verification. hallot obser-
valion. voter roll integrity. voter ID
requirements. and ballot collection
protections were weakened on top of
the millions of mailhoxes thal were
flooded with unrequested mail-in bal-
lots.

Many of my constituents have heen
outraged and deinanding that I voice
their objections here today.

This debate I8 necessary because
rogue election officials. secretaries of
state. and courts circumvented State
election laws. They made wmassive
changes to how their State’s election
would he run. These acts. among obher
issues. were unlawful and unconstitu-
tional.

Congress has the duty to defend the
Constitution and any powers of State
legislatures that were nsurped.

Some claim today's objeciions set
new precedenl by challenging State
electors. That claim. of course, ignores
that Democrats -have objected every
time a Republican Presidential can-
didaie has won an election over the
past generalion. If you don't have any
observalbions ioday. that is your call
hutl don't lecture about precedent.

Over the past 4 years. Democrals
boycotted President Trump’s inangura-
tion and State of the Union Addresses.
prushed the Trump-Russia collusion
conspiracies and Iinvestigations and
knowingly lied about if, voted to im-
peach the President before even know-
ing what to impeach him for. and then
actually passed Articles of Imipeach-
ment hefore Senate Democrats voted to
remove him from office.

Today's debale is necessary. espe-
cially because of the insislence that
everything President Trump and his
supporiers say about lhe 2020 slsction
is evidence-free. Thatl is simplyv not
troe.

No one can honestly elaim it is evi-
dence-free. When I say that. in Arizona.
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courts unilaterally extended the legis-
latively set deadline Lo register to
vote.

C 2260

The Arvizona State Senale issued sub-
poenas posi-election Lo get information
from the Maricopa County hoard on
various election matters. but the hoard
and the courts refused to help al all to
let the State senate complete its con-
stitutional duties.

In Pennsylvania. where State legisla-
tors wrote us about their powers heing
usurped. the Democrat majority on the
State supreme court changed signa-
ture, signatuie matching and postal
marking reguirements. The date to
submit mail-in ballots was extended
conilradictory Lo the dabte sel by State
law.

The State legislature expanded no-
excuse mail-in balioting without a con-
stitutional amendment. Consititutions
apply Lo the acts of all Lranches of gov-
ernment.

The issue was magnified by the voter
rolls being s0 inaccurate that more
voters submilted ballots than there
were registered voters. Signature au-
thentication rules for abseniee and
mail-in ballots were weakened by the
Democral secretary of the Common-
wealth without authorization. Ballob
defects were allowed to be cured in
some counties but not others. There
were poll watchers denied the ability
to closely observe ballol counting oper-
ations.

In Georgia, the secrelary of stale
unilaterally entered into a settlement
agreemenl with the Democratic Party,
changing statutory requirements for
confirming voter identity. Challenging
defective signatures was made far more
difficult. and the setllement even re-
guired election officials to consider
issuing training materials drafted by
an expert retained by the Democratic
Party.

In Wisconsin. election officials as-
sisted voters on how to circumvent the
State's voter ID laws and signature
verification laws. while alsc placing
unmanned drop boxes in locations
picked to hoost Democrat turnout. The
Democracy in the Park event in Wis-
consin had over 17000 ballots trans-
ferred thal shouldn't have been.

These are all facts and certainly not
~evidence free.”

Americans deserve nothing less than
full faith and confidence in their elec-
tions and a guarantee that their vote—
their voice—counts and that their con-
cerns are being heard. That is why we
need to have this debhate today. wheth
er you like it or not.

This isn't aboutl us. This is about our
Constitution, our elections. This is
about our people and our Republic.

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker. I
rise in opposition to the objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker. I
amn the proud son of immigrants. Grow-
ing up, 1 heard stories aboul parties.



January 6, 2021

politicians. and Presidents invalidaling
elections when the people Look power
for themselves. That is why, when 1
joined the Marine Corps, lhe most sa-
cred part of my oath was Lo protect the
Constitution of the United States.

I never thought I would have Lo do
that on the floor of Congress, but here
we are. The people have spoken. and
the power of the people. the Constitu-
tion. will be preserved.

Madam Speaker. I left my youth. I
left my sanity. I left it all in Iraq for
this counlry because there is this one
precious idea that we all had. that we
all believed: that Lhis couniry was
going Lo protect everyone's individual
rights. that you were going to be able
to vote. that you were going 10 be able
io preserve democracy and pass it on as
a legacy. as an inheritance to every
American.

But today—today—there wag Lreason
in this House. Today, there were trai-
tors in this House.

So I am not asking my Republican
eolleagues Lo help me and stop this ob-
jection to Arizema: I am asking you to
get, off all these objections. It is time
for you to save your soul. It is time for
¥ou Lo save your country.

That man at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave-
nue will forgel you. He will use you
and he will dummp you to the side. bul
what will be Jeft will be the stain—ihe
stain—on democracy that you are en-
gaging in right now.

Listen to yourselves. I consider mosi
of you very smart. believe it or not,
but the idea Lhat we would rig an elec-
tion for the President but nol preserve
the congressional seats for all of our
friends thal we just lost in the Iast
election is absurd.

The idea that we would help Vice
President Biden win but woulda't make
sure that we got enough Senators in
the Senate for us to pass a full agenda
is absurd.

The idea that there was somehow ne-
farious horder registration in Arizona
that tipped the scale when. during that
same time of border registrabion, there
were more registered voters that were
Republicans than Democrats is absurd.

You ars better thap this. Many of
vou did serve, many of you have never
served, bul there is an opportunity and
a time for courage. I hope wou never
have to face fire or bullets or bembs for
your country. but right now-—right
now—this country is asking you to be
belter. Right now. this country is ask-
ing you to show courage.

That man wili leave. Your soul will
stay with you for the rest of your life.

You owe i{ Lo democracy. You owe it
{0 the hundreds and thousands of men
and women that have sacrificed their
life.

You know betier. You are better. Be
the good American. Be the American
vou want. Preserve this democracy: re-
ject this movement: and stop this ter-
rorism that is happening from the
White House.

The SPEAKER. Members are re-
minded Lo address their remarks to the
Chair.
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Mr. BISHOP of North Carplina.
Madam Speaker. I rise to speak In
favor of the objection.

The SPEAKHXR. The gentleman from
North Carolina is recognized for 5 min-
ules,

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker. it has been quite a
day. And in conlrast to the gentle-
man’s comments just now, I couldn't
zel over this text that I received from
the mayor of Chariotte. Vi Lyles.
about 30 minutes ago, She is a progres-
sive Democrat, & political opponent for
vears. a tremendous and graceful per-
son. She said:

Representative Bishop. I hope you are safe
and well. It must have been & day of anguish
for the world to see our Capitol buildings
under siege. I know you have a long night
alead and want you to know I was thinking
ahout you., your family, and stafl.

God hless.

Vi,

Back home. the generosily of spirit
still exists.

And I understand ihe sharp words
and feelings on the olher side tonight.
but there are also good people hack
home. and I have heard from many.
many. many of them,

News would suggest there are mil-
lions of Americans—that is a big num-
ber—mililions, tens of millions. who he-
lieve something went awry in this elec-
tion. And they aren't dumhb. They
aren't mindless. They don't believe
things simply because the President
says them. There were problems.

I know that Joe Biden will be Presi-
dent. but I don't know that it hurls or
would hurt any of us to have the gen-
erosity of spirit to continue to reflect
on what might be better or what might
seriously have gone wrong here. even if
you reject the nolion that the result
Was Wrong.

I would like to offer a slighily 4if-
ferent perspective, a distinct perspec-
Live. Perhaps it will be rejected. 1
think if T were sitting on the other side
of the aisle. it would be wery difficull
for me to listen to tonight. but you all
have heard it said. and it certainly is
true, lhat many execulive branch offi-
cials around the Nalion departed from
State legislatures' enacted laws.

I know it is less understcod how this
came 1o pass.

It was not a spoulaneous. inde-
pendent: decisionmaking. bubt it re-
sulted. I would argue. from a coordi-
nated, nationwide partisan plan. And
the facl and scope of the plan really
isn't disputed.

If you go Lo democracydocket.com. it
is the wehsite of Marc Elias. the na-
tional Democratic election lawyer who
appeared in hundreds of cases across
the country in the course of the elec-
tion year.

This plan was not a response to
COVID. by the way. It preexisted Lhal.
And his website shows that as well. He
explained that in January of 2020,

It was a chaos sirategy. a plan to
flood State and Federal courts with
hundreds of simulianeous election year
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lawsuils aimed at displacing State leg-
islative control.

Now, as I have seen it. only Lhe most
experienced and independent judges ap-
pear to have recognized what was
afoot. In the fourth circuit, dissenting
judges Wilkinson and Agee said this;
Let's understand Lhe strategy that is
heing deployed hers . . . Our counlry is
now plagned with a proliferation of
preelection Iitigation.” And as they
put it, 385 eleciion year cases Lo that
point on October 20. and they referred
Lo the website healthyelections.org to
verify that.

“Around the country.” they wrole.
courts are changing the rules of the
upcoming elections at the lash minute.
1t makes the promise of the Constitu-
tion’s Elections and BElectors Clauses
into a farce.”

This was a political operation
masquerading as a judicial one. And in
keeping with that. it featured gross
breaches of litigation ethics: forum
shopping. repetitive suils after losses.
and collusive settlements with cooper-
ating Democralic officials of State and
local governments.

That is what led Lo officials changing
the rules in State after Stale, mainly
through consent orders. or the prelimi-
nary. unreviewed decisions of State
and Federal trial judges inclined by
partisanship or having limiled experi-
ence with the Electoral Clause.

In turn. the displacement of rules set
by State lsgislatures led to chaotic
conditions on the ground, about which
S0 many Americans are angry and dis-
heartened.

I think we can do better. I Lhink that
strategy was unwise. and I think. par-
ticularly in light of what has happened
here today. we should,

Mr. OHALLERAN. Madam Speaker.
I rise tonight in opposition to the ob-
jection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman {rom
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. OHALLERAN. Madam Speaker,
as a nation, we have endured trying
times and overcome many challenges.
and now we face an unprecedented ef-
fort to ignore the will of the American
people and the people of Arizona. Given
the facts and the unprecedented events
of tonight. this effort must be finished,
and America can be united again. That
iz going to take leadership,

We are all leaders.

We arve elected Lo be leaders. And if
we are going o do that. we have to do
it from respect to others, the idea that
truth is important. thalt factual con-
teni is importanl. that we are going to
tell the American people what is going
on in this conntry and not what we
hope they hear from a 30-second sound
hite.

T used to be a homicide investigator.
My job was Lo follow the facts. develop
a case. make decisions and rec-
ommendations bhased on where Lhose
facts led me. Following the process
means that decisions cannol e made
on rumors and innuendos alone.

I am proud to say that Arizona has
used mail-in voting for over two dec-
ades. Both Republicans and Democrats
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have long been proud of how our Stale
has administered elections.

In 2020. over 65 percent of eligible Ar-
izonans voted. a record number. Our
Republican Governor. Republican al-
torney general. Demdccratic secrelary
of state. and our Stale’s eleclion ad-
ministrators and volunieers worked
with integrity to administer a fair
election.

We saw turnout increases in hoth Re-
publican and Democratic areas. and, in
fact., more Republicans registered in
this election than any other party. 1
am proud lhal many of our Tribal,
rural. and underserved communities
voted in record numbers, all during a
pandemic. In 2020, Arizonans made
their voices heard.

The fact is, multiple Federal and
State judges. agencies. and Siate elect-
el officials concluded the winmer was
Joe Biden.

In Arizona, this process was adminis-
tered and overseen by officials from
hoth parties. Election officials con-
ducted random. hand-counted andits of
many precincts that confirmed there
were no errors that would change the
result of the election.

The fact is that the Republican
chairman of Maricopa County. the
largest Republican county in the Stale.
the bhiggest population county. stabed:
~More than 2 million ballots were cast
in Maricopa County. and there is no
evidence of fraud or misconduct or
malfunetion.™

He concluded: "No matter how you
voted. this election was administered
with integrily. transparency. and in
accordance with State laws.™

The fact is. the President. his cam-
paign. and =several Republican-led
groups {iled eight election lawsuits. all
of which were dismissed. The Arizona
Supreme Court. a body where all jus-
tices have been appointed by Repub-
lican Governors. unanimously dis-
missed the case.

C 2215

The justices found that the party had
~failed to present any evidence of *mis-
conduct,” or ‘illegal votes let
alone establish any degree of fraud or &
significant error rate that would un-
dermine the certainty of the election
results.”

After these judicial rulings. the Gov-
ernor said: 1 trust our election sys-
tem. There's integrity in our election
system.”

The fact is, Joe Biden is the certified
winner of Arizona's 11 elecioral votes.
Arizona's elected and appointed offi-
cials from hoth parties followed the
facis and came to this conclusion. I
urge my colleagues to do the same.

To my colleagues across the aisle. I
know we may disagree on who we want
as President. hut what we personally
want is not what matters here. Rather.
the people’s influence, as reflected in
the certified electoral college results,
is what matters. Facls matter.

Undermining faith in our election
process by atlemptling Lo mislead the
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American public only serves Lo weaken
us and make us vulnerable to foreign
actors who do us harm. For the good of
our country. this must stop. Now is the
time to come together to preserve our
democracy and 1o proteci our national
security.

I know my copstituents are looking
to Congress to move pasl iLs divisions,
find common ground. and pass legisla-
tion to improve Lhe lives of struggling
families, We muslt stay focused on
fighting the pandemic. We must work
10 ensure all Americans can be vac-
cinated as soon a8 possible so we can
save American lives, safely reopen
schools, get people back to work. and
visit loved ones again. I urge my col-
leagues to follow this.

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman from
Florids is recognized for 5 minuies.

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker. one of
the firgt things we did when the House
convened today was to join together to
exiend our grace and our kindness and
our concern for a c¢olleague who has ex-
perienced just an insurmountable
amount of grief with his family, And I
want all of our fellow Americans
watching to know that we did that be-
cause we care ahout each other and we
don't want bad things te happen to
each other. and our heart hurts when
they do.

Now. I am sure there are plenty of
folks over there who don't like me too
much and there are few of them that I
don’t care for too much. But if anybody
had been hurt today. it would have
been even more of a catastrophe than
we already saw. and I think thal is an
importanl point for the countiry.

Another importanl point for the
couxnlry is that this morning, President
Trump explicitly called for demonsira-
tions and protesis t¢ be peaceful. He
was Tar more—you c¢an moean and
groan, but he was far more explicit
about his calls for peace than some of
the BLM and lefiwing riolers were this
summer when we saw viclence sweep
across this Nation. -

Now, we came here Loday 1o debate,
to follow regular order. to offer an oh-
jection. to follow a process that is ex-
pressly contemplated in our Constitu-
tion: and for doing that., we got called
a bunch of seditious traitors.

Now, not since 1985 has a Republican
President been sworn in absent some
Democrat effort to object fo the elec-
tors; but when we do it, it is the new
violation of all norms, And when those
things are said. people get angry.

Now. I know there are many coun-
tries where political viclence may be
necessary. but America is not one such
country.

Madam Speaker. it was wrong when
people vandalized and defaced your
home. Il was wreng when thugs wenl to
Senator HAWLEY's home. And I don't
know if the reports are true. bul The
Washington Times bhas just reported
some pretiy compelling evidence from
a facial recognition company showing
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that some of the people who breached
the Capitol today were not Trump sup-
porters. They were masquerading as
Tramp supporters. and. in facl, were
members of the violenl terrorisi group
antifa.

Now, we should seek to build Amer-
ica up. not Lear her down and destroy
her. And I am sure glad that. at least
for one day. I didn’t hear my Democrat
colleagues calling to defund the police.

Now. I appreciate all the talk of com-
ing together. hut let us nob pretend
that our colleagues on the left have
been free of some antidemocratic im-
pulses. Jusi because we signed on Lo
legal hriefs and asked courts Lo resolve
disputes, there were some on the left
who said that we should not even be
gealed in the body. that we ought to be
prosecuted. maybe even jailed. Those
arguments anger pecple.

Buib people do understand the con-
cepts of basic fairness. and no competi-
tion., contest., or election can be
deemed fair if the participants arve sub-
ject to different rules.

Baseball teams that cheal and steal
signs should be stripped of their cham-
pionships. Russian Olympians who
cheat and use steroids should be
stripped of their medsls., And States
that do not run clean elections should
he stripped of their eleclors.

This fraud was systemic: It was re-
pealed: il was ihe same system: and. 1
dare say, it was effective. We saw cir-
cumstances where, when Democrat
operatives couldn’t get the ountcomes
they wanted 1in State legislatures.
when they couldn't get ihe job done
there, they went and pressured and liti-
gated and usurped the Constitution
with extra-constitutional action of
some officials in some States. They
fraudulently laundersd ballots. votes,
voter registration forms, and then they
limited review.

In 20618, Democrats found out that
they couldn't beat Donald Trump at
the ballot box with voters who actually
show up, so they turned to impeach-
ment and the wilness box. And when
that failed, they ran to the mailbox,
where this election saw an unprece-
dented amount of voles that could not
be authenticated wilh true ID, with
true signature malch., and with true
confidence for the American psople.

Our Article III courts have failed by
not holding evidenitiary hearings 1o
weigh the evidence. We should not join
in that failure. We should vindicate Lhe
rights of States. We should vindicate
the subpoenas in Arizopa thal have
been issued Lo get a hold of these vot-
ing machines, and we should reject
these electors.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker. I
rise in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKHER. The gentlewoman
from Colorado is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms, DEGETTE. Madam Speaker. I am
very pleased to yield my time to the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. Gri-
JALYA)Y. the dean of the Arizona delega-
Lion.
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman from Colorado
for yielding time.

I will be very brief, Madam Speaker.
There is really nothing left to say. This
challenge brought by Members of this
House, Republican Members from this
House from Arizona and a Senalor
from Texas, the whole dJiscussion
today. this challenge to the 11 elecloral
voles that are designated for President
Biden and Vice President Harris. the
discussion today proves Lhere is no
merit to denying those electoral votes.
There is no legal standing. The courts
have proven that in Arizona time and
time again. There is no precedent.
There was no vonstitutional viclation.

But we are here today. Madam
Speaker. because of one man and those
who are desperate to please him.

So what do we have to show for this
process today? Fear. a lockdown, vio-
lence. and. regrettably and sadly.
death. arrests, present and real danger,
threats. an assault on our institulion,
this House. this Congress. and the very
democracy that we practice here.

And Lo what end? What did we ac-
complish?

The reality is that the challenges
will be defealed. Come dJanvary 20.
President Biden and Vice President
Harris will be the President and Vice
President. of Lhe United States.

So what have we accomplished? To
further divide this Nation? To continue
to fan the same rhetorie of division and
us versus them? To paralyze and dis-
mantle our democracy? Is that what we
attempted Lo accomplish today?

The mob that attacked this institu-
tion. I hold no Member specifically re-
sponsible for that madness that was
around us, but we do share 2 responsi-
bility, my friends. to end it It is past
time to accept realily. Lo reaffirm our
democracy and move on.

I would urge my colleagnes from Avi-
zona who filed this challenge (o with-
draw their challenge bto this. to Arizona
and to the electors that have besen cho-
sen ko give their 11 votes to the win-
ners in that election.

But if that doesn’t happen. then I
would urge my colleagues to reject this
challenge and defend all voters, defend
the voters of Arizona and that democ-
racy that we practice daily in the rep-
resentation of our constituents. That is
what is at stake today.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker. on
Sunday. every Member in this Chamber
took an oath to uphold the Constitu-
tion. and there is only one vole tonight
for those who took that oath, and Lhat
vote is to reject this challenge.

The SPEAKER. All time for dehate
has expired.

The question is. Shall the objection
to the Arizona electoral college vote
counl submitted hy the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. GOsAR) and the Sen-
ator from Texas (M. CRUZ) be agreed
Lo.

The guesltion was taken: and the
Speaker announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.
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Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker. on

that I demand Lhe yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant Lo seution
3is) of House Resolution 8, the yeas and

nays arve ordered.

The vole was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 121. nays

303. nol: vobing 7. as follows:

[Roll No. 10}
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Jobason (TXs Afonlenan Sewall
Jones Mooney Sherman
Jeyce 10H Mnore «UTs Sherzill
Eahels Moore W Simpson
Kaptur Marelle Sirves
Katko Aloulton Slotkm
Keating Mrran Smith (NJs
Kellpt Murphy (Fj amith (War
Kelly (11 Murphy (NC: Stosker
Khanna Nadier Soto
B}Idm‘ Napulitane Spanberger
%lmsz\‘ . i‘oal Spartz
Jm iNE Regtse i
K'}nd_ Newhouse :i:;‘m
Kinzinger Newman Srauber
Kirkpatrick Norcross Stofanik
Krishnamioortai  O'Halleran Stedl
Kuster Quasio-Qorten Stevons
Kustoff Omar bopiingd
- Htewart
LaHood Owens Stivers
Lamb Paillone R
Strickland
Langevin Panstta Suozi
Larsen 1WAy Pappas oy ]jw_n
Tarson :iCTy Pascrell Swale
Takano
Latta Puyne T .
s ‘aylor
Lawrence Pricgi The mpson (CAs
Lawsen (FLa Pence Thomps \-{%»
Lee 104) Perimutier sompson L .
Lt INV? Peters Thompson (#A1
Leger Fernandez  Phillips I 1Lu?
Levin QA Pingroe Tonko .
Lewin (AL Pocan Torres 143
Livu Porier Torves (NT+
Lofzven Pressley Trahan
Lowenthal Price 1KC) Trone
Luria Quialey 'I:umer
Lynch Raskin ‘E‘ﬁft‘moﬂd
Mace Reed on
Malinowski Rive (N3 Van Duyie
Maloney. Richmond Varegas
"RYY Rodgers iWa Vensey
Maloney. Sean  Ross Vela
Manning Roy Velazquez
Massie Roybal-Allard Wagner
Matsui Ruiz Waliz
McBarh Ruppersherger TWasserman
MeCaul Rush Schultz
MeClintuck Rran Walers
MeCollum Sanchez Watson Coloman
McEachin Sarbanes Welch
MeGurean Scanion Wenstrup
MeHenry schakowsky Westerman
MeKinley Sehiff Wrxton
MeNerney Schueider Wild
Meeks Bchradey Williams (G4
Meijer Schrier Wilson tFL3
Meng Behweikert Wittman
Meuser Scotr (VA Woraack
Miume Scotr. Anstin Yarmuth
Miller-Meeks Seott, David Young

NOT VOTING 7

YTEAS 121
Aderbolt Qaetz Mast
Allen Gareia 1A AleCarthy
Artington Gibbs McClatn
Babin Gimenez Mitler tILy
Baird Gohniart Miller WY
Banks Good (VA Moore (ALY
Bergmarp Gooden 1TX Muilin
Bice 10X Gosar Nehls
Bizgs Graves (M0 Norman
Rishop (N(h Green TN Nunes
Bue?em Grgs;w HFAY Obernolie
gosrL gn 1] itth Palaeo
Brooks Tes .
Budd Hagedorn gg;ﬁ_m
Burchett Harriz Plluge:
Pllugwy

Burgess Harsbbareer Posey
Calvert Hartzlex Reschenthaler
Cammack Iiern Riea (3C)
Carl Herred} B e 51
Carter (GAY Hice 1G4 ORELS ALl
Carter sTX1 Hizging (LAs Ro§ B1x 1KY
Cawthorn Hudson Rosz
Cline Tssa Rosendale
Cloud Jarksos Rouzer
Clyde Jacobs tNY) l:lutl?el'furd
Cole Johnson (LA Scalise
Crawford Johnson (OH) SESEIons
Davidson Jordan Smith 4O
Dealariaix Joyoe tPA sSmith {NE1
Diaz-Balait Kelly (M) steube
Donaltls Kelly (PAs Tiffany
Duncan LaMalfu Timmons
Daxn Lamborn Van Drew
Estes TaTarner Walbers
Fallon Lesko Walorski
Fischbach Loox Weber (TX)
Fitzrerald Loudermilk Webster:1Fl,;
PFleisciumann Lucas Willjams {TX:
Frankiin, © Luetkemeyer Wiison 13(

Seott Malliotakis Wright
Fuicher Mann Zeldin

NAYS 303

Adams Licilline Fortenberry
Agmilar Clark (M4, Foster
Allred Clarke iNYy Foxx
Amodei Cleaver Frankel, Lois
Armstrony Clybmn Fudge
Auchincloss Cohen Gallagher
Axne Comer Gallego
Bacan Connolly Garamendi
Balderson Cooper Garbarinoe
Barr Correa Garcia 1150
Batragan Casts, Garcie ITX)
Bass Courtpey Golden
Beatry Craiy GComez
Bentz Crenshaw CGonzales, Tonr
Bera Crist Gonzalez 10
Beyer Crow Gonzalez,
Bishop (GAs Cucllar Vicenis
Blumenauer Curtis Gottheimer
Biunt Rechester  Davids (K5 Graves LAy
Bunamici Davis, Danny K. Green. AI{TX}
Rourdeaux Davis. Rodney - Grijalva
Buwman Dean Grothman
Boxle, Brendan DeFazio Guthrie

£ DeGette Haaland
Brown Delaurs Harder 12y
Brownley DelBene Hayes
Buchanan Delgado Herrera Boutler
Buck Demings Higeins (NY
Bucshon DeSaulnier Hill
Bush Deureh Himes
Bustos Dinzell Hinson
Butrerfield Dogzgelt Hollingsworth
Carbajal Dorle. Mivhact Horsford
Cardenas F. Houlahan
Carson Emmer Hoyer
Cartwright FEscobar Huffman
Case Eshoo Huizenga
Casten Espaillat Jackson Lee
Castay (Fl. Fxans JacobsaCAs
Castto (T Foensira Jayapal
Chadal Forguson Jeffries
Cheney Fitzpairick Johnson «GA g
Chu Fleichs Johnson (8D

Bilirakis Hastings Thait
Brady Kim (Car
Granaer Steel
7 2308
Messrs. MOONEY. WITTMAN,

VICENTE QGONZALEZ of TTexas.
YOUNG, and GROTHMAN changed
their vote from “'yea’ to “nay.”

Messrs. JOHNSON of Chio,
RESCHENTHALER. and Mrs.
WALORBKI changed their vole from
~nay" to “yea.”

So the objection was not agreed Lo.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Mrs. KIM of Califomia, Madam Speaker, |
was unavoidably delained. Had 1 been
presenl, | would have voled “nay” on rolicall
No. 10.

The SPEAXER. The Clerk wiil now
notify the Senate of the aclion of the
House. informing that body thal the
House is now ready to proceed in joint
session with the further counting of
the electoral vote for the President and
the Vice President.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAXER

The SPEAKER. To remind hoth sides
of the aisle. during in the joint session.
there are 11 House Republicans. 11
House Democrats., 11 House Senate
Democrats, 11 Senale Republicans. 44
Members on the floor. Please view (he
proceedings from your offices. Thank
you.

This is not & suggestion. That is a di-
reciion. in the interest of good examyple
to the public of how sericus we take
the corcnavirus threat and the need for
social distancing.

Please, my colleagues. if you are not
participating in the next part of this,
please retwyn Lo your offices.

I wish to remind Members that we
have to reduce the number of Members
on the floor to the gallery to witness
the proceedings from there, in a rel-
ative number. So first come. first
serve.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd. one of its clerks. announced that
the Secretary of the Senate shall in-
form the House of Representatives that
the Senate is ready to proceed in joint
session with the further counting of
the electoral voles for President and
Vice President.

AL 11:85 p.am.. the Sergsant at Arms.
Paul D. Irving. announced the Vice
President and the Senate of the United
States.

The Senate entersd the Hall of the
House of Representatives, headed by
the Vice President and the Secretary of
the Senate, the Members and officers
of the House rising to receive them.

The Vice President took his seat as
the Presiding Officer of the joini con-
vention of the Lwo Houses, the Speaker
of the House occupying the chair on his
left. Senators Look seats to the right of
the rostrum as prescribed by law.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint
session of Congress to count the eleg-
toral vole will resume. The iLellers will
Lake their chairs.

The two Houses retired Lo consider
separately and decide upon the vote of
the State of Arizona. to which an ob-
jection has been filed.

The Secretary of the Senate will re-
port the aclion of the Senate.

The Secretary of the Senate read the
order of the Senate, as follows:

Ordered, That the Senate by a voite of 6
ves to 83 nays rejects the objection to the
electoral votes cast in the State of Arizona
for Joseph R. Biden. Jr., for Presidenl and
Kasmara D. Harus for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Clerk of
the House will reporl the action of the
House.

The Clerk of the House read the order
of the House. as follows:

Ovrdered, That the House of Representalives
rejects the objecticn to the electoral vote of
the State of Arizona.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant to
the law. chapter 1 of title 3. United
Stales Code. because the twe Houses
have not sustained the objection. the

original certificate submitted by the
State of Arizona will he counted as pro-
vided therein.

The tellers will now record and an-
nounce the vote of the State of Arkan-
sas for President and Vice President in
accordance with the action of the two
Houses.

This certificate from Arkansas, the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that
State. and purports to be a return from
Lhe State. and that has annexed to it a
certificate from an authority of that
State purporting Lo appoint or ascer-
Lain electors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. the certificale of the elec-
toral vole of the Stale of Arkansas
seems to be regular in form and aun-
thentic. and it appears therefrom that
Donald J. Trumyp of the State of Flor-
ida received 6 votes for President and
MicHAEL R. PexcE of the State of Indi-
ana received 6 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections 1o counting the certifi-
cale of vole of the State of Arkansas
that the teller has verified appears to
he regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from California.
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vote from that
State that purports to be a return from
the State and that has annexed to it a
gertificate from an authority of the
Stale purporting to appoint and ascer-
Lain electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr, President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of California seems to be regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden, Jr., of
the State of Delaware received 55 votes
for President and KaMarLa D. HaRRIS of
Lthe State of Califormia received 55
votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ave there
any ohjections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of California
that the ieller has verified appears 1.0
be regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Colorado.
the Parliamentarian hias advised me. is
Lhe only certificate of vote from that
State that purports to be a return {from
the State, and that has annexed to it a
certificate from an authority of the
State purporting to appoint and ascer-
tain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of Lthe
State of Colorado seems Lo be vegular
in form and autheniic. and ii appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden. Jr., of
the State of Delaware received 9 votes
for Presidenl and KaMALA D. HARRIS of
the Biate of California received 9 votes
for ¥ice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting Lhe vertifi-
cate of vote of ths Siale of Colorado
that the teller has verified appears lo
be regular in form and authentic?
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There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Con-
nectivat. the Parliamentarian has ad-
vised me, is the only certificate of vote
from that Siate that purports to be a
return from the State and that has an-
nexed to il a certificate from an au-
ithority of the State purporting to ap-
point or asceriain electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Connectlicul: seems
1o be regular in form and authentic,
and it appears lherefrom that Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., of the State of Delaware
received 7 votes for President and
KaMavra D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 7 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the Stale of Connecticut
that the teller has verified appears 1o
be regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

O 2345

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Delaware.
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vote from that
State that purports to be a return from
Lhe Stale and that has annexed to it a
certificate from an authority of the
State purporting to appoint and ascer-
tain eleclors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illincis. Mr.
President. the certificale of the elec-
toral vote of Lhe Stale of Delaware
seems Lo be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears lherelrom that
Joseph R. Biden, Jr.. of the Siate of
Delaware raceived 8 voies for President
and Kanmara D, HaRRIS of the Stale of
California received 3 wvoles for Vice
President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the cerlifi-
cate of vote of the Stale of Delaware
that the teller has verified appears Lo
be regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from the District
of Columbia. the Parliamentarian has
advised me. is the only certificate of
vote from ihe District that purporis to
be a return from the District and that
has annexed Lo it a certificate from an
autherity of the Dislrict purporting to
appoint and ascerlain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. Presidenl. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
District of Columbia seems to be reg-
ular in form and authentic. and it ap-
pears therefrom that Joseph R. Biden.
Jr., of the State of Delaware received 8
voles for President and KaMaLs D.
HARRIS of the State of California re-
ceived 8 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the District of Columbia
that the teller has verified appears Lo
be regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Florida. ithe
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Parliamentarian has advised me, is Lhe
only certificate of vote from that State
thal purpoits to be a return from the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of the elecloral vole of the
State of Fiorida seems 10 be regular in
form and aonthentic. and it appears
therefrom that Donald J, Trump of the
State of Florida received 29 votes for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 29 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjeciions to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the Slate of Florida
thal the teller has verified appears Lo
be regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Georgia. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote fom that State
that purports to be a return from the
State and thal has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Senator XLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Georgia seems to
be regular in form and authentic, and
it appears therefrom that Joseph R.
Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 16 votes Jor President and
Kaxava D, Harris of the State of Cali-
fornia received 16 voies for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. HICE) rise?

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. President.
myself, members of the Georgia delega-
Lion. and some 74 of my Republican col-
leagues and 1 object to the electoral
vote from the Slate of Georgia on the
grounds that the election counducted on
November 3 was faulty and fraudulent
due bo unilateral aclions by the sec-
retary of state Lo unlawfully change
the Stale's election process withont
approval from the General Assembly
and thereby setting the stage for an
unprecedented amount of fraud and
irregularities. I have signed the objec-
tion myself.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Sections 15
and 17 of title 8, United States Code.
require that any objection be presented
in writing and signed by a Member of
Lthe House of Representatives and a
Senator.

Is the objection in writing and signed
by a Member and & Senator?

Mr, HICE of Georgia. Mr. President.
prior to the actions and events of
today, we did, but following the events
of today. it appears that some Senators
have withdrawn their objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. In that case.
1he objection cannot be entertained.

This certificate from Hawaii. ihe
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that State
{hal purports to be a return from the
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State and thal has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an anthority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. the certificate of Lhe elec-
toral vote of the State of Hawali seems
to be regular in form and authentie,
and it appears thereirom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
recelved 4 votes for President and
KawmaLa D, HARRIS of the State of Cali-
Tornia recsived 4 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Hawaii that
the teller has verified appears to be
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Idaho. the
Parliamenlarian has advised me, is the
only cerlificate of vole from thal State
that purports to be a relurn from the
State and that has annexed to il & cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoinl and ascertain
electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President, the
certificate of the elecloral vole of the
State of Idaho seems to be regular in
form and authentic, and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of Lthe
State of Florida received 4 wvotes for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 4 wotes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of idaho that
Lthe teller has certified appears to be
regular in form and asuthentic?

There was n¢ objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Ilineis, the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that State
thal purports to be a return from the
Stabe and that has annexed 1o it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illineis. Mr.
President. the certificate of the elec-
toral vote of the State of Illinois seems
to be regular in form and authentic.
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 20 voles for President and
Kamara D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 20 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objeciions to counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the State of Illinois that
the teller has wverilied appears to be
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Indiana. the
Parliamentarian has advised me, is the
only certificale of voie from that State
that purporis to be a return from the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
Ltificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.
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Senator XKLOBUCHAR. Mr., Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral

vole of the State of Indiana seems to
be regular in form and authentic. and
it appears therefrom that Donald J.
Trump of the Stale of Florida received
11 yotes dor President and MICHAEL R.
PEXCE of the State of Indiana received
11 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any obhjections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Indliana
that the teller has verified appears to
he regular in form and anthentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Iowa. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from thal State
that purports to be a return {rom the
State and that has annexed 1o it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoini and ascertain
eleclors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral voie of the
Siale of Jowa seems Lo be regular in
form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 6 voles for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 8 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Iowa that
the teller has verified appears bo be
regular in form and authentic?

There was ns objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Kansas. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that State
that purporis to he a return from the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. Presidenti. ihe
certificate of the electoral vote of Lthe
State of Kansas seems 1o be regular in
form and authentic., and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 6 votes for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 6 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any oljections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Kansas that
the teller has wverified appears to be
regular in form and authentic?

There was ne objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. the Parlia-
mentarian has advised me. is the only
certificate of vote frrom that State that
purports 16 be a return from the State
and that has annexed to it a certificate
from an authority of the State pur-
porting to appoint and ascertain elec-
tors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Presideni. the
vertificate of the electoral vote of the
Commonweallih of Kentucky seems to
be regular in form and authentic. and
it appears therefrom that Donald J.
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Trump of the State of Florida received
8 votes for President and MICHAEL R.
PENCE of the State of Indiana received
8 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky thal the teller has verified
appears Lo be regular in form and au-
thentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Louisiana.
the Parliamentarian has advised me, is
the only certificate of vote from thatl
Stale that purports to he a return from
the Statle and thatl has annexed Lo it a
certificale from an authority of the
State purporting to appeoint and ascer-
Lain electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Louisiana seems Lo
be regular in form and autheniic. and
appears therefrom that Donald J.
Trump of the Stale of Florida received
8 voles for President and MICHAEL R.
PuNCE of the State of Indiana received
8 voles for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the vertifi-
cale of vote of the State of Louisiana
that lhe Leller has verified to be reg-
ular in form and anthentic?

There was no objsction.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate firom Maine. the
Parliamentarian has advised me, is Lhe
only certificate of vote from thatl State
that purports to be a return from the
State and that has annexed Lo it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. bthe certificate of the elec-
toral vote of the State of Maine seems
to be regular in form and authentic,
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr., of the State of Delaware
received 3 votes for President, and Don-
ald J. Trump of the State of Florida re-
ceived 1 vole for President and KAMALA
D. Hagrris of the State of California re-
ceived 8 votes for Vice Presidentl. and
MICEAEL R. PENCE of the State of Indi-
ana received 1 vote for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of voie of the State of Maine that
the Leller has verified appears io be
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Maryland,
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vote from that
State that purporis to be a return from
the State and that has annexed to it a
certificate from an authority of the
State purporting to appoint and ascer-
tain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vole of the
State of Maryland seems Lo he regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of
the State of Delaware received 10 votes

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

for President and KAamaLa D. HARRIS of
the State of California received 10
votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objeclions to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the Btate of Maryland
that the teller has verified appears to
be regulay in form and authentic?

There was 10 objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Massachu-
setbs, the Parliamentarian has advised
me. is the only certificate of vole from
that State thal purports to he a return
from the State and that has annexed to
il a certificale from an authoerity of
the State purporting to appoint and as-
cerlain electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of electoral vote of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
seems to be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom thatl
Joseph R. Biden, Jr.. of the State of
Delaware received 11 votes for Presi-
dent and KaMaLA D. HaRRIS of the
State of California received 11 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the cervifi-
cate of vote of the Commonwealth of
Massachusebts that the teller has
verified appears to be regular in form
and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearisg
none. this certificate from Michigan.
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vote from thatl
State that purports 1o be a return from
the Stalte and that has annexed to it a
certificate from an authority of the
Stale purporling to appoini and ascer-
tain electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent, the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Michigan seems to
be regular in form and authentic, and
it appears therefrom that Joseph R.
Biden. Jr., of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 16 wotes for Presidenl and
KaMar.a D. Harris of the State of Cali-
fornia received 18 voies for Vice Presi-
dent,

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
reasoa does the gentlewoman from
Georgia (Mrs. GREENE) rise?

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Presi-
dent. 1. along with 70 of my Republican
colleagues. object to the counting of
the electoral votes for the State of
Michigan on the grounds that the error
rate exceeds the FEC rate allowed at
0.0008 percent. and that the people who
signed affidavits al risk of perjury.
their voices have not been heard in a
court of law.

T 6000

The VICE PRESIDENT. Sections 15
and 17 of title 3 of the U.8. Cods. re-
guire that any objection be presented
in wiiting and signed by a Member of
the House of Representalives and a
Senator.

Is the objection in writing and signed
by a Member and a Senator?

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. The objec~
tion is in writing. not signed by a Sen-
ator.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. In that case.
the objeclion cannot be entertained.

Are there any further objeclions to
counting the certificate of the vote
from the State of Michigan thatl the
teller has verified appears to he regular
in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing no
farther objecticons. this certificale
from Minnesota. the Parliamentarian
has zdvised me. is the only certificale
of vote fromn that State that purports
to be a return from the State and that
has annexed bo it a certificate of an au-
thority of the Stale purporting to ap-
point or ascertain eleclors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Minnesota seems
to be regular in form and authentic.
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr., of the State of Delaware
received 10 wotes for President and
KamALA D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 10 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections to counting the ceriifi-
cate of the vote from Lhe State of Min-
nesota that the teller has verified ap-
pears to e regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Mississippi.
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from Lhat State
that purports to be a relurn from the
State and thal has annexed to it a cer-
Lificate of an autheority of the Stale
purporling to appeini or asceriain elec-
tors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. the certificate of the elec-
toral vote of the State of Misgissippi
seems to be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom that
Donald J. Trump of the State of Flor-
ifla received 8 votes for President and
MICHAEL R. PEXCE of the State of Indi-
ana received 8 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are tilhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of the vole from the State of Mis-
sissippi that the bteller has verified ap-
pears Lo be regular in form and aulhen-
tie?

There was no cbieciion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificale from Missouri.
the Parliamentarian has advised, is the
only certificate of vote from that State
that purports to be a return from ihe
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoini or ascertain elec-
tors.

Senalor BLUNT. Mr, President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of Missouri seems Lo be regular
in Torm and authentic, and il appears
{herefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 10 voltes for
President and MICHARL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 10 voles for
Vice President.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Are lhere
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of the vole from ihe State of Mis-
souri that the teller bhas verified ap-
pears 1o be regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was 1o ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Montana,
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificale of vote frrom that State
that purporls t¢ be a relurn {rom the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain slec-
tors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vole of the
State of Montana seems to be regular
in form and aulhenlic, and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump from
the State of Floride received 3 votes
for President and MICHAEL R. PENCE
from the State of Indiana received 3
votes for Vice President.

The VICHE PRESIDENT. Are there
any obiections 1o counting the certifi-
cate of the vote from the State of Mon-
tana that the ieller has verified ap-
pears Lo he regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Nebraska,
the Parliamentarian bas advised. is Lthe
only certificate of vote from that Stale
that purports to be a return from the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vole of the State of Nebraska seems to
be regular in form and authentic, and
it appears Lherefrom that Dopald J.
Trump of the State of Florida received
4 votes for President; and Joseph R.
Riden, Jr.. of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 1 vote for President; and Mi-
CHARL R, PEKCE of the Stale of Indiana
received 4 votes for Vice President; and
Kawvarna D, Harnis of the State of Cali-
fornia received 1 voie for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vole from the State of Nebraska
that the teller has verified is regular in
form and authentic?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Nevada, the
Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from the State
that purports to he a return {rom the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority from the State
purporting Lo appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Mr, RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. the certificale of the elec-
toral vole of the State of Nevada seems
to be regular in form and aulhentic.
and it appears therefrom thal Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 4 voles for President and
KaxaLA D. Harris of the State of Cali-
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fornia received 6 votes for Viece Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does lhe gentleman {rom Ala-
bama rise?

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Presi-
dent, I and 55 olher Members of the
United States House of Represeniatives
object to the electoral vote for the
State of Nevada in order to protect the
Iawful votes of Nevada and all other
American citizens.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Sections 15
and 17 of title 3 of the United States
Code. require that any objection be
presented in writing and signed by a
Member of the House of Represenia-
tives and a Senator.

Is the ohjection in writing and signed
Ty a Member and a Senalor?

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Presi-
dent, it is in writing. bui, unfortu-
nately. no United States Senator has
joined in this effort.

The VICE PRESIDENT. In that case.
Lhe objection cannot be entertained.

Are there any further objections Lo
counting the certificate of vote from
the State of Nevada that the teller has
verified appears to be regular in form
and authentic?

There was no ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT., This certifi-
cate from New Hampshire. the Parlia-
mentarian has advised me, is the only
certificate of electoral vote from that
State that purports to he a return Irom
the Stale and that has annexed to it a
certificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President, the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of New Hampshire seems to be
regular in form and authentic., and it
appears therefrom that Joseph R.
Biden, Jr.. of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 4 votes for President and
KaMALA D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 4 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
eate of vote of the State of New Hamp-
shire that the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was no ¢hjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. This ceriifi-
cate from New Jersey, the Parliamen-
tarian has advised, is the only cerlifi-
cale of vole from the State thati pur-
portis Lo be a relurn from the State and
that has annexed to it a certificate of
an authorily in the Stale purporting to
appoint or ascertain electors.

Ms, LOFGREN. Mr. President. Lhe
certificate of the electoral vote of Lhe
State of New Jersey sesms to be reg-
ular in form and authentic. and it ap-
pears therefrom that Joseph R. Biden.
Jr.. of the State of Delaware received
14 votes for President and Kamavna D.
HARRIS of Lhe State of Califormia re-
ceived 14 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of the vote from the State of New
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Jersey Lhat the teller has verified ap-
pears Lo he regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was 1o objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. This certifi-
cale from New Mexico, the Parliamen-
tarian has advised. is the only certifi-
cate of vote from the State that pur-
ports to be a return from the State and
that has annexed to it a certificate of
an authority of the State purporiing to
appeint or ascertain electors.

Senator ELOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent, the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of New Mexico seems
to be regular in form and authentic.
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the Stale of Delaware
received 5 votes for President and
KamMaLa D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 5 voles for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of the vote from the State of New
Mexico thal the teller has verified ap-
pearls to be regular in form and authen-
1ig?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from New York.
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vote Irom the
State that purporis to be a return {from
the State and has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority from the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President, the certificate of the elee-
toral vote of the State of New York
seems to be regular im form and au-
thentic, and il appears therefrom that
Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of
Delaware received 29 votes for Presi-
dent and KaMaLia D. HARRIS of the
State of California received 29 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Are there
any ohjections to counting the certifi-
cate of the vole from the State of New
York that the ieller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tie?

There was no cbjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
nene, this certificate from North Caro-
lina. the Parliamentarian has advised
me. is the only certilicate of vote from
that State that purperis Lo be a return
irom the State and that has annexed Lo
il a certificate from the State pur-
porting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

C 0010

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
Siate of North Carolina seems L0 be
regular in form and authentic. and it
appears therefrom thal Donald J.
Trump of the State of Florida received
15 votes for President and MICHAEL R.
PEKRCE of Lhe Stale of Indiana received
15 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to countling the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of North Caro-
lina that the teller has verified appears
16 be regular in form and aulthentic?
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There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from North Da-
kota. the Parliamentarian has advised
me. is the only cerlificate of vole from
that State. and purporls to be a return
from the State and ihat has annexed to
it a certificate of an authority of the
State purporting to appoint and ascer-
lain electors.

Ms. LOFGREXN. Mr. President. the
certificate of Lhe electoral vote of the
Stale of North Dakota seems to be reg-
alar in form and authentic. and it ap-
pears therefrom that Donald J. Trump
of the State of Florida received 3 votes
for President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of
Lthe State of Indiana received 3 votes
for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Llhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of ke Slale of North Da-
kota that the teller has verified as reg-
ular and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. the certificate from Ohio, the
Parliamentarian has advised., is the
only certificate of vote from thal
State. and purporis Lo he a return from
the State and that has annexed to it a
certificate of an authority of the State
purporiing to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Sepator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Ohio seems to he
regular in form and authentic. and it
appears therefrom that Donald J.
Trump of the State of Florida received
18 votes for Presidenl and MICHAEL R.
PENCE of the State of Indiana received
18 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of voie of the State of Ohio lhat
the teller has verified is regular in
form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Oklahoma.
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of wvote from that
State. and purports to be a return from
the Stale and that has annexed to it a
certificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. the certificate of the elee-
toral vote of the Siate of Oklahomsa
seams Lo be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom that
Donald J. Trump of the State of Flor-
ida received 7 votes for President and
MICHAEL R. PENCE of the State of Indi-
ana received 7 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the cerbifi-
cate of vote of the State of Oklahoma
that the teller has verified 10 be reg-
ular in form apd authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Oregon. the
Parliamentlarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vole from thal State
that purporis to be a relurn from the
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State and that has a certificale of au-
thorily from the Siale annexed Lo il to
appoint and asceriain eleclors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President, the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of Oregon seems Lo be regular in
form and autheniic. and it appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden. Jr., of
the State of Delaware received 7 votes
for Presideni and Kaxara D. HARRIS of
the Stale of California received 7 votes
for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Oregon that
the teller has verified as regular in
form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, the Par-
ligmentarian has advised. is the only
certificate of vote from that State that
purports to he a return from the State
and that has annexed Lo it a certificate
from an authority of the Stale pur-
porting to appoinl and ascertain elec-
tors.

Ms., LOFGREN. Mr. President. lhe
certificate of the electoral vole of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania seems
t0 be regular in form and authentic.
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 20 votes for President and
KaMara D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 20 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania rise?

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Presideni. sadly.
but resolutely. I object to the electoral
votes of my beloved Commmonwealth of
Pennsylvania on the grounds of mul-
tiple constitutional infractions that
they were not under all of the known
circumstances regularly given: and on
this ocecasion, I have & written objec-
tion signed by a Senatbor and 80 Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the objec~
tion in writing and sigwed by a Sen-
ator?

Mr. PERRY. Yes, Mr. Vice President.
it is.

The VICE PRERIDENT. An objecticn
presented in wriling and signed by both
a Representalive and a Sepator com-
plies with the law, chapter 1 of title 8.
United States Code.

The Clerk will report the ohjection.

The Clerk read the objection gs fol-
lows:

JANUARY 7. 2021,

We. a United States Senator and Members
ol the House of Representatives. object to
the caounting of the electoral votes of Lhe
State of Pennsylvania on the ground that
they were noi. undser all of the known cir-
cumstances, reguiarly given,

JosH HAWLEY.
{inited States Senator.
SCOTT PERRY.
Member uf Congress.
MEMBERS OF COXGRESS

Mo Brooks AL 5, Mike Kelly PA 16. John
Joyee PA-13. Fred Keller PA-12, Scott Perry
PA-10. Glean Thompson PA 15, Jim Jordan
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OH 4. Dan Meuser PA 9. Clay Higgins LA -3,
Tom Rice SC 7. Tvelte Herrell NM 2. Alex-
ander Mooney WV 2. Andy Biggs AZ-5. John
W. Rose TN 6. W, Greg Steube FLr 17. Madi-
son Cawthorn NC-11, Bill Posey FL.-8. Jeff
Duncan SC-3. Brian Babin TX 38. Louie Goh-
merl TX-1.

Brian J. Mast FL 18. Warren Davidson OH-
8. Andy Harris MD 1. Doug Lamborn CO 5.
Kati Camonack FL-3. Travey Mann KS 1. Bob
Good VA5, Adrian Smith NE-3. Billy Long
MO 7. Jack Bergman MI 1. Michael Cloud
TX-27., Byron Donalds FL-19. Rick Crawford
AR 1. Roger Williams TX 25, Bob Gibbs OH
7. Russ Falcher ID 1. Richard Hudson NC-8,
Ted Budd NC-13. Baryxy Moore AL 2, Lee
Zeldin NY-1,

Jake LaTurner K8 2. David Rouzer NC-7.
Jason Smilth MO-8. Lauren Boebert CO 3.
Paul &, Gosar AZ-4, Chuck Flsischmann TN
3. Tim Burchett TN 2. Chris Jacobs NY-27.
Bill Johnson OH 6. Andrew 5. Clyde GA-9,
Lance Gooden TX-35. Randy Feenstra 14 4.
Mary B. Miller I1.-15. Diana Harshbarger TN
1. Mark B, Green TN 7. Ron BEstes KS-4, Neal
Dunn FL 2. Ronny Jackson TX 13. Elise
Stefanik NY 21. Ralph Norman SC 5.

Joe Wilson SC-2. Vicky Hartzler MO 4.
Scott DesJazlais TN-4, Marjorie Taylor
Greene GA 14, Doug LaMalla CA-1. Jeil Van
Drew NJ-2. Ben Cline VA 6. Michael D. Roz-
ers AL:-8, Markwayne Mullin OK 2. Jell Dun-
c¢an 8C-3, Pat Fallon TX-4, Brad R. Wenstrup
OH 2. August Plluger TX 11, Rob Witiman
Y¥A-1. Scoll Franklin FL 15, David Kustoff
TN 8, Sam Graves MO-6. Malt Gaew FL 1.
Randy K. Weber TX 14,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
further objections to the cerlificale
from the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania?

There was 110 objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair
hears none.

The two Houses will withdraw from
joint session. BEach House will delib-
erate separately on the pending objec-
tion and report its decision back to the
joint session.

The Senate will now retire to its
Chamber.

The Senate retired to its Chamber.

O fo2e

The SPEAKER. Pursuant Lo Senate
Concurrent Resolution 1 and section 17
of title 8. United States Code. when the
two Houses withdraw from the joint
session to count the electoral vote for
separate consideration of objection, a
Representalive may speak Lo the objec-
tion for 5 minutes and not more than
once. Dehate shall not excesed 2 hours.
after which the Chair shall put the
question. Shall the objection be agreed
to?

The Clerk will report the cbjection
made In the joint session.

The Clerk read the objection as fol-
lows:

JANUARY 7. 2021,

We, a United States Senator and Members
of the House ol Representatives. object to
the counting of the electoral votes of the
Stale of Pennsylvania on ihe ground that
they were not, under all of the known cir-
cumsiances. regularly given.

JOsH HAWLEY.
Unifed Stetes Senalor.
SCOTT PERRY.
Member nf Congress.
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Mo Brooks AL-5. Mike Kelly PA- 156, John

Joyee PA 13, Fred Keller PA 12, Scvott Perry
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PA-10. Glenn Thompson Pa-15, Jim Jordan
OH-4. Dan Meuser PA-9. Clay Hizgins LA 3.
Tom Rice SC 7. Yvette Herrell NBM 2. Alex-
ander Mooney WV-2. Andy Biggs AZ 5. Johp
W. Rose TN-6. W. Greg Steube FL 17. Madi-
son Cawthorn NC-11. Bill Posey FL 8. Jeil
Dunean SC-3. Brian Bahin TX-36, Louie Goh-
nert TX 1,

Brian J. Mast FL-18. Warren Davidson OH
8. Andy Harris MD-1. Doug Lamhorn CO 3.
Kat Cammack FL-3. Tracey Mann KS-1, Boh
Good VA 3. Adrian Smith NE.3. Billy Long
MO-7. Jack Bergman MI-1. Michael Cloud
TX-27. Byron Donzlds FL-198. Rick Crawford
AR-1. Roger Willlams TX-25. Bol: Gibbs OH
7. Russ Fuleher ID-1. Richard Hudson NC-8,
Ted Budd NC-13. Bairy Moore AL-2. Lee
Zeldin NY 1,

Jake LaTurner KS-2, David Rouzer NC 7.
Jason . Smith MO-8. Lauren Boebert CO-3,
Paul A, Gosar AZ- 4. Chuck Fleischmann TN
3. Tim Burchett TN-2. Chris Jacobs NY-27.
Bill Johnson QH-6. Andrew 8. Clyde GA 9.
Lance Gooden TX-5, Randy Feenstra IA-4,
Mayy BE. Miller IL 15, Diana Harshharger TN
1, Mark E. Green TN-7. Ron Bstes XS-4. Neal
Dunn FL-2. Romny Jackson TX 13, Elise
Stefanik NY-21. Ralph Norman SC-3.

Joe Wilson SC 2. Vicky Hartzler MO-4.
Seotl DesJarlais TN 4. Marjorie Taylor
Greene GA-14, Doug LaMalfa CA-1, Jeff Van
Drew NJ-2. Ben Cline VA-6. Michael D. Rog-
ers AL-3, Markwayne Mullin OK-2. Pat
Fallon TX-4, Brad B, Wenstrup OH 2. August
Pliuger TX 11, Rob Witiman VA 1. Beott
Franklin PL 15. David Kustofl TN 8. Sam
Graves MO 8. Matl Gaetz FL 1. Randy K.
Weber TX 14.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will en-
deavor to alternate recognition he-
tween Members speaking in support of
the objection and Members speaking in
opposition to the objection.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) for 5
minuies,

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker. this is
a somber day for the defense of the
Constitution. You see, the Constitution
is just a piece of paper. It cannot de-
fend itself. That is why our leaders
sweal an oath to uphold and defend the
Constitution., and that is what I am
doing here this evening.

The Coanstitution states: “The times,
places. and manner of holding elections

. . shall be prescribed . . . by the leg-
islature™—not the courts. not the Gov-
ernor, not the secretary of state or
other bureaucrats or elected officials,
Lhe legislature.

In Pennsylvania. the supreme court
unilaterally extended the deadline for
hallots to 3 days afler the election.
They actually wanted 10. The suprems
courl, is not the legisiature. The su-
preme court mandated un-posimarked
ballots to be raceived. destroying Lhe
validity of all the voles that were casL
timely.

The supreme court action defied the
law, the legislature, and the will of the
people.

The supreme court authorized the
use of drop boxes. whers ballot har-
vesting could ovcur. The legislature
never authorized that form of voting.
and the court had absolutely no right
to do so,

Responding to the secretary of state.
Kathy Boockvar. the supreme court
ruled that mail-in ballols need not au-
theniicate signatures.
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Onee again, the court not only defied
the Constitution and lhe will of the
people. but by sc doing. they created a
separate class of volers. thersby wvio-
lating the Equal Proteclion Clause pre-
scribed in the Constitution.

How can we have Lwo legally sepa-
rate classes of voters? Yet. the court
made il so. not Lhe legislature.

The Constitution doesn’'t mention
Lhe court when determining the time.
place. and manner of elections hecause
they are not authorized to make those
decisions. Yet. they did it.

And the U.S. Supreme Couri has re-
fused to hear the case, denying the evi-
dence and denying Lhe demands for jus-
tice from Lhe people of Pennsylvania
and America.

These aren’t my opinions. These
aren't partisan viewpoints. These are
irrefutable facts.

Six days hefore the election. guid-
ance emailed from the secretary of
state required that the counties shall
0oL Pre-canvass or canvass any mail-in
or civilian absentee ballots received be-
iween 8 o'clock Tuesday and 5 o'clock
Friday and that they musl be kepl sep-
arately. That was 6 days hefore the
election.

Madam Speaker. 2 days hefore the
election, counties received new guid-
ance from the secretary of state, in-
forming counties that lhey shall can-
vass segregated absentee and mall-in
ballots as soon as possible upon re-
ceipt.

The secretary of state is not slecled
by the people. She is not a member of
the legislature, Yet. she. and she alone.
delermined the time and manper of
elections. That was unconstitutional.

In defiance of a U.S. Supreme Court
order that all ballots received after
election day be segregated. the sec-
relary of state knew. once they were
canvassed, that is opened and commin-
gled with all the other ballols. they
would be vounted with all the rest.

And what is the remedy for this deli~
ance. for this lawbreaking? So far, the
court has decided there is no remedy.
There is no penalty for this lawless-
ness, this dilution of lawfully cast
votes, this defiance of the Constitu-
tion--no remedy. When the State legis-
lature requested the Governor to con-
vene a special session Lo address the
unanswered guestions and try ic pro-
vide a remedy. he refused.

When votes are accepted under un-
constitutional means withoul fair and
equal protection for all. the only resull
can be an illegitimate outcome—ille-
gitimale.

The voters did nol create this mess.
but the will of the people is absolutely
being subverted by the deliberate and
willful actions of individuals defying
their oath. the law, and the Constitu-
tion.

In Pennsylvania, we use the Slale-
wide Uniform Registry of Electors. or
SURE. system as the basis of deter-
mining who can vote. Unfortunately, a
recent attempled audit by the Demo-
crat State auditor general concluded
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Lhal he was unable to establish with
any degree ©0f reasonable assurance
that the SURE system is secure and
thal Pennsylvania voler registration
records are complete and accurale.

That is what we are relying on. Thatl
right there. This is the very same sys-
tem used to certify the election in the
conltest for President of the United
States. This iIs the very same sysitem
that the Stalte used to certify the 2020
election. even though its figures do not
match more than half ¢of Pennsylva-
nia’s 67 counties.

To this day. right now. while we
stand here. how can this election be
certified using a system that after 2
months still displays thal over 205.000
more votes were casl in Pennsylvania
than people who voled in the November
election? Let me say that again: 205.006
more votes than voters.

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, I rise
in opposition to the objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Colorado is recognized for 5 minuies.

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker. Lo my
colleague from Pennsylvania, I will say
this: I carry the same Constitution
that vou do. And the Constitution. sir.
does notb allow you. me, or any Member
of {this body to substitute our judgment
for that of Lhe American people. It does
not allow us to disregard the will of the
American people. Because under this
Constitution. under cur Constitution.
Congress doesn’'t choose the President.
The American people do. And they
have ¢hosen in resounding numbers. as
every single Member of this body well
understands.

Madam Speaker. I have heen at a 1oss
to explain what happened today. hut
there is a statement that I found that
largely summarized my thoughts on
the matter.

“The scenes of mayhem unfolding al
the seat of our Nation's governmenlt”
are 3 “sickening and heartbreaking
sight. This is how election resulls are
disputed in a bamana republic, not our
demoocratic Republic. I am appalled by
the reckless behavior of some political
leaders since the election and by the
lack of respect shown today for cur in-
stitutions, cur traditions. and our law
enforcement. The violent assaull on
the Capitcl. and the disruption of a
constitutionally mandated meeting of
Congress. was undertaken by people
whose passions have been inflamed by
falsehoods and false hopes. Imsurrec-
tion could do grave damage to our Na-
tion and our reputation.

~In the United States of America. it
is the fundamental responsibility of
every patriotic citizen to suppori the
rule of law. To Lhose who are dis-
appointed in the results of the election:
Qur couniry is more imporiant than
the politics of the moment.”
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Those are not my words, Those are
the words of former Republican Presi-
dent George W, Bush.

To my colleagues. it is after mid-
night tonight. It has beesn a long day
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for cur country. a long day for our Re-
public.

Let us dispense with Lhis. Lel's do
the right thing. Let’s honor ocur oath.
Let's certify the results. and lel's get
back to the work of the American pec-
ple.

Madam Speaker. I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. LOF-
GREN).

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, our
duty Loday is significant bul straight-
forward, We miust ccunt the votes of
the electors as cast in the electoral
college and announce the results.

As discussed. our roles and respon-
sibilities are eslablished by the Con-
slitulion and Federal law. and they are
clear., The facts before us are also
clear. Pennsylvania submitted one
slate of electors. as chosen by the voi-
ers of the State. The slate was certified
according to Siate law. Now those law-
ful resulis must be counted and an-
nounced.

Despite disinformation and any num-
ber of false claims that you may have
heard. including here today. as former
Attorney General Barr said: “We have
not seen fraud on a scale that could
have effected a different outcome in
the election.”™

This iIs not simply a conclusory
statement. The results of the election
have been litigated. The record is
clear: The lawsuits challenging the
election resulis failed. They failed De-
cause therg is simply no evidence to
support these baseless claims.

Now. it is one thing 1o tweet a belief,
guite another to provide actual evi-
dence. These cases failed because there
is no evidence. Judges ruled in the law-
suits that the 2020 election was sound,

It should come as no surprise that
Republican officeholders have recog-
nized the eleclion resulis as legitimadie
and aceurately determined in an elec-
tion that was conducted safely. se-
curely. and with integrity.

We all take an oath bo support and
defend the Constiluiion. As we near
the end of the task hefore us. let’s re-
member the heginning of the Constitu-
tion. Before Article I1I and the 12th
Amendment. which spell out the elec-
toral college. and before Article I,
which creates Congress, the Constitu-
tion begins with the preamble. The pre-
amble is shori and bold: “We the peo-
ple.”

The people spoke in historic num-
bers. Their votes have heen counted.
Their choice is clear. 1L is time. as the
law requires. to annocunce the state of
the people's vote.

The violence and disorder inflicted
on our demcecracy by seditious rioters
today is an indication of why adher-
ence Lo our Constitution is so vital.

I urge all of us to stand up for law.
for democracy. for owr Constilution.
and to stand up for America and reject
this objection.

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker. I rise
to support the objection.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman from
Pennsvlvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.
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Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker. a day
that was intended 1o debate the impor-
tance of election integrity and the rule
of law tragically became a day that
will be a black mark in our Nalion's
history. Nevertheless. the work of this
House must go on. as America will go
on.

We musl 31l sincerely thank the Cap-
itol Pelice and Metroc Police for their
selfless aciions today. pubting their
safety and lives on the line Lo protect
this House. The lawlessness and vio-
lence of today must be condemned. just
as all violent protests must be con-
demned,

Nevertheless. the fact remains, a
large number of Pennsylvanians are
enormously frustrated with actions
taken by elecied and appointed offi-
cials in Pennsylvania, which have led
to a high level of distrust for this past
election.

We have the United States Constitu-
tion, which is Lhe reason we have heen
and will continue to be a great couniry
and a conntry of laws.

The U.8. Constituiion is unambig-
uous. Madam Speaker. in declaring
that State legislatures are the entity
wilh the authority to set election pro-
cedures and to enact any changes Lo
election law. Article 1. Section 4.
Clause 1 states: *The {imes. places. and
manner of holding elections . . . shall
bhe prescribed in each State by the leg-
islature thereof,”

The authority of election procedures
lies with the State legislature, period.

In Pennsylvania, this authority was
indispultably usurped by the Pennsyl-
vania Governor's office. by the Penn-
svlvania secrelary of state. and by the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

These unlawful actions include, but
are not limited to. accepting ballots
past 8 p.m. on election day; incon-
sigstent application of verified signa-
ture requirements for in-person ballots
versus mail-in ballots: authorizing the
curing of mail-in ballots with less than
24 hours’ notice, leading to incon-
sistent preparedness between countlies;
and authorizing the use of unsecured
drop boxes. which is nol permitied in
statute.

If such unlawful actions are to be ac-
cepted. what do we have to look for-
ward to next year? The Pennsylvania
secretary of state allowing online voi-
ing because it may be raining in Phila-
delphia? 1L was a free-for-all.

Madam Speaker. it was back in 2005
when then-Minority ILeader PELOSIL
while leading 31 Democratls as they ob-
jected to the Presidential elector cer-
tificalion. as they did in the last three
Presidential elections when a Repub-
lican won. stated quite well, actually:

The Members of Congress have
brought this challenge and are speak-
ing up for their aggrieved constituents.
many of whom have been disenfran-
chised in this process. This is their
only oppertunity tc have this debate
while the country is listening. and it is
appropriate Lo do so.

Thank you for those words. Madam
Speaker. They were appropriate then.
as they are now.
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If Lhere is an American ideal Lhat all
cilizens. regardless of party affiliation.
can agree upon. it is that we must have
election integrity. We should not cer-
tify these electors. which were derived
by unlawful actions and a result of in-
accurate vote tallies.

Madam Speaker. I yield the remain-
der of my time to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCR).

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of the objec-
tion.

Tornight, my heart is heavy as we
consider the dark acts that transpired
in this Chamber today. But, Madam
Speaker. the American pecople can be
assured that violent and irrational at-
tacks on this hody cannot derail the
constitulional responsibility thal lies
in front of us.

This has always been about uphold-
ing the law. It has always been about
protecting government of. by. and for
the people. Preserving the rule of law
is more important than ever.

We musl acknowledge that unconsti-
tutional acts unduly impacted the
Presidential election in Pennsylvania.
Contrary to law. the supreme courti ex-
tended the deadline for mail~in ballots
for 3 days bevond the election day.
Contrary Lo law. the secrstary of the
Commonwealth discarded mail-in bal-
lot signature verification safeguards.
These leaders took advantage of a
deadly pandemic and seized the State
legislature's rightful authority.

I took an oath to uphold the law and
defend the Constitution. I pledged Lo
protect free and fair elections. I can-
net. in good faith. certify electors that
were selected under an unlawful proc-
ess,

I will object to the electoral coliege
certification to protectk the will of
Pennsylvania voters. to uphold the
law. to restors trust in our electoral
system. and, ulbimately, to save our
Conslitution.

Al Gettyshurg. which is in my dis-
trict, President Abraham Lincoln
spoke about the greatl task of ensuring
governmenl by, of. and for the people
shall not perish from the Earth.

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker. I rise in opposi-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vapia. Madam Speaker. nearly 7 mil-
lion Pennsylvanians showed up 10 vote
in the 2020 elections. They casl lheir
votes for Democrats and Republicans
up and down the ballot. including the
entire U.S. House delegation, the en-
tire State house, half of the State sen-
ate. and other State and local races.

Since the election. there have been
allegalions of widespread election
fraud in Pennsylvania; but. remark-
ably. the 20 suils filed by the Trump
campaign. Pennsylvania Republicans,
and others challenging the resulls in
Pennsylvania have never claimed that
there was voter fraud.
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Perhaps that is hecause attorneys
could lose their licenses when they
make unsubstantiated ¢laims in court.
That is where the rubber really meets
the road.

So if these lawsuils didn’L ¢laim elec-
Lion fraud. what did they claim?

Most of the legal challenges to the
Presidential eleciion in Pennsylvania
queslion relatively small numbers of
ballots thal were allegedly tainted by
technical viclations. Even assuming
Lhat all of ithese ballots had been cast
for dJoe Biden. throwing them out
wouldn't have changed the result of the
election.

Now. one excepltion is the Iawsuit
filed by one of our colleagues from
Pennsylvania. Kelly v. Commonwealth.
which would have Lthrown oul all the
mail-in votes cast in the 2020 general
election on the grounds that Act 77, the
State law allowing those voles, was un-
constitulional. That suit would have
disenfranchised 2% million Pennsylva-
nians. Let’s lel that sink in, 2% million
Pennsylvanians would have had their
voles nullified.

Now, I want to provide my colleagues
with some background about the State
law at the heart of this challenge. In
2018. the Republican-conirolled State
legislature approved Act 77. a bipar-
Lisan bill to reform the State’s election
laws. which instituted no-excuse mail
balloting. Act 77 was supported almost
unanimously by Republicans in the
State House and Siate Senate. In fact.
it was unanimous in the Stale Senatie
and all bul iwe Republicans in the
State House.

Moreover. once this Aclt was passed.
Act 77 had a 120-day period where chal-
lenges could be filed against the Act if
people thoughi it was unconslitu-
tional. Well. 4 months went by, nobody
files a challenge. On June 3. Pennsyl-
vania had their primary under this new
system. Nobody challenged Lhe pri-
mary election. It was only challenged
in November, when Republicans didn't
gel the result they wanted at the top of
the ticket. Not surprisingly. this case
was dismissed hy the Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court and an appeal to the U.S.
Supreme Court was denied.

Another exception is Texas v. Penn-
sylvania. They asked the court to re-
ject the results of the Pennsylvania
Presideniial contest in Pennsylvania
and several other States.
disenfranchising tens of millions of the
voters. Seven Republican members of
the Pennsylvania U.S. House delega-
tion signed the U.S. House Republican
brief in support of Texas v, Pennsyl-
vania.

While I feel compelled to point out to
my colleagues that the same voters
who sent them to the 117tk Congress
cast their voles for the President by
marking the very same ballols, which
were read by the very same ballol scan-
ners and monifored by the very same
election workers., Yet our ocolleagues
who signed the brief only want to in-
validate the Presidential votes. This is
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llogical and inconsistent. colleagues.
and I am pleased to noie Lhat the Su-
preme Court rejected it as well.

The fact is. the election has received
unprecedented scrutiny in the courts. I
helieve it is frresponsible and undemo-
cratic to argue today lhat the T.S.
Congress ought {o reliligate Lhe 2020
Presidential slection and second-guess
the will of the voters in multiple
States. the decisions of numerous
State and Federal courts, including the
Supreme Court. and the counts and re-
counts conducied by State election of-
ficials.

There were 20 lawsuits filed in Penn-
sylvania challenging aspects of the
Presidential elsclion. In 19 of them you
gol laughed outl of court. The one case
yvou won affected roughly 100 voles. Joe
Biden and KAMALA HARRIS won by over
80.000.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker. I rise to support the
objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes,

Mr., THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker. I rise this evening
with d heavy heart. The violence that
oceurred today at the U.8. Capitol was
senseless. destructive. and counter to
our American values.

This past Sunday, each Member of
this hody look an ozth t¢ wupheld Lhe
United Siates Constitution. And while
the path of lsaslt resistance. particu-
larly following loday's events. would
he 10 remain silent, my oatlh Lo uphold
the Constitution does not permit me to
maintain silence.

While systemic voter fraud was not
something proven. we witnessed a sys-
temie failure in Lhe application of
Pennsylvania's voiling law when it
comes 10 the 2020 general election.

In late 2019. the Commonwealth re-
visited and modernized its glection law
with the bipartisan Act 77. Granled, in
late 2019, the Commonwealih’s legisla~
ture did pot have the foresight to an-
ticipate how COVID-18 would present
challenges to voting, Despile that. it ig
not up to the Governor, the secrelary
of the Commonwealth. nor Lhe Siate
supreme court {0 unilateraily create
law.

The election abuses o Pennsylvania
Act 77 taken by the Pennsylvania exec-
utive branch and upheld hy the Penn-
s¥lvania judicial branch were clearly
unconstitutional and had an obvious. if
not major. impact on the 2020 election.
particularly when it comes to the citi-
zens’ faith in the elecioral process.

Irregularities in Peunsylvania in-
cluded: Uneven applicalion of the law:
ballol curing: ignoring signature vali-
dation requirements: using unsecured
drop boxes: accepting ballots bevond
the deadlines: and interfering with cer-
tified poll watcher access. among oth-
ers.

These actions were laken by the
Commonwealth's Governor and sec-
retary of slale where the Pennsylvania
Supreme Courl circumvented the au-
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thority of the Siate legislature. Fur-
thermore, the chiel law officer of Lhe
Commonweallth sat idly while tLhis
process unfolded.

Now, T joined many of my colleagues
in Pennsylvania requesting the legisla-
tors in Harrisburg conduct an inves-
tigation and audit Lo ensure such neg-
ligence will he prevented in future elec-
tions.

T have serious concerns aboul how
these irregularities in the application
of the Commonwealth’s elecltion laws
will play in fulure elections. Only with
equal application of law will Lthe voters
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
have certainty in Lheir election proc-
esses.

Now, 1 remain commitied to ensuring
the volers receive an electoral system
they deserve and where egual applica-
tion of law is guaranteed. If our elec-
tion integrity is compromised. we have
failed the very volers who have sent us
here to defend the Constitulion.

Madam Speaker, I yield Lo the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS).

Mr. HARRIS. Madam Speaker. 1
thank the gentieman for yielding.

The oath I took iz very simple.
Madam Speaker. you administered it.
It is to support and defend the Con-
stitution.

Now. as you walk back Lo the office
buildings. you will walk by thati wall
that has when the various Stales ac-
cepled thal Constitubion. Remember,
when a State accepts the Constitution.
it agrees to accepl every part of Lhe
Consiibulion. It doesn’t get Lo pick and
choose.

Pennsylvania was there when il was
written. They were so enthusiaslic
about the Constitution, lhey approved
it in 1787.

My State, Maryland, is a litile fur-
ther down the wall. 1788. They were
there when it was written.

The claunse that gave the legislature
the power over the elections was there
when they accepied it. It has been
there since. How dare the judicial
branch or the executive Dranch of that
State usurp the legislative authority,
That is a c¢lear violation of the Con-
stitution.

Now, we heard there is no evidence.

Byidence?

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court
unilaterally exlended bhe deadline {o
receive absenlee and mail-in ballots.

Does anybody contest that over here?
Does it say the legislature did that?

No. it doesn't. It says the court did
it,

That is a violation. That is what the
Texas lawsuit was all about. We dis-
advantage other States when Stales
like Pennsylvania. the execulive
branch and judicial branch. cheal on
the Constitution: and that is what they
did here.

Butl there is move evidence. Bul wait.
there is more. The Democrat secretary
of the Commonwealth eroded integrity
by dismissing signature aunthentication
on a ballot.

Does anyone here believe the Penn-
svivania legislature would have agreed
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10 create a separale system for mail-in
hallots and in-person ballots? That if
¥ou mail it in. you don't need a signa-
ture? But if you vote in person. you do
and it has to be sguthenticated?

Of course noi. The legislature clearly
wouldn't have agreed Lo that. Bul that
didn't stop the usurpation of constitu-
lional authority.

Madam Chair, I vigorously support
this objection. and I include in the
REcorRD the objection to countiing the
electoral votes for the State of Arizona
additional signers.

OBJECTION T COUNTING TIIE ELECTORAL
VOTES FOR THE STATE OF ARIZONA
ADDITIONAL SIGNERS

Jefl Duncan SC-3
Matt Gaetz FL 1
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Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Peansyl-
vania. Madam Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for & min-
utes.

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyi-
vania. Madam Speaker, itonight. we
will not be picking the President, for
the people did that on November 3.
Rather. tonight, in this House, we will
decide whether American democracy
survives, Lel us be under no iHusion.
These are the stakes. If this objection
suceeeds and the will of 7 million Penn-
svlvania voters is cast aside. it will be
the end of our representative democ-
TACY.

Now, there iz no reasonable debate
about what happened in this election in
Pennsylvania. Seven million Pean-
sylvanians voted. Joe Biden won by
over 81.000 voles, This was cerlified in
67 counties by bipariisan local-elected
officials. including Republicans. And
every single court. whether the judge is
a Demwocral or a Republican. has re-
affirmed this outcome.

The objectors. however, claim we do
not know the will of the people because
the election in Pennsvlvania was some-
how conducted corruptly. Much of
their objection cenbers sground the
State law passed in 2018 known as Act
77 that gives volers the option of ex-
panded mail-in voling. Objectors are
alleging that this law was somehow a
brilliant plot by Democrats to dis-
advantage Republicans and rig elec-
{ions. This is langhable.

Here are the facls. Act 77 was a Re-
publican-led effort in a Republican-
controlied legislature. Literally. every
single Republican in Lhe Pennsylvania
Senate voted for it. And in the state-
house. the vote among Republicans was
105-2.

Here is whatl the Republican speaker
of the Pennsylvania House had to say
aboul Act 71: This bill does nol benefit
one party or the other or any one can-
didale or single election. It serves to
preserve Lhe integrity of every election
and lift the voice of every voler in the
Commonwealih.

So there is no guestion as to the
facts surrounding this election. They
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are as clear as lhey are overwhelhmning.
The only qusestion thal remains is this:
Will this House reaffirm our fidelily to
our democracy. or will we end it?

1 must concede, Madam Speaker. 1
have been naive about one subject. I al-
ways jusi assumed our democracy
would naturally endure. almost as if it
wag predestined. I never even gues-
ticned it until the last several years.

Two ceniuries ago. one of our Found-
ing Fathers cautioned against this no-
tion. John Adams wrote. “*Remember,
democracy never lasts long. It soon
washes, exhausts, and murders itself,
There was never a democracy yet that
did not commit suicide.”

1 now realize the wisdom of his
words, Never again will I take for
granted our demogcracy. It must be
jealously defended by every generation,
Always.

Bui., Madam Speaker. despite the
alarm. 1 feel that our demwocracy has
heen brought to this breaking point, as
we have seen today. Nonetheless, I still
mainlain hope.

Growing up in Philadelphia. raised in
an immigrant family. 1 was often
brought down to visit the historic
sights. Every summer. without fail. we
would spend a day seeing Independence
Hall, Congress Hall. the Liberty Bell.

It was at Independence Hall where
our Nation was declared free and our
Constitution born. At the Constitu-
tional Convention. the oldest and mosl
widely accomplished delegate was Ben-
jamin Franklin. one of our greatest
Founding Pathers and my city’'s great-
est citizen.

On the final day. as the last delegates
were signing the Constitution. Frank-
lin pointed to the painted Sun cn the
back of the Conveniion chair. Observ-
ing the painters had found it difficult
10 distinguish & rising Sun from a set-
ling Sun. Franklin went on to say:

I have often, during the course of Uhis ses-
sion, looked at that Sun without heing able
o tell whether il was rising or setting. But
now, at length. I have the happiness Lo know
it is a rising Sun.

Madam Speaker, on a day like Loday.
when a mob has stormed the Capitol.
and some Members are threatening the
core of our demeocracy, il ¢an be hard
to tell whether for American democ-
racy the Sun is rising or setting, But I
maintain my faith that tonight, by an
overwhelming bipartisan majority Iin
Congress., we will uphold the will of
“We the People.” and ocur democracy
will live,

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker. I rise (o supporl the objec-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from: Georgia is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. I would
like to point out that all the cases thatl
have bheen thrown oui have been
thrown out on standing. not ithe evi-
dence of voter fraud. I would also like
t.0 point cut the same people who. for 4
vears. have failed to {ind a shred of evi-~
dence tc convict President Trump of
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Russian collusion atre the samie people
irying to discredit hardworking Amer-
ican poll watchers who are risking per-
jury by signing affidavits confirming
massive voter Iraud in multiple States.

The same fake news who look the
word of Christine Blasey Ford against
Justice Kavanaugh, who her own
{riends denied happened. alsc dismissed
the sworn under penalty of perjury ac-
counts from people who witnessed the
election fraud.

The same fact-checkers whoe Lold you
that Dominion machines weren'i con-
nected to the internel and couldn't be
hacked are Lhe same pecple telling you
thal there has heen no voter fraud and
no violations of election law. But it has
been proven that these machines are
connected and that they can be hacked.

We have heard repeatedly argued
that objecting to these ballots is un-
constitutional and viplales the righls
of State legislatures. They would rath-
er us affirm fraud and pass the buck
back to Btates rather than following
the process Madison. Hamilton. Jeffer-
son. and the Framers of the Constitu-
tion designed.

When Siates fail to do their jobh., we
are the last line of defense. Congress is
here for Lhis exact situation. We are
here o be the fail-safe when States
refuse Lo protect the people’s votes.

By objecting ioday. we are telling
the thousands of wilnesses who signed
affidavits that we have their hack. and
we will not allow local officials who
violate their own election laws to steal
this election from those who lawlully
voted.

I ¥ield to the gentleman from Soulh
Carolina (Mz. NORMAN).

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, 1 rise
today to support the foundalion of our
democracy, the Constitution of the
United States of America. This docw-
ment is the fabric and the solid founda-
tion of a nation we call America, which
has been a beacon of hope and a shining
city on the hill for over 230 years.

The words of cur Constitntion. as
spelled out in Article 1I, Section 1, are
very c¢lear when il comes to our slec-
tions: mandating. nol suggesiing, not
implying. but mandating that State
legislatures, nol secrelaries of Siale.
not State commissions. nol county of-
ficials. noct Gowvernors. bul Slate legis-
lators prescribe the time, place. and
manner of holding elections.

This mandate was nol followed in the
great State of Pennsylvania. IT we
allow this fraud to go on—in a foothall
analogy. the moving of the goalpost
after the ball has been kicked and in
the air—the preview of coming attrac-
tions will be future elections that do
not adhere to honest and open voiing
by "We the People” and the loss of our
great Republic.

As a lady told me not long ago. don't
spit in my face and Lell me it is rain-
ing. This is exactly what has happened
Lo the American people in this elec-
tion. In the words of Winstlon Church-
ill. when Greal Britain was under siege
by Germany. he said: There will be 2
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time when doing vour hest is not good
enough. We must do whal is required.

And we must do what is required to
save this greatl Republic.

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker. I rise in
opposition.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, as terri-
fying as today was here in Lhe people’s
House, il was. thankfully. fairly short
in duration. In contrast. the pain and
fear that so many Americans are expe-
rlencing this year has been long and
continuous to this very moment.

Rather than pitting Americans
against Americans, as we are here. we
should e working to ensure rapid dis-
tribution of vaccines and adeguatle re-
lief to Americans who are struggling
economically Dbeécause of this horrific
pandemic. Bul we are not doing that.
Instead. we have witnessed a stunning
assaull on our democracy itself,

This challenge is not an act of palri-
otism. The position of the objectors is
completely incompatible with patrioi-
ism.

Our country is defined by her great
pecple, and our democracy is defined
above all else by our Consibitulion. a
Constitution that these individuals
want 10 ignore because they have de-
cided that their judgment, the judg-
ment of a small minority of partisan
elites. should somehow override that of
the more than 156 million Americans
who participated in this election. That.
my {riends. is not democracy.
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We should all remember this coun-
try’s founding was a rejection of mon-
archy. a rejection of the notion that
any one person could be all-powerful.
Our commitment to self-determination
is what gave rise to our Declaration of
Independence and our Constitution. It
is why our Founders made the choice
to huild a countiry anchored in respeci
for the rule of law rather than one tied
to the whims of men. It is why we have
free and lair elections that allow us to
vote out those who hold office.

I am proud to join the vast majority
of my colleagues in both Chambers. Re-
publicans and Democrabts alike, iIn
making it clear that our democracy is
bigger than any of us.

Let’s be clear: Joe Biden and KaMALA
HARRIS won a victory of 306 elecloral
votes in the electoral collegs, the same
margin that Presideni Trump won by
in 2016 when he called it a landslide.

Nearly 7 million of my fellow Pean-
sylvanians braved this devastating
pandemic and economic crisis to casl
their hallots. culminating in a total
turnocut of more than 70 percent. the
highest. in the history of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. And nation-
wide. we saw record-breaking turnout.

Both in Pennsylvania and nationally.
Lthe President’s efforts to overturn the
election resulls in the courts failed re-
soundingly. wilh maay of the strongest
rebukes coming from judges the Presi-
dent himself appointed.
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In facl. contrary Lo the assertion of
my colleague from Georgia across Lhe
aisle. not a single lawsuit in Pennsyl-
vania alleged fraud. The genllewoman
may notl be aware of this. but allega-
tions of fraud require specificity and
detail. and no lawyer could risk his or
Ler license to make such false c¢lainis.

1 am heartened that several of the
country's leading Republicans. inciud-
ing Senaie Republican Majority Leader
MCCONXELL., Senator MITT ROMXEY.
and former Republican Speaker of the
House Paul Ryan., have spoken out
against this political stunt.

Senator ROMNEY said: -The egregious
ploy to reject electors may enhance the
pelitical ambition of some. bul dan-
gerously threatens our democralic Re-
public.”

And as former Bepublican Represeni~
ative Charlie Dent from my district
said, the claim by the President of
voler fraud in our State *~was simply
reprehensible; the irulh ig Lthat he sup-
pressed his own vote by iscouraging
mail-in voting.”

And as Pennsylvania State Senator
Gene Yaw. also a Republican, has said:
~My guestion is, if the mail-in voting
of Acl 77 was so bad, why did The
Trump Qrganization send out 2 mail-in
ballot. application to every registered
Republican in the State?”

Today, 1 am thinking of all of the
people who took Lhe lime to do their
civie duly and vole, many standing in
long lines or painstakingly researching
how Lo voie by mail correctly.

We reject these disgraceful altacks
on the voters of Pennsylvania and this
atlempt Lo throw out Lheir votes.

To those in this Chamber who may
cynically believe thai sboking the
forces of disinformation and division
may be worth a shori~term bensfit to
their political careers, I would urge se-
rious self-refiection.

Our democracy is one of the most
precious resources of the American
people. protected against enormous
odds and at great sacrifice by each gen-
eration of servicemembers and every-
day citizens who put their lives on the
line o build a freer and more equitable
ngtion. They deserve belter than what
is happening in this Chamber today.

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam BSpeaker. [
rise today in support of the objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker. I
would like to start by making two
hasic points:

Number one. individual Stales who
administer elections must ensure that
they are conducted fairly, uniformly.
and in accordance with the law; and

Number {wo. every American wants
to he. and deserves to be, confident
that our elections are secure and that
all eligible legal voles are counied ac-
curalely and in a transparent manner.

And I will say this. In my district in
Lancaster and York Counties. I think
thal cecurred. I am very proud of my
county election officials. who upheld
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the Pennsylvania Constituticn and fol-
lowed the letler of the law: bul, unfor-
tunately. thal sentimenl is not shared
acroas the Commonwealth,

Today. my objection is not about
voter fraud: it is grounded on unconsti-
tutional measures taken by bureau-
crats and partisan justices in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania that have
unlawfully changed how Lhis election
wag carried out. This potentially
changed Lhe pulcome and certainly
caused millions of our States” voters to
question the election results. Other
speakers have outlined this issue.

In brief, the Pennsylvania State Leg-
islature. in 2019. passed a bipartisan
election law reform bhill. and then the
partisan Pennsylvania Supreme Court
took it upon themselves to rewrite
that law just 7 weeks before the elec-
tion. They unlawiully legislated from
the hench and made substantive
changes to the law, including allowing
for unsecured drop boxes and ordering
that baliots received afier the election
he counted, among other things.

The Pennsylvania Secretary of State
took it even further. Her unilaleral,
unconstitutional changes resuited in
counties treating ballots differently so
that some voters had the opportunity
to change mail-in ballots Lo correct de-
ficiencies. while in other counties.
their hallots simply were not counted.

As Members of Congress, we serve as
a voice for our constituents. This is the
one time I have a voice in this process.
and 1 cannot simply look away when
tens of thousands of my constituents
have real and legitimate concerns
about how this election was conducted
in Pennsylvania.

In fact. I think an inadeguate re-
sponse to those concerns by Pennsyl-
vania officials is one of the major prob-
lems. Simple measures like audils
should be routine and random angd sup-
ported by both parties, and I helieve
they are critical for restoring faith in
Pennsylvania's elections moving for-
ward.

The bottom line for my constituents
is that Pennsylvania's officials, at all
levels, failed to conducth a uniform and
legal election. and for that reason,
they inappropriately and unlawfully
certified the State’s electors.

Madam Speaker. I yield the bhalance
of my time to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr., KRLLER). my col-
league.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker. 1
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SMUCKER) for yielding.

Madam Speaker. the violence that
cccurred in the Capitol today was
shameiul. unacceptable. and un-Amer-
ican. We are a nation of laws. not law-
Iessness, and we will never give in to
the mob.

Thank you to Lhe men and women of
our Capitol Police and other law en-
Toreement agencies who heroivally de-
fended this building.

The criminal behavior we witnessed
today does not erase the facis heifore
us.
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I am objecting to the certificalion of
Pennsylvania's electoral voles hecause
Governor Tom Wolf. Secretary of State
Kathy Boockvar. and the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court viclaled the State leg-
islature’s clear constitutional author-
ity to set election proceedings.

Under the Pennsylvania Constitu-
lion. only the General Assembly has
the power to sel election law,

Additionally, Article 1I of the U.S.
Constitution explicitly grants State
legisiatures., not the Governor acting
alone and not the courls. the explicit
power to determine the manner of ap-
pointing Presidential electors.

Pennsylvania's courl unlawfully ex-
tended the deadline L0 receive absentee
and mail-in ballots. Governor Woll's
administration dismissed signalure au-
thentlication procedures for absentee
and mail-in ballots, allowed for the un-
even administration of the election
across counties. and unilaterally
changed Pennsylvania's election code
without the Stale legislature’s con-
sent.

The Constitution is clear and the
facts are indisputable.

This past weekend. each Member of
this body stood in this Chamber and
swore an oath Lo protect and defend
ocur Constitution. I intend to fulfill my
constitutional oath which the people of
Pennsylvania have enirusted in me. My
objection is grounded in the Constitu-
tion and rule of law.

If we allow lhe Governor Lo violate
the constitutional rights of the Gen-
eral Assembly. what is slopping him
from violating the constitutional
rights of the 12.8 million Pennsylva-
nians our State legislalors were elecled
t0 represent?

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker. I rise
in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
ukes.

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, I rep-
resenl the Third District of Pennsyl-
vania, which includes part of Philadel-
phia, the birthplace of America. It was
in Philadelphia thai the Constitution
of the United States was written and
signed. the very Coastitution that we
are all sworn Lo uphold as Members of
the House of Representatives,

We are elected Lo serve our constitu-
ents. and it is our job to represent
themn and Ltheir interests in Congress.

Yesterday. 1 spoke Lo the son of the
late Dick Thornbhurgh. who is a two-
time Republican Governor of Pennsyl-
vania and was Atlorney General under
President Ronald Reagan and Presi-
dent Bush. His son stressed 1o me that
his father would have wanted the rule
of law to prevail regardless of the polit-
ical ocutcome. because he cared more
aboul the safeguarding of dsmocracy
than partisanship.

In addition. Al Schmidt, who was a
Republican commissioner of elections.
said. when Philadelphia certified its re-
sults on November 23; ~I'm pround thatl
the birthplace of ocur Republic held the
most transparenl and secure eleclion
in the history of Philadelphia.™
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Instead of using this lime Lo dispule
the results of cur {air and lawful elec-
tion, we should be spending this time
making sure vaccines are quickly given
to essential workers and our most vul-
nerable communities. that people are
gebting housing.

We should look at rental assistance.
We should ensure that that is avail-
ahle.

Small businesses. the engines of our
economy. should be geiting needed
grants and loans.

That should he our focus.

Hospitals desperately need support
and help. We should be paying alten-
tion to the needs of hospitals.

We are in the middle of a pandemic
where hundreds of thousands of people
are dying. and we are in a recession
that is putting millions of Americans
at risk of hunger, homelessness, oOr
both. It is time we slart legislating for
the people.

One last person I want to mention is
our junior Senator. Senalor TOOMEY.
There are very few things that he and
I agree on. hul he has stated very
clearly t{hat Joe Biden has won this
elaclion. He has stood up on the Senate
floor and he has staled that.

8o it needs to be very clear that the
late Governor Thormburgh: Alberl
Schmidi. the commissioner: and our
current junior Senator all have one
thing in common: democracy first, par-
tisanship second. Lel's keep thal in
mind.

Ms, HERRELL. Madam Speaker. 1
rise in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes
the gentlewoman from New Mexico for
5 minutes.

Ms. HERRELL. Madam Speaker, Lhis
is nol how I imagined my first speech
in the House of Representalives or my
first week to be in Washington.

The violence ithat occurred in this
building yesterday is reprehensible and
inexcusable. I am appalled by anyone
who asgaults our Nation's law enforce-
ment officers.

I swore an oalh on Sunday to support
and defend the Constitution of the
United States. We are here Loday de-
layed. but not delerred. to debate a
constitutional question and follow a
consiitutional process.

The Constitution gives State legisla-
tors. not Stabe executives or judges.
the sole authority to determine how
their Stale selects Presidential elec-
tLors.

Nohody disputes that in Pennsyl-
vania. as well as in other States. rules
and regulations were changed by execu-
tive fiat or judicial edict.

These changes were significant and
irregular. They included changes to
vote-by-mail deadlines, idenlity verifi-
cation requirements. and olher ballol
handling practices.

In Pennsylvania specifically, the
Democral. Secretary of the Common-
wealth and the Democral-controlled
Pennsyivania Supreme Courl usurped
the constitutional authority of the
State legislature.
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Togelher., they exceeded their au-
thority by extending the deadiine {or
absentee ballots and hy waiving signa-
ture requirements for those ballots.

In their haste to make these changes.
the secretary and ihe court crealed
two different and unequal standards for
volers. Pennsyivanians who chose to
vole in person still had to have their
signatures verified af Lheir polling
place, bul those who chose to vole by
mail did not. How is this process fair?

This objection is aboul Pennsylvania.
hut it affects every Stale. As a2 State
Representalive of New Mexico., Peun-
sylvania’s unconstitutional actions dis-
enfranchised my constituents and the
constituents of mmy colleagues. It is my
duty Lo give my constituents a voice.
Signing these objections raises their
concerns to the fullest extent iny office
allows.

I. again. condemn in the strongest
terms the violence that toock place here
vesterday. We have many issues Lo
solve. including reforms to restore all
Americans’ faith in the fairmess of our
elections. I look forward to those seri-
ous ¢ivil and peaceful dehaies.

Madam Speaker, I yield the balance
of my time to lhe gentleman Irom
South Carolina (Mr. DUNCAN).

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, this
process we are going through today
isn’t aboul pevsonalities. This Isn'l
aboul Joe Biden or Donald Trump. As
hard as some try to paint il that way.
Iel, me say thal names and personal-
ities don’t matler. This is. gravely.
aboul the Constitulion of the United
States.

Almost 20 years ago. after the al-
tacks on %1i. Americans were per-
suaded to give up some of their con-
stitutional Iliberties. Using the jus-
tification of thatl global crisis. the ter-
rorist attacks on that fateful day.
America saw Lhe erosion of their lib-
erties for ihe safely and security many
felt they may receive through the USA
PATRIOT Act and other resulting
processes Looc many felt would keep us
safe from another attack here on our
shore.

This year. using the justification -of
the glocbal pandemic, COVID-19, we
once again saw our Nation's Constitu-
tion violated. You see. the Constitu-
tion is clear in Article II. Madam
Speaker. that the power and duty to
set the manner of national elections
rests solely with the Slatle legislatures.

That power dossn’L rest wilh us. That
power didn't rest in the hands of
unelected countly election officials, sec-
retaries of state. or a supreme courl
but. rather. in the hands of the Slate
legislatures. which pass laws setting
Lhe manner of elections held in their
States.

This wyear, using the extraordinary
circumstance of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. we witnessed these duly passed
laws circumvented and usurped lime
and again, nol by having the laws
changed In the respeclive State legisla-
tive bodies, bul those laws arbitrarily
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and unilaterally changed by cvounty
clerks: secrelaries of state: and. in this
case of Peunsylvania. an elected su-
preme court. which is supposed to in-
terpret the law. not make law.

When those nonlegislative enlities
change the laws without geiting the
general assembliss to change the law.
in my opinion. the resulting bhallots
cast. either by mail or in person, 1hose
hallots were illegal under the law.

1llegal hallots should not be counted.
Therefore. the resulting electoral votes
should be considered invalid.

Whal Dothers me is that so many of
you are okay wilth that. that so many
Americans. because their person won.
you are ckay with the manner in which
that victory was gained.

It is politics. Look, I get it. But we
didn’t swear an oath to play polilics.
We swore an oath to the United States
Constitulion. As George Washingtlon
said: The Constitution is the guide
which I will never ahandon.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker. 1
rise in opposition to the objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania is recoguized for 5
minutes.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker.
first. I do want to acknowledge the
devastaling events of the last 12 hours
and Lo express my deep appreciation
for those who have worked to secure
this building and safegnard our democ-
racy. On behalf of my colleagues. we
are all grateful for your service.

1 ran for this office on a platform of
civility and decency. and many of my
colleagues and constiluents know that
I am a bhird-generation veteran. and I
grew up in & military household.
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Madam Speaker. what you may not
know. though. is that I grew up in a di-
vided household. Throughout my child~
hood. one parent voted Democral and
the other Republican. In my purple
household. I learned that duty bo coun-
try was far more important than party
allegiance. With each election. my fa-
ther would say: **And when the election
is done. we salule smartly and we carry
on.””

Now I live in and I serve in a commu-
nity that has a lot in common with the
home that I grew up in. It. too. is a
purple place that honors civility and
decency. Pennsylvania’s Sixth District
is, in many ways. a microcosm of the
Commonwealth and of our Nation. Our
voler registration in Chester County is
40-40-20. R. D. and I. Volers across my
district commonly split their ticket.
some vobing for President-elect Biden
while also voting down the ballot for
Republicans for our Stale legislature,

What some of my colleagues are ar-
guing today is that those very hallois
are illezgilimate. My colleagues cannol
honestly believe that. In fact. just this
week they joined me on the House floor
to be sworn in to ihis hallowed bLody,
and they trusted that the voles cast in
their favor were legitimate. And they
are right. If those votes counted. then
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50 Loo must the votes for Presideirt-
elect. Biden.

We have also heard today concerns
aboul mail-in ballots. I am not a law-
ver. hul I am an engineer and. there-
fore. a student of numbers. It wasn'l
just Democrats who voted by mail 1t
was not a free-for-all. as it was de-
scribed earlier. Madam Speaker. 600.000
Republicans in Pennsylvania across the
State voted by mail. By gquestioning
the election vesults, you are telling
those Pennsyvlvanians that the hours
they spent in line to cast their ballot
or the trip they Look (o the post office
in Lhe middie of a pandemic just didn't
matter.

Alan Novak is a man who served as
the chair of the Republican Pariy in
Pennsylvania for nearly a decade. I will
say that again. The Chair of the Repub-
lican Pariy of Pennsylvania for a dec-
ade is one of those voters I am talking
aboul in Pennsylvania. He lives in my
district., and he split his ticket. He
voted for me as his Member of Congreass
and also for President Trump. And he
eloquently said:

What makes America great. exceptional.
and endwring Is our comumitment to our gov-
ernment of laws. our orderly constitutional
provess that setiles our eleclion disputes.
and our peacefui iransfer of power wilh re-
spect and civility, It is easy when it is pretty
and the outcome is not controversial. But
when iL is poi pretiy and there is con-
troversy, then it is even more important
that we respect. honor. and abide by our re-
vered and tested process for the orderly
transfer of power. Perhaps that may be all
that we can agree on. and il is the need [or
grace, respect. and civility,

So 1 ask my colleagues across the
aisle; Are you willing to disenfranchise
people like Mr. Novak and the more
than 400.000 people in Pennsylvania's
Sixth District?

Perhaps some of the independent. and
pragmatbic spirit that is so prevalent
among voiers in my community comes
from the history of the place Lhat we
call home. Many Americans have vis-
ited Philadelphia and our historic
sites, but very few make it out to my
community, which is the home of Val-
ley Forge. Here, General George Wash-
ington led the Continental Army to
winter guarters. The war had not been
going well for our young soldiers. and
that winter was harder still. It was bit-
terly cold. and food shortages and
smallpox were abundant. Many people
died.

We remember what happened Lhere
because il was a test of our endurance.
a demonsiration of devotion 1o mission
and to our couniry over ourselves.
Coming oul of that awful winter expe-
rience. our lroops emerged better
trained, united. and ultimately vie-
torious. In those harsh. dark times.
they found their common ground and
their fortitude.

Just like then, il is in these tyrying
monients when we learn who our lead-
ers truly are. They are the ones who
don't just represent the people or give
orders or ready us for a fight. They are
those who eduacate and who speak
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truth. They inspive confidence and
unity ralher than sowing division and
strife. There is a siriking parallel he-
tween our nascent country and what
they endured in Valley Forge and what
we are enduring right now: A hard win-
ler of division. illness running ramp-
ant. and an unceriain fulure.

Today. our couniry’s resolve is heing
tested. and 1 know that we will pass
this test together and be made strong-
er. We now have the opportunity and
the responsibility to do Lhal tonight by
upholding the will of the people. by
voting to certify the results of this
electoral college and by moving for-
ward with a servanl heart and a com-
mon resolve Lo preserve this greal ex-
periment that is the United States of
America.

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker. I rise in
supporl of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Texas is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BABIN. It is with great pride and
a profound sense of respongsibility that
I object to the 2020 eleclion in the
State of Penunsylvania.

I am very proud Lo stand aloungside
fellow patricls who have pushed back
against a fraudulent and eriminal elec-
tion process—a piocess that was the
antithesis o the very rule of law that
governs these Uniled States.

At Lhe same time. standing here to-
night is surreal because this is a crit-
igal juncture that will undoubtedly de-
termine the survivability of this great
Republic.

Our free and fair election process—
and by extension, the people's trust in
its legitimacy—is what bas separaied
us as & nation. A process that we have
shared with the world, its moral force.
A process that now. sadly. has been
bastardized by those more interested in
the maintenance of power than they
are in the free and open voice of the
American people.

If T remember correctly, Damocrats
were calling for transparency in 2000
and 2004, when George W. Bush was
elected: and again in 2018, when Presi-
dent Trump took offics.

Where are you now?

I ask this. Madam Speaker: What do
you have Lo lose by having a thorough
investigation to determine the validity
of these voles?

Why nol encourage an investigation
to relieve the concerns of half of Lhe
people in this country?

If you are so convinced that Biden
was elected legitimately. what do you
have (o fear?

If there was no fraud. simply show us
the proof. Invesiigate it. Validate it.
This isn’t about one candidate versus
another. This is about upholding Lhe
principles that are indispensable to Lhe
existence of the democratic Republic
that we are so fortunate to call home.

I have no doubt thal there was wide-
spread election fraud this past Novem-
per. and I am not alone. 1 stand here
today speaking for 75 million Ameri-
cans whose voice was unconstitulion-
ally silenced.
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To you. the silenced. I say Uhis: I will
continwe (o fight for you. You have
heen heard. For more than 240 years.
tyranny has sought Lo extinguish the
light of freedom,

As Ronald Reagan said before: Free-
dom is a fragile thing. and it is never
more lhan one generagtion away from
exlinction.

The Constitulion and the Bible on
which it stands is stronger than the
cheap Lyrannical tactics of those who
seek to destroy it.

Madam Speaker. I yield to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
Brnn.

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speakey. mob vio-
lence is not representative of our coun-
try or of this building. The American
people—at least the ones who are still
up watching right now—have seen Lhis
body return Lo a peaceful debate. And
that is the American way. So lel’s get
back to that debate and let’s talk for a
moment aboul Pennsylvania.

For decades, absentee voling was re-
served for members of the military and
citizens who are medically or phys-
ically unable to get Lo the polls. But in
2019. Pennsylvania dramatically in-
creased the amounit of ballots ihal
would be cast in the Presidential elec-
tion through expanded. no-excuse.
mail-in voting.

On September 17. Pennsylvania's
Democrat-controlled Supreme Court
vioplated the Constitution by extending
the deadline to receive mail-in ballots.
Article II slates that legislatures. not
the couris. delermine the time, man-
ner, and place of their States’ elesc-
tions. But Pennsylvania’s high court
direclted bthe State officials to assume
thal non-postmarked ballots were re-
ceived on time without any evidence
that they were sent bhefore election
day.

On Oclober 23, while early voting was
already underway. the State supreme
court ruled that election oifigials did
not have Lo authenticate signatures for
mail-in ballots.

To sum it up, Pennsylvania officials
illegally did three critical things:

One, they radically expanded vote hy
mail for virtually any reason.

Two. they removed restrictions when
a hallol can be sent in,

Three, they removed signatlure verifi-
calion on those very ballots.

Just this week, the Pennsylvania
Senate pleaded with Members of Lhis
body to delay certification uantil the
Supreme Court resolves thess disputes.
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
violated their own conslitution. They
viclated the U.S. Constitulion. They
opened Lhe door for thousands of un-
verifiahle ballois.

Because they failed to guarantee Lhe
integrity of their voies. I cannoi con-
sent to accepting Pennsylvania's elec-
toral votes.

0130

Ms. DEAN, Madam Speaker. I rise in
opposition to the challenge.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Pennsyivania is recogmized for 5
minutes,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, thisis a
sad day for America—a day of shame. a
day of ignominy. an attack on Llhis
Capitol. an attack on our country.

Madam Speaker, our words matter.
Mobs, thugs. insurrectionists, domestic
terrorists attacked our government
with the alm of atlacking our free and
fair elections.

Make no mistake. these terrorisis
came armed, armed with false flags:
armed with hate; armed with weapons:
and. tragically. armed with lies force-
fed to them by those at the highest
level of government. including some
from the Iegislative and. yes. the exec-
utive branches. Inciled by Lhe one at
the highest level of government. they
atlacked people. property. this Capitel,
this eathedral of democracy.

Words matter. In his last words to
our Nation and to all of us here. our
dear colleague. John Lewis, wrote last
July: Democracy is not a state. It is
an act.” And each generation has an
cobligation Lo preserve its institutions,

Demoeracy is a series of acts, acts hy
you and by me. by citizens. one build-
ing upon the other and another—nol
acts thal we have heard and seen and
suffered today. words and acts to incile
violence. acts that tear at the very fab-
ric of our democracy.

Madam Speaker. yet. I have hops.
We. too. are armed. We are armed with
the facts. We are armed with the truth.
We are armed with the love of our
country. We are armed wilh our sworn
oaths. And we are armed with our pre-
cious Constilution.

We have faced lyranny and insurrec-
tion before, We are hers tonight to her-
ald to America and to the world: We
will defend our democracy, and we will
endure.

Madam Speaker, when I came into
work this morning. as I was preparing
to come Lo lthe floor, I read Tom Fried-
man's op-ed, which began with ihe
words from the Gospel of Mark: For
what shall il profit a man if he gain
the whole world butl lose his soul?

For what shall it profit any man.

Madam Speaker. I urge my Repub-
lican colleagues to have the courage to
uphold their oath, courage like that of
Congresswoman Margaret Chase
Smith. a lifelong Republican and the
first in her party to speak out against
McCarthyism. Putling duty over fear.
she said: I do not want to see the Re-
publican Parly ride Lo political victory
on the Four Horsemen of Calumny—
Fear. Ignorance, Bigolry. and Smiear.
Surely, we Republicans are not that
desperate for victory.”

Madam Speaker. Tor today. we have
seen the cost of victory by such means.
It shook the very walls of this building.
Our colleagues know there is no truth
to this challenge.

For what shall it profit a man.

Madam Speaker. it has been my sol-
emn honor to participaie in Lhis sad
day. I pray for our country.

Mrs, CAMMACK. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to support the objeclion of the
electoral certification of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.
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The SBSPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. CAMMACK. Madam Bpeaker. as
a new Representative here. I did not
envision my first speech on the House
floor to be this. here tonight. hut rath-
er. a tribute to our first responders and
{rontline worksrs who have been a
shining light in an otherwise tough
year for us all.

After the evenis Lonight. I am espe-
cially graleful for our men and women
who pul service above sell. confronting
lawlessness and danger while pro-
tecting this very Chamber. its Mem-
hers. and our constitutional Republic.

As g Member of the people’s House.
and the wife of a first responder, thank
vou to our law enforcement here today.
But, especially. afler tonightl’'s unac-
ceptable breach of the people’s House. I
am furthermore resolved in the fact
that we. as representatives of Lhe peo-
ple. must Lake a stand for every Ameri-
can's right to a free and fair election as
guaranteed by the Constitution.

Article 1. Section 4. Clause 1 of the
Constitution explicitly rests the time
and manner of our elections in the
hands of our Stale legislatures. How-
ever, State law in the 2020 eleciion was
modified or circuamvented without ap-
proval of the State legislature. These
actions are in clear violation of the
Constitution. specifically Ariicle II.
Section 1. Clause 2. which grants Stale
legislatures the sole authority 10 es-
tablish how State Presidential electors
are appointed.

These changes. alonyg with other elec-
tion irregulsrities throughout the 2020
election, require me. a4s a Member of
this body, to object to the certification
of these elecloral voles. just as my col-
leagues across Lhe aisle have objected
to every Republican Presidential elec-
tion over the last 20 years.

Tonight, as we undertake lhe very
serious responsibility of debating thase
State electoral certificalions. I wrge
my colleagues to listen earnestly and
with an open mind, remembering that
just 3 days ago. we swore an oath to
the United States Constitution. not a
pelitical party.

Our constifuents are counting on us.
Our country is counting on us. Our
children are counting on us. and we
cannot let them down.

Madam Speaker, in December. 25 of
my freshman ¢olleagues and I sent you
a letter imploring youw to investigate
these ¢leetion irregularities. To date.
we have not received a response. That
brings us to today.

My colleaguss across bthe aisle have
repeatedly invoked our Founding Fa-

ther. Beanjamin Franklin. who fa-
mously said: We have a republic. if we
¢an keep it.

I say. let's keep it.

Madam Speaker, it is with that senti-
ment in mind that I ask my colleagnes
to defend Lhe power vested in this leg-
islative branch by the U.S. Constitu-
ticn and rejecl the certification of the
electoral voles of Lthe State in ques-
tion. It is our responsibility Lo have
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courage in the face of adversity and
hring integrity back to this process.

Madam Speaker. I yield the balance
of mv time to the gentleman from the
greatl State of Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON).

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker. I
thank the gentlewoman from the great
State of Florida (Mrs. CAMMACK). my
friend.

Madam Speaker. as Americans. we
believe governments receive their just
powers from the comnsent of Lhe gov-
erned. That sacred iransaction can
only happen legitimately in & free and
fair election.

Election integrity is lthe very life-
blood of our unrivagled system of self-
government. The law and the Constitu-
Lipn gave Congress not only the au-
thority hui. 1 believe. the responsi-
bility to serve as the last check on the
integrity of our Presidential elections.
We either believe. according to statute.
that every elector was “lawfully cer-
Lified” and “regularly given.” or we
don’t,

States certainly have broad dele-
zated powers Lo administer Federal
elections. bul they still must operate
within the bounds of the Constitution.

Despite receiving numerous pebi-~
tions—to the delriment of the country.
I might add—the Supreme Court failed
to answer the most important guestion
of the 2020 election: Can entities outl-
side of the State legislatures make
election law?

The plain language of Articie II of
the Constitution answers the gquestion
unequivocally no.

The decisions made Loday in these
Chambers are of Lhe utmost con-
sequence, and ithe homrible precedent
that will be established if we don't acl
will have lasting impacl on our heloved
Republic.

Madam Speaker. this proeseding is
not. just aboul the integrity of this
election. It is about ensuring the integ-
rity of all future elections.

I take no pleasure or pride in making
my objection loday. nor do I wish for
any State electors to he disgualified.
However. based on the law, the Con-
stitution, and my consclence, I cannot
support certifying voles from any
Stale that violated the Conslitution.

Madam Speaker, Llhis decision is not
about loyalty 1o a President. It is
about my fidelity to Lhe Constitution
and the oath thati I swore.

Mr. LAMB. Madam Speaker, I rise in
opposition.

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from
Pennsylvanie is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMB. Madam Speaker. 1 came
here tonight prepared to talk aboutl the
place 1 represent and how wsell the
Democratic and Republican county of-
ficials ran our election. I wanled Lo
point oul thal in my home county of
Allegheny Counly. in the place they
were counting the voles, there were 31
video cameras—31—in the same place.
just showing people counting votes.
every single one of them on papsr. with
representatives from hoth campaigns
watching.
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Madam Speaker. 1 wanted tc pointl
oul to all these great lovers and sup-
poriers of the Pennsylvania legislature
that it was the Republican Pennsyl-
vania legislature that passed a Repub-
lican bill that they all voled for and
supported that set up the system under
which we jusi ran the election. and
{hat Lhe reason the President lost was
hecause he was nol as popular as other
Republicans in our State. He got {ewer
votes than all of them.

Madam Speaker. I wanted to lay out
all this evidence because I thought it
was a sign of respect for my colleagues
and for all the Americans out there
who don’t know who to Lrusi. I was
raised on that. I was raised on that re-
spect. which makes this a hard speech
for me to give. Because to do this with
any kind of honesly means admitting
and declaring in this House thal these
objeclions don'i deserve an ounce of re-
spect—not an ounce.

C 014¢

A woman died outl there tonight. and
you are making these ohjections.

Let's be clear aboul what happened
in this Chamber today. Invaders came
in for the first time since the War of
1812. They desecrated ihese Halls and
this Chamber and practically ewery
inch of ground where we work. For the
most part, they walked in here free. A
ot of them walked out free. Thers
wasn't a person watching abt home who
didn't know why that was—because of
the way that they lock.

My point. Madam Speaker. is this:
Enough has been done here already to
try to strip this Congress of its dignity.
and these objectors don’t need to do
anymore.

We Eknow that that attack today
didn't materialize oult of nowhere. It
was inspired by lies. the same lies that
you are hearing in this room tonight.
And the Members who are repeating
those lies should be ashamed of them-
selves. Their constituents showld be
ashamed of them.

We know what is going Lo happen as
soon as I walk away. whal has hap-
pened all night tonight. what will con-
tinue to happen. They will take these
same symbols. these same concepts,
smuggle them inte their arguments,
and make the same arguments. I want
people at home. anyone who is still
walching. to know that these arvgu-
ments are nol for them: they are for
you.

Noune of lhie evidence we wanted to
discuss here tonight will change their
opinions or what they are about to say.
But you need Lo know that is not the
end. It is not as if there is nothing we
can do because of that. And if there
was. I don't think {his Nation would
have made it to almost 250 years.

The fact is. Madam Speaker. that at
the end of the day. people—

POINT OF GRDER

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker.
point of order.

The SPEBAKER. The gentleman will
stale his point of order.
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Mr. GRIFFITH, Yes. ma'am. The
poinl of order would be that the zen-
tleman said that there were les on Lhis
floor here today. looking over in this
direction. I ask that those words he
taken down.

We may have a disagreement on mat-
ters. but—

The SPEAKER.

The gentleman's demand is not time-
ly.

The gentleman f{rom Pennsyilvania
wiil proceed.

My, LAMB. Madam Speaker. the fact
is. at the end of the day. it hurts. It
hurts them: it hurts this counlry. It
hurts all of us. But the fact is that the
people have made this country work by
nol giving in.

Go ahead. Shout it out.

One last thing to say. Madam Speak-
er. And I thank you for your patience.
All people need {0 know tonight.
Madam Speaker—

Madam Speaker, the truth hurts. But
the faci is this: We want this govern-
ment Lo work more than they wanl it
to fail.

After everything that has happened
today. we want that more than ever,
Know thal. Know that. the people
waltching at home. We want this gov-
ernment Lo work., We will make it
work. They will not make it fail.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker. par-
liasmentary Inguiry.

The SPEAKER. The genileman will
state his parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. PERRY. When is the appropriate
time to ask that the words be stricken.
be taken down?

The SPEAKER. Immediately afler
the words are uttered.

For what purpose does {he gentieman
from Louisiana seek recognition?

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of the objec~
ltion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker. my. my. my. Let us take a
deep breath, shall we?

Madam Speaker. the cornerstone of
the strength of our American Republic
is not only the peaceful transition of
power; it is the peaceful transition of a
lawful power. It is within the param-
eters of our oath. indeed, is our duly o
inguire if we suspect that perhaps our
eleclions have been compromised,

Much has been said about what we do
not know, What we do not know calls
for investigation.

What we do know is thal. in the dis-
puted Stales. Governors. secretaries of
state. or local election commissions
acled in viclation of the Election
Clause of the U.8. Constitution. where-
in State legislatures are granted the
sole authority to determine how Presi-
dential electors are appointed. IL is
that simple. State execulive officials
usurped the constitutionally vesled au-
thority of State legislatures within
several of the sovereign States.

Now. why we are involved in Con-
gress? Because the Founders gave us a
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narrow role. If we suspect that an elec-
tion was compromised in a sovereign
State. then we have a role in the seal-
ing of those electors and the counting.

America iz not a confederacy of
States. We are a union of States. We
are a representative republic. There-
fore. each sovereign State has a deep
obligation to follow the writ of its own
election law during a Federal election.

We would not be having this con-
versation if our objeciions were solely
rested upon the elections of sovereign
State Governors or Siate senalors and
represenlatives. It is a Federal election
for the President and Vice President of
the United States. We certainly have a
role. and we should investigate and
support Lthat role.

Madam Speaker., America is an
anointed nation. horn of imperfect men
driven Dby perfect intent. May we be
worthy of whatl it is to he an Anmierican.
what it is 1o be a representative of the
American people.

May 1 ask. may we seek the quiel
whisper of God's own voice within us.
And 1 ask my colleagues to consider
supporting this objection.

I yield the balance of my time to the
gentlemnan {rom New Jersey (Mr. VAN
DREW).

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker. he-
fore I start. something I didn"t plan on
saying. This is a debale. It is a discus-
sion. Everybody has a right 1o an opin-
ion. That is American. Because some-
one doesn’t agree with your view or
vour ideas does not mean that they are
liars. It means they have a different
view. a {ifferent opinion.

And I think. for God's sake, as people
watch this or see it or hear it. they ex-
pect more from us than thal. We can
disagree al a certain level. There is
nothing worse than moral pomposity.

You know, today was an amazing and
terrible day. But one thing that we do
know is that our law enforcement pro-
tected lives. and they protected and
preserved our democracy. I walched
firsthand. as I always have. just as I do
back home in south Jersey. these brave
men and women put their lives on the
line to defend all of us.

May God bless the woman who lost
her life today, and may God bless what
will always be the greatest Nation in
the bistory of the world: the United
States of America.

At the core of our counlry’s great-
ness is our democratic system of gov-
ernment. Without faith in the integrity
of our elections, Americans will not
have faith in our democracy.

The United States of America is the
internaticnal embodiment of fresdom
and opportunity. the shining city on a
hill. Free and fair elections have al-
wa¥s been a hallmark of America’s
greatness.

After this past Presidential election,
approximately 60 milliocn Americans
have serious doubts aboul the cutcome.
Thal is a number that we cannol ig-
nore.

0150

Mg, SCANLON, Madam Speaker, I
rise in opposition to Lhe objection.
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The SPEAKHER. The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms., SCANLON. Madam Speaker. I
started this day disheartened thal our
colleagues were going 1o drag us
through this cynical political charade
of objecting to duly certified elecltoral
college voles. hul I was ready and
eager to defend Pennsylvania's elec-
tions and the will of Pennsylvania’s
volers.

Never (id I expect 10 he answering
calls from family and friends concerned
for my safely or Lo have to barricade
myself in an office. But most impor-
tant of all. never did I expecl to see our
Capitol overrun by armed insurrection-
isls intent on disrupting our govern-
ment at the urging of the President.

What happeued here today has made
me heart-sick for our country. hut it
only sirengthens my resolve to uphold
the rule of law and to protect the deci-
sion of Pennsylvania’s voters.

Earlier this week. we raised our
hands and swore an oath Lo hear true
faith and allegiance to the Constitu-
tion of the United States. But. today.
those who are blocking the counting of
glectors from Penansylvania are show-
ing that their allegiance lies not Lo the
Constitubtion or to itheir constituents,
and many would argue not even to the
Republican Party. but to their own po-
litical fortunes and the outgoing Presi-
dent.

Pennsylvania's voters. not Members
of Congress. are tasked with choosing
Pennsylvania's Presidential electors.
and particulariy nol congressmen from
other Staies. The people have spoken.
and Pennsylvania certified our elec-
tors. We must respect our oath here by
rejecting this unfounded objection to
Pennsylvania’s electoral votes, and not
substitute Congress’ judgment for that
of the people of Penansylvania.

Legal challenges to elections are se-
rious matters, and that is why there is
a place to consider those challenges: In
courtrooms before impartial judges.

And Psunsylvania's legal process has
worked. The pseudo-legal arguments
that are being raised by the objectors
here today are not new. Over the past
2 months. the President and his allies
have filed more than 20 lawsuits Lo
challenge Lhe Pennsylvania eleclion.
Those challenges have been rejected in
Federal courts. State courts. appelliate
courts. and the United States Supreme
Courl. Challenges have been rejected
by judges who are registered Demo-
crals, Republicans. Independents. and
who have been appoinied by Demo-
cratic and Republican Presidents.

And why did they lose all those
cases?

As Third Circuilt Judge Bibas, a
Trump appoiniee. wrote. “Free. fair
elections are the lifeblood of our de-
mocracy. Charges of unfairness are se-
riouws. Bui valling an election unfair
does not make it so. Charges require
specific allegations and then proof. We
have neither here.™

What the Court said points Lo an im-
portant distinction aboult when and
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how claims of eleclion misconduct are
made. It is easy 1o make wild claims of
election fraud on cable television or
Twiller, hut those claims are not facts.
And while there may be no immediate
consequences for misleading the public
with such statements. there is cer-
tainly a penalty for misieading the
courts.

A lawyer faces {ines, jail. and loss of
his or her license for making frivolous
or false claims. The lawyers for the
Trump campaign never alleged wide-
spread fraud or illegal voting had im-
pacted Pennsylvania's elections be-
cause those claims are false.

When our colleagues indulge in this
political theatre and endorse iringe
conspiracy theories. they may think
there are no conseguences bacause they
know that this time the majorities of
the House and Senate will overrule
them. But as the entire world saw
today. their baseless claims of election
fraud do have conseguences. They un-
dermine faith and respect for our elec-
tions and ocur government., They chip
away al the foundation of our constitu-
tional Republic and they take a sledge-
hammer to the peaceful transfer of
power, Il is our job to respect the rule
of law and reject this political charade.

Finally. I want to offer my deepest
respect 1o our Republican colleagues in
both the House and the Senate who
have withstood intense political pres-
sure. and today honor their oath in the
rule of law by rejecting these un-
founded objections.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam
Speaker. I rise in favor of the objec-
Lion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Texas is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam
Speaker. I would first Iike to say 1o my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
who said we should be ashamed over
here, I am nol ashamed. and neither
are my colleagues over here. We are ac-
tnally proud of whal we are doing and
what we are standing for. So I hope the
RECORD will show Lhat.

Yesterday's cowardly attack on our
American democracy was a horrible
acl. While Congress altempted to exe-
cute their constilulional duly to de-
bate and vote on this ceriificalion of
the electoral college., violence inter-
rupted the proceedings in an atlempt
to stop the democratic process.

Those who committed these acis are
domeastic terrorists and should be pros-
eculed to the fullest extent of the law.
And I thank the Capitol Police and all
of the law enforcement organizations
that pushed back against this mob.

I can’t help bul be reminded of Lhe
hravery during the baseball shooting
on myself and my Republican col-
leagues in June of 2017. I thank God
every day for their presence.

The American people deserve full
transparency in the electoral process.
with confidence that any irrvegularities
and inconsistencies in that process will
be fully investigated.

As a former Texas secretary of state.
I know the electoral process well. And
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above all, I know what the ¢ourls, the
executive branch. and the elections of-
ficials can and cannot do wilthout ap-
proval of the State legislature., During
my tenure. I knew thal my authority
was confined to the powsers the legisla-
ture provided me. If States fail to abide
by the Constitution and follow their
owng laws, it calls into guestion wheth-
er Lhe volss in Texas. or any other
State. are fairly represented.

And now. as s duly elected Member of
Congress, the Constitution outlines my
rights to speak and voice my constilu-
ents’ concerns with my vote, It is piv-
otal thal we have free and fair elec-
tions in our representative democracy
and. more importantly. that we trust
in the resulis of those elections.

In no way is voicing an objection an
attempt to overturn an election. And
when this process is complete and all
objections have been heard. I acknowl-
edge that we will have a peaceful trans-
{er of power on January 20.

Faith in our system must be restored
and Americans musl be confident that
their vote matlers. and only lawlul
voles will be counted. This is a sad day
in our Nation’s history. bul a solemn
reminder that our country will not fal-
ter and will nol fail. In God we trust.

Madam Speaker. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Worth Carolina (Mr.
CAWTHORN).

Mr. CAWTHORN. Madam Speaker. as
I said in my convention speech. I want
a new generation of Americans o be
radicals—io be radicals for freedom
and for liberty, but not radicals for vio-
lence. [ am bitterly disappointed by the
protesi. that happened yeslierday. The
actions of a violent few were cowardly
and pathetic. and I am not afraid to
call it out.

The Republican Party is a party of
limnited government. It is the big tent
party. It is not the parity of destruc-
tion.

Madam Speaker. the cath I took just
days ago demand that I speak out in
defense not of one President or an-
other, but in defense of a hallowed doc-
ument that has saleguarded this Re-
public for over 200 years. The Constitu-
tion grants power solely to State legis-
latures to determine how elections are
carried out. When other cfficials who
are not vested with constitutlional au-
thority usurp their role and grind the
Constitulion under their heel. I must
object..
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Our Nalion is a nation of resilience.
In Valley Forge. Geaorge Washington
prayed for a republic to be formed from
the ashes of a monarchy. Al Gettys-
burg. Americans gave their lives to de-
fend a very simple idea. that the Amer-
igan democracy thal had Dbeen esarned
with the blood of their forefathers
would nol perish due t¢ internal divi-
sion.

Then. on lhe islands of Iwo Jima and
Okinawa. Amlerican servicemen gave
their lives to defend this Nation's free-
dom from fascism.
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Whatl unites sach and every genera-
tion of Americans is Lhe idea that
those who submil themselves to the
authority of government cught bo have
a voice in thal same government.

We are Americans here in this Cham-
ber and in this couniry. Bul what does
it really mean to he an American? It
means believing in the rule of law. It
means speaking up in defense of our
founding principles and in defense of
the Constitution.

Being an American means that you
are proud of your country but thal you
never beal your chest. And being an
American msans thal sometimes you
must stand alone while others sit.

Now, obvigcusly, I can’{ stand. bub
trust me, if I could stand. I would stand
in defense of our Constitulion today.

Mr, CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker,
1rise in opposition.

The SPEAKER. The geantleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker.
I completely aggree with my cvolleague
Representative DWIGHT Evaxs, and I
remind this Chamber that Pennsyl-
vania is the cradle of American democ-
racy.

We can't claim to he the birthplace
of American democracy. That would he
a disservice o James Otis, Jr.. who, in
1761, stood up in a Massachusells
courtroom and argued against the
King's writs of agsistance,

But Pennsylvania is the cradle of de-
mocracy. 1t is where we hosted the
signing of the Declaration of Independ-
ence and the American Constitution.

It was Pennsylvanians who imme-
diately went to battle to defend this
idea of democracy. They wenl right
after Bunker Hill to the Siege of Bos-
ton. American riflemen were instru-
mental al the transformalional Babtles
of Trenton and Saratoga in victory.
And it is Independence Hall where
these documenis got signed. the Dec-
Iaralion of Independence and the Con-
stitution.

You heard my colleagues, You heard
Representative  HOULAHAN talking
about the privations at Valley Forge.
all in support of creating democracy.

You heard Represenfative BRENDAN
F. BOYLE guoting John Adams, that de-
mocracy only dies by suicide.

You heard Representative Dpax
guobing John Lewis, our hero. who

said: Democracy is not a state. It is an
act.

You heard Representative WILD talk-
ing aboul this stunning assault on our
democracy.

If il seems like we get a little prickly
in Pennsylvania about assaulting de-
mocracy. you are right. We do. Penn-
sylvania is the cradle of democracy.

You heard how foolish and empty
these challenges are. Representative
LaAMB said it: 31 cameras filmming the
place where ihe count was happening.
resulting in thousands of hours of vid-
eotape—you can see it on YouTuhe—
proving there was no fraud.

You heard Representalives MICHAEL
¥. DOYLE and BRENDAN F, BOYLE talk-
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ing about Act 77. how the Republivans
in Pennsylvania were falling all over
themselves 1o pass this law for mail-in
volbing because they thought it would
help them.,

You heard Representative SCANLON
explaining why there were no allega-
tions of fraud made in couri hecause a
lawyver going into court and lying to
the court gets his or her ticket Lo prac-
tice law punched. They can be dis-
harred.

Politicians can say anylhing on cable
TV. but they have to he darn careful
when they are in court. So all these big
TV talkers never alleged fraud in
court.

Let me tell you aboul one couri case.
I{ was a case where they brought on
their best legal italent. I was a case
where they drew as a judge 2 staunch.
principied. conservative Republican.
Judge Matihew Brann. He called this
case “strained legal arguments without
merit” and “speculative gecusations.”
He called it —like Pranksenstein’s mon-
ster,” a “haphazardly stitched Lo-
gether™” case.

Judge Brann said he “has no author-
ity 1o take away the right to vote of
even a single person. let alone millions
of cilizens.”

On appeal Judge Bihas, a Trump ap-
pointee writing for the Third Circuit,
agreed, He sald: —Calling an election
unfair does not make it so. Charges re-
guire specific allegations and then
proof. We have neither here.”

S0, we have judges—dozens and doz-
ens of them. Federal judges. State
judges. Democrats, Republicans—twurn-
ing away these challenges. All they
ever wanted was evidence.

Here is the number-one rule when
you go Lo court: Don't forget to bring
the evidence with you.

This objection, in all sericusness, re-
flects the most profound disrespect to
our American judiciary. We Pennsylva-
nians understand democracy. It was in
Pennsylvania that our Founders signed
the Conslitution, and Ariicle II makes
it plain as day: We elect our President.
We don't have a king.

If you can undo a Presidential elec-
tion simply by alleging that something
was amiss, Lthen we don’t have a democ-
racy at all. We have something else en-
tirely.

And if we vole to susiain this objec-
tion. we are unot upholding our Con-
stitution at all. We are doing some-
thing else entirvely.

Let’s vote “no’" on this objection.

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker. I rise in support of this objec~
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Ohio is recoguized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker, every one of us swore an oath
to support and defend the Constitution
of the United States against all en-
emies. both foreign and domestic, I
swore thal oaih in uniform. and the
first part of thal oath is the same as
what we swear here in Congress,

The last iime we needed to defend
our Constitution against a domestic
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enemy, we fought a civil war, And at
the conclusion of thal Civil War we
passed the 13th. 14th. and 15th Amend-
ments thal make ¢lear that no State is
so sovereign that they can deprive
their citizens of egual protection of the
laws.

When il comes to elections, that
means one person gebts one vote. It
doesn’lL mean thal other citizens can
dilute Lthe voles of other citizens and
deprive them of equal protecticn. And
it doesn't mean thal a State can do
that by law or by practice.

So whether the law was changed and
made it such thal there is no way to
provide equal protection—one person.
cne vole—or the practice was cor-
rupted. it cannot stand. Frankly, last-
ly. il must guarantee that there is a
proof that it was eqgual protection
under the law.

None of that happened in a number of
Stales. The people of America. tens of
millions of them who came oul Lo vole.
have been unheard by this body and by
far Loo many courts, We need to show
them the respect Lhey are due by the
Constitution of the United States of
America, the Constitution that we
fought to sustain to end the era of Jim
Crow {0 pass civil rights legislation,
Lthe Vouing Rights Act. the Civil Rights
Act. and so many other pieces of juris-
prudsnce.

My, JOHNSON of Ohio. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mzr. DAVIDSON of QOhio. T yield to
the gentleman from Okic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman needs o maintain his position
and contrel of the time,

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker. I rise in support of this objec-
tion and to give voice to the 249386
men and women of Ohio's Sixth Con-
gressional District who have had their
voices silenced by the rogue political
actors in Pennsylvania who unilater-
ally and unconstitutionally altered
voting methods o benefit the Demo-
cratic candidate for President.

Secretariezs of state and States su-
preme courts cannot simply ignore the
rules governing elections set forth in
the Constitution. They cannol choose
to usurp their state legislatures to
achieve 4 partisan end. Constitulion he
damned.

Madam Speaker. this is a sad day for
America. We have seen too many sad
days like this recently: assaults on
courthouses, police staticms, and now
the U.8. Capitol. People who disagree
with the results of police work and
court decisions are wrong to respond
violently. And people who disagree
with the results of an election are also
wrong ¢ respond with violence. Thank
you {c the Capitol Police and all the
law enforcement invoived for pro-
tecting the people’s House today.

Madam Speaker. some may guestion
owr motives for raising these objsc-
tions. hut other than the Bible. owr
Constitution is the most sacred docu-
ment known to man because it created
the most free and prosperous nalion in
human history.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

0210

2021 has the chance to be remembered
for when the leaders of a deeply divided
America came together 1o defend that
sacred document and to ensure that
the integrity of fulure Presidential
elections is ensured. Il is imperative
we take this opportunity. The future of
our Republic depends on it

Benjamin Franklin, in the summer of
1787. during the heated debate to creaie
our sacred Constitution, said these fa-
mous words: I have lived long. sir. a
long time . . . and the longer I live, Lhe
more couvincing proofs 1 see of this
truth . . . that God governs in the af-
fairs of men.

-And. if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground withoul His potice. is it prob-
able that an empire can rise without
His aid? We have heen assured, sir, in
the sacred writing that -"Except the
Lord build it. they labor in vain that
build it

Madam Speaker. 1 pray that we
would turn to the God Almizhty that
ordained our Nalion into being 1o help
uas in pur time of need.

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker. 1
rise in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
11linois is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr, KINZINGHR. Madam Speaker, as
a student of foreign policy. if somebody
described to me the actions that we
saw, I would have assumed we were in
z failed naiion or a hanana republic,
Storming past police, some carrying
the flag of the Confederacy, the mob
breached this House.

But there is good news: The democ-
racy held today.

For the last few years. misinforma-
tion and fear has heen fed into people
for profit and power. and for o0 many
vears. lgaders around the country said
nothing and sometimes echoed those
messages because of the belief that
winning. no matter the cost, was worth
everything.

Today. we saw the resull of ignoring
these warning signs.

People look to Washington to give
hope. Instead. we simply amplify fears.

People look o us for expertise on
what can and can't be possible. Some-
times it is easier to say what makes
people feel good instead of the hard
facts.

Today. some Members of Congress
argue thal we can unilaterally pick the
next President, that with our glorious
wisdom, armed with Twilier. we know
better than the American people. Some
have shown that. if conspiracies are re-
peated enocugh, they hecome facts and
they aren’t disputed.

Even here in this Chamber after the
events today. some speeches have heen
shockingly tone-deaf. I have seen peo-
ple applaud cheap political lines that
aré embarrassing.

Power and cultural fighls have di-
vided us so much that they are Lhe ul-
timate goal now. and sometlimes the
cath we swear 1o uphold feels like a
prop.

People have been lied 1o by too many
for too long.
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So here is the trulh: Joe Biden won
this election. the effort will fail. and
everybedy knows it.

Por some cul there. this isn't ahout
making a statement for the hetierment
of our country: it is about avoiding the
pain of leveling with ithe people and
telling fhem the truth: the emperor
has no clothes.

1 know many are disappointed in the
resull. bul what legacy are we leaving?
Have our kids seen the day where Ron-
ald Reagan and Tip O'Neill had a beer
over their differences. or have Lhey
learned that to lead. you must tweetl.
and sometimes all in caps. because now
this is Hollywood. fame is the ultimate
goal?

But the first step that we can take to
restore this is bo reject the charade.
and what happens next is up to us.

We get threatened with primaries: we
worry aboul the political implications.
Bul our names will long be forgolien:
the legacy of now will exist.

The bottomi line: If we ask men and
women to be willing 10 give their lives
for this Nation and we talk ahout Lheir
service with ‘tears iIn our eyes.
shouldn't we be willing Lo give up our
jobs to uphold that Constitution?

Madam Speaker. I yield 1o Lhe gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. HER-
RERA BEUTLER)

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Madam
Speaker. is this a country. is this an
America that we want to give Lo our
children. a country of lawlessness, of
might makes right. of mob ruls?

Previous generations of Americans
have laid down their lives to answer
“no" to that question. I do not want to
be the first generation of Americans so
selfish as to answer “‘yes.” Nothing is
more important to me than preserving
this constitubional Republic as a Rep-
resentative.

Article II of the Constitulion states:
“Hach State shall appoint. in such
manner as the legislature thereof may
direct. a number of electors.” meaning
that it is the duty of the State legisla-
tures to select. their electors in a man-
ner they stipulate. It is right here.

The Founders of our Republic did not
want to federalize elections. which is
why they reserved the selection of elec-
tors to the State legislatures.

Historically. when Congress inter-
vened in the electoral process, it was in
the Civil War. 1L was when Sitates were
sending mulliple slates of electors. But
that is not the case today.

Of the six States actively being con-
tested. five have Republican legisla-
tures: five are conirolled by one party:
five have the authority to get together
and to vote to change the elector that
they sent to us.

How many of the six did? Not one.

Pennsylvania did not get together
and vole as a body and send us a new
slate of electors. They did not send us
a bhill or a resolution citing injustice al
the State level.

None of them.

Avre they cowards? Do they nol know
the Coustitulion? Have they not read
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it, like wvou and I? Or are they merely
passing the buck?

Here is the reality. Look. I believe
this was not a fraud-free election. I be-
leve that there were problems in Penn-
svlvania and in Georgia. But the Con-
stitution gives us the right to fix that
at the State level. not throw out the
electoral college. We do not want to ab-
solve the responsibilily of Lhe people in
those States to hold their own law-
makers accountable,

1. as a2 Washington State Congress-
woman, don't know better than the
people in Pennsylvania and Georgla.

Folks. we can't vole (o undermine
the glectoral college Loday. We have to
uphold it.

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, 1 rise
in suppori: of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Florida is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, as you
have heard from both sides of the aisle
over and over and over today and fo-
night, Members of Congress take an
oath to protect and defend the Con-
stitution.

Clearly. the Counstitution says State
legislatures make voting laws. period.
end of subject. And. clearly. in Penn-
sylvania and some olher States. non-
legislators changed Lhose voling laws.

No malier who wins or who loses,
those are violations of the Constitution
whether you. me. or anyone else likes
it or not.

As Congressman DAVIDSON pointed
outl. over a dozen FRBI agents were im-
medigtely dispastched to ully inves-
tigate Bubba Wallace's garage door.
But, sadly. tbe FBI never responded Lo
my request to investigate massive vot-
ing irregularity accusalions, Iike lhe
video footage from Georgia that we all
wished we didn’t sea.

Neither has the Department of Home-
land Security. the Department of
State, the Postal Inspector General,
the Director of National Intelligence,
the CIA, and. saddest of all, the U.S.
Department of Justice.

The righl to vote is not only a con-
stitutional right. it is alsc a civil right.
and we must prolect it. Running a fair
and transparent election is not some-
thing America should run away from.
It is something we must live up to.

Every eligible American has a right
to have their vole counled and the
right to feel confideni that his or her
vote was counled. not neutralized by
an illegal vote.
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Otherwise. 1 fear our Republic is
doomed. Thal is why I implore you to
support a full investigation.

Madam Speaker. I yield the balance
of my time to the fine gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY).

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker. this has been an inleresting
day. And I know we wanl Lo debate
this, and we Dbrought up all kinds of
things. all kinds of poinis of history
and what happened and where it hap-
pened and all the rest of this. and we
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are very. very grateful tc the Capilol
Police and all those who came in Lo
protect us.

But the real debate right now about
Pennsylvania is Pennsylvania’s Act 77,
Was it conslitulional or was it uncon-
stitutional? Al the rest of the trim-
mings you can sel aside and just de-
cide: Was it constitutional or unconsti-
tutional?

Act 77 changed Pennsylvania's voting
law and Pennsylvania's Constitulion.

Now, Pennsylvania could change that
law. but it is done through an amend-
ment to the constitution. It is not just
done because somebody would like to
see that done.

We had a mail ballot that was avail-
able. It was an absenise hallot. We did
not have a no-excuse ballot.

What did Pennsylvania have to do to
¢el 1o the point where they would have
a no-excuse mail-in ballot?

Number one. in two successive ses-
sions of the Pennsylvania Legisiature.
that had to be passed in that legisla-
tion. one session after the other. If it
passed both times. then it had io bhe
published in every one of the §7 coun-
ties of Pennsylvania. twice. When thai
was finished, it then had to go before
the Pennsylvania volers to decide
whether thev wanted the constitulion
amended.

Pennsylvania did the first one. They
aclually did take a vote. and it was
overwhelming. Bulb Lthen they s¢rapped
it. and they pul it in an omnibus hill.
That Is an uwaconstitutional change.
You cannot do it. It is that simyple.

Sao I love the idea about Washingion
crossing the Delaware. I love the idea
about Washington going through a ter-
rible winter.

I hate the ides of what we had to go
through today. Butb if oaths don't mat-
ter. and we have all taken them, and if
the Constitution doesn't matter. why
do we even do it? Why go through this
charade that somehow we are really
close friends. except when it comes to
the really important things?

We have driven this country apart
through the people’s House, and we
wonder what happened?

The biggest loss on November 3 was
not by Donald Trump: it was Lhe faith
and trust that lhe American people
lost in this voting system because we
have allowed it to happen. It is uncon-
stitutional.

Mr. SBCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise
in opposition.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
California is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, 80
years ago Loday. Franklin Roossvelt
delivered his third inaugural address.
“Hvery realist knows,” he said, “‘that
the democralic way of life at Lhis mo-
ment: is being directly assailed in every
part of lhe world—assailed either by
arms. or hy the secret spreading of poi-
sonous propaganda by those who would
seek to destroy unity and promote dis-
cord in pations still at peace.™

Today. Lhe principal threal Lo our de-
mocracy comes from a different but
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also poisoncus propaganda of those
who seek Lo desiroy our unity and pro-
mole discord.

Aceording Lo this propaganda. Amer-
ica cannol conduct a free or fair elec-
tion, Qur elections are rigged and
doomed.

According 1o this propaganda, the
voters can no longer decide who shall
he President. The Congress must decide
for them.

At a time when our Nation faces an
unprecedented health crisis, with thou-
sands dying every day. wilh Americans
strugeling to put food on the table and
keep a 1roof over their head, who are we
to say that the man America chose to
lead us out of this calamity shall not
take office?

The coronavirus will claim more
American lives than 211 of the casual-
ties in World War IL. To meel that mo-
ment will reguire unily. not discord;
will reguire an abiding faith in our
country. in our democracy, in our gov-
ernment’s ability to function and pro-
vide for the needs of its citizens.

The Members of this body cannot
continue to challenge the meriis of an
election that was fairly conducted and
overwhelmingly won by Joe Biden. It
must stop.

Lock at the damage Lthat was
wrought in this House today. 1o this
country today. Is that not enough?

Roosevell said: ~This Nation has
placed its destiny in the hands and
heads and hearts of its millions of free
men and women. . . . Qur strength.” he
concluded is our unity of purpose.™

Let us unite once again in defense of
the greatest hope of freedom-loving
people around the world. this preciocuns
democracy.

Madam Speaker, I yield Lo the gen-
tlemap from Maryland {Mr. RASKTN).

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, the
baseless attack on Pennsylvania and
its electors brought to mind. for me.
the great Tom Paine, the champion of
pepular democracy. who came over to
America to {ight with us in the Revolu-
tion against the king. He lived in
Philadelphia. where he wrote »Com-
mon Sense” and “The Age of Reason.”
And Paine said: In the monarchies, the
king is the law: hut in the democracies,
the law will be king.

When you think about it, the pesace-
ful transfer of power is the central con-
dition of maintairning demncracy under
the rule of law. That is why the famous
election of 1801 was such a big deal.

When John Adams relinguished the
Presidency to his passionate adversary
and lifelong friend Thomas Jefferscn,
it was the first peaceful transition of
power between democracies in a demo-
cratic republic in the history of the
world.

And he said. as he rode back to Mas-
sachusetis from Washington, Adams
said that he did this hecause we are a
governmenl of laws and not of men. We
will beiray this principle if we trade a
governmeni of laws for a govermment
of men or. even worse. & single man. or
an impressionable and dangercus mob
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intent on violent sedition and insurrec-
Ltion againsi our beloved democratic
Repuhlic.

Here is Abraham Lincoln right before
the war. At what poini. then. is the ap-
proach of danger to he expecled? I
would answer, if il ever reaches us. it
must spring up amongst us. It cannot
come from abroad. If destruction be
our lot. we must. ourselves. be its au-
Lthor and its finisher,

Madam Speaker, my family suifered
an unspeakable trauma on New Year's
Hve a week ago. But mine was not ithe
only family Lo suffer such terrible pain
in 2020. Hundreds of thousands of fami-
lies in Awmerica are still mourning
their family members. Many families
represented in the Congress are siill
mourning their family members who
have been taken away from us by
COVID-19. by the opioid crisis. hy can-
cer. by gun violence. by the rising fa-
talities associated with the crisis in
mental and emotional health,

Encugh, my beloved colleagues. It is
time for America to heal. It is time for
our families and communities to come
together. Let us stop pouring salt in
the wounds of America for no reason at
all. Let us start healing our beloved
land and our wonderful people.

The SPEAKER. All time for debatle
has expirved.

The question is, Shall iLhe objeclion
submitted by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) and the Sen-
ator firom Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY} be
agreed Lo.

The question was taken: and tLhe
Speaker anpounced thalt the noes ap-
peared to have ii.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker. on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
3(s) of House Resolulion 8. the yeas and
nays are ordered.

Members are reminded to vote when
their group is called and to leave Lhe
Chamber afier they have voted.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 138. nays
282. not voting 11. as follows:

[Roll No. 113

YEAS—138
Aderhaly Cole Green TNt
Allen Crawford Greene 1GAL
Arringion TDavidson Criffith
Babin DesJarlals Guest
Baird Disz-Balar Tazedorn
Banks Donalds Harris
RBentz Dunean HHarshbarger
Bergman Lunn Hartzler
Bice i0K1 Eates Harn
Riges Falion Herrell
RBishup 1IXCt Fischbach Hice 1GAY
Boebert Fitzaerald Higgins (LA
Baost Fleiscimann Hndson
Brooks Foxx Tssa
Budd Franklin, C Jacksou
Burthelt Seott Jacchs 1IN
Burgess Fulcher Johnson t1L.Aay
Lalvert Gawtz Jobnson (OH3
Cammack Garela :CA) Jordan
{tar] Gibbs Juyee P
Carter G Gimenez Keller
Carter 1 TR Gohmert Rully (A5}
Cawihorn Soud 1VAY K (PA:
Chabot Gouden (TX) Hustofl
Cline Gosar Ladalfa
Cloud Graves LAY Lamborn
Clvde Lonves (MO Losko

Long
Loudermitk
Luras
Lustkemever
Malliolakis
Mann

Mast
MeCarthy
MeClain
Meuser
Miller 111
Miller tWY
Mooney
Moore ;ALY
Mullin
Murphy (NCi
Nelils
Norman
Nunes
Overnoite

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Amoded
Armsirong
Auchincloss
Axne
Bacon
Balderson
Barr
Barrazan
Bass
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Rishop 1GA»
Blumenauer
Blunt Rechester
Bonamici
Bourdeaux
Bowman
Borle. Brendan
F.
Biown
Brownley
Buchanan
Bueshon
Bush
Busios
Butteriield
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Cartwright
Case
{asten
Castor | FLy
Castro1TX)

{hy
Cieilline
MAY
Clarke (NY?
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohety
Comer
Connolly
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craiz
Crenshaw
Crizt

Cruw
Cuellar
Curtis
Davids (S
Davis, Danny X,
Davis. Rodpey
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaurn
DelBene
Delueado
Demings
DeSaninler
Deutch
Ininweli
Duoggett
Dovie, Alichuast

Emtner
Eseobar
Eshoo

Owens
Pajuzzo
Palma
Peaice

Perry
Plluger
Posay
Eesehenthale
Riee (80
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Schrader Srevens Yrlg
Sehrier Veldzguez

ott (VAL Wagner
Scott. Austin Waltz
Sewell Wasserman
Sherman Sehuliz
Sherrill Walere
Simpsan Thompsimn xCA_; Watson Coleman
Sires Thompsan {305: Welch
Slotkin s Wenstiun
Smith 2N Tonko Westorn
Smith (WA Torzes (Cas  bstoam
Soto Torre INT1 Weztou
Spanberzer Tralian wild
Svartz Tormer Williams 1GAy
Speler Undervood Wilsex (FL»
Stanton Upron Womack
Stauber Yaruas Twmuth
Steil Veaseyw Youns

NOT VOTING- 11
Bilirakis Hastmys Slesl
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Buck LaTurner Trepe
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Ms. CLARKE of New York changed her
vote from “vea” Lo "may.”

So Lhe objection was not agreed to.

The resull of the vole was anncunced
a5 above recorded.

A motion Lo reconsider was laid on
ihe table.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now
notify the Senate of the action of the
House. informing that body that the
House is now ready to proceed in joint
session with the further counting of
the electoral vote for the President and
Vice President.

i e

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
hy Ms. Byrd, one of its clerks. an-
nounced that the Secretary of the Sen-
ate shall inform the House of Rep-
resentatives that the Senate is ready
t0 proceed in joint session with the fur-
ther counting of the electoral votes for
President and Vice President.

{By unanimous consent. Mr. HOYER
was allowed to speak out of order.)

HONORING SHUWANZA GOFF

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker. Lhis
would not be the time I would have
chosen. but it may be the last time
that we are in session before the new
administration comes in.

We are losing an extraordinary young
woman who has been with me for over
a decade and whe is our floor lsader.
our floor director. All of you know her.
Her name is Shuwanza Goff. and she
hias been with me for a significan} pe-
riod of time.

Shuwanzs is a wonderful person. And
the problem with having wonderful.
talented. good staff is that at an ad-
ministration change. they steal your
people. It is just & terrible thing that
happens. Two of my staff. Shuwanza
Goff and Mariel Saez. will be going Lo
the administration as well. and I have
asked the administration to please do
1ol take any more of my people.

But Shuwanza Goff has just been ex-
traordinary. Those of wou who have
dealt with her understand how bright
she is.
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Thal is the bad news, Madam Speak-
er. thal they have taken her, But the
good news is, she is going to be the ad-
ministration’s representative Lo the
House of Representalives. so we are
going to see a lot of Shuwanza. 1 am
sure she will be talking 1o both of us
on both sides of the aisle and urging us
to vote one way or the other or getéing
us information or doing all sorts of
things thal we might ask her to do and
that she would want to do for us.

I wantl io say. Madam Speaker. and I
know you share my view. those of us
who have had an opportunity to work
closely with Shuwanza. 1 love
Shuwanza Goff. She is just & wonderful
spirit. She is smart. She knows the
rules. She knows the floor. I think M.
MCCARTHY's and Mr. ScallskE's slaffs
would say the same thing if I had given
them any notice thal we were going to
do this. but I thoughl we had some
time.

Shuwanza. I really do want to thank
vou, and we wish you the hest of luck.
We know you are not going far. I know
we are going to see a lot of you, but we
wish you greal success in everything
vou do.

I tell my staff. Madam Speaker. that
Lthey can go off the payroll. hut they
cannot go off the staif.

God hless, Shuwanza. and zood luck.

0322

Al 3:22 a.m.. the Sergeant at Arms,
Paul D. Irving, anncunced the Vice
President and the Senate of the United
States.

The Senate enitered the Hall of the
House of Representalives. bheaded by
{he Vice President and Lhe Secreiary of
the Senate. the Members and officers
of the House rising to receive them.

The Vice President took his seal as
the Presiding Officer of the joint con-
vention of the two Houses, the Speaker
of the House occupying the chair on his
left. Senators took seats to the right of
the rostrum as prescribed by law.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint
session of Congress to countl the elec-
toral vote will resume. The tellers will
take their chairs.

The Lwo Houses retired to consider
separately and decide upon the vole of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to
which an objeclion has been filed.

The Secretary of Lhe Senate will re-
port the action of ihe Senate.

The Secretlary of the Senate read Lhe
order of the Senate, as follows:

Orderved. That the Senate by a vote of 7
ayves to 92 nays rejects the objection to the
electoral votes casi in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania oy Juséph R. Biden. Jr.. lor
President and KaMarna D. Harris for Vice
President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Clerk of
the House will report the action of the
House.

The Clerk of the House read the order
of the House. as follows:

Ordered. That. the House of Representalives
rejects the ohjection to the electoral vote of
the Commonwealll of Pennsylvania.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant to
the law, chapter 1 of title 3. United
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States Code. hecause the two Houges
have nol sustained the objection. the
original certificate submitted by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will he
counted as provided therein.

The tellers will now record and an-
nounce the vote of the Slate of Rhode
Island for President and Vice President
in accordance with the action of the
iwo Houses,

This certificate from Rhode Island,
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vote from that
State that purporis Lo be a return from
the State and thal has annexed to it a
certificate from an authority of that
State purporiing to appoint and ascer-
tain electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Rhode Island seems
to be regular in form and authentic,
and it appears therefrom thal Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 4 votes for Presideni and
Kamaras D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 4 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjeciions Lo counting the certifi~
cate of vole of the Stale of Rhode Is-
fand that Lhe teller has verified ap-
pears Lo be regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was no ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from South Caro-
lina, the Parligmentarian has advised
me. is the only certificate of vole from
that State thal purports to be a return
{rom the State and that has annexed to
it a certificate from an authority of
that State purporiing to appoint and
ascertain electors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illincis. Mr.
President. the certificate of the elec-
toral vote of the State of South Caro-
lina seems to be regular in form and
aunthentic. and it appears therefrom
that Donald J. Trump of the State of
Florida received 9 voles for President
and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the State of
Indigna received 8 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of South Caro-
lina that the teller has verified appears
Lo be regular in form and anthentic?

Thers was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from South Da-
kota. the Parliamentarian has advised
me. is the only certificale of vote from
that State that purports to be a retwrn
from the State and that has annexed to
it a certificate from an authority of
that State pwmrporting to appoint and
ascertain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President, the
certificate of the elecioral vote of the
State of South Dakota seems to be reg-
uwlar in form and authentic. and it ap-
pears therefrom that Donald J. Trump
of the State of Florida received 3 votes
for President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of
the Stale of Indiana received 3 votes
for Vice President.

H113

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the State of South Da-
kota that the teller has verified ap-
paars to be regular in form and authen-
tie?

There wag no ohjection.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. This certifi-
cate from Tennessee. the Parliamen-
tarian has advised me. is the only cer-
tificate of electoral vole from the
Stalte that purports to be a return from
the State and that has annexed Lo il a
certificate of an authorily of that
State purporting io appoini or ascer-
tain electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vole of the
State of Tennessee seems 10 be regular
in form and authentic. and il appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 11 votes for
President and MICHARIL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 11 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT., Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cale of the vote of the State of Ten-
nessee Lhat the teller has verified as
regnlar in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Texas. the
Parliamentarian has advised me, is the
only certificale of vote from the State
that purporis to be a return from the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority of that State
(hal purports to appoint or ascertain
electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate ol Lhe electoral
vote of the Siate of Texas seems Lo be
regular in form and authentic, and it
appears therefrom that Donald J.
Trump of the Siate of Florida received
38 votes for President and MICHABL R.
PEXCE of the State of Indiana received
38 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of the vote of the Stale of Texas
that the teller has verified appears to
be regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Utah. the
Parliamentarian has advised me, is the
only certificate of vote from that State
thal purporis to be a return from the
Stale and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an sauthority from the State
purporting Lo appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of ILLINOQIS.
Mr. President, the certificate of the
electoral vote of the State of Utah
seems (o be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom that
Donald J. Traump of the Slale of Flor-
ida received 6 votes for President and
MICHAEL B. PENCE of the Slate of Indi-
ana received 8§ voles Tor Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting ihe certifi-
cale of the vote of the Stale of Ulah



Hii4

that the teller has verified to be reg-
ular in form and authentic?
There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hsaring
none. this certificate from Vermont.

the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
Lthe only certificate of vote from the
State thai purports to be & return from
the Siate and that has annexed Lo it a
certificate of an authority from that
State purporling to appoint or ascer-
tain electors.

Benator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of Vermont seems to be regular
in form and authenlic. and it appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of
the State of Delaware received 3 votes
for President. and KaMALa D. HARRIS of
the Staie of California received 3 votes
for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of the vote of the State of
Vermont that the teller has verified as
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. the Parliamen-
tarian has advised, is the only certifi-
cale of vote from that State thal pur-
ports to be a return from the State and
that has annexed (o it a certificate of
an authority from that same State pur-
porting tc appeint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
Commonwealth of Virginia seems Lo be
in regular in form and authentic, and it
appears therefromr that Joseph R.
Biden, Jr.. of the State of Delaware ve-
ceived 13 votes for President and
KAMALA D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 13 votes Ior Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Llhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of the vote of the Commonweallh
of Virginia that the teller has verified
as appearing regular in form and au-
thentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Washington.
the Parliamentarian has advised, is the
only certificate of vote from that State
that purports to be a return from the
State and that has a certificate of an
authority from the same State pur-
porting Lo appeoint or ascertain elec-
tors.,

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the ceriificate of the electoral
vote of the Siate of Washington seems
lo be regular in form and authentic.
and it appears Lbherefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 12 votes for President and
Kawvarna D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-

fornia received 12 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.
The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there

any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of the vole of the State of Wash-
ington that the teller has verified and
appears L0 be regular in form and aw-
thentiv?

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOQUSE

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Hearing
none, this certificate from West Vir-
ginia. the Parliamentarian has advised.
is the only certificate of vote from that
State that purports to he a return from
the State and that has annexed to il a
certificate of an authority from the
State purporting o appoint or ascer-
tain electors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of ILLINOIS.
Mr. President. the certificate of the
electoral vote of the State of West Vir-
ginia seems {0 he regular in form and
authentic, and it appears therefrom
that Donald J. Trump of the State of
Florida received 5 votes for President
and MICHABL R. PEXNCE of the State of
Indiana received § votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of the vole for the Slate of West
Virginia thatl the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tie?

There was 1o objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Wisconsin,
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate from that State that
purports to be a return from the State
and that has annexed to it a certificate
of an aulhority from the State pur-
porting to appoint or ascertain elec-
Ltors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificale of the electoral vote of the
State of Wisconsin seems Lo be regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of
the State of Delaware received 10 voles
for President and KaMaLa D. HARRIS of
the State of California received 10
votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does the gentleman from Texas
rise?

Mr, GOHMERT. Mr. President., I ob-
ject to the electoral votes of the State
of Wisconsin because 71 House Mem-
bers. all of who condemu violence as we
witnessed soday. are firmly commitied
to the resolution of disagreements in
civil, lawful, peaceful institutions with
full and fair debale, free of violence.
And though not a single court has al-
lowed an evidentiary hearing ic listen
t¢ the significant body of evidence of
iraud. and though somse seize on the
court's failure Lo misrepresent that no
court would listen to the evidence as
saying evidence did not exist; while
Democrat leaders in Milwaukee ille-
gally and unconstitutionally created
more than 200 illegal polling places:
tens of thousands of voles were
changed by workers, despite election
workers' objections, plus so many
other illegalities Lo fraudulently create
2 20.000-vote lead. we object. along with
a Senator who now has withdrawn his
objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Sections 15
and 17 of title 3 of the United Slates
Code require that any objeciion he pre-
sented in writing. signed by a Member
of the House of Representalives and a
Senator.
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1s the objection in writing and signed
by a Member and a Senalor?

Mr. GOHMERT. I{ is in writing. It is
signed byv a Bember. bul it is not
signed and ohjecled to hy a Senator.
Mr. President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. In that case.
the objection cannot be entertained.

This certificate from Wyoming. the
Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificale of vole from that State
and purports Lo be a return from the
State and has annexed to it the certifi-
calte of an authority from ihe same
State purporting to appoint or ascer-
tain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificale of the electoral vote of the
State of Wyoming seems to be regular
in form and authentic, and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 3 votes for
President and MicHARL R, PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 3 votes for
Vice Presidenl.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjeclions Lo counting a certifi-
cate of the vole of the State of Wyo-
ming that the Leller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. the Chair advises Members of
Congress the certificates having been
read, the tellers will ascertain and de-
liver the resull to the President of the
Senate.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. The under-
signed. RoY BLUNT and AMY KLo-
BUCHAR, tellers on the part of the SBen-
ate: ZOE LOFGREN and RODNEY Davis,
teliers on the parl of Lhe House of Rep-
resentatives. report the following as
the result of the ascertainment and
counting of the electoral wvotes for
President and Vice President of the
United States for the term beginning
on the 20th day of January. 2021. The
report we make is that Joe Biden and
KAMALA HARRIS will be the President
and the Vice Presidenti, according to
the ballots that have been given {0 us.

The tellers delivered o the President
of the Senate the following statement
of results:

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS FOR THE COUNTING

OF THE ELECTORAL VOTES FOR PRESIDENT

AND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE URITED
STATES - OFFITIAL TALLY
The undersigned. RoOY BLUNT and

AMY KLOBUCHAR tellers on the part of
the Senate. ZOBE LOPEREN and RODNEY
Davis tellers on the part of the House
of Representatives, report lhe fol-
lowing as Lhe result of the ascertain-
menl and counting of the electoral
voble for President and Vice President
of Lhe United States for the term be-
ginning on the twentieth day of Janu~
ary. two thousand and twenty one.

For President For Yice Presudent
Elecloral yoies
of each Siate Jaseph R | Doald ). | Kemala | Michse!
Biflen. Tromp b Hamis | R Pensz

Algpame—a 9 9
Aaska—3 . 3 3
Arzona—1L . uy .. i
Akansas—5 5 ]
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55

Josepk R
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[FIYWORTES

Lahforme—55
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Delaware—3 . 3
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Louisiana—g .
Mane—3 . 3
Maylaad—10 ... . Jig 1
Massachusetis—11 . 1t . i
Michigan—15 . . . i3 . 16
dhnnesata—ig .. . 10 . 3
Messissippi—F
thssonri—10 . e 1
Youtane—3 e
Nebraska—5 1
Hevade—5 . b
New Hampshie—d . f
5
5
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Hew Jorsey—14 . 1
New Mexico—5 .
Rew York—29 . . 2 . 2
Ranth Carglng—15 . 13 . 15
ot Dakela—3 E 3 P 3
Ghio—18 . . 18 s 13
Oklahoma—7 . R
Oregon—7 . .. . it ]
Pennsylvanie—20 27 .. 26
Rhode {sland—3 H . 4
Seuth Carolnz—~34
Sauth Dekole—3

Vermont—3 . 3 . 3
Vrgmia—13 371 . 13
Weshington—12 12 2
West Vagmia—5 3 5
Wiscansi—10 16 i R
Womisg—3 .. 3 e 3

Total—338 8 308 232

RoY BLUNT,
AMY KLOBUCHAR,
Tellers on the pari of
the Senate.
ZOE LOFGREN,
RODNEY DAVIS.
Teflers on (he part of
i{he House of Rep-
resentalives.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The state of
the vote for President of the United
Slates. as delivered to the President of
the Senate. is as follows:

The whole number of the electors ap-
pointed to vole for President of the
United Stales is 538, of which a major-
iLy is 270.

Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of the state of
Delaware, has received for President of
the United States 306 votes;

Donald J. Trump. of the state of
Florida. has received 232 votes:

The state of the vote for Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, as deliverad
Lo the Presideni of the Senate. is as
follows:

The whole numher of Lhe electors ap-
pointed to vote for Vice President of
the United States is 538. of which a ma-
jority is 270.

KaMaLa D, HarR1s. of the state of
California, has received for Vice Presi-
dent of the United States 308 voles:

MICHAEL R. PEXNCE. of the slate of In-
diana. has received 232 votes.

This announcement of the state of
the vote by the President of the Senate
shall be deemed a sufficient declara-
tion of the persons elected President
and Vice President of the TUnited
States. each for lhe term beginning on
the twentieth day of January. iwo
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thousand and Lwenly one. and shall be
entered. together with the list of the
votes, on Lthe Journals of the Senate
and House of Represeniatives.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The whole
number of eleclors appointed L0 vole
for President of the United Stales is
538. Within that whole number. a ma-
jority is 270.

The votes for President of the United
States are as follows:

Joseph R. Biden. Jr., of the State of
Delaware has received 308 votes.

Donald J. Trump of the Staie of Flor-
ida has received 232 votes. :

The whole number of electors ap-
poinled to voie for Vice President of
the United Stales is 538. Within that
whole number. 2 majority is 270,

The votes for Vice President of the
United States are as follows:

KaMALA D, HARRIS of the State of
California has received 306 votes.

Michael R. Pence of the State of Indi-
ana has received 232 votles.

This announcemenl of lhe slate of
the vole by 1he President of the Senate
shall he deemed a sufficient declara-
tion of the persons elected President
and Vice President of the United
States. each for the term beginning on
the 20th day of January, 2021. and shall
be entered. together with the list of the
voles, on Lhe Journals of the Senate
and House of Representalives.

The Chair now recognizes for the pur-
pose of a closing prayer the 62nd Chap-
lain of the United States Senate. Chap-
lain Barry C. Black.

Chaplain BLACK. Lord of our lives
and sovereign of onr beloved Nation.
we deplore the desecration of the
United States Capitol Building. the
shedding of innocent blood, the loss of
life, and the gquagmire of dysfunction
that threaten our democracy.

These tragedies have reminded us
that words malier and that the power
of life and death is in the tongue. We
have been warned that eternal vigi-
Iance continues to be freedom’s price.

Lord, You have helped us remember
that we need to see in each other a
common humanity that reflects Your
image. You have strengthened our re-
solve to protect and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States against
all enemies domestic, as well as for-
aign.

Use us to bring healing and unity Lo
a hurting and divided Nation and
world. Thank You for what You have
blessed our lawmakers to accomplish
in spite of threats {o iiberty.

Bleas and keep us. Drive far from us
all wrong desires. incline our hearts to
do Your will. and guide our feet on the
path of peace. And God bless America.

We pray in Your sovereign name.

Amen.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The purpose
of the joint session having concluded.
pursuant io Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion 1, 117th Congress. the Chair de-
clares the joint session dissolved.

(Thereupon. at 3 o'clock and 44 min-
ubtes a.m., the joint session of the two
Houses of Congress was dissolved.)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
JACKSON LEE). Pursuant to Senate Con-
curreni. Resolution 1. the electoral vole
will be spread al Iarge upon the Jour-
nal.

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro lempore. Pursu-
ant to section 5a}1xB} of House Reso-
lution 8. the House stands adjourned
until 11 a.m. on Monday, January 11.
2021.

Thereupon (at 3 o'clock and 48 min-
utes a.m. ). under ils previous order. the
House adjourned untlil Monday., Janu-
ary 11. 2021, at 11 a.m.

PUBLIC BILL:S AND RESOLUTIONS

Under c¢lause 2 of rule XII. public
Hills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CLOUD tfor himsell. M1, ALLEX,
My, STEUBE, M. DavIDSOX, Mr.
BERGMAN, Mr. PALMER. Mr. RUTHER-
FURD. and My, BAIRD):

HER. 217. A bill to amend tiile 38. Tnited
Slates Code. 1o direct the Searetary of Vel-
erans Alfairs to enforce the licensure re-
auirement for medical providers of the De-
partment of Veisrans Affairs: to the Com-
mitiee on Veterans' Affairs.

By Mr. PFLUGER (for himself. My
ToxNy GONZALES of Texas, Mrs. BiCE
of Oklaboma. Mr. JACKSON, Ms.
HERRELL, Mr. BABIN. Mr. Rovy, Mr,
CrENsHaw. Mr. FalLLoN. and Mr
ARRINGTON):

H.R. 218. A hill to prohibit the Secretary of
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture
from issuing moratoriums on issuing new oil
and gas leases and drill permils on veriain
Federal lands: to the Committee on Natural
Resourges. and in addition to the Committee
on Agriculture. for a period to be subse-
quently determined hy the Speaker. in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. DOGGETT:

H.R. 218. A bill to amend the Trade Act of
1974 to exclude from eligibility for the gener-
alized system of preferences any country
that fails to effectively enforve its environ-
mental laws or meet [is international epvi-
ronmental obligations. and for other pur-
poses: Lo the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr, EMMER tfor himself and Mr.
RODNEY Davis of Illinois):

H.R. 220. A bill tc make supplemential ap-
propriations (o carry cub farm stress pro-
srams, provide for expediled additional sup-
port under the farmn and ranch stress assisi-
ance nelwork. and loy other purposes: to the
Committee on Aglieniture.

By Ms. ESHOO:

H.R. 221. A bill to amend title 5. United
Stales Code. to modify the oath of office
taken hy individuals in the civil service or
uniformed services, and of other purposes: 1o
the Committge on Oversight and Reform,

By Ms. BSHOOQ for hersell and Mr.
MCEACHINY

H.R. 222, 4 bill to treat the Tuesday nexi
affer the first Monday in November in the
same manner as any legal public holiday for
purpeses of Federal employvment. and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reforn.

By Ar. ESPAILLAT (for himsell and
My, BIREs)

H.R. 223. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Hgalth and Human Services 1o reimburse
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qualified health care providers for the costs
of purchasing. leasing. installing. and oper-
ating qualified equipment for cold storage of
COVID-19 vaceines: to the Committee on En-
ergy and Comnierve.
By Ms. GARCIA of Texas dor herself.
Mr. CAsTrO of Texas, My, BABIN, Mr.
VELA. Ms. JOENSON of Texas, Ms.
JACKSON LEE. Mr. Rot. Mr. VEASEY,
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. WILLIAMsS of Texas.
and Mr. GneeN of Texas):

H.ER. 224 A bill to designate the [acility of
the United States Postal Service located at
5302 Galveston Road in Houston. Texas. as
the ~Vanessa Guillén Post Olfice Building™:
Lo the Committee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. GRIFFITH:

H.R. 225. A bill Lo amend chapter 44 of title
18. TUnited States Code, to more comprehen-
sively address the interstate transportation
of frearms or ammunition: to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. GRIFFITH;

H.R. 226. A bill to direcl the United States
Postal Service to designate a single. unigue
ZIP Code for Fairlawn, Virginia., and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform.

By Mr. HASTINGS (for himsell and
Krs, Havesh

H.R. 227. A bill 1o provide dedicated fund-
ing for ithe national inflrastiuctuore invest-
ment program and the capital investment
grant program. and for other purposes: to the
Conmimitiee on Transportation and Infra-
sirueture. aad in addition to the Commiltee
on Ways and Means. for a period to be snbse-
quently determined by the Speaker. in eagh
vase for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committes
concerned.

By Mr. LAMALFA:

H.R. 228. A bill to designale the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2141 Ferry Streei in Anderson. California. as
the *“Norma Comnick Post Offive Building "
10 the Committee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 228. A hill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to prohibit a can-
didate for election for Federal olfice from
usging amounts contributed to the can-
didate’s campaign Lo make payments 10 ven-
dors owned or controlled by the candidate or
by an immediate family member of the can-
didate! to the Committee on House Adminis-
iration.

By Mr, RUIZ:

H.R. 230, A hill to prohibit the use of funds
provided for the official travel expenses of
Members of Congress and other officers and
employees of the legislative branch for air-
line accommodations which are nel coach-
class accommodations. and lor other pur-
poses: Lo the Committee on House Adminis-
iration.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 231. A bill Lo prevent the enrichment
of certain Government officers and employ-
ees or their families through Federal funds
or contracting. and for other purposes: to the
Commitlee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 232. A bill to amend the Ethies in Gov-
ernment Act of 1978 16 require the President.
Vige President. and Cabinet-level officers to
release their {ax returns, and for other pur-
poses; to the Commiltee on Ways and Means.
and in addilion ie the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker. In each
caxe for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the commiites
concerned.

By Mr. STEIL tfor himself and Ms,
DEAN):

H.R. 233. A bhill to amend lhe Traflicking

Vietims Protection act of 2000 to include fi-
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nancial eriminal activities associated with
the facilitation of severe fosms of trafficking
in persons within the factors vonsidered as
indivia of serious and sustained efforts to
eliminate severe forms of trafficking in per-
sons, and for other purposes: to the Com-
mitice on Foreign Affairs,
By Mr. TAKANOD:

H.R. 234, A bhill to amend title 38. United
Siates Code. to treat certain individuals who
served in Vietnam as a member of the armed
forves of the Republic of Korea as a veteran
of the Armed Forcges of the United States for
purposes of the provision of health care by
the Department of Veterans Affairs; to the
Comimitiee on Vetgrans” Affairs.

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ for herself. Mrs.
CarolyN B, MALONEY of New York,
My, EsPALLAT. Ms. MeNG, Mr, Nab-
LER. Ms. OCASIO-CorTRZ. Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Mr. JEFrains, Miss Rice
of New York, and Mr. SUOZZIx

HR. 285. A Bill to authorize additional
monies to the Public Housing Capilal Fund
of the Department of Housing and Trban De-
velopment, and for other purposes: to the
Comimittee on Finaneial Services.

By Mr. DOGGETT (lov himsell and Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey )k

H. Res. 20. A resoluotion expressing support
for the goals and ideals of “National Hydro-
cephalus Awareness Month™: to the Com-
mitiee on Energy and Commerce.

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granied to Copgress in Lhe Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. CLOTUD:

H.R. 217.

Congress has the power to enact Lhis legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8. Clause 17

“To make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Bxecu-
fiont the forewoing Powers, and all other
Powers vested by this Constitution in the
Government of the United States. or in any
Department or Officay thereof.”

By My, PFLUGER:

H.R. 218,

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1. Ssction 8

By Mr. DOGGETT:

H.R. 218,

Congzress has the powser to enact this legis
Iation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States of America. The Congress
shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes,
Duties, Imposts and Exvises. to pay the
Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States: but
all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uni-
form throughout Lhe Tnlled States.

By Mr. EMMER:

H.R. 220,

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuani to the following:

Article 1. Section 8

By Ms, ESHOO:

HE.R. 221.

Congress has the power (0 enavt this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of article VI of the Constitution.

In McCulloch v. Maryiand., 17 T.S. 318
{1819y, the Supreme Court stated. —Yet he
would be vharged with insanity who should
eontend that the lewislature might nol
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superadd to the oath directed by the Con-
stitution such other oath of office as its wis-
dom might suggest.””

By Ms. ESHOO:

H.R. 222,

Congress has the power 10 enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the Iollowing:

Article I, Section 4 of Lhe Constituiion

By Mr. ESPAILLAT:

H.R, 223.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to Lhe following:

Article One of the Taited States Constitu-
tion. sevtion 8. clause 18:

The Congress shall have Power—To make
all Laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into Execution lhe foregoing
Powers. and all other Powers vested Dy this
Constitution in the QGovermment of the
Tnited States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof

By Ms. GARCIA of Texas:

H.R. 224,

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Articte I, Section 8, Clause 7@ {The Con-
gress shall hdave Power . . .] To establish
Post Offices and post Roads

By Mr. GRIFFITH:

H.R. 225,

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granied Lo Congress under Article I. Section
8 of the United States Constilution.

By Mr, GRIFFITH:

H.R. 226.

Congress has the power io enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Ar{icle 1. Section
8. Clause 7 of the United States Constitution.

By Myr. HASTINGS:

H.R. 227.

Congress has the power Lo enact this legis-
Iation pursuant 1o the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. LaMALFA:

H.R. 228.

Congress has the power Lo enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R, 228.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the foliowing:

Article 1. section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
TUnited States Constilution. to provide for
the general welfare and make gll Iaws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of
Congress.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 230.

Congress has the power to enact Lhis legis-
lation pursuant ic the following:

Article I, section 8. Clauses 1 and 18 of the
Tnited States Conslitution, to provide flor
the geperal welfare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of
Congress.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 231.

Congress has the power o enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitutiom. to provide for
the general wellare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of
Congress.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 232

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the {ollowing:

Article I section 8. Clauses I and 18 of the
United States Constitulion. Lo provide for
the general weliare and make all laws nec¢-
essary and proper (o carry out the powers of
Congress.
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By Mr. STEIL:
H.R. 233.
Congress has the power Lo enact this legis-
lation pursuant Lo Lthe following:
Article I. Section 8. Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution
By Mr. TAKANO:
H.R. 234.
Congress has Lthe power 1o enact this legis-
lalion pursuant to the follewing:
Article 1. Section 8
By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:
H.R. 235.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
laiion pursuant (o the following:
Article 1. Section 8. Clause 1
The Congress shall have Power Lo . . . pro-
vide for the weneral Weliare of Lhe
United States:. . .
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ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XIL sponsors
were added io public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 24: Mr. BURGESS.

HR. 26 Mr. BALDERsON. Mr. BANKs. Mr,
BILIRAKTS. My, CoLg, Mr. RODREY Davls of 1i-
linois. Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr., FLEISCHMANN,
My, GROTIMAX., Mr. GUTHRIE. Mrs. HINsSOX.
Mr. Jonssoy of South Dakota, Mr. LAMALPA.
Mr. LAPTA. Mr. MCHERRY. Mrs. RODGERS of
Washington, M. PFLUGER. Mr. RUTHERFORD.
Mr. SCHEWHIKERT. Mr. WRIGHT, and My
STAURER,

H.R. 40: Mr. Price of North Carolina, Mr.
CasTho of Texas, Mr. TORREs of New Yok,
and Mr. SauTE of Washington.,

H.R, 51 Mr. HASTINGS.

H.ER. 82: Mr. KTNAINGER: My, Pricw of North
Caroiina. and Mr. BURGEsS.
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H.R. 97 BMs. W, s, Esioo. My
TARDENAs, Mr, JonnNsoN of Georgia. Mr.
TARGas, My, MEEKRs, Ms., CLapxe of New

York., Mr. EvanNs. Ms. KRLLY of Illinois, Mr.
KHANNA, Mr, GRIJALVA, DS, MOCOLLUM. MIs.
LAWRENCE., Mr. List. Ms. PNgRER. Ms
EscoBar, Mr. Hasvings, Mr., Rasxn. Ms
Bass, Mr. PAYNE. Myr. BLUMENAUER., Mis.
WATRON COLEMAN, Mr. TRONE. My. RUSH. Mr.
PocaN, My. Broww, Mr. Toxxo, Ms. SCaANLox,
Mr. LOWENTHAL. Ms, MEXG. Mr, CoOPER. Ms.
Lorekex. Mrs. TRaHax. Ms. CHU. Mrs. Caro-
LYN B. MALONEY of New York. Mr. BEYER,
Mr. MaLINOWSKL Ms. DEAN, Ms. SPEIER. Mr.
COHEN, and Mr. LEVIN of Michigan.

H.E. 173: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Nr. HASTINGS,
Mr. Svozzl. ¥s. NORTON. and Ms. Garcia of
Texas.

H.,J, Res. 12: Mr. HERN. Mr. LaHooD. Mr.
WRIGHT, Mr, FULCHER., Mr. DoxNaLDs. By
BURCHETT. and Mrs. WAGNER,
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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE | |/~ CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

of America
Vel 167 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021 No. 4

The Senate met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by Lhe President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY!L

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered Lhe following prayer:

Lel us pray.

Almighty God, have compassion on
us with Your uafailing love. As owr
lawmakers prepare to formally certify
the voles cast by the electoral college,
be present with them. Guide our legis-
lators with Your wisdom and truth as
they seek to meel the requirements of
the U.8. Constitution. Lord, inspire
them 1o seize this opportunity to dem-
onstrate o the Nation and world how
the democratic process can be done
properly and in an orderly manner.
Help them to remember that history is
a faithful stenographer. and so are
You.

We pray In Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

i N N ——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiden{ pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance. as follows:

I pledge allegianve to the Flag of the
Cniiled States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands. one nation under God.
indivisible. with Iiberty and justice for all.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (3Mr.
LANKFORD). Under the previous order.
the leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER., Under
the previous order, the Senale will be
in a period of morning business. with
Senators permiited to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

Senate

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF
THE SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid he-
fore the Senate lhe Tollowing letter
from the Secretary of the Senate.
which was ordered to lie on Lhe table:

Drar M. PRESIDENT: On Tuesday, January
5. 2021. the President of the United States
sent hy messenger the attached sealed enve-
lope addresssd to the President of the Senate
dated January 5. 2021, said to contain a mes-
sage lregarding additional steps addressing
the threal posed by applications and other
software developed or controiled by Chinese
companies. The Senate not being in session
on the day which the President delivered
this message. I accepted the message at 5:00
p.., and I now present Lo you the Presi-
dent’s message. with the accompanying pa-
pers, for disposition by the Senate.

Respectlully,
JULIE A, ADAMS,
Sveretury of the Senaie.

The PRESIDING QFFICER. The Sen~
ator from Iowa.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 11

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 1 un~
derstand there is a bill at the desk that
is due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill hy title for the
second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill {(S. 11} to provide for an exception to
a limitation against appoinfanent of persons
&8s Becretary of Defense within seven years of
velief front active duty as a regular commis-
sioned officer of the Armed Forces.

Mr. GRASSLEY. In order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rude XIV. I would ohject to
its further reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard. the Lill will be
placed on the calendar.

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 13

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President. I un-
derstand there is a hill at the desk, and
I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Bbill ¢8. 13) to estahlish an advisory com-
mittee Lte make recommendaticns on im-
provements to the security, infegrity. and
administration of Federal eleclions.

Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. President. I now
ask unanimous consent Ior a second
reading. and in order Lo place Lhe bill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV. I object to my own requesL.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard. the bhill will re-
celve its second reading on lhe next
legislative day.

JOINT BESSION OF THE TWO
HOUSES—COUNTING OF ELEC-
TORAL BALLOTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the provisions of S. Con. Res. 1. the
Senate will now proceed as a body 1o
the Hall of the House of Representla-
tives for the counting of the electoral
ballots.

Thereupon, the Senate. at 12:51 p.m..
preceded by the Secretary of the Sen-
ate. Julis K. Adams. and the Deputly
Sergeani at Arms, Jennifer Heming-
way. proceeded to the Hall of the House
of Representatives for the purpose of
counting electoral ballots.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant to
S. Con. Res. 1 and section 17. title IN.
U.S. Code. when the Lwo Houses with-
draw from the joint session Lo count
the electoral vole for separale consid-
eration of an ohjection. a Senalor may
speak 1o the objection for 5 minntes
and not more than once. Debate shall
not exceed 2 hours, after which the
Chair will pul the guestion: Shall the
objection bhe sustained?

8 This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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The clerk will report iLhe objeclion
made in the joint session.

The senior assistantl legislative clerk
read as follows:

Ohjection from Representative GosAR from
Arizona and Senator CRUZ and others, "We. 2
Member of the House of Representatives and
a United States Senator, object Lo the count-
ing of the elecloral votes of the State of Avi-
zona on the ground that they were not. under
all of the known circamstances, regularly
given.”

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader is recognized.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr. MCCONNELIL. Mr. President, I
ask nnanimous consent that the major-
ity leader and the Democratic leader
be allowed to speak and that following
their remarks. Lthe majority leader and
the Democralic leader each control up
to 1 hour of debate time and he author-
ized to yield up to 5 minutes of that
time t0 any Senator seeking recogni-
tion. Further. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senators be permitted Lo in-
sert statements into the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is Lhers
cohjection?

Without objeclion. il is so orderad.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

CHALLENGE TO THE ELECTORAL
COLLEGE

Mr, MCCONNELL. Mr. President. we
are debating a step that has never been
taken in American history: wheiher
Congress should overrule the voters
and overturn a Presidential election.

1 have served 36 years in the Senale.
This will be the most importanl vote I
have ever cast.

President Trump claims the eleciion
was stolen. The assertions range from
specific local allegations. to constitu-
tional arguments. (o sweeping con-
spiracy theories. I supported the Presi-
denl’s right to use the legal system.
Dozens of lawsuits received hearings in
courtrooms all across our country. bul
gver and over, courts rejected lhese
claims. including all-star judges whom
Lhe President himself nominated.

Every election. we know., featuves
some illegality and irregularity. and.
of course. that is unacceptable.

I support strong State-led voting re-
forms. Last year’s bizarre pandemic
procedures must not become the new
norm. Bul. my colleagues. nothing he-
fore us proves illegality anywhere near
the massive scale—lhe massive scale
that would have tipped the entire elec-
tion. nor can public doubt alone justify
a radical break when Lhe doubt itself
was incited without any evidences.

The Constitution gives us here in
Congress a limited role. We cannot
simply declare ourselves a national
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board of elections on steroids, The vot-
ers, the courts. and the States have all
spoken. They have all spoken. If we
overrule them. it would damage our
Repuhlic forever.

This election aclually was not unusu-
ally close. Just in recenl hisiory. 1976.
2000. and 2004 were all closer than Lhis
one. The electoral college margin is al-
most identical 10 what it was in 2016, IT
this elaction.were overturned by mere
allegations from the losing side. our
democracy would enter a death spiral
We would never see the whole Nation
accept an election again. Every 4 vears
would be a scramble for power al any
cost. The electoral college. which most
of us on this side heen have defending
for years. would cease to exist, leaving
many of our States with no real say at
all in choosing a Preszident.

The effects would go even beyond the
elactions themselves. Self-government.
my colleagues. requires a shared com-
mitment to the truth and a shared re-
spect. for the ground rules of our sys-
tem. We cannoit keep drifting apart
into two separate tribes with a sepa-
rate set of facts and separate realities
with nothing in common except our
hostility loward each other and mis
trust for the few nalional institutions
that we all slill share.

Every time—every time in the last 30
years that Democrats have lost a Pres-
idential race, they have tried a chal-
lenge just Iike this—afier 2000. after
2004, and after 2016. After 2004, a Sen-
ator joined and forced the same debate.
And. believe il or not. Democrats like
Harry Reid., DICK DURBIN. and Hillary
Clinton praised—ypraised and applauded
{he slunt. Republicans condemned
those haseless efforis back then. and
we just spent 4 years condemning
Democrals® shameful attacks on the
validity of President Trump's own elec-
tion. So there can be no double stand-
ard. The media thal is cutraged today
spent 4 years aiding and abetting bthe
Democrals’ attacks on our institutions
after they losti.

Bub we musl not imitale and escalate
whal we repudiate. Our duty is to gov-
ern for the public good. The United
States Senate has a higher ¢alling than
an endless spiral of partisan vengeance.

Congress will either overrule the vot-
ers. the States, and the courts for the
first, time ever or honor the people’s de-
cisien. We will either guarantee Demo-
crats’ delegitimizing efforts afier 2018
hecame a permanent new routine for
both sides or declare that our Nation
deserves a lot hebter than this, We will
either hasten down a poisonous path
where only the winners of elections ac-
tually accept the results or show we
can still muster the patrictic courage
that our forebears showed not only in
victory but in defeat.

The Framers built the Senate to slop
short-term passions from hoiling over
and melting the foundations of our Re-
public. So I believe prolecting our von-
stitutional order requives respecting
the limits of our own power. It would
he unfair and wrong to disenfranchise
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American volers and overrule the
courts and the States on Lhis extraor-
dinarily thin basis, and I will not pre-
tend such a vote would be a harmless
probest gesture while relyving on others
to do Lhe right thing. I will vole to re-
spect the people’s decision and defend
ocur system of government as we know
il.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
eralic leader is recognized.
T R ——

CHALLENGE TO THE ELECTORAL
COLLEGE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Vice President.
as prescribed by the Constitution and
the laws of the Nation, the purpose of
this joint session is for lellers. ap-
pointed on a bipartisan basis by the
Lwo Houses, 1o read to the Congress the
results of an election thatl has already
happened. We are here to receive an an-
nouncement of a vote that has already
been ceritified by every State in the
Union and confirmed by the courts
many limes—many Limes over. We are
here to watch the current Vice Presi-
dent open envelopes and receive the
news of a verdict that has already been
rendered. It is a soclemn and august oc-
casion, no doubt. but it is a formality.

The Congress does not determine the
cutcome of elections: the people do.
The Congress is not endowed with the
power to administer elections: our
States are given that power.

By the end of the proceedings today.
there will be confirmed once again
something that is well known and well
seliled: The American people elected
Joe Biden and Kamara HARRIS to be
the nexl President and Vice President
of the Uniled Stales. Yet a number of
our colleagues have organized an effort
to undermine and object to that free
and fair election. They are in the mi-
nority. They will lose: they know that.
They have no evidence of widespread
voler fraud upon which to base their
objeclions. That is because there is
none. There is none. not brought before
any of the courts successiully.

They know ithat President Trump
and his aliies have suffered a defeat in
court: after court across the country.
losing no fewer than 62 legal chal-
lenges, And, I might add, many Repub-
lican-appoinied judges—some ap-
pointed by President Trump—rendered
those decisions.

They know—you all know—{hal Joe
Biden and KEaAMALA HARRIS are going o
be sworn in as Piresident and Vice
President of the United States on Jan-
uary 20. but they are going to object to
the counting of the vote anyway. and
in the process. they will embarrass
themselves, they will embarrass their
party, and worst of all, they will em-
barrass their country.

This insurrsetion was fortunately
discouraged by the leadership of the
majority party. but it was not guelled.
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I{ is a very sad comment on our times
that merely accepting the results of an
election is considered an acl of polit-
ical courage. Sadder and more dan-
gerous still is the faet that an element
of the Republican Parly believes their
political wviability hinges on the en-
dorsement of an attempied coup. that
anyone—much less an elected official—
would be willing to tarnish our democ-
racy in order to burnish their personal
political fortunes.

QOver the course of the afterncon and
however far into the evening this band
of Republic objectors wants to take us.
Senators of good will from both sides of
the aisle will explain why these chal-
lenges must be dismissed. The Senalors
rom States whose electoral votes are
heing challenged will explain how the
allegations of fraud are haseless. And a
substantial bipartisan majority must
vote to put down Lhese objections and
defend the sanctity of our elections and
indeed—and indeed—our great and
grand democracy because thal is what
we are talking about today: the health
of power democracy. lhis wonderful.
beautiful. grand democracy where the
peaceful passing of the tor¢h is
extolied by schoolchildren in the sec-
ond grade but not by some here.

As we speak. half of our volers are
being conditioned by ithe oulgoing
Presidenl to helieve lhal when his
party loses an election. the results
must not he legitimate.

As we speak, the eyes of the world
are on this Chamber, guestioning
whether America is still the shining
example of democracy. the shining city
on the Hill.

What message will we send today Lo
our people. to the world thal has so
looked up to us for centuries? What
message will we send to fledgling de-
mocracies who study our Constitution.
mirror our laws and traditions in the
hopes that bthey. too, can build a coun-
try ruled by lhe consent of the gov-
erned?

What message will we send Lo Lhose
countries where democratic values are
under assault and look to us Lo see if
those wvalues are siill worth fighting
for?

What message will we send to every
dark corner of the world where human
rights are betrayed. elections are sto-
len. human dignity denied?

What will we show those people? Will
we show Lhose pecple that there is a
better way o ensure liberty and oppor-
tunity of hurmankind?

Sadly. a smsll band of Republican ob-
jectors may darken the view of our de-
mocracy today. bui a larger group of
Senators and House Members from
hoth sides of the aisle can send a mes-
sage, Loo; that democracy heats deep in
the hearts of our citizens and our elect-
ed representatives; thal we are a coun-
iry of laws and of not men: thal our
traditions are not so easily discarded.
even by our Presideni: thal facls matl-
ter: thal truth matters: thal while de-
mocracy allows free speech and free ex-
presgion. even if thai expression Is
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antidemocratic. there will always. al-
ways be—praise God—a far broader and
stronger coalition ready to push hack
and defend everything we hold dear.

We can send thal message today by
voting in large and overwhelining num-
bers to defeat Lhese objections. My col-
leagues, we each swore an calh just 3
days ago that we would defend and sup-
port Lhe Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic: thal we would bear true faith
and allegiance to the same.

We swore that we took this obliga-
tion freely. without any mental res-
ervakion or purpose of svasion, and
that we could well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office we were
aboul Lo enter. so help us God.

The precise words of thal cath were
shortly written after the Civil War.
when the ides of true faith and alle-
wiance to this country and its Con-
stitution took on enormous meaning.
Let those words ring in the esars of
every Senator itcday. Let us do our
duty to support and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States. sc help
us God.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

My, MCCONNELL. Wr. President. I
vield up to 5 minutes to the Senator
Irom Texas, Senator CRUZ.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from Texas.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President. we gather
together at a moment of great division.
al a moment of great passion. We have
seen and. no doubt, will continue to see
a great deal of moralizing from both
sides of the aisle. hut I would urge to
both sides perhaps a bit less certitude
and a bit more recognition that we are
gathered at a time when democracy is
in crisis.

Receni polling shows that 39 percent
of Americans believe the election that
just occurred “was rigged.” Yo may
nob agree with that assessnient. but it
is, nonelheless. a reality for nearly half
ihe country.

I would note il is not just Repub-
licans who believe that, Thirty-one
percent of Independents agree with
that statement. Seventeen perceni of
Democrats helieve the election was
rigged. BEven if you do nol share that
conviction. it is the responsibility, 1
believe, of this office L0 acknowledge
that is a profound threal t¢ Lhis coun-
iry and ito the legitimacy of any ad-
ministrations thal will come in the fu-
fure.

I want to take a moment to speak to
my Democratic colleagues. I under-
stand. Your guy is winning right now.
If Democrats vote as a bloc. Joe Biden
will almost certainly he certified as
the mnext President of the United
Stales,

I want to speak Lo the Republicans
who are considering woting against
these objections. I understand vour
concerns. but I urge you 1o pause and
think: What does it say to the nearly
lhalf the country that helieves this elec-
tion was rigged if we vole not even Lo
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consifler the claims of illegality and
fraud in {his election?

And I believe there is a belter way.
The lIzaders just spoke aboul setiing
aside the election. Let me he clear. 1
am not arguing for selting aside the re-
sult of this election. All of us are faced
with two choices. both of which are
lousy. One choice is vole against the
objection. and tens of millions of
Americans will see & vote against the
objection as a statement that wvoter
fraud doesn't matler. isn't real, and
shouldn't be taken seriously. And a
great many of us don't helieve that.

On the other hand, mosb. if not. all. of
us believe we should not set aside the
results of an election just because our
candidate may not have prevailed. So I
endeavored to look for door No. 3. a
third option. and for that I looked (o
history. to the precedent of the 1876
election, the Hayes-Tilden -election.
where this Congress appointed an elec-
toral commission to examine claims of
voter fraud.

Five House Members, {ive Senators,
five Supreme Court Justices examined
the evidence and rendered a judgment.
What I would urge of this body is thal
we do the same: thalt we appoint an
electoral commission to conduct a 10-
day emergency audit, consider the evi-
dencve, and resolve the claims.

For those in the Democralic ailsle
who say there is no evidence, they have
heen rejected. then wou should rest in
comfiori. If thal is the case. an elec-
toral commission would reject those
claims.

But for those who respect the voters.
simply telling the voters. "Go jump in
a lake; the fact that you have deep con-
cerns is of no moment to us” that
jeopardizes. I believe. the legitimacy of
this and subsequent elections.

The Consititution gives to Congress
the responsibility Lhis day to count the
votes. The Framers knew whal they
were doing when they gave responsibil-
ities to Congress. We have a responsi-
bility. and I would urge that we follow
the precedeni of 1877. The Electoral
Count Act explicitly allows objections
such as this one for votes that were not
regularly given.

Let me be clear. This objectlion is for
the State of Arizona. bul it is broader
than that. It is an objection for all six
of the contested States Lo have a cred-
ible. objective. impartial body hear the
evidenee and make a conclusive deter-
mination. That would benefil bhoth
sides. That would improve the legit-
imacy of this election.

So let me urge my colleagues: A1l of
us take our respousibility seriously. I
would urge my colleagues: Don't take.
perhaps, ihe easy path, but, instead.
act together. Astonish the viewers and
act in a bipartisan sense to say we will
have a credible and fair tribunal. con-
sider the claims. consider the facts.
consider the evidence. and make a con-
clusive determination whether and to
what extent this election complied
with the Constitution and with Federal
law,
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Mr. SCHUMER. Senator KLOBUCHAR.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
{from Minnesota.

Ms. KLOBUCHEHAR., Mr. President. 1
first would like to say I appreciate the
words of our leader, Senalor SCHUMER,
as well as Senalor MCCONNELL's call
for a higher calling.

January 6 is not typically a day of
hislorical significance for our country.
For cenfuries. this day is simply the
day that we receive each Stale's cer-
tified electoral votes. and it has come
and gone wilhout much fanfare.

In fact. Lhis is only the third time in
120 years that the Senate has gathered
to debate an objection. and as Senator
CrUZ well knows, both times these ob-
jections were resoundingly defeated.
The last time the vote was 74 to 1.

Why? Because Senators have long be-
lieved that they shonld nol mess
arovnd with the will of the people.
Theyv have undersi.ocod the words of our
greal former colleague John MceCain
{from the State of Arizona., who once
said that nothing in life is more liber-
aling than Lo fight for a cause larger
than yourself.

in this case. my colleagues. our
cause, despite our political differsnces.
is Lo preserve our American democ-
racy. bo preserve our Republic hecause.
as someone once said long age. it is a
repulilic if you can keep it.

Now. I appreciate all my Demovratic
and Republican colleagues who have
joined our ranks of coup fighters. who
have stood up for our democracy. who
stand tall for our Repuhlic, and who be-
lieve in an ideal grealer than ourselves,
larger than our political parties. That
ideal is America.

And Senator CRUZ, he knows this: On
January 20. Joe Biden and KaMaLa
HAaRRIS will be sworn in as President
and Vice President of the United
Slates. He knows that President-Elect
Biden won more voites than any Presi-
dent in history and more than 7 million
more voles than President Trump.

Despite the unfounded conspiracy
theories Senator CRUZ tells. he knows
thal high-ranking officials in President
Trump's cwn Homeland Security De-
partment have concluded that the 2020
election was “"the most secure in Amer-
ican history.”

If he wants to improve the numbers
in his own party that he just men-
tioned of people believing in our elec-
tions. maybe he should start con-
sulting with them or maybe he should
start consulting with former Atlorney
General Barr. who said thai he has
found no evidence of widespread fraud
in the 2020 election.

We don't have Lo go back to 1877, my
colleagues. Senalor CRUZ knows thal 80
judges. including conservative judges,
including judges confirmed in this
Chamber. nominated by President
Trumyp. have thrown oul these law-
suits, walling them baseless. inad-
equale. and contrary both to the plain
meaning of the constitutional text and
common sense.

And he knows that all 1§ living De-
fense Secrelaries. including both of
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Trump's Defense Secretaries—Dick
Chieney, Donald Rumsfeld. William
Cohen—he knows that all of these lead-
ers have come Logether to say thal
these scurrilous attacks on our democ-
facy must stop and we must allow for
a peaceful transition of power.

Senator SINEMA will fill you in on the
specific facls as to why this election
was sound and true in Arizona. bul a
summary: President Trump received
1.661.686 votes in the Stale: President-
Elect Biden won 1.672.143 voles. mean-
ing that he wou the State by 10.457
voles.

On November 30. after Arizena’s Re-
publican Governor. the secreiary of
state. the aliorney general. and the
conservative chief justice of the Ari-
zona Supreme Couri certified the re-
sults of the election. the Governor ac-
tually said:

We do elections well here in Arizona. The
system is sirong.

Eight postelection lawsuils brought
in Arizona to challenge the resulls
were dismissed by judges. Nine Mem-
bers of the House firom Arizona were
elected in the same eleclion, including
four Republicans. Colleagues. I did nol
see Senalor CRUZ over ai the swearing-
in af the House of Representatives last
Sunday asking for an andit. He did notl
slop their swearing-in Decause thsre
was no fraud, and he did not ask for an
audit because we had a fair election.

1 will end with this. My friend ROY
BrLuNT. my fellow Rules Committee
leader. many years ago found a statue,
a bust of a man al the top of a hook-
case. He did research. He went to the
historians. All he could {ind out was
that no one knew who this guy was ex-
cepl that he was a cleric. Hence, the
statue is called "The Unknown Cleric.”

Now, ab 1he time, our leaders thought
this man important enough that lhey
would warrant a statue for him, bul
today n0 one knows who he is. Senator
BLUNT's message to schoolkids and
Senators alike that wvisit his office.
when he shows them the statue: Whal
we do here is more important Lhas who
Wwe are.

Senators, what matters is not our fu-
tures, not our own short-term des-
tinies.

What matlers Is our democracy’s des-
tiny because I think many of us know
people will not. know who we are 100
vears from now or 200 years from pow,
but whal they will know is this: They
will know whal we did today. how we
voted today. Thai is more importani
than who we ave. It is a Republic. if we
can keep it.

Thank you. Mr. President.

1 yield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majorily
leader.

Mr., McCONNELL. I vield up to 5
minules to the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania. Senator TODMEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Pennsylvania.

My. TOOMEY. I intend later to ad-
dress Lhe specifice of Pennsylvanina if
and when an objection is raised in re-
gard Lo Pennsylvania,
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For now, 1 wanl to address my re-
marks to what I think is the funda-
menial question heing posed by the ob-
jectors. and that is. does Congress have
the constitutional authority to decide
which Stales” electoral college voles
should he counted and which should
1ot based on how well we think they
ran Lheir elections? This is what Lhe
obhjectors are really asking us Lo do—to
federalize eleclions by rejecting elec-
toral college votes from States whose
processes they say theyv disapprove of
and thereby having Congress select Lthe
President of the United States instead
of the American people.

The answer, Mr. President. is no.
there is no such authority under the
Constitution. The Constitution assigns
to the States the responsibility to con-
duct elections. It is clear in article I
section 1. It leaves courls wilh the re-
sponsibility Lo adjudicate disputes. and
it assigns to Congress the ministerial
function of counting ballots, except for
exirems circumstances. such as when a
Slate sends competing slates of elec-
tors to Congress. which brings me to
the 1877 President.

Some objectors ¢laim to merely wanl
2, commission to conduct an audit and
then let States decide whelher Lo send
electors. Well., firsi. the situations are
not at all analogous.

In 1877. Congress had befors il two
slates of electors from several States.
There are nc Trump electors from
swing States: there are just Biden elec-
LOrS.

Second. legisiators from the swing
States—ihey have already spoken.
They have made their decision. They
have chosen not Lo send us alternative
sleclors.

Third. a commission—really? It is
completely impractical. and we all
know it, with 14 days to zo before a
constitutionally mandaled inaugura-
tion.

Look at it this way: If the electors
are right and it is Congress’s job to sit
in judgment on Lthe worthiness of the
States electoral processes, what is the
criteria for acceptable electoral proc-
esses? What investigations have been
conducted of these processes? What
body has deemed that certain Slates’
processes are unacceptable? What op-
portunities were these States given (o
challenge the findings? Why are the ob-
jectors objecting only Lo swing States
that President Trump lost? What about
the ones he won? I don’t know—North
Carelina? What about California? They
have ballot harvesting., I am told. If
this is all supposed to be Congress’s
job. you would think we would have an-
swers to these questions and proce-
dures in place because we would have
done this every 4 years. right? But we
don’( because it is not our job.

I¥ we adopt Lhis new precedent that
we sil in judgment of States’ processes.
then we are federalizing the election
law, We would necessarily have Lo es-
tablish the permissible criteria and
rules for the States’ eleclions.

The bhallol harvesting example—it is
illegal in some States: it is encouraged
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in others. Does it become mandalory or
forbidden depending on who is in con-
trol of Congress? And. as the leader
pointed out. it would be the end of the
electoral college. The eleclorrl college
is the miechanism by which the people
select the President. Butl if Congress
gets to decide which States get Lo vote
in the electoral college. then clearly
Congress is electing the President. not
the people. Whichever party controls
both Houses of Congress would control
the Presidency.

The public would never tolerate Con-
gress picking the President instead of
themselves, so they would abolish the
electoral college, as many of our col-
leagues wounld like to do. and the end of
the electoral college. of course. means
the Nation will be governad by 4 hand-
ful of big blue States and regions that
can drum up very large numbers.

My, President. the Constitution does
not assign to Congress the responsi-
bility to judge the worthiness of State
election processes nor its adherence to
ity rules, That is the responsibility of
the States and the courts.

Let me conclude with this. I voted
for President Trump, I puhblicly en-
dorsed President Trump. I campaigned
for President Trump. I did nol want
Joe Biden to win this election. There is
something more important to me than
having my preferred candidate sworn
in as the next President. and that is to
have (he American people’s chosen can-
didate sworn in as the next President.

A fundamental defining feature of 3
democratic republic is the right of the
people Lo elect their own leaders. It is
now our duty. If is our responsibility
to ensure that right is respected in this
election and preserved for future slec-
tions. 1 urge you bo vote against this
objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
ceratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President. the
Senator from lhe great State of Ari-
zona. Senator SINEMA.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Arizona.

Ms. SINEMA. Thank you. My, Presi-
dent.

I rise today to share the facts aboul
Arizona's recent election and to urge
my c¢olieagues Lo step away from divi-
sive polilical rhetoric and siep Lowards
renewing Americans’ faith in our de-
MOCTACY.

The 2020 Arizona election was & suc-
cess. nol for any one party or indi-
vidual hut as a demonstration of the
will of the voters. A record 80 percent
of registered voters participated.
thanks (o local Arizona election offi-
cials who ensured our system worked
and our laws were upheld. Arizona has
offered early voting for more than 100
vears, and our vole-by-mail system in-
cludes strict safeguards. All ballots in-
clude tracking mechanisms and tam-
per-resistant envelopes. Election stalf
are trained to autheutic signatures.
And Arizona imposes severs criminal
punishments for ballot tampering.

The Arizona election produced bipar-
tisan results in which members of both
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parties won races. and these resulls
have bheen confirmed by slakeholders
across the polilical spectrum.

The Republican chairman of the Mar-
icopa Countvy Board of Supervisors
said;

No matter how yvou voted. this election
was  administered with integrity. trans-
parency, and . . | in gecordance with Arizona
State laws,

The Republican speaker of the Ari-
zona Stale House rejected calls for the
legislature Lo overturn the election.
saying:

As a vonservative Republican. T don't like
the results of the presidential election . . .
buat I cannot and will nol entertain a sugges-
tion that we violate cwrrent law to change
the outzome.

Bight challenges contesting the Ari-
zona election were brought Lo Federal
and State courts. All eight were with-
drawn or dismissed, including a unani-
mous ruling hy the Arizona Supreme
Court. The chief justice wrote:

[{Thel challenge [ails to presenl any evi-
dence of misconduet.” [or] ~illegal votes™
. . . let alone establish any degree of fraud or
a suffivient error vale that would nndermine
the ¢ertainty of the slection resuits.

During a recent committee hearing, I
asked a simple ¢uestion of the former
Director of Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security: Did ke find any evi-
dence disputing the integrity or fair-
ness of Arizona's election? His answer
was simple: **No.”

Arizona and our 15 counties should be
congratulated for running a secure
election. Perhaps the most heartening
demonstration of Arizona's election
success I8 Jocelyn from Phoenix.
Jocelyn is 18 years old and was a {irst-
time voter in 2020, So was Rachel from
Tueson and thousand more Arizonans
who for the first Lirne exercised their
constitutional right to decide their
own leaders. Today's challenge to Ari-
zona's glection fails any factual anal-
vsis. More disturbingly. it seeks to rob
Jocelyn and Rachel and more than 3
million Arizonans of a free. fair elec-
tion.

Those of us who are tlrusted with
elected office are firsl and foremost
public rervants. We serve our constifu-
ents. We do not seek to substitute our
persoral ambitions for the will of the
American people, Our system allows
for a contlinuous contest of ideas. And
those voters who support the losing
side of a free, fair election have nol
heen disenfranchised:; rather. they
maintain just as imporiant a voice in
America’s future. Leaders have a duty
to serve all of our constituents, includ-
ing those who voled for other can-
didates.

Greal. leaders in our history faced the
choice of whether to take an action
sirengthening our democracy even if a
differenl action would hetter serve
their political ambitions. Many are re-
vered today hecause they chose cur Re-
public over their self-inierests. includ-
ing my personal hero. Senator John
McCain. Following his Presidential
loss. Senalor McCain said:
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The American peaple have spoken . . . Sen-
ator Obama and I have . . . argued our dif-
ferences. and he has prevailed. . . . Whatever
our differences. we are {eliow Americans.

He spoke to the nearly 60 million
Americans who voted for him. saying:

L is natwal topight Lo feel some dis-
appointment, but tomorrow we must move
beyond it and work togeiher (o get our coun-
try moving again.

Senator McCain was right.

Today we have serious. signifivant
work to do beating this pandemic and
reviving our economy. I urge my vol-
leagues to follow the example of Sen-
ator John McCain and so many others,
reject thiz meritless challenge, and up-
hold the will of Arizona’s voters.

Thank you.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President. I

yvield up to 5 minuies to Lthe Senalor
from Oklahoma. Senalor LANKFORD.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
{rom Oklahomsa.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, in
America, we setile our differences in
elections. What happens if you don't
trust the election count o1 you are con~
cerned that so many courls denisd or
dizsmissed cases within hours after they
were given thousands of pages of evi-
dence?

The reason we have a Congress Lo
settle our Nation's divisions and the
rules of the Senate make sure that
every opinion in the Nation is heard is
so issues like this can be addressed.

The constitutional crisis in our coun-
try right now is that millions of Amer-
icans are being told to sit down and
shutl up. Their opinions matier.

During the elsctoral challenge on
January 8. 2005, Senator Ted Kennedy
stood on this floor and said this. He
said:

1 commend the many thousands of citizens
in Massachusells and other States whe In-
sisted that treating today’s electoral vote
count in Congress as a meaningless ritual
would be an insult to our democracy unless
we register our own proiesl against the obvi-
onsly-flawed voting process that togk place
in so many States, We are hopeful that this
major issue that goes Lo the hearl of our de-
mocracy is now f{irmly implanted on the
agenda for effective action by . . . Congress.

I agree. The U.S. Constitution does
not allow me to assign differeni elec-
tors to a Staie. nor should it. The U.S.
Constitution does not give the option
Lo the Vice President of the United
States to just unilaterally decide
which States are in and out. and it
should not. Bach State decides its elec-
Lors through its people.

A small group of Senators. including
myself. have demanded thatl we not ig-
nore the guesitions that millions of peo-
ple are asking in our Nation. so we
have proposed a constitutional soiu-
tion. Pause the count. Get more facts
to the States before January the 20th.
We proposed a 15-member commission.
just like what was done after the failed
election of 1876. We are encouraging
people Lo spend 10 days going through
all the issues so States can have one
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lasl opportunity 1o address any chal-
lenges. Then the States. as the Con-
stituldion direcis. would make the final
detcision on bheir electors.

I have some colleagues who have said
that o 10-day commissicn is not enpugh
{ime, so they have counterpropossad
just ignoring the lingering questions,

We need 10 do something.

(Mr. GRASSLEY assumed the Chair.)

Mr. LANKFORD. My challenge today
is not aboul the good people of Ari-
Z0nAa.

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL QF
THE CHAIR

The PRESIDENT pro iempore. The
Senate will stand in recess subject to
the ¢all of Lhe Chair.

Thereupon. the Senate, at 2:13 p.m..
recessed subject 1o the cdall of the Chair
and reassembied al B:08 p.m. when
called to order by the Vice President of
the United States.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Vice
Presidenl, as President of the Senaie.
would like to give a brief statement
with the indulgence of the Senate.

Today was a dark day in Lhe history
of the TUnited States Capitol. but
thanks o the swift efforts of U.B. Cap-
ilol Police. Federal. State. and local
iaw enforcement. the violence was
quelled. the Capitol is secured. and the
people’s work continues.

We condemn the violence that took
place here in the strongest possible
terms. We grieve the loss of life that
took place in these hallowed Halls, as
well as the injuries suffered by those
who defended our Capitol today. And
we will always be graleful to the men
and women who stayved at their posts
to defend this historic place.

To those who wreaked havoc in our
Capitol today. you did not win. Vio-
lence mever wins., Freedom wins. And
this is still the People's House.

As we reconvene in this Chamber. the
world will again witness the resilience
and strenglh of our democracy. for
even in the wake of uaprecedented vio-
lence and vandalism at this Capitol.
the elected representatives of the peo-
ple of the United States have assem-
bled again on the very same day to sup-
porl and defend the Constitution of the
United States.

May God biless Lhe lost. the injured,
and the heroes forged on this day. May
God bless all who serve here and those
who proiecl this place. And may God
bless the United States of America.

Let’s get back to work.

(Applause. Senators rising.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the major-
ity leader and the Democralic leader
he allowed 1o speak and thal the Lime
not count against Lhe 2 hours of debale
in relation to the cbjection raised on
the State of Arizona.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

The VICE PRESIDENT, Is there ob-
jection?

Without objection. it is so ordered.

Mr. MCcCONNELL, I wanl to say to
the American people, the United States
Senate will not be intimidated.

We will not be kept out of this Cham-
bher by thugs, mobs. or threats. We will
nol bow Lo lawlessness or intimidalion.

We are back at our posts. We will dis-
charge our duty under the Constitution
and for our Nation. and we are going to
do it tonight.

This afterncon. Congress began the
progess of honoring the will of the
American people and counting the elec-
Loral college voles. We have fulfilled
this solemn duly every 4 years for
more than two centuries. Whether our
Nation has been at war or al peace.
under 3ll manner of threats. even dur-
ing an ongoing armed rebellion and the
Civil War. the clockwork of our demaoc-
racy has carried on.

The United States and the United
States Congress have faced down much
greater threats than the unhinged
crowd we saw today., We have never
been deterred hefore. and we will not be
deterred today.

They tried to disrupt our democracy.
They failed. They failed.

This failed attempt Lo ohstruct the
Congress. this failed inswrrection. only
underscores how crucial ihe task be-
fore us is for our Republic.

Our Nation was founded precisely so
that the free choice of the American
people is what shapes our self-govern-
ment and deiermines the destiny of our
Nation—notf fear. noi force. but the
peaceful expression of the popular will.

We assembled this afternoon to count
our citizens” votes and to formalize
their choice of the next President. Now
we are going to finish exactly what we
started. We will complete this process
the right way, by the book. We will fol-
Iow our precedenls, our laws, and our
Constitution to the lelter. and we will
certify the winner of the 2020 Presi-
dential election.

Criminal behavior will never domi-
nate the United States Congress. This
institulion is resilient. Our democratic
Republic is strong. The American peo-
ple deserve nothing less.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President. it is
very. very difficuli to pul inlo words
what has transpired loday. 1 have
never lived through or even imagined
an experience like Lhe one we have just
witnessed in this Capitol. Presidenl
Franklin Roosevell sel aside December
7. 1841. as a day thal ~will live in in-
famy.” Unfortunately, we can now add
January 8. 2021, to that very short list
of dates in American history that will
live forever in infamy.

This temple 10 democracy was dese-
crated. its windows smashed. and our
offices wvandalized. The world saw
America’s elecied officials hwiriedly
ushered oul because they were in
harm’s way. The House and Senale
{loor were places of shelter until the
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evacuation was ordered. leaving riolers
to stalk these hallowed Halls, Law-
makers and our staifls, average cilizens
who love thelr country and serve it
every day. feared for their lives. I un-
derstand thal one woman was shol and
tragically lost her life., We mourn her
and feel for her friends and family.

These images wele projected to ihe
world. Foreign Embassies cabled Lheir
home capiials (o report on the
harrowing scenes al the very heart of
our democracy. This will be a stain on
our couniry nol so easily washed
awayv—the final, terrible. indelible leg-
acy of the 45th President of the United
States and undouhtedly our worst.

I want Lo be very clear. Those who
performed t(hese reprehensible acts
cannot be called protestors., No. these
were rioters and insurrectionists.
goons and thugs. domestic terrorists.
They do nol represent America. These
were a few thousand vicleni exiremists
who tried to take over the Capitol
Building and atiack our democracy.
They must and should be prosecuted Lo
the full extent of the law. hopelully. by
this administration: if not. certainly
by Lhe nexi. They should he provided
no leniency.

I want to thank Lhe many in the Cap-
itol Hill Police and Secret Service and
local police who kept us safe today and
worked Lo clear the Capitol and retwrn
it Lo its rightful owners and its rightiul
purpese. I want to thank Lhe leaders.
Democratic and Republican, House and
Senate. It was Speaker PELOsSI, Leader
MCCONNELL, Leader MCCARTHY. and
myself who came together and decided
that these thugs wounld nol succeed and
thal we would finish the work that our
Constitution requires us to complete in
the very legislative Chambers of the
House and Senate thal were desecraled
bil we know always belong Lo the peo-
ple and do again Lonight.

But make nc mistake—make no mis-
take. my friends—today's events did
not happen spontaneously. The Presi-
dent who promoted the conspiracy
theories that motivated these thugs.
the President who exhorted them to
come to our Nation's Capital egged
them on. He hardly ever discourages vi-
olence and more often encourages it.
This President beais a great deal of the
blame.

This mob was. in good part. Presi-
dent Trump's doing, incited by his
words and his lies. This violence. in
good parl, is his responsibilily and his
everlasting shame. Today's events cer-
tainly—eertainly—would not have hap-
pened without him.

Now Janunary 6 will go down as one of
the darkest days in recent American
history—a final warning to our Nation
aboul the consequences of a demagogic
President. the people who enable him,
the captive media that parrot his lies.
and Lhe people who follow him as he ai-
tempts 10 push America to the brink of
ruin.

As we reconvene tonighi. let us re-
member. in the end. all this mcbh has
really accomplished is to delay our
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work by a few hours. We will resume
our respousibilities now. and we will
{finish our task tonight. The House and
Senate Chambers will be restored good
as new and ready for legislating in
short order.

The counting of the electoral voles is
our sacred duly. Democracy’s roots in
this Nation are deep: they are strong:
and they will not be undone. ever. by a
group of thugs. Democracy will tri-
wmph. as it has for centuries.

80 to my fellow Americans who were
shocked and appalled by the images on
their televisions today and who are
worried about the future of this coun-
try. let me speak to you directly, The
divisions in our country clearly run
deep. hut we are a resilient. forward-
looking. and optimistic people. And we
will begin the hard work of repairing
this Nalion tonight because here in
America we {do bard things. In Amer-
ica. we always overcome our chal-
lenges.

I yield the fioor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majorily
leader.

Mp. MCCONNELL. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent. I vield 2 minutes to the Senator
from Oklahoma. Senator LANKFORD.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Oklahoma.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr, Vice President.
you said things more sloquently than
how we say it in Oklahoma. In Okla-
homa. we say something like: Why in
God's name would someone Lthink at-
tacking law enforcement and occu-
pying the United States Capitol is the
best way to show that you are right?
Why would yvou do that?

Rioters and thugs don’t run the Cap-
itol. We are the United States of Amer-
ica. We disagree on a lot of things, and
we have a lot of spirited debate in this
room., but we talk it out. and we honor
each other, even in our disagreements.
That person. that person, and that per-
son is nol my enemy. That is my {ellow
American. And while we disagree on
things. and disagree strongly at times.
we do not encourage what happened
today—ever.

Now, I want Lo join my fellow Sen-
ators in saying thank you Lo the Cap-
itol Hill Police. the law enforcement.
the National Guard. the Secret Service
who stood in harm’s way. While we
were here dehating. they were pushing
hack. And I was literally interrupied
midsenlence speaking here hecause we
were all upaware of what was hap-
pening right outside this room because
of their faithfulness and hecause of
what they have done. I want to thank
them.

Ronald Reagan once said: Peace is
not the ahsence of conflict. It is the
ability lo handle conflict by peaceful
means.

The peaceful people in my Slale of
Oklahoma want their questions an-
swered. bul they don’l wani this. what
happened today. They wanl to do the
right thing. and they also want to do it
the right way, They want to honor the
constilutional process. bul they also
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want to have debale about election se-
curity because they want to make sure
il is right. which is why it is an impor-
tant issue that still needs to be re-
solved.

Transparency in government just
doesn’l. seem like a bad idea. Obvi-
ously. the Commission that we have
asked for is not going to happsan at this
point. and I understand that. And we
are headed ionight toward the certifi-
cation of Joe Biden to he the President
of the United States. and we will work
togelher in this body to be ahle Lo set
a peaceful example in ihe days ahead.

I yield ihe floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The BSenalor from
Nevada, Senator CURTEZ MASTO.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Nevada.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent. I know that this room is full of
leaders of bolth parties wheo love this
counlry, and wmany believe that for
America Lo succeed, our polilivs mustk
find commeon ground. That has never
heen clearer than ioday. when armed
rioters stormed the TU.8. Capitol
emboldened by President Trump's false
and inflammatory rhetoric about the
2020 elections.

I believe Lhat we. In this Chamber.
have a special duty as leaders to work
together to lower the temperature of
our politics. and I hope that my col-
leagues. who bave questioned the legit-
imacy of this election in Arizons and
all of these other Slales. now see the
dire and dangercus consequences of
sowing doubt and uncertainty.

1 also know that, as U.8. Senators.
we all take solemnly the oath we swear
to support and defend the Constitution
of the United States against all en-
emies, foreign and domestic. At this
moment In history. I can think of
neothing more patriotic than renewing
our faith in the Charters of Freedom
thal our Founding Fathers crafted for
our Republic, siarting with the funda-
mental American principle in our Dec-
laration of Independence that govern-
ments derive their just powers from
the consent of the governed.

The people have spoken in this elsc-
tion. and our only job here today is to
do what they ask. It is nol to argue
election security. That ig not the place
for what we are doing Loday.

Our Constitution specifically re-
serves to the people the right to meet
in their respective Staltes and vote for
the President and Vice President. As a
result, individual States oversee and
implement the election process. not
the Federal Government.

To guard against fraud or irregular-
ities in the voting process. the States
are required Lo have robus! election se-
curity measures. Likewise. State legis-
latlures have the opportunity to exam-
ine evidence of voter frand before they
certify their electoral collewe wvoles.
And our courts—from distriet courts to
the United States Supreme Court—ad-
judicate legal challenges and election

Case 2:21-cv-00175-RJS-CMR Document 86 Filed 03/36/22 PagelD.1226 Page 81 of 100

S19

disputes. All of those things happened
after the 2020 election.

Statehouses and courts across Lhe
counilry Look allegalions of voter fraud
seriously and followed the constitu-
tional process Lo hear challenges to
this years election. No Stale found
evidence of any widespread voter fraud
and neither did any court ask to review
the 8tate's findings.

In  Arizona. Republican Governor
Doug Ducey: the Democratic secretary
of stale. Kalie Hobhs: the Republican
attorney general. Mark Broovich: and
the Siate supreme court chiefl justice,
Robert Brulinel all certified the results
of the election on November 30.

And we know——~we have heard—Arizo-
nans have heen voting by mail for al-
most 30 vears. and Governor Ducey has
expressed confidence in the State’s
process numerous times, In November.
he said:

We do elections well herg in Arizona. The
system is strong. and that is whi I have
bragged on it 8o much.

He further stated:

We have some of the strongest election
laws in the country. laws that priorilize ac-
countability and clearly lay oul our proce-
dures for condoceting. canvassing and even
contesting the results.

And they are righl. Arizona has one
of the most transparent eleclion proc-
esses in the couniry with built-in ac-
countability. starting wilh the internal
auditing.

We have heard unfounded allegations
thal voting machines in Arizona and
elsewhere somehow changed vote tal-
lies or somehow improperly rejected
ballots while claiming to accept them.
These allegations all ignore the fact
that Arizona counties conducied ballot
audits by hand to doublecheck the ma-
chine counts. and these audits found no
widespread fraud or irregularities.

Maricopa County. the county whsre
more than 60 percent of ihe State's
population resides. conducted a post-
election hand count audit in the week
after the election. which showed per-
fect. 100 percent. accuracy in the ma-
chine tabulations. So why wonld we
need. my colleagues. to call for a 10-
day emergency audit fo be conducted
by a legislative commission when it
has already been done by the State of
Arizona? What happened to State's
rights?

The audi{ involved checking ballots
for the Presidential slection but alse
hallols for Federal and State legisla-
tive elections. The audit report shows
every precinel’s machine and hand
count totals for each of the races au-
dited, and for every single race in every
precinet., the difference hetween the
hand count and the machine count was
zero. Maricopa's audit report stated:
No discrepancies were found by the
hand count audil boards.

Seeking to find any reason to contest
these resulis. some of the State Repub-
leans then tried Lo claim thal Mari-
copa County failed to follow Stale law
in conducting ihis audit by selecling
voting center logalions Lo audit in-
stead of volting precinets. This was
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wrong. And this. too. went Lo a court.
In rejeclting this claim, Lthe State courl
in Arizona found that the county fol-
lowed the properly issued guidance on
hand audit procedures from the Ari-
zona Secretary of State. And the vourt
found that Maricopa Counly officials.
therefore. could notl lawfully have per-
formed the hand count audit the way
the plaintiffs wanted it done. If they
had done so. they would have exposed
themselves to criminal punishment.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Sen-
ator's 5 minutes has expired.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you.
Mr. Vice President. I would close by
just sayving. please. my colleagues. do
not disenfranchise the volers of Ari-
zona, and cerltify their votes Lonight.

Thank you.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The majority
leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr, Vige Presi-
deni. 1 yield up to 5 minutes to the
Senator from Ubah. Senalor LEE.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Utah.

Mr. LEE, Mr. Vice President. from
the time I prepared my remarks for
{oday. it sesems like a lifetime ago. A
lot has changed in the last few hours.
So I am going (o deliver some of the
same remarks, butl it has a little hit of
a different feel than it would have just
& Tew hours ago.

My thoughts and prayers go oul Lo
the family members of those who have
been injured or kiiled today. My heart-
felt gratitude goes out to the Capitol
Hill Police who valiantly defended our
building and our lives,

While it is true that legitimate con-
cerns have been raised with regard to
how some of the key baltleground
States conducled their Presidential
eleclions. this is not the end of the
story. We each have Lo remember that
we swore an oalh Lo uphold. prolect.
and defend this document. writlen
nearly two and a half cenluries ago by
wise men raised up by God for that
very purpose. Thal document makes
clear whal our role is and what it isn'L.
It makes clear who does what when it
comes to deciding Presidenlial slec-
tions.

You see. because In our syslem of
government., Presidents are nol di-
rectly elected. They are chosen by
Presidential electors. and the Conslitu-
iion makes very clear. under article IL
ssction 1, that the States shall appoint
Presidential electors according to pro-
cedures Lhat their legislatures develop.
Then comes the 12th Amendment. Ii
explains what we are doing here Loday
in the Capitol. Il explains that Lhe
President of the BSenale—the Vice
President of the United Stales—shall
open the ballots. and the votes shall
then he counted.” It is those words
that confine. define. and constrain
every scrap of authority that we have
in this process.

Our job is to open and then count.
Open, then count—that is il. That is all
there is.

There are. of vourse, rare instances—
instances in which multiple slates of
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electors can he submitied by Lhe same
Stale. Thal doesn’l happen very often.
It happened in 1860. It happened in 1876.
Let’s hope it doesn't ever happen
again, In those rare moments. Congress
has to make a choice. It has Lo decide
which of the electoral wotes will be
counted and which will not. That did
not happen here—thank heavens—and
let’s hope that it never does.

Many of my colleagues have raised

objections or had previously stated
their intent 1o raise objections wilh 1e-
gard to these. I have speni an enor-
mous time on this issue over the last
few weeks. I have mel with lawyers on
both sides of the issue. and 1 have met
with lawwers representing the Trump
campalign, reading everyihing I can
find about the constitutional provi-
sions in question, and I have spent a
lot of time on the phone with legisla-
tors and other leaders from Lhe con-
lested States. I didn’t initially declare
my pogition beecause I didn't vet have
one.
I wanted to get the facts first. and I
wanted Lo understand what was hap-
pening. I wanled {0 give the people
serving in government in the contested
States the opporiunity Lo do whalever
they felt they needed to do to make
sure that their elecltion was properly
reflecled. I spent an enormous amount
of time reaching oul Lo State govern-
ment officials in those Slates, bui in
none of the contested States—no. not
even one—aid I discover any indication
that there was any chance that any
State legislature or secretary of state
or Governor or Lisutenant Governor
had any intention to aller the slate of
electors. That being the case, our job is
a very simple one.

This =imply isn’t how our Federal
system is supposed Lo work. Thal is to
say. if you have concerns with the way
that an election in the Presidential
race was handled in your Stale, the ap-
propriate response is Lo approach your
State legislatures, first and foremost.

These protests—hearing from those
who have raised concverns—should have
been focused on their Stale capitols.
not. the Nation's Capitol. because our
role is narrow, our role is defined, our
role is limited.

Yes. we are the election judges when
it comes to Members elected to our
own body. And, yes. the House of Rep-
resentatives are the judges of their own
ragces there.

We also have the suthority to pre-
scribe, as a Congress, rules governing
the time. place. and manner of elec-
{ions for Senators and Representatives.
There is no corresponding authority
with respect Lo Presidential elections—
none whatsoever. It doesn’t exist. Our
job is Lo convene, Lo open the hallols,
and to ¢count them. Thal is it.

Thank you.

I ¥ield the flcor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic Ieader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senator from
Coloraclo. Mr. BENNET.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Colorado.
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Mr, BENNET, Colleagues. it has been
a terrible day for everybody here and
for our country.

One of the things I was thinking
about today is somethihg I often think
ahout when I am on this floor. which is
thatl {he Founders of this country. the
people who wrote our Constitution. ac-
tually knew our history better than we
know our history.

I was Lhinking aboul Lhat history
today. as we saw Lhe mob riot in Wash-
ington. DC—thinking aboul whal the
Founders were thinking about when
they wrote our Constitution. which was
whal happened to the Roman Republie
when armed gangs, doing the work for
politicians. prevented Rome from cast-
ing their ballots for consuls. for prae-
tors. for senalors. These were the offi-
cers in Rome. and these armed gangs
ran through Lhe slreels of Rome. keep-
ing eleclions from being starled. keep-
ing elections from ever being called. In
the end. because of that, Lthe Roman
Republic fell, and a dictator Look its
place, and that was the end of the
Roman Republic—or any republic, for
that mabter—until this beauntiful Con-
stitution was written in the United
States of America.

So it is my fervent hope that the way
we respond to this today, my dear cel-
leagues. is that we give the higgest bi-
partisan vote we can in support of our
democracy and in support of our Con-
stitution and in rejection of what we
saw today and what the Roman Bepub-
le saw in its own time.

There is a tendency around ifhis
place. I think. to always believe that
we are the first people to confront
something when thal is seldom the
case and to underappreciale what the
effecl of our actions will be. We need to
deeply appreciale. in this moment, our
obligation to the Constitution. our ob-
ligalion to democracy. and our obliga-
tion Lo Lthe Republic.

There are people in this Chamber
who have twisted the words—twisted
the words—of a statute written in the
19th century that was meant Lo actu-
ally settle our electoral disputes. to
leave them with the States. ag the Sen-
ator from Utah was saying. 10 give us
a ministerial rele. except in very rare
circumstances. That is what that law
is about that the Senator of Texas was
talking about today. And that is the
law that is Ieading ug 1o be asked to
overturn the judegments of 60 courts in
America. many of the courts in Ari-
zona, some of whom have howled the
President’s lawyers cul of the court-
rooms because there is no evidence of
fraud.

By the way. the fact that 37 percent
or 39 percent of Americans think there
is evidence of fraud does not mean
there i1s fraud. If you have turned a
blind eye to a conspiracy theory. you
can't now come to Lthe floor of the Sen-
ate and say you are ignoring the people
who believe Lhat the election was sio-
len, Go oul there aund tell them the
truth. which is that every single Mem-
ber of this Senate knows Lhis election
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wash't stolen and that we. just as in
the Roman Republic, have a responsi-
bility to protect the independence of
the judiciary from politicians who will
stop al nothing 1o hold on 1o powsr.
There is nothing new about that either.
That has been true since the first re-
public was founded.

S0 now we find ourselves in the posi-
tion. just days afler many Senators
here swore an oath to uphold and de-
fend the Constitulion—every single
Memhber of the House of Representa-
tives swore the same oath. as well. and
I think we have a solemn obligation
and responsibility here Lo prove. once
again. that this country is a nalion of
laws and not of men. and the only re-
sult that we can reach together is one
that rejects the claim of the Senalor
from Texas and the other Members of
{the House and Senate who seek to
overturn the decisions thal have Dbeen
made by the States, by Llhe voters In
these States. and by the courts.

If we follow what they have proposed,
we will be the ones who will have dis-
enfranchised every single person who
cast a vote in this election, whelher
they voted for the President or they
didn’t.

T urge you to reject this. and I deeply
appreciale lhe opportunity {o serve
with every single one of you.

Thank you.

{Applause.)

The VICE PRESIDENT, The majorily
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. 1 yield up to 5
minutes to the Senator from Georgia.
Senator LOEFFLER.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Georgia.

Mrs. LOEFFLER. Mr. President,
when I arrived in Washington this
morting, I fully intended to object to
the certification of the electoral voles.
However, the events thal have iran-
spired today have forced me L0 recon-
sider, and I cannot now, in good con-
science, cobject to the certification of
these electors.

The violence. the lawlessness. and
siege of the Halls of Congress are ab-
herrent and stand as a direct attack on
the very instilution my objection was
intended to protect: the sanetity of the
American democratic process. And I
thank law enforcement for keeping us
safe.

I helieve that there were last-minule
changes to the November 2020 election
process and serious irregularities that
resulted in too many Americans losing
confidence not only in the integrity of
our elections but in the power of the
hallol as a tool of democracy. Too
many Americans are frustrated at
what they see as an unfair system.
Nevertheless, there is no excuse for the
events that took place in these Cham-
bers today, and I pray that America
never suffers such a dark day agaln,.

Though the fate of this vote is clear.
the fuiure of the American people's
faith in the core institulion of this de-
mocracy remains uncertain. We as a
hody must turn our focus Lo protecting
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the integrity of our eleclions and re-
storing every American’s faith that
their voice and their vole matier.

America is a divided country with se-
rious differences. bhut il is still the
grealest country on Earth., There can
be no disagreement that upholding de-
mocracy is the only path to preserving
our Republic.

1 yield the floor.

(Applause.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic ieader.

Mr. SCHUMER. I vield 2!% minutes Lo
Senalor BOOKER and 2'2 minutes to
Senator KAIKE. in reverse order.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Virginia.

Mr. KAINE., Mr. President and my
colleagues, I applaud the comments of
my colleague {rom Georgia deeply.

My Tfirst job after school was in
Macon, GA. working for a Federal
judge. Lanier Anderson. I learned a lot
about integrity and a lot aboul law
from him. I alsc learned some sad les-
sons. that in the history of Georgia—
and. indeed. Virginia and many
States—so many people, especially peo-
ple of color. had been disenfranchised
over the course of our history. Our late
{friend. John Lewis. a Congressman
from Georgia. was savagely heaten on
Bloody Sunday jusl for marching for
voting rights. That act of violence in-
spired this body. the U.8. Senate. to
come together in March of 1965 and
work to pass. in a bipartisan fashion.
the Voting Rights Act.

We should be coming together
today—after acts of violence—as a U.8.
Senate. to affirm the votes of all who
cast ballots in November. Instead. we
are conlemplating an unprecedented
objection that would be a massive dis-
enfranchisemsant of American voters.

The Georgia result was very clear: a
12.000-vote margin, 2 cerbifications by
Republican officials. 4 separale re-
counts and canvases, T lawsuits. as in
Lhe other States. If we object 10 results
like this. the msessage is so clear. We
are saying to States: No matler how
secure and accurate your elecltious are,
we will gladly overthrow them if we
don't like who you voted for. Bul. more
importantly., what we will be saying—
really. what we will be deoing—is as the
body that acted together Lo guarantee
Americans the right to vote, we will
become Lhe agent of one of the most
massive disenfranchisements in the
history of this country.

So I urge all of my colleaguss: Please
oppose these objeclions.

Thank vou.
1 wyield to my colleague from New
Jersey.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from New Jersey.

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. Vice President. I
can only think of two times in Amer-
ican history that individuals laid siege
e our Capitol. stormed our sacred
¢ivie spaces. and tried to upend and
overrun this government. One was in
the War of 1812, and the other one was
today.
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What iz inleresling about the par-
ajlel hetween the two is they boih were
waving flags to a sole sovereign. Lo an
individual. surrendering democratic
principles to the cult of personality.
One was a monarch in England. and the
other were the flags I saw all over our
Capitol. including in the hallways and
in this room. to a single person named
Deonald Trump.

The sad difference hetween Lhese (wo
times is one was yet another nation in
the history of our country that tried to
challenge the United Stales of Amer-
ica. but this time. we hrought this hell
apon ourselves.

My colleague from Texas said that
this was a momenl where there were
unprecedented allegations of voter
fraud. Yes. that is true. They were un-
precedented when the President. hefore
the election even happened, said: If I
lose this eleclion. then the election
was rigged.

That is unprecedented. It is unprece-
dented that, before the night of the
counting of the vole was even done.
that he called it rigeed. I is unprece-
dented that he is fanning the [lames of
conspiracy theory (o create a smoke-
screen in this Nation (o cover what he
is trying to do, which is undermine our
democratic principles.

Bui it is not just thal. The shame of
this day is it is Deing alded and abettad
by good Americans who are falling
prey, who are choosing Trump over
truth, who are surrendering to the pas-
sion of lies as opposed to standing up
and speaking iruth to powsr, who are
trying to fundraise off of the shame of
conspiracy theories as opposed to doing
the incalculably wvaluable. patrictic
thing: to speak truih to our Nation.
Our democracy is wounded. and I saw it
when I saw pictures of yet another in-
surgency. of a flag of another group of
Americans who itried to challenge our
Nation. I saw the flag of the Confed-
eracy there.

What will we do? How will we con-
fronl Lhis shame? How will we confront
this dark second time in American his-
tory? I pray thal we remerober a Geor-
gian and his words. All I can say is we
must. in spirit, join together like Ehose
Georgians on a bridge called the Ed-
mund Pelius. who joined hands. who
were called threats to our democracy.
who were called outrageous epithets
when they soughl Lo expand our de-
mocracy. o save it. to heal it—when
they joined arm in arm and said what
we should say now. comumnit ourselves
to that ideal. thal together, we shall
overcome,

tApplause.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, I yield up Lo 5 minutes Lo the
Senator from Nebraska, Mr. SASSE.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Nebraska.

My, SASSE. Mr. Vice President. I
wanl. 1o say. before we begin. ithank
vou for the way vou have fulfilled your
constitutional dulies and your oath of



office today. Obviously. it hasn't been
easy.
Colleagues. today has Deen ugly.

When I vame 10 the floor this morning.,
1 planned ito talk about the lesson of
1801 Wrecause I am kind of a history
nerd. and T wanted Lo celebrate Lhe glo-
ries of the peaceful transition of power
across our Nalion's history. It feels a
little naive now to talk ahout ways
that American civics might be some-
thing thal could unite us and bring us
bhack together.

Now. 1801 blew everyhody's mind all
over the world. by the way. John
Adams loses Lo Thomas Jefferson, and
Adams willingly leaves Lhe Execulive
mansion and moves back Lo Massachu-
setts. and Jefferson peacefully assumes
power. Peoplé all over Europe said:
That must be fake news. Those must be
had reporis. There 1s no way any Exec-
uiive would ever willingly lay down
power. Yet Adams. in defeat. did some-
thing glorious to give all of us a gift.

I wanted Lo celehrale that. and it
feels a litlle bit harder now. This build-
ing has heen desecrated. Blood has been
spilled in Lhe hallways. 1 was with oc-
togenarian Members of this Chambher
whe needed 10 have troops and police
stabilize Lhem 1o gel down the stairs at
a time when a lot of our staffs were
panicked and under their desks and not
knowing what was going to happen to
them.

It was ugly today. But you know
what? It turns out that when some-
thing is ugly. talking aboul beauly
isn't just permissible: talking about
heauty is obhligatory in a iime like
that. Why? Why would we talk about
beauty after the ugliness of today? Be-
cause our kids need (o kanow that this
isn't. what America is. Whal happened
today isn'{ what America is.

They have been given a glorious in-
heritance for the 59th Presidential
election. If the Vice President wasn't
in the Chair and if the President pro
tempore was. I would have made some
joke that CHUCE GRASSLEY has voted in
two-thirds of those 58 Presidential slec-
tions. He is laughing. It is not as good
as “‘hit deer, deer dead.” bul it still got
a Grassley laugh.

I don’t think we want to tell the
Americans that come after us that this
republic is hroken, that this is just a
banana republic, that our institutions
can’t he trosted. I don't think we want
that. We don’t want that in this body.
and we don't want that in our home-
towns. I don't think we want to tell ocur
kids that America’s hest days are he-
hind us—herause it is nol true. That is
not. who we are. America isn't Hat-
fields" and McCoys' blood feud forever.
America is a union.

There is a loi that is broken in this
counlry but not anything thal is so big
that the American people can’t rebuild
it. that freedom and communily and
entrepreneurial effort and that neigh-
borhoods can't rebuild. Nothing that is
broken ig s8¢ big that we can’t fix iL.

Generalions of our forefathers and
our foremothers—probably nol a
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word—and gur gneestors have spilled
hlood Lo defend ihe glories of this re-
public. Why would they do that? Be-
cause Ameriva is the most exceptional
nation in the history of the world and
because the Constitution is the great-
est political document that has ever
heen written. Most governments in the
past have said might makes right. and
we saw some of thal hooligan nuttiery
today. Might makes right. No, it
doesn’L.

God gives us rights by nature. and
government is just our shared project
to secure those rights. America has al-
ways heen aboul what we choose (o do
Logether. the way we reaffirm our con-
stitutional system. We have some gov-
ernmental tasks, and we all in this
bhody could do better at those govern-
mental tasks. but the heart of America
is nol government. The cenler of Amer-
ica is not Washington. DC.

The center of America is the neigh-
horhoods where 330 million Americans
are raising their kids and trying to put
food on the table and trying to love
their neighbor. That is the center of
America.

We are not supposed to bhe the most
important people in America. We are
supposed 10 be servant leaders who iry
to maintain a framework for ordered
liberty so that there is a structure
that. back home where they live. they
can get from the silver-framed struc-
ture and order to the golden apple at
the center, as Washington would have
said. which is the things that they
build together. the places where they
codch little league. the places where
they invite people to synagogue or
church.

Scometimes, the biggest things we do
Logether are governmental. like kick-
ing Hitler's ass or like going to the
moon. Sometimes. there is govern-
mental stuff. But the heart of America
is about places where moms and dads
are raising kids, and we are supposed
o serve them by maintaining order
and by rejecting violence. You can't do
hig things like that if vou hate your
neighbors. You can't do big things to-
gether as Americans if you think cther
Americans are the enemy.

Look. there is a lot of uncertainty
about the future. I zet it. There is a lot
that does need to be rebuilt. But if you
are angry—I1 want to beg you—don't let
the screamers who monetize hate have
the final word. Don't let needlists be-
come your drug dealers. There are
some who wani Lo burn it all down. We
met some of them today.

But they aren't going to win. Don't
let them be your prophets—instead. or-
ganize, persuade. but most impor-
tantly, love your neighbor. Visit the
widower down the street who is lonely
and doesn’t wani to tell anybody that
his wife died and he doesn’t have a lot
of friends. Showvel somehody’s drive-
way. You van't hale somebody who just
shoveled your driveway.

The heart of life is about community
and neighborhood. and we are supposed
to be servant leaders. The constitu-
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tional system is still the greatest order
for any governmeni. sver. and it is our
job to steward it and protect il.

Let's remember that today when we
vote.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic lsader,

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senator from I1-
linois. Mr. DURBIN,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Vice President. in
March of 1861. a Springfield lawyer
caught a train {0 Washinglon. His
name wasg Abraham Lincoln. It wasn't
his first trip there. He served as Con-
gressman 15 years before and returned
in the bsginning of the Civil War to
serve as President.

It was a different place than he knew
as a Congressman. In 15 vears, it had
changed a lot. The Sprigg's hoarding
house across the street. which is now
the Library of Congress. was gone. And
this  building was changing—big
changes. They were huilding a dome on
the Capitol. But they were also in the
earliest days of war. and President Lin-
coln was counseled: Stop building the
dome. It costs toco much money. We
can't spend any more time on it.

And he said: No. We are going (o
build that dome. and we are going to
finish it. That dome and this building
will be a symbol of this country that
will survive this Civil War and come
back strong.

So they built the dome. They won
the war. And since those days. that
dome and this bupilding have been a
symbol tc this counitry. a symbol of
unity and of hope.

Tours come through here—hefore
COVID-19—by the tens of thousands. I
vou have ever noticed their tours. they
are often shushed. Pecple are saying:
Show some respect for this building.

We know this building and the Ro-
tunda as a place where some of the
greatest American heroes of both polit-
ical parties lie in state. and we go
there to honor them. We know this
building hecause we work here. We
enact laws here thal change America.
We gather for State of Lhe Union mes-
sages from Presidents and honor the
people in the gallery.

This is a special place. This is a sa-
cred place. But this sacred place was
desecrated by a mob today. on our
watch. This temple to democracy was
defiled by thugs who roamed the halls
and sal in that chair. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent. the one that you vacaled at 2:15
this afternoon—sat and posed for pic-
tures, those who were roaming arcund
in this Chamber,

What brought this pn? Did this mob
spring spontaneously from America?
No. This moh was invited 1o come to
Washington on this day, by this Presi-
denl. for one reason: because he knew
the electoral college vote was going to
be counled this day. He wanled this
mob to disrupt the constitutional proc-
ess which we are part of. This mob was
inspired by a President who cannot ac-
cept defeat.
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If vou wonder whether I am going Loo
far in whatl I say. jusl read the Lran-
seripl wilth the secrelary of state from
CGeorgia and listen Lo this President’s
wild conspiracy theories, one after the
other. swatled down by that Repub-
lican-elected official and his attorney
as having no basis in Tact. This Presi-
dent bhegs, he coaxes. he even Lhrealens
thal secrelary of state to find the voles
he needs, In any other wvenue. lhat
would be a simple. ch¥icus ¢crime.

The lengths he will go to are obvious.
The Texas Senator says to us: Well,
many people still agree with him. you
know, when il gets down to the botlom
line. Many people have fallen for this
Presidential posilion that it must have
heen a rigged election if I lost.

Well. I would say that after—we have
losl count—57 lawsuils, 62 lawsuits—I
have heard so many different num-
bers—after 90 different judges: after
this President took his case, the best
he could put logether, (o ihe highest
Court in the land across the street.
where he had personally chosen three
Justices on {he SBupreme Court—and I
say {o the Senalor from Texas thal he
knows much more about that Courl
than I do—I1 don't believe they lel thal
paper that he sent up theres even hit
the desk before they laughed it outl of
the Court. And that is the best he had
to offer—no evidence whatsoever of
this rigged  election and this
fraudulence.

The Senator from Texas says: We
just want to create a lilitle commis-
sion, 10 days: we are going Lo audit all
of Lhe States—particularly the ones in
contention here—and find oul whal ac-
tually oceurred.

And it really draws its parallel to
1876. 1o Hayes and Tilden. Don't forget
what that commission—thal so-called
political compromise—achieved. I was
not just some ordinary governmental
commission. It was a commission that
killed reconstruction. that established
Jim Crow. that—even after a civil war.
which tore this Nation apart. it re-
enslaved African-Americans. and it was
a commission that invited voter sup-
pression we are still fighting today in
America.

Lel me close by saying this. The vote
we are going to have here is a clear
choice of whether we are going Lo Teed
the beast of igunorance or we are going
to tell the truth to the American peo-
ple. We saw that bheast today roaming
ihe halls. Let’s not invite it back.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I yield up to 5
minutes to the Senator from Kansas,
Senator MARSHALL.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Kansas.

Mr, MARSHALL. Thank you, Mr.
President.

Freedom of gpeech and the freedom
tc protest are provided in our Constitu-
tion. While I share the same frustra-
tion many Americans have over Lhe
Presidential election. the violence and
mob rule thal occurred at the U.S. Cap-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

itol Loday and across the counliv over
the past year are unacceptable. and I
condemn them at the highest level.
Like 2ll of us in the Chamber. I am
thankful for the heroic law enforce-
ment officers who worked feverishly to
restore order so that we get back (o
Lhe electoral certification process.

During my 28-year career as an obste-
trivian and gynecologist. too coften I
had to sit down with patients and give
them a very had diagnesis. IL might
have been a young mother of three
whose three babies I delivered. now
with metastatic breast cancer. or per-
haps another woman with advanced
cervical or ovarian cancer. ail of which
have very challenging prognoses. But
bhefore I sat down with each one of
those patients. I carefully reviewed all
the labs, their x rays. and the paihol-
ogy to make sure I had the facls
straight. but at the end of the day. my
final recommendation was always
zoing to be a recommendalion from niy
heart.

I wani my fellow Kansans and all
Amesricans 1o know lhat 1 have given
as much consideration and thought
surrounding ihe issue of objecting o a
State’s elecloral college voles as I did
considering the treatment plan for a
serious health concern. and today’s de-
cision once again is from my heart.

Mr. President, I rise today Lo restore
integrity to our Republic. and I rise to
do it knowing that many of our ¢ol-
leagues are all concerned for current
and future generations. We must re-
store faith and confidence in one of our
Republic's most hallewed and patriotic
duties: voling.

There is no question our U.8. Con-
stitution empowers Stale legislatures
Lo execute free. legal. and fair slec-
Lions. Unforiunately. in several States.
the clear authority of those State leg-
islatures to delermine the rules for
voting was usurped by Governors. sec-
retaries of state, and activist courts.
Our laws and Constitulion shonld al-
ways be followed, especially in a time
of crisis.

I don't vise Le undo a State's legally
obtainsd electoral college votes: rath-
er, I rise in hopes of improving the in-
tegrity of the ballot Lo hold States ac-
countable to the time-proven constitu-
tional system of the electoral coliege.

This is why I urge the formation of
an electoral commission to give con-
struclive sugeestions and recommenda-
Ltions that States can take Lo make our
elections once again safe. free, and fair
after a year of jarring irregularilies.

We must and will have a peaceful
transition of power.

Te all my fellow Americans. I have
no doubl that ocur Republic can grow
stronger fthrough this difficult day.

May God bless this great Republic.

Thank you. Mr, President,

I ¥ield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The minor-
ity leader.

Mr. SCHUMER, The Senator from II-
linocis. Senator DUCKWORTH,

Ms, DUCKWORTH. In 2004. I packed
up my rucksack, laced up my boots.
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and deployed to Irag. ready to sacrifice
whatever was asked of me. all because
I love this Nation—willing Lo sacrifice
my life. if needed, because I believe in
the sanclity of our elecloral system.
which had declared George W, Bush my
Commander in Chief.

I eauned my wounds proudly fighting
in a war I did nol suppori on the orders
of a President I did nol vote for he-
cause I believed in and I still do believe
in the values of our Nation: because 1
believe in a govermment of. hy. and for
the people. where volers—volers—
choose who leads them, not the other
way around.

I have speni my entire adull life de-
fending our demoecracy. but 1 never—
never—thought it would he necessary
to defend it from an attempted violent
overthrow in our Nation's own Capitol
Building. Well. I refuse to let anvone
intent on instigating chaos or inciting
violence deter me from carrying out
my constitutional duties.

You know. when my Army bhuddies
and I raised our right hands. when
45000 troops in Arizona raised their
right hands and swore to protect and
defend the Constitution. we did nol
gualify our oaths by saying that we
would follow orders only when the
Commander in Chief was someone
whose eleclion we were happy with.

Just like when every Senalor in this
Chamber was sworn into office, we
didn’t mutter under our breath that we
discharge our duiies only when it
served our political interests or helped
us 1o avoid the wrath of a petiy. inse-
cure. wannabe tin-pot diclator on the
precipice of losing power and rel-
evanee. No, there is no ambiguity
here—Joe Biden won the election with
a record number of voles. Republican
officials nationwide confirmed those
results. including in Arizona. as has
judge after Trump-appointed judge.
BEven Trump's Atlorney General admit-
ted that the U.8. Department of Jus-
Lice had not found widespread fraud
thal would have affscted the ontcomse,

Yet still many of my Republican col-
leagues are asking us to ignore all of
that. With no evidence of their own.
they are asking us to ignore court rul-
ings, iznore Republican-elected offi-
cials, and even worse, ignore the will of
the people across this vast. great Na-
tion by trying to overturn this slec-
tion, They are placing more trust in
Reddit conspiracy theories than the
Constitution, proving that appeasing
Trump is more important to them than
protecting the most basic tenet of our
Republic—the adhersence to free and
fair eleclions.

If there is one thing I know. it is that
my troops dide't sign up to defend our
democracy in war zones thousands of
mile away only L0 watch it crumble in
these hallowed halls here at home, Yet
Lhat is what this effort amounts to—an
altempt to subvert our democracy. In
Lhe process. il iz threatening what
makes America American, Lecause in
this countrs—in this country—the
power of Lhe people has always
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malbered
power.

That is the ideal that this Nation was
founded upon. That is why a few palri-
ots threw some tea in Bosion Harbor,
why Washinglon crossed the Delaware,
why suffragists were arrested a century
ago. and why my friend John Lewis
crogsed that bridge in Selma in 1965, It
is why millions spent a Tuesday in No-
vember standing in line. hraving a pan-
demic Lo make Lheir voices heard.

Listen. this administration has al-
ways had an adversarial relationship
with the tanlh. Trump always crieg
conspiracy, always foments chaos
whenever something doesn't go his
way, Bul Loday. we here in this Cham-
her have the opportunity to prove that
here in this country. truth matters.
that right mattiers. thal the will of the
people matters more than the whims of
any single powerful individaal.

I have no {ea to throw in Boston Har-
bor tonight. and I regret that I have no
rucksack to pack for my couniry. no
Black Hawk to pilot. nor am I asking
for any grand gesture from my Repub-
lican colleagues. A1l I am asking of you
is to reflect on the oalhs thal yvou have
sworn. on the damage done to our
Union today. and on the sacrifices
made by those who have given so much
to this Nalien. from the servicemem-
bers al Arizona’s Fort Huachuca and
Marine Corps Alr Station Yuma 1o the
marchers who bent Awmerica’s moral
arc a little bit more toward Jjustice
with every single step that they took.
every bridge that they crossed.

Then ask yourself whether the de-
mocracy they were willing to bleed for.
the country that each of us in this
Chamber has sworn o defend. is worth
damaging in order to protect the por-
celain ego of a man who treats the Con-
stitution as if it were little more than
a yellowing piece of paper.

I think we all know the right answer.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President. I
vield up to 5 minutes toc the Senator
from Kentucky, Senator PAUL.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. I wrole a speech for
today. I was planning to say that I fear
the chaos of establishing a precedent
that Congress can overturn elections.
Boy. was I right. Chaos. anarchy—the
violence today was wrong and un-
American.

The vole we are about to cast is in-
credibly important. Now more than
ever, the gueslion is. Should Congress
override the certified results from the
Slates and nullify the States” rights to
conduct elections?

The vote today Is not a prolest: the
vote Ltoday is literally Lo overturn elec-
tions. We have been Lold that Lhis is a
protest, that this is aboul an electoral
commission. No. il is not. It is about
whether Lo seat the electors certified
hy & State. It is not about an electoral
commission. It is not about a protest.
You can go outside if you want to pro-

more than (he people in
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test. This is about overturning a State-
certified election.

If vou vole to overturn these elec-
tions. wouldn't it be the opposile of
States” rights Republicans have always
advocated for?

This would doom the electoral col-
lege forever. It was never intended by
our Founders that Congress have the
power 1o overturn State-certified elec-
tions. My oath to the Constitulion
doesn’t allow me to disobey the law. I
can't vole to overlwwm the verdict of
States. Such a vote would be Lo over-
turn everything held dear by those of
us who support. the rights of States in
this great system of federalism that
was bequeathed to us by our Founders.

The electoral college was created to
devolve the power of selecting Presi-
dential electors to the States. The
elecioral college is. without guestion.
an inseparable friend to those who be-
lieve thal every American across our
vast country deserves to be heard.

If Congress were given the power to
overturn the Stales elections. what
terrible chaos would ensue every 4
yvears. Imagine the furor agsinst the
electoral college if Congress becomes a
forum to overlurn Stales’ electoral col-
lege slates.

It is one bthing to be angry. It is an-
other to focus one’s anger in construc-
tive ways. That hasn't happened today.
to say the least.

We simiply cannot destroy the Con-
stitution. our laws. and the electoral
college In the process.

I hope, as bthe Nation's anger cools,
we can channel that energy inio essen-
tial electoral reforms at the Stale
level. America is admired around the
world for our free elections. We must—
we absolutely must fix this mess and
restore confidence and integrity Lo cur
elections. We must.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader,

My, SCHUMER. The Senator from
Virginia. Senator WARNER.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Virginia.

Mr:. WARNER. Mr. President. I think
like most of us, I am siill prelty reel-
ing from whal happened today. What I
was going to talk aboul was the work
I am most proud of since I have been
here. with my good frisnd RICHARD
BURE and all the members of the Intel-
ligence Committee, about a muliivear
report we did into foreign interference
in our elections. Probably our top rec-
ommendation of that five-volumne, bi-
partisan report was that any official or
vandidate should use restraint and cau-
tion when questioning results of our
elections because when yon do so. you
often carry oul the goals of our foreign
adversaries. Use caution because,
whether knowingly or unknowingly
and whether that adversary is in Rus-
sia or China or Iran. their goals are
pretly simple: They want Lo make it
appear Lo Americans. Lo folks around
the world. and to lheir own people that
there is nothing special aboul Amer-
ican democracy.
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I was going to vy in a feeble way,
mavbe. Lo reach some of the rheiorival
heights of BEX SassE. 1 knew I couldn’t
do that, so Instead—I know I am vic-
lating rules, Today is the day for vio-
jating rules. This is a photo that ap-
pears today in one of the most promi-
nent Geirman newspapers. You don't
need to draw il up. You can draw up
photos from any newspapel or any lele-
vision feed anywhere across the world.

And what is this photo of? It is of
thugs—thugs—in the Halls of this Cap-
itol. diminishing sverything we say we
believe in. in this democracy.

When you look at those images, real-
ize thal those images are priceless for
cur adversaries. 1 am willing. tonight,
in an overwhelming way. Lo take a
small step. in a bipartisan way. to
start restoring that trust of our people
and. hopefully. the billions of people
around the world who helieve in that
notion of American democracy. Re-
member. these images are still theve.

I vield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The majority
leader.

My, MCCONNELL. Mr. President. I
yvield 5 minutes to the Senator from
Missouri. Mr. HAWLEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Missouri.

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President. I want
to begin this evening hy saying thank
you 1o (he men and women of Lhe Cap-
itel Police. the Nalional Guardsmen,
the Metropolilan Police, and others
who came (¢ this Capiiol and put their
lives on lhe line te protect everybody
here who was working inside. I want to
thank law enforvement all across this
counbry—in my home State of Missouri
and everywhere else—who do that day
in and day out.

I just wanl to acknowledge that.
when it comes to violence, it was a ter-
rible year in America this last year. We
have seen a lol of violence against law
enforcement., and today. we saw it lere
in the Capilol of the United States, In
this counlry. in the United Siates of
America. we cannot say emphatically
enough: Violence is nol how you
achieve change. Violence is nol how
you achieve something better.

Our Constitution was built and pul
inko place s0 thal there would be, in
the words of Abraham Lincoln. no ap-
peal from ballots to bullets. which is
whal we saw. unfortunately. altempted
tonight. There is no place for that in
the Uniled Stales of America. and thal
is why I submit to my colleagues that
what we are doing here tonight is. ac-
tually, very important because. for
those who have concerns about the in-
tegrity of our elections and for those
who have concerns aboulb what hap-
pened in November. this is the appro-
priate means. This is the lawful place
where those objections and concerns
should be heard. This is the forum that
Lhe law provides for—thal our laws
provide for—Jfor Lhose voncerns 1o bLe
registersd, unot through viglenve—notl
by appealing from hallots lo bulleis—
but here. in this lawful process.
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So Lo those who say that this is just
a formality today—an antigue cere-
mony thal we have engaged in for a
couple of hundred years—I can’lL say
that I agree. I ean’t say thal our prece-
dent suggests that. I actually think it
is very vital. what we do, The oppor-
tunity to be heard and to register ob-
jections is very vital because this is
the place where those ohjections are to
be heard and dealt with. debated. and
finally resolved—in this lawiul means.
peacefully. withoul violence. without
attacks. without bullets.

Let me just say now. briefly—in lieu
of speaking about it later—a word
about Pennsylvania. which is a State
that I have been focused on and have
chjscled to, as an example of why peo-
pleé are concerned—why millions of
Americans are concerned—about our
alection integrity.

I say Lo Penusylvania. guite apart
from allegations of any fraud, you have
a State constitution thatl has heen in-
terpreted for over a century Lo say that
there is no mail-in balloting permitted
except. for in wvery =wmarrow cir-
cumstances, which is also provided for
in the law. Yet, last year. Pennsylva-
nia's elected officials passed a whole
new law that allowed for universal
mail-in balloting. and they did it. irre-
gardless of what the Pennsylvania Con~
gtitution said.

Then, when Pennsylvania's citizens
tried Lo be heard on this subiscl before
the Pennsylvania Supreme Courl, they
were Qismissed on grounds of procedure
and timeliness, in violalion of that su-
preme court's own precedent.

So the meritg of the case have never
been heard. The constitutionality of
the statute. actnally. has never been
defenided. T am not aware of any court
that has passed on its constitu-
tionality. I acbually am not aware of
anvbody who has defended the con-
stitutionality, and this was the statute
that governed this last election in
which there were over 2.5 million mail-
in hallots in Pennsylvania,

This is my point. that this is ihe
forum. The Pennsylvania Supreme
Courtl hasn't heard the case. and there
is no other court Lo go to. Lo hear the
case in the State. so this is the appro-
prialte place for these concerns L0 be
raised, which is why 1 have raised them
here today.

I hope that this body will not miss
the opportunity to take affirmative ac-
tion to address the concerns of so many
millions of Arpericans—to say to mil-
lions of Americans tonight that vio-
lence is never warranted, lthal violence
will not be {olerated. that those who
engage in it will be prosecuted. hut
that this body will act Lo address the
concerns of all Americans across the
country.

We do need an investigation into
irregularities. fraud. We do need a way
forward together. We need eleclion se-
curity reforms. I bet my friends on the
other side of the aisle don't disagres
with that. We need 1o find a way to
move forward on thal together so that
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the American people from hoth parties
and all walks of life can have con-
fidence in thelr electicns and so that
we can arrange ourselves under ihe
rule of law that we share together.

1 yield Lhe floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
eratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senalor
Pennsylvania. Mr. CasEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Pennsylvania.

Mr., CASEY. Myr. President. I rise Lo-
night to defend the people of the Com-
monweallh of Pennsylvania—to defend
the more than 6.9 million voters who
voled in this election—and Lo condemn.
in the slrongesi possible terms. this at-
tempt to disenfranchise the voters of
Pennsylvania hased upon a lie. a false-
hood. That same lie sowed the seeds of
today’s viclence and today’s lawless-
ness here in fhe Capitol.

Cne of my constiluents. Susan. from
Lehigh Valley—the community of our
State where Senator TOOMEY lives—re-
cenlly wrole Lo my office and, perhaps.
said it besi:

We cannoi allow ANYBODY to overlurn
the legal voles of the citizens of Pennsyl-
vania. This would be the ultimate destruc-
tion of our democracy.

Susan bad it right, We cannot allow
“ANYBODY "—and she put thal word
in all caps—Uio overturn the legal voles
of the people of our Siale,

Let me address the allegation regard-
ing the Pennsylvania Constitution and
the general assembly and somehow
that the general assembly didn’t have
the authority toc enact 'no excuse
mail-in voting"—thal process—ior the
people of our State.

First. the law in guesbion. Act 77. was
passed in 2019 and was implemented
without any serious guestion as to its
constitutionality. The law was passed
by a Republican-controlled general as-
sembly, house and senate. It was only
after the 2020 election. when it became
¢lear that President-Elect Joe Biden
won Peannsylvania by a little more
than 80.000 votes. that some Republican
politicians in our State decided fo
challenge the constitutionality of the
law.

Second. Acl 77 is plainly constitu-
tional. My colleagues allege that the
State econstitution reguires in-person
voting except under limited cir-
cumstances. This is not irue. While
Pennsylvania lays oui specific sitna-
lions in which abssntee voting is re-
quired. there is no in-person require-
ment in our State constitution. The
constitution sets a floor. not a ceiling.
for this type of voting.

Third. apart from the argument made
by my colleague. there is bipartisan
agreement across our Stale—al the
local. State, and Federal levels—that
our eleclion was fair. secure. and law-
ful. On Monday. my colleague {rom
Pennsylvania. Senator TOOMEY, wrole
in an op-ed: —~The evidence is over-
whelming that Joe Biden won this elec-
tion.”

There is simply no evidence Lo justify
the oulrageocus claims of widespread

{rom
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voler fraud or eleclion irrvegularities
that have Dbeen suggested by those
seeking to overturn the election, There
have heen 80 cases in court after court.
all throughoui our State and through-
out lhe gountry. including in Lhe Su-
preme Court. Lhal have deall wilh this
bizarre argument that we know is
hased upon that lie.

In one court. the U.8. Court of Ap-
peals for the Third Circuit, Judge
Bibas. appointed by President Trump.
wrote:

The campaign’s claims have ne merii, The
United States has {ree and fair elections,
which are the lifeblood of our democracy.
Charges require specific allegations and then
prool. We have neither here.

S0 said Judge Bihas.

Finally. a word aboul those electlion
officials who did such work. These elec-
tion officials all across our State—Re-
publicans and Democrats [rom red
counties and bhlue counties—aid tlhieir
jobs. They are patriots. and these ob-
jections are an attack on these Penn-
sylvania public servants. I will give
¥ou one example from Republican
Commissioner Al Schmidt. of Philadel-
phia.

He wrote:

There really should not be a disagreement.
regalrdless of party affiliation. when we're
talking about counting votes . . . by éligible
voters, It is not & very controversial thing
or. at least. it shouldn't be.

After election day. Commissioner Al
Schmidt. his family. and his colleagues
were subjected to death threats simply
because he was lrying to do his job
with integrity. IL calls to mind that
great line from  “America the
Beautiful”: O beautiful for patriot
dream. That sees heyoud the years.”

These election cofficials. like so many
of our patriots—and we heard from
Senator DUCKWORTH tonight, a real pa-
triot—did their jobs. Let's support
these patriols. Vote against this objec-
tion.

I yield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENTY. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. 1 yield 5 minuies
to the Senator from Utah, Mr. ROMNEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Utab.

Mr. ROMNEY., Today was heart-
breaking. and I was shaken to the core
as I thoughl about the people I have
met in China and Russia and Afghani-
slan and Iraq and other places who
vearn for freedom and who look to this
huilding and these shores as a place of
hope. I saw the images bheing hroad-
casted around the world. and it breaks
my heart.,

I have 25 grandchildren. Many of
them were walching TV. thinking
about this buildinyg. and whelher their
grandpa was OK. I knew I was OK. I
must Lell yvou. as well, thal I am proud
to serye with these men and women.
This is an extracrdinary group of peo-
ple. 1T am proud to be a Member of the
U.8. Senate and meet with people of in-
Legrity as we do here today.

Now. we galher due o a selfish man's
injured pride and the oulrage of his
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supporlers. whon he has deliberately
misinformed for the pasl 2 months and
stirred Lo aclion this very morning,
What happened bere today was an in-
sarrection ihat was incited by the
Presideni of the United States., Those
who choose to continue to support his
dangerous gambil by objecting o Lhe
results of a legitimate and democratic
election will forever be seen as being
complicit in an unprecedented altack
against our democracy. Fairly or not.
they will be remembered for their role
in this shameful episode of American
history. Thal will be their legacy.

I salute Senators LANEFORD and
LOBFFLER and Braux and DAINES and. I
am sure. others who. in light of today's
outrage. bave withdrawn their ohjec-
tions. For any who remain insistent on
an audit in order to satisfy the many
people who believe the election was
stolen. I wounld offer this perspective:
No congressional audit is ever going to
convince tithese voters. partieularly
when Lthe President will continue to
say thal the election was stolen. The
besl way we can show respect for the
voters who are upset is by telling them
the truth,

(Applause, Senalors rising.)

That is the burden. That is the duty
of leadership. The truth is that Presi-
denl-Elect Biden won the election. and
President Trump lost. I had that expe-
rience myself. It is no fun.

(Laughter.)

Scores of courls, the Presideni’s own
Attorney General. and State elections
officials. bolth Republican and Demo-
cral. have reached that uneguivocal de-
cision.

In light of today’s sad circumstances,
I ask my colleague: Do we weigh our
own political foriunes more heavily
than we weigh Lhe strength of our Re-
public, the strengtlh of our democracy.
and the cause of freedom? What is the
weight of persomal acclaim compared
to the weight of conscience?

Leader MCCONNELL said that Lhe vole
today is the most importani in his 36
years of public service. Think of that
after his anthorizing two wars and vot-
ing against two impeachments. He said
that not because the vole reveals some-
thing about the election but hecause
Lhis vole reveals somelhing about us.

I urge my colleagues to mowve forward
with completing the slectoral count. to
vefrain from further objections. and to
unanimously affirm the legitimacy of
the Presidential election.

Thank you, Mr. President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr., SCHUMER. The Semnator
New Hampshire. Senator SHAHEEN.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatlor
from New Hampshire.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, on
January 3. 1. along with 31 of my col-
leagues, stood in this Chamber and
swore an ocath to support and defend
the Corstifution of the United Stales.
It is both ironic and deeply dis-
appointing that only 3 days after
swearing these oaths. some of my col-

from
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leagues are coming close to hreaking
this promise.

Since 1797. each U.S. President hes
peavefully handed over powser to the
next. and that will happen again on
January 20. when Donald Trump, de-
spite the protesters today. Lhe violence
today—when Donald Trump leaves the
White House al noon and Joe Biden he-
comes President.

‘We have heard tonighlt from both
Democrals and Republicans ahout Lhe
importance of ths volers speaking in
the election and about the fact that
there is no evidence of widespread
voler fraud. Bul this is not just an
issue for us here in the United States:
this is an issue for nascent demeocracies
around the world. which. as Senator
ROMKEY said. Iook to the United States
as an example. We are the shining city
on the hill. We give those struggling
under oppression hope for a hetter fu-
Lure.

Now. like so many of us in this
Chamber. I have traveled to developing
democracies around the world—to Af-
ghanistan and Irag. to the Western Bal-
kans. to Africa. to the couniry of Geor-
gia. I went there with my ecclieague
Senator RiscH.

In 2012, we wenl Lo Georgia Lo ob-
serve officially. on bhehalf of the Sen-
ate., the election helween outgoing
President Mikheil Saakashvili and his
United National Movement Party and
the challenge by Georgian Dream.
which was & newly formed party sup-
ported and funded by billionaire oli-
garch Bidzina Ivanishvili. It was a bat-
tie for Parliament. but also for control
of the government.

Senator RISCH and I vigited mulliple
polling places on election day. and we
agreed with the international assess-
ment bthat that election was free and
fair and that Georgian Dream were the
winners.

But there was real concern in the
country that Saakashvili was going Lo
refuse to give up power—thal Lhat
would lead to violence, and il would
end the nascent democratic reforms
that were happening in Lhal former So-
viet Republic.

So Senator RIsCH and I. the day after
the election. wenl Lo visil Presidenl
Saakashvill to try and talk him out of
staying in power. 1 remember very
clearly going to his home. and we sat
down with him. and we pointed oul
that the hallmark of a democracy—
what he had worked so hard for in his
8 vears as President of Georgia—the
hallmark of that was to turn over
power in a peaceful election to the per-
son the woters chose, Well. President
Saakashvili listened Lo us. and he did
leave office peacefully.

Bul it is important that future gen-
eralions recognize that America—like
democracies everywhere—depends on a
peaceful transilion of power. on believ-
ing in what the voters say. and ensur-
ing thal happens.

Unfortunately. we have heard from
some Senalors today who have heen en-
abling President Trump's willful dis-
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regard of Lhe voles of our citizenvy.
gven as theyv speak oul against foreign
leaders who ignore their own people.

They will fail. and history will re-
member them.

I hope that {future generations will
view the actions of some of those folks
today as little more than an unfortu-
nale anomaly.

Future opportunislis may use this ili-
fated effort to sesk short-term polit-
ical gain cover the long-term stability
of our Republic. But for the sake of cur
great country and America’s standing
in the world. I ask my colleagues today
1o fully endorse the results of the free
and fair slection and set aside this par-
tisan attempt to subvert the will of the
people. We should be venerating the
peaceful transition of power. even if
our own preferved candidate didn’t win,
That is. afler all. who we are in the
United States of America.

Thank you. Mr. President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Myr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President. I
vield up te 5 minutes to the Senator
from Ohio. Senalor PORTMAXN.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from QOhio.

Myr. PORTMAN, Mr. Vice President.
you have fulfilled your duties as Presi-
dent of {he Senate tlonight with dis-
tinction. and we all appreciate it.

1 thought aboul changing my mind
and nol speaking tonight. given the
lateness of the hour. and I know all of
my colleagues would have appreciated
that greatly. But T thought it was nec-
essary to speak because 1 want the
American people. particularly my con-
stituents in Ohio. Lo see thal we will
nol be intimidated. thal we will nol
disrupted from cur work. thal here in
the ¢itadel of dermnouracy. we will con-
tinue to do the work of the people. Mob
rule is nol going to prevail here.

Now. let’s face it. We did not reclaim
this Chamber tonighi. Brave and sell-
less law enforcement officers stood in
the breach and ensured that the citadel
of democracy would De protected and
that we would be defended. and we are
deeply grateful for that—as is the Na-
tion.

I have listened carefully to com-
ments of my eolleagues, and I have lis-
tened over the past couple of weeks as
this issue has been discussed, and I tell
you. for me. it is not a hard decision. I
stand with the Constitution. I stand
with what the Constitution makes
clear: The people and the States hold
the power here. not us.

My oath to the Constitution and my
reverence for our democratlic principles
make il easy for me (o confirm these
State certificalions.

By the way. I opposed this process
some 15 years ago. when some Demo-
crats chose to object to the electors
from my home Stale of Ohic after the
2004 elections. I opposed it then. and 1
oppose it now. I said at the time that
Congress must nol thwart the will of
the people. Thal isx what we would he
doing.
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Let's assume for a moment thal
those who object to lhe certifications
are right. that the Counslitution in-
tended that a bare majority of dMem-
bers of Congress could circumvent the
Stales thatl have chosen to certify the
popular votes of their own State citi-
zens, I ask the objectors to think about
the precedent that would be set il we
were Lo do that.

What if the majorily in the House
and the Senale were of the other party
when a Presidential candidate of ocur
parly came through a close Presi-
dential election? Would you want a
Congress coutrolled by the Democrais
to play the role you now iniend for us?

It is asking Congress to substitule its
judgment for the judgmenl of the vol-
ers and its judgment for the judgment
of the States that cerlified the results.
And even forgetling the dangerous
precedent that would e sel. what
would he the hasis for objecting in this
election?

Look. I voted for President Trump. I
supporied him hecause I believe the
Trump administration’s policies are
hetter for Ohio and for the couniry.
And I supported the Trump campaign's
right 1o pursue recounts—they had
every right to do it—and legal chal-
lenges.

I agree that there were instances of
fraud and Irvegularities in the 2020
eleclions. I think we all do. And by the
way. there are fraud and irregularities
in every Presidential election.

But it is also trues that after 2
months of recounts and legal chal-
lenges, not a single Stale recount
changed the result. And of the dozens
of lawsuils filed. nol one found evi-
dence of fraud or irregularities wide-
spread enough to change the result of
the election. This was the finding of
nmmerous Republican-appeinted judges
and the Trump administration’s own
Department of Justice.

Every State has now weighed in and
chosen to cerbify ils electoral slate
based on the popular vole, as set out in
the Constitution.

1 understand thal many Americans
whe would never storm this Capitol
don’t Lrust the integrity of the 2020
eleclion. don't think the States should
have certified. don’t think we should
have accepled the results from the
States. and are insisting on more
transparency and accountability.

In Lhe 2016 elections, lest we forget.
many Democrats objected to the re-
sults and distrusied the election.

I challenge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to listen hut also to
do our part to iry to restore faith in
our elections. We should all work to
improve the integrity of the electoral
svstem and the confidence of the Amer-
ican people in this bedrock of our great
democratic Republic.

Today. I will do my constitutional
duty and oppose these efforis Lo reject
the State~certified results.

And tomorrow. in Lthe wake of this
attack on the Capilol. the pandemic
that engulfs us. and olher nalional

challenges. let's work together for the
people.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demeo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I he-
lieve we have 8 minutes left. so I would
Iike to divide 4 to Senator KING and 4
to Senalor VAN HOLLEN.

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is cor-
1rect.

The Senator from Maine.

Mr. KING. Mr. Presideni. Winston
Churchill once said that he could do a
2-hour speech extemporaneously, bul a
10-minute speech took immense prepa-
ration. I don’t know what he would
have said about a 4-minute speech.

We are a 240-year anomaly in world
history. We lhink (hat what we have
here in this country is Lhe way il has
always been.

It is a very wausual form of govern-
ment. The normal form of government
throughout world history is dictators,
kings. czars. pharaohs. warlords. ty-
rants. And we thought 20 years ago the
march of history was toward democ-
racy. but it is in retreat in Hungary
and Turkey—goodness knows, in Rus-
sia.

Democracy as we have practiced it is
fragile, It is fragile. and it resis upon
trust. It rests upon trust in facts. It
rests upon trust in courts, in public of-
ficials, and. yes, in elections.

I don’t sympsathize or justify or in
any way—in any way—support—=that is
putting it mildly—what happened here
today. but I nnderstand it. I under-
stand it hecanse 1 saw those people
interviewed today, and they said: We
are here because Lhis election has been
stolern.

And the reason they said that is that
their leader has heen telling them that
every day for 2 months.

We cannolb afford to pull bricks oul
from the foundation of trust that
underlies our entire system. And I
agree with Governor ROMNEY thal Lhe
answer to this problem is to tell people
the truth—is to tell them whal hap-
pened.

It is easy to conlront your opponents.
It is hard 1o confront your friends.

It is hard to tell your supporters
something they don't want to hear, but
that is our obligation. That is why Lhe
word “leader” is applied te people in
jobs like ours. It is not supposed Lo be
easy. It is supposed to be something
that we take on as a sacred obligation.
and if people believe something that
isn't lrue. it is our obligation to tell
them: No. 1 am gorry. it isn't. just as
Senator PORTMAN just said, as MIKE
LEE just said: I am sorry we ¢an't do
this here. We don't want to do this
here. This is a power reserved (o the
Stales, not Lo the Congress.

And I agree with the majority leader.
I think this is one of the most impor-
tant voles any of us will aver take.

On December 1. 1862, Abraham Lin-
coln came to this building. He came Lo
this building in the darkest days of the
Civil War. He was trying to awaken the
Congress to the crisis that we were fac-
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ing. and he didn't feel that they were
fully and effeclively engaged. He ended
his speech thal day with words that 1
think have an eerie relevance tonight.
Here is what Abraham Lincoln said:

FPellow-[Americans]. we cannot escape hiy-
tory. We of this Congress and this adminis-
tration. will e remembered in spite of our-
selves. No personal significance. or insignifi-
cange. can spare ong or ancther ol us.

And here are his final words:

The fiery trial through which we pass will
light us down in honor or dishonor 1o the lat-
est generalion.

The fiery trial through which we
pass, will light us down in honor or dis-
honor Lo the latest generation.

Thank you. Mr, President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Maryland.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Thank you. Mr.
President. The mob viclence and atl-
tack we saw on our Capitol today
should he a wake-up call to each and
every one of us of whai happens when
we fail to come together, not as Demo-
crats and Republicans but each of us as
Americans. Lo stand up Lo a President
who time and again has shown con-
Lempt for our democracy. conlempt for
our Constitution.

Today. here on the Capitol. we wit-
nessed people taking down an Amer-
jcan flag and pulling up a Trump flag.
That is nol democracy in the United
States of America.

As every Senator who has spoken has
mentioned. we have for hundreds of
vears had a peaceful transfer of power,
Nohody likes to lose. and supporters of
the lesing candidate are always dis-
appointed. What is differeut this time?

We all know what is different this
time. We have a President who, as the
Senator from New Jersey said. even be-
fore a vote was cast, Lthal if he didn't
win the election, it was going to be a
fraud and every day since then has per-
petrated that lie.

We have a President who jusi today
criticized the very loyal Vive Presi-
dent. who is presiding righ! now, wg-
ing him to disregard his responsibil-
ities under the Constitution of the
United States in order to reinstall Don-
ald Trump 4s President; the same per-
son who got on the phone tc the sec-
retary of state in Georgia and threat-
ened him to change the results of the
election.

Mr. President. I read something this
week I never thought I would read in a
newspaper in the United States of
America. It was an op-ed by all the liv-
ing former Secretaries of Defernise, in-
cludling Secretaries Rumsfeld, Cheney.
and Malils. warning—warning—the
counbry about our lradition of peaceful
transfer of power and Lthat il would be
inappropriate for the mililary Lo take
sides in the United States of America.
We talk to the world aboul how we
wanl{ to promote democracy and our
values. and right here al home too
many are undernyining those values.

Mr. President. Donald Trump cculd
not do this alone. He could only do it if
he is aided and abetied by individuals
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who are willing 1o perpetrate those lieg
and Lhose conspiracies, and thal is why
it is so important thal we ax Demo-
erats and Republicans and Senalors
stand up lLogelher—stand up together
and tell the Lruth. You kinow when you
go into a court of law. like those 60
cases, you are testifying under penally
of perjury. That is very different than
here in the House and the Senate, and
in all those 60 cases. under penalty of
perjury. there was no evidence of wide-
spread fraud. So il should be easy for
us all Ltogether to tell the truth.

On January 20. Joe Biden will be
sworn in as the next President of the
United States. He has said he wants to
bring the country together. He has said
he wants Lo bring Democrats and Re-
publicans Logether to do some of the
pressing business of this couniyry. to
defeat this pandemic. to get the econ-
omy going again., to face challenging
issues of racial and social justice. 1
hope we will learn from whal happened
today—the mobh atiack on this Cap-
ilcl—the price we pay when we don't
stand up for the truth and for democ-
racy.

James McHenry, Maryland's delegale
¢ the Conslitutional Convenlion.
wrote about a famous exchange in his
diaries Dbelween Elizabeth Willing
Powel and Benjamin Franklin. A lady
asked Dr. Franklin, *Well. Doctor.
whal have we got. a Republic or 2 mon-
archy?” A republic.,” replied Dr.
Franklin, if you can keep it.””

My colleagues. this is a test of
whelher we unite to kesp our Republic.
I hope we will pass the test together.
Thank you.

Mr, LEAHY. Mr. President. January
8. 2021, will forever mark a historic day
for our Nation. Not simply because our
beloved Capitol Dbuilding—the very
heart of our democracy—laid under
siege. Not simply because rioters
stormed the Senate and House floors.
assaulting Capilol Police officers and
leaving a wake of destruclion along the
way. Not simply because lhe President
of the United Siales encouraged his
supporters to commit these felonies—
Lo march to the Capitol and “to fight.”
in his words. No. today will alsc be re-
membered because of what happened
hefore all of that. Today. over 100 Mem-
lers of the House and a dozen Senalors
supported a ploy to deprive the Siates
and the American people of their con-
stitutional role Lo choose our nexi
President—a ploy that amounts to
nothing less than an assaunlt on our
Constitutional republic.

The President’s obacene claim that
the election was stolen from him.
which he continued to spout even while
his rioting supporters roamed the Halls
of the Capitol todav. has been
disproven time and again, Every single
Senator Enows thal Vice President
Biden won the election and did so deci-
sively. Claims that President Trump
won reelection are nol just fantasy:
Lthey are delusional. And ciling volery
mistrust in the election resulls as
erounds for this stunt is particularly
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disingenuous given Lhat those conceins
have Deen fueled by the President's
own haseless conspiracy lheories—uot
by the evidence. not by the facts. and
not by State election administrators.
both Republicans and Democrals. who
actually oversaw these elections and
know what Lhey are talking about.

President Trump and his allies have
now lost more than 80 cases in courts
across the counbry. by judges of every
political stripe. including those ap-
peointed by the President. The lopsided-
ness of these decisions has been ex-
traordinary. It has besen nothing less
than a wholesale rejection of the Presi-
dent's c¢laims, But Lhis is not sur-
priging. The President’s own Attorney
General said there is nc evidence of
widespread Iraud. His own Depariment
of Homeland Security described it as
the 'most secure election in American
history.”

President Trump serves no ome hul
himself. He is not a custodian or gnard-
ian of our democracy. He is a man
whose every decision is driven by his
shallow self-interest. I did not expect
him to be gracious in defeal. I expected
him to throw tantrums. I am not even
surprised that his rhetoric has incited
violence. as il has today. That is who
President Trump is: we have all known
thal for some timie. I am surprised and
disappointed thal so many Members of
this body have let it get this far. After
he incited rioters and criminal actions
by a mob attacking America’s symlol
of democracy. our Capiiol. what more
will he do? He should just leave. He has
damaged the country enough.

Our job today is simply ito count the
votes and to certify thal Joe Biden won
the election. Pretending that Congress
could effectively owerturn the will of
1he American people has. predictably,
poured gasoline on an already lit fire,
We must now get to work to put this
fire out. I am glad that Congress is
taking the first step now—thai is. to
stop with this nonsense and certify this
slection. The next step will be harder.
The only way we stand a chance of
coming together as a country, let alone
making progress for the American peo-~
ple. is by working together.

I am thankful to the many Senatle
Republicans whe have forcefully re-
jected this dangerous political stunt.
even hefore the violence. Your words
had meaning and sent g message to the
country that our democracy will en-
dure.

I have served in the Senate for 46
vears. T can iell you that history will
remember Lhis sad day. So lef us en-
sure that it is not jusi remembersd for
the destruction. for the President's
recklessness. and for those in Congress
who so casually attempted to overturn
the will of the American people. Let. us
work together now and vcertify this
election. so Lhis day will alse he re-
membered for those who stood up and
rejected this dangerous political stunt
for the good of the Republic and for lhe
wooil of the American people.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mi. President.
Today hasg been a dark dav Lhat will
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take a long time and a Iot of work to
overceme. Il has been a day truly un-
worthy of our Nation.

I thank the U.S. Capitol Police, the
U.S. Secrel Servive. the law enforce-
ment officers from Washingion., DC.
Maryland. and Virginia. the National
Guard. and olhers who have protected
this institution and the U.8. Congress
today.

There will he time Lo say more ahout
today’s events, but I rise now Lo speak
about the unprecedented aciions today
to attempt 10 undermine 2 fairly and
properly conducted democraltic elec-
tion.

Under our system of govermment.
States bear the primary responsibility
for running elections and certifying
election results, and thal is exaclly
what we have seen—all 50 Stales and
the District of Celumbia have certified
the results of thie 2020 Presidential
election,

The resulls of the eleciion are clear:
Joe Biden and KAMAL4A HARRIS won.

Challenging these electoral votes
now is the height of hypocrisy for a
party tha{ prides itself on Siales
rights.

Even worse. today’s actions are based
on the faulty premise thal this slection
was sonmehow tainted by widespread
fraud. which is flal oul wrong.

Protesting these votes Loday is a dis-
service to our constitutional order and
the more than Bl million Americans
who voted for Joe Biden and KAMALA
HARRIS,

We must also recognize that today’s
actions could echo far beyond this elec-
tion. Qur democratic Republic has sur-
vived as a resull of certain bedrock
priaciples. Iincluding the peaceful
transfer of power and the right of the
people Lo elect their Ieaders.

For Congress to challenge the legit-
imacy of elecioral votes because Presi-
denl Trump is upsel that he lost far ex-
ceeds our role as envisioned by our
Founding Fathers.

These challenges threaten the very
core of a functioning demoecracy—that
rolers and votes maiter.

if a State’s electoral votes can be set
aside by Congress based on conspiracy
theories dreamed up by the President
and his followers. the value of free and
{air glections is damaged.

My, President. those who feel they
needed to protest today's results say
they do sc because of allegations of
fraud. The problem is, those allega-
tions all originate from President
Trump himself.

The Justice Department found no
evidence of widespread fraud. Attoiney
General Barr himself said there were
n¢ irregularities that eould have af-
fected the outcome of the election.

Likewise. our cvourts—including the
Supreme Court—have tossed out law-
suit after lawsnit filed by President
Trump and his allies. more than 60 in
total.

I appreciate those Republicans Sen-
ators who have stood up for democracy
and against Lhese baseless objesclions
10 the election resulls.
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Senaior ROAMNEY called it an “egre-
gious ploy.”

Senator TooMEY said. ~Allegalions of
fraud by a losing campaign cannol jus-
Lify overturning an election.™

Senator PORTMAN said, I cannot
support allowing Congress to thwart
Lthe will of the volers.”

And Senator THUNE added. “Ils time
for everyhody Lo move on.™

He is right: the election is over.
President-Elect Biden won.
Especially now. afler all of the

evenis of the day. It is truly time to
zel Lo work repairing our country.

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the
floor.

Mr. CARPER. Mr., Presideni. —free.
fajr elections are the lifeblood of our
democracy. Charges of unfairness are
serious. hut calling an election unfair
does not make it g0. Charges reguire
specific allegations and then proof. We
have neither here.”

Those aren’t my words. Those are the
words of a judge on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit. rejecting
Presiden{ Trump's legal challenges Lo
the Pennsylvania election—a judge
who. I might add. was 2 longtime mem-
ber of the conservative Federalist Soci-
ely and was nominated to the bench by
President Tramp.

Mr. Presideni. the 2020 presidential
election was hard-fought, bul the
American people spoke clearly and de-
cisively: 81.2 million votes for Joe
Biden. 74.2 million votes for Donald
Tramp. 51.8 percent of the vote for Joe
Biden. 46.8 percentl of the vote for Don-
ald Trump. 306 electoral college votes
for Joe Biden. 232 electoral e¢ollege
votes for Donald Trump.

Aceepting the oulcome of an election
can be difficult when our political
party doesn’t wid. bui calling an elec-
1ion unfair does not make it so.

More than 60 Federal and State
courts. involving more than 90 judges,
many of whom were nominated by Re-
publican Presidents. ineluding Presi-
dent Trump., are all in agreement. No
evidence of widespread fraud. wrong-
doing, or other irregularities have been
uncovered during the 2020 election.

Unfortunately, soms of our cpl-
leagues today ask us (¢ do the same
thing Donald Trump asked of the sec-
retary of stabe of Georgia: Lo overturn
the results of the 2020 sleciion without
specific allegations and without proof.
Our colleagues are asking us not to
abide by the will of the people bul o
bend to the will of one man. Donald
Trump.

In 1787. delegates from 13 Siales con-
vened in Philadelphia to debate the fu-
ture of our country. Our Founders dis-
agreed on many things, but they did
agree that they didn’t want a Xing. and
they set up an inlricate system of
checks and halances to ensure Lhal we
wpuld never have an all-powerful King.
Thatl system ©of checks and halances is
Leing pashed Lo a dangerous 1imit here
today. but il will prevail.

Here are just some of the ¢laims Don-
ald Trump and his legal team have
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made and thal our colleagues lend cre-
dence Lo today: that Venezuela. Cuba.
and China rigwed our counlry's voting
machineg in favor of Joe Riden: thal
dead people voted in this election and
theyv only voled for Joe Biden: and that
pcll watchers and election observers—
who risked their lives during this pan-
demic to uphold the integrity of our
elections—stuffed ballot hoxes with
Biden votes and shyedded Trump vobes.
Not one—lel me repeat—mnol one of
these things is true. There is no evi-
dence to back up these ridiculous
claimas,

Many of these absurd claims from
Donald Trump and his legal leam are
nothing more than conspiracy lheories
cirgulating online, This misinforma-
tion and dangerous rhetoric from the
Presidenl and his allies, including calls
for violence. have polluted our dis-
course and imperiled our peaceful tran-
sition of power, And when our col-
leagues show indifference or outright
support for these unsubstantiated
claims and conspiracy theories. they
lead our nation and owr Constitution
down a dangerous palh. We all swore
an oath to support and defend our Con-
stitution—mnot our political party. and
certainly not any individual candidate.

Colleagues, for the safetly of our citi-
zens and our Republic. we musl lead by
example and Llurn ithe tempsrature
down. It was a hard-fought campaign.
but the campaign is over, the voles
have been counted. the count has heen
certified in all 50 States, and in 2
weeks. onn January 20th. Joe Biden and
KaMALA HARRIS will be sworn-in as
President and Vice-President of the
United States.

We have serious and urgent chal-
lenges that will require working with
our new President and Vice President
and with one ancther. including mak-
ing sure hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans can be vaccinaled., geliing our
kids back to school. and gebling their
parents back to work. jusl to name a
few.

it is tinmre to stop trying to overturn
the will of the people and gel back Lo
working on their behalf.

President Lincoln observed at the
end of the Geliysburg Address that
ours is a “‘government of the people, by
the people. and for Lhe people.” Even in
the midst ¢f 2 Civil War, President Lin-
coln put his upwavering faith in “the
people” (o chart our Nation's course.
We would be wise {0 remember Lin-
coln’s words in this moment. We are
not a government of Trump. by Trump.
and for Trump. We are a government of
the people. by the pecople. and for the
people. And the people have spoken.
Cur only job today is Lo lislen Lo them.

M. CARDIN. Mr. President. not lik-
ing whom the voters choose to vote for
in an election does not mean it is a
fraudulent election. Bnabling such talk
and actively working {o disseminate
false informalion that cripples our gov-
erament ig in itself a fraud committed
agalnst the American people and our
Constitution.
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This past November, the American
pecple voted in Lhe highest numbers we
have seen in our Natlion's history. More
than 155 million Americans cast a bal-
lot in what was a free and fair elsction.

A clear majority voted for former
Vice President Joe Biden over Presi-
dent Donald Trump. This was not the
closest election in our Nation's history
by a long shot. President-Elect Joe
Biden won by more than 7 million
votes. He and Vice President-HElect
Kamavra HarrpIs won 308 electoral
voles. Donald Trump and Mike Pence
received 232 electoral votes.

Given the tremendous impact Lhe
COVID-18 pandemic has had on our
country. everyone should be over-
whelmed thal Americans turned out in
such slrong numbers for this election.
People should not have to choose be-
tween ocasting their ballot and pro-
tecting their own health and their fam-
ily’s health. The pandemic wreaked
havoe in sc many of our lives for much
of last year. which is why our election
officials in most States responded by
taking special measures and pre-
caulions to protect the right to vote
while safeguarding the health and well-
being of voters and election judges
alike.

Eleclion security officials, Federal
and those in all 50 States and Lhe Dis-
Lrict of Columbia—Democrats. Repul-
licans, and Independente—have all cer-
tified that we held a free and fair else-
tion despite these extraordinary cir-
cumstances. The Department of Home-
land Security. DHS, stated that the
November 3 election was ““the most se-
cure in American history™ and that
“there is no evidenice that any voting
system deleted or lost wotes. changed
votes. or was in any way com-
promised.”

President Trump responded how we
would expect a would-be autocrat to re-
spond. by firing the head of ths DHS
agency overseeing election security,
pursning baseless and groundless law-
suits. and promoting wild conspiracy
theories about a rigged election. These
lawsuits repeatedly have been dis-
missed as frivolous by both State and
Federal! judges appeointed by hoth Re-
publican and Democratic Chief Execu-
tives,

There is simply no evidence of wide-
spread voter fraud claims in this elec-
tion that can credibly alfect the out-
come of the election. which even
former U.8. Attorney General William
Barr—speaking on behalf of the De-
partment of Justice—acknowledged. In
December. the electoral college met to
certify the results. and all of the
States and the District of Columbia
have now regularly veporied their re-
sulis Lo Congress, pursuant to the 12th
Amendment to the Constitution.

In Pennsylvania. a panel of the Third
Circuit Court of Appeals unanimously
rejected President Trump's lawsuil
making claims that a State court had
already dismissed. Stephanos Bibas—a
judge whom President Trump ap-
pointed—wrote. ~Free. fair elections
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are the lifehlood of our democracy.
Charges of unfairness are serious. But
calling an election unfair does not
make it so. Charges require specific al-
legations and then prool. We have nei-
they here.”

On Monday, Januvary 4, in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Co-
Inmbia, James Boasherg—whom George
W. Bush originally appointed to the
bench—dismissed yet another frivolous
lawsuil seeking Lo stop Congress from
certifying President Presidenl-Elect
Joe Biden's victory when it meets in
joint session to tally Lthe electoral col-
lege votes on Wednésday.

in a 7-page opinion. Judge Boasberyg
noted that the plalntiffs had filed in
the wrong court; did not have standing
1o sue: and had made no effort to serve
defendants with the suit. a legal re-
quirement. He indicated that he was
contemplating referring the case to the
Court's Commiilee on Grievances “for
potential discipline of Plaintiffs’ coun-
sel.”™ More importanlly. he wrote. ~the
suit rests on a fundamentlal and obvi-
ous misreading of the Constitution.”
He conecluded, “'It would be risible were
its targel nol s0 grave: the under-
mining of a democratic election for
President of the United States.”

After being shul down again and
again by the couris and State election
officials—ihe people who run the elec-
tions—President Trump has continued
his sordid campaign to undermine the
rule of law in our Nation. He continues
to fan ihe flames of division in our Na-
tion. including encouraging fringe ele-
ments seeking to declare martial law
or have the military intervene to over-
turn the election results. This dema-
goguery led all 10 former Secretaries of
Defense who are still living—Repub-
licans and Democrats alike—to warn
against any atitempt to involve the
military in pursuing claims of election
fraud. arguing that it would take the
TUnited States into ‘‘dangerous. unlaw-
ful and unconstitutional territory.”

President Trump and his enablers’
ceaseless provocations ¢all inlo gques-
tion whether we can have a peaceful
and orderly transition of power in the
United States. This concern is nol the-
oretical, as we saw Loday. as a lawless
mob encouraged by the President tem-
porarily took control of our sacred
Capitol.

President Trump's recent phone call
to pressure Lthe Georgia secretary of
state to ~find~ the votes he needs to
win the State iz his latest failure to
take care that the laws be faithiully
executed.

Historically, American Presidents
have understocd that America is a de-
mocracy and nol an autocracy or a cult
of personality. I find it uafathomable
1hat we even need to say that outl loud.

Hlected legislators cannol. in good
conscience., allow President Trumyp Lo
continue to acl like a dictator by wry-
ing to undermine valid election resulls
and Lrash and burn our Republic on his
way out of office.

If a foreign leader acted in such a
Blatant way Lo overturn legitimate
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election results. he full U.S. Congress
would forcefully condemm such auto-
cratic and undemocralic moves.

My congressional colleagues who are
abjecling to the slectoral college re-
sults without any evidence or legal
basis must stop coddling President
Trump's insatizble ego. They must re-
member their ocath is to the Constitu-
tion and not the President.

Bixty years ago. John F. Kennedy
warned that people who foolishly seek
power by riding the back of the tiger
ultimately end up inside its belly. Peo-
ple should heed that advice. It is time

to put country before personal
ambition.
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President. the

American people should have full faith
in our election sysiem, which is why I
12d Lhe passage of voter ID legislation
in North Carolina and why I supported
President Trump's right to call for re-
counts and bring challenges to the
courls. I share the concerns of many
Americans regarding ihe lack of secu-
rity of widespread mail-in voling and
the partisan actions of activist Demo-
cratic lawyers who succeeded in mak-
ing questionable changes 10 the voting
process while Americans were already
casting their ballots. BEven if it wasn't
enough to change the outcome of the
election, irregularities and fraud are
never acceplable. and they should be
investigated and prosecuted when ap-
propriate.

The Framers of our Constisution
made it ¢lear that the power 1o certify
elections is reserved to the States, not
Congress. Refusing Lo cerlify Stale
election results has no viable path to
success, anid. most Importantly, It
lends legitimacy to the left's stated
policy objective of completely federal-
izing elections and eliminating the
electoral college., Congress should not
oversiep its constitutional guthority
by overturning the resulis of States
and the will of American voters, espe-
cially absent legitimate requests from
States for Congress Lo interyene.

It is a precedent we should not set.
and NaARCY PELOS! and CHUCK SCHUMEE
should not have the power to set aside
electors after the 2024 election and
overrule Federal courts and the Con-
stitulion as they see fit.

I was proud Lo support President
Trump’s agenda and campaign with
him. and I am deeply disappoinied he
was not reelected despite his success in
crealing jobs, cubling taxes. securing a
conservative Judiciary. reforming the
VA, and rebuilding our military. Al-
though 1 certainly wish the resulils
were different, Congress cannot change
them without inflicting irreparable
damage 10 our constitutional Republic.
1 will not oppose the certification of
the elevtoral collsge votes, and I will
not embolden politicians in the future
Lo appoint our Presidenls instead of
having the American people duly slect
(hem.

Mr. KELLY. My, President. In Amer-
ica, we have fair elections and peaceful
trangitions of power. In America. de-
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moceracy prevails over ¢hiaos., And in
America. those who commil violent
acls against our governmenl are held
accountable. These are the values that
I served to defend in the U.S. Navy and
that I have sworn an oath to uphold in
the Senate. and they have not failed
us.
Our democracy was tested today—
first. by a baseless objection to Arizo-
na's electoral votes. despile the fact
that Arizona’s elections were fairly ad-
ministered and vertified by & Repub-
lican Governor. a Democratic Sec-
retary of state. and public servants al
every level of government and rep-
resenting both political parties: and
then again when individuals, spurred
on by the President. stormed the Cap-
itol in an unpatriolic attempl Lo over-
turn our election, They will fail. To-
night we will count Arizona's electoral
votes and those of every other State.

For centuries. our democracy has
thrived hecause after eleclions we have
come together Lo {ind common ground
and solve our challenges, and thal is
the work we begin tonight. My focus
will continue to be on representing Ari-
zonans by working wilth Republicans
and Democrats and the incoming ad-
ministration to beat this virus and re-
huild our sconomy.

Mrs, LUMMIS, Myr. President. it is
the privilege of a lifetime to represent
the people of Wyoming in this greal de-
liberative body. I genuinely look for-
ward to joining each of you to make a
difference for the American people and
to uphold my solemn oath to support
and defend the Constitution.

Let me be clear. An allack on our
Capitol is an attack on our Constitu-
tion and democracy itself. I strongly
condemn the violence thal occurred
today, which did more to thwart the
democratic¢ provess than to protect it.
Today, many Members of Lhe Senale
were {rying to peacefully use our
democratic process Lo ensure sach and
every American’'s vote counls. In tLhe
best tradition of the U.8. Senate, we
will fulfill our constitulional duty and
complete the electoral count tonight.

In 1833, Senaior Daniel Webster said
that -duty binds . . . the conscience of
the individual member” in counting
the votes for President and Vice Presi-
dent. Each of us has a solemn duby to
ensure that the slate of Presidential
electors we certify is beyond reproach,
respeciing the people’s voice and up-
holding the Constitiuition.

Congress will not overturn the pec-
ple’s voice. A president will be inaugu-~
rated on January 20. Congress cannol
and shall not dictate the results of a
Presidential election to our States.
That would be the death of our Repub-
lic,

In the coming months. Congress
must take a fresh look at troubling
concerns from the election that simply
don't add up. After the 2000 Presi-
dential election. millions of voters in
Florida felt disenfranchised. and now 7
million Americans deserve thie assur-
ance and the dignity thal their votes
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count Lhe same as every other Amer-
ican. We owe our fivst duty to the
American people. following proce-
dures—Ilike the Elecloral Count Acl—
used for nearly 150 vears.

It is my fervent hope thai cur State
legislatures will consider meaningful
election reform o ensure thal our elec-
tion laws are applied uniformly. to en-
sure the technology we use is acceurate
and secure. and. most importantly. Lo
ensure that all Americans treasure our
precious righi to vole and feel Lheir
voices are heard. Staleg are al: the very
center of elections in our country and
will remain so.

Many ask why Congress should be in-
volved in eleclion matters thatl have
been considered by the courts. Some
argue that Congress role in cerLifying
cur Presidenlial eleclions is merely
ministerial. Under our constitutional
separation of powers. il is Loo ofien
forgotten that Congress has the right
and duty Lo interpret the Constitution.
especially on matlers which by Lhe
Constitution have been delegated to
Congress, like the elecloral count. Con-
gress interpreted the Twellth Amend-
ment in passing the Electoral Count
Act in 1887 and conlinues to breathe
new life into these provisions by its ac-
tions today. Our Founders understood
Congress would play a key role in de-
bating constitutional issues as a co-
egual branch of government, Thomas
Jefferson commented in an 1819 letter
that each of the three departments [of
government] has equally the right to
decide for ilself what is its duly under
the Constitution.™

I remain deeply concerned that lhe
electoral votes of the Commonweallh
of Pennsylvania were not “‘regularly
eiven™ under Pennsylvania law. as re-
quired by the Elecioral Count Act. Se-
rious concerns have been raised aboul
the constitutionality of Pennsylvania's
vole-by-mail statute. Also. Pennsyl-
vania election law may have heen ap-
plied unevenly by State officials, in-
cluding signature wvevification and
voler identification requirements.

In 2005, Senator Barbara Boxer and
the late Representative Stephanie
Tubbs Jones objected to the slate of
electors from ©Ohio. They rightfully
drew attention to the fact that many
African-Americans and other commu-
nities suifered disproporticnate wait
times al the polls. broken voting ma-
c¢hines. and high ballot rejection rates.
Raising this objection led to some of
these issues being remedied and more
Americans having the precious oppor-
tunily to veote. That is a legacy our
Senate and every American should
value Loday.

Thank you.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President. I

vield 5 minules to the Senator from
South Carclina. Senator GRAHAM.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from South Carolina.

Mr. GRAHAM. Many times. my State
has been the problem. I love it. That is
where I wanl Lo die hat no time soon.
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Tim and I have a good relationship. I
love TIM SCOTT. In 1876, Soulh Caro-
Iina. Louisiana. and Florida seni Lwo
slates of electors—ihey had two Gov-
ernors. by the way—and we didn't
know what to do. Why did South Caro-
lina, Florida, and Louisiana do it? To
hold the counlry hostage Lo end Recon-
struclion. It worked.

The Commission was 8 to 7. It did
work. Nobody accepled it. The way it
ended is when Hayes did a deal with
these three Stales: You give me the
electors. I will kick the Union Army
out. The rest is history. It led to Jim
Crow. If you are looking for hislorical
guidance. this is not the one Lo pick.

If you are looking for a way io con-
vince people Lhere was no fraud. having
a ¢ommission chosen by NANCY PELOSI
MrTcH MCCONXELL, and Jolin Roberts is
not going to get you 1o where you want
Lo go. It ain’t gonna work. 8o it is not
going to do any good. It is going to
delay. and it gives credibilily to a dark
chapler of our history. Thal is why I
am not with you. but I will fight to my
death for you. You are able Lo ohject.
You are nol doing anything wrong.
Other people have objected, 1 just
think it is a uniguely bad idea {o delay
this election.

Trump and I have had a hell of a
journey. I hate it being this way. Oh.
my God. I hate it. From my poinl of
view. he has been a consequential
President. But today. the first thing
you will see. all I can say is. counl me
out. Epough is enough. I tried 1o be
helpful. But when the Wisconsin su-
preme court ruled 4 1o 8 that they
didn’t viclate the Conslitution of Wis-
consin, 1 agreed with the three, but I
accept the four. If Al Gore can accepl 5
to 4 he is not President. I can accept
Wisconsin 4 to 3.

Pennsylvania wenl to the Second Cir-
cuit. So much for all the judges bheing
in Trump’s pocket. They said: No, you
are wrong. I accept the Pennsylvania
Second Circuif that Trump's lawsuit
wasn't right.

Georgia. they said the secretary of
state took the law in his own hands.
and he changed the eleclion Iaws un-
lawinlly. A Federal judge said no. 1 ac-
cept the Federal judge. even though 1
don't agree with iL.

Fraud. They say there is 66.000 people
in Georgia under 18 voling. How many
people believe that? 1 asked: Give me
10. I haven't had one, They said 8.000
felons in prison in Arizona voted. Give
me 10. I haven't gotlen one.

Does thal say there are problems in
every election? 1 don't buy this.
Enough is enough. We got 1o end it.

Vice President PENCE. whal they are
asking you to do, you won't do hecause
you can't.

Talk aboul interesting times. 1 asso-
ciate myself with RaxDp Pavi. How
many times will you hear that? The
mob has done something nchody else
could do Lo gel me and Rand to agree.
Rand is right. If vou are a conserv-
ative. this is the mosl offensive con-
cept in the world thatl a single person
could disenfranchise 155 miilion people.
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[Tihe President of the Senate shall. in the
presence of the Senate and ihe House of Rep-
resentatives, open all vertificates and the
votes shall then be counted;~The person hav-
ing the greatest number of votes f{or Presi-
dent shall e President.

Where in there does it say that Mike
can say. I don't like the resulls: 1
wanl 1o send them back Lo Lhe Slales:
I believe Lhere was {fraud™?

To the conservalives who helieve in
the Constitulion, now is your chance
to stand up and be counted.

Originalism. count me in. It means
what it says.

S0 Mike—Mr. Vice Presulent. just
hang In there. They said: We c¢an count
on Mike., All of us can count on the
Vice President. You are going to do the
righi thing. You are geing to do the
constitutional thing. You have a son
who flies F-35s. You have got a son-in-
law {lying F-18s. They are oul there
fiying so we can get it right here.

There are people dying. to my good
friend from Illinois. to make sure we
liave a chance to argue among our-
selves. and when it is over. it is over. It
is over,

The {inal thing. Joe Biden. 1 have
traveled the world with Joe. I hoped he
lost. 1 prayved he would lose. He won.
He is the legitimate President of the
United States. I cannot convince peo-
ple. certain groups. by my words. but 1
will tell you by my actions that maybhe
I. above all cthers in this body. need to
say this. Joe Biden and KAMALA HARRIS
are lawfully elected and will become
the President and the Vice President of
the United States on January the 20th.

{Applause, Senalors rising.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
vield back the balance of our time.

TOTE ON OBJIECTION TO COUNTING OF ARIZONA

ELECTORAL VOTES

The VICE PRESIDENT. All Lime has
expired.

The guestion is. Shall the objection
submitted by the gentleman from Ari-
zona, Mr. GOSAR. and the Senator {rom
Texas, Mr. CRUZ. and others be sus-
tained?

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President. I
ask for the veas and nays.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a suffitient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

The resull was announced—yeas 6.
nays 93. as follows:

[Roileall Vole No. 1 Leg.]

TEAL 6
Cruz xge-Simith Marshall
Hawley Komnedy Taberville

NAYS--93
Baldwu Erown Coons
Rarressp Bt Corayn
Benmet Cuntwsl} Cortez Marto
Blackburn Capita Cution
Blumenihal Cardin Cramer
Rlomt Carprey Crano
Booker Casoy Daines
Buogmat: Cassidy Buckworth
Braun Culline Ixninn
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Ernst Lowffler Sanse
Feinsten Taujan Schatz
Fuscher Luummis Bcehum
Gillitrand Mauchan Scutt sFls
Graham AMarker Beott (800
Grassley MeConnell Shaheen
Afenande2 Shelly
Merkley Sinema
Moran Smith
Heinrich Murkowsk: Srabenuy
IHickenlooper Aturphv Sultivan
Hirono Murray Tusler
Ioeven Taul Thune
Inhofe Peters Tilis
Jahnson Portman Teomey
Kaine Rend Van Hollen
Kelly Rizch Warne:r
King Romuey Warren
Klobuvhar Rosen Whitehowse
Lankfori Rounds Wicker
Leahy Rubio Wyden
Lee Banders Young

The VICE PRESIDENT. On this vote,
the yeas are B, the nays are 83.

The objection is not sustained.

The Secretary will notify the House
of the action of the Senate. informing
that hody that the Senate is now ready
to proceed to joint session for further
counting of the electoral voite for
President and Vice President.

The majority leader,

Mr. MCCONNELL. S5o. colleagunes.
here is where we are. We have a few
more speakers now as we wait for the
House Lo finish their debate and vote.
We expect the House to finish voting
on Arizona hetween 11:30 and midnight.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President. 1
ask unapimous consent that the Sen-
ale he in a period of morning business.
wilh the following Senators permitted
1o speak therein for up to 5 minutes
each: Senator TOOMEY, Senalor RUBIO,
and Senaltor COLLINS.

Mr. SCHUMER. And on our side. Sen-
ators Wypen, HIRONO, and COONS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BoozMAN)., Without objection, it is so
ordered,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

e — S —————
OBJECTION TO COUNTING OF
PENNSYLVANIA ELECTORAL

VOTES

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr, President. I appre-
ciate the indulgence of my colleagues
allowing me {0 speak twice today. But
my understanding is that later this
evening. cobhjectors will object to the
certification of Pennsylvania's elec-
toral votes because they disapprove of
the process that my State used in the
last election. So in lighi of my expec-
lation of this objection. I rise to defend
the right of my citizens. my constitu-
enls, to vote in the Presidential eleg-
tion.

Letl's be clear. Thal is exactly whatl
this objection is aboul. It is what it
would do. It would overturn Lhe results
of the Presidentlial eleclion in Pennsyl-
vania. and it would thereby deny Penn-
sylvania’s volers the opporiunity Lo
even participate in Llhe Presidentlial
election.

Even if Congress did have the con-
stitutional responsibility to judge the
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worthiness of a Blate’s election proe-
ess. which it does not, rejecting Penn-
sylvania’s elecloral votes would still he
wildly out of preportion io the pur-
poried offenses and very damaging io
our Republic.

Lel me go through a few facts about
Pennsylvania.

First, some of Lhie objectors and, in
fact. even the President of the United
States this morning have observed that
the Pennsylvania Supreme Couri dis-
regarded existing law when it ruled
that mail-in ballots could be counted
even If thev arrived up to 3 days after
election day.

Now, Lhe objectors are right albout
that. In my view. the Supreme Court of
the United States should overturn thatl
illegal decision. But only 10.097 ballois
arrived in Pennsylvania during the 3
days after the election, and those 10.087
hallots have been excluded from the
vote count that resulted in President-
Elect Biden winning Pennsylvania by
about 80.000 voles, What greater rem-
edy could the objectors possibly want

than the complete execlusion of Lhe
late-arriving ballots? How could we

possibly invalidate the entire Pennsyl-
vania election over 10.000 voles that
were not even incinded in the vote
count?

A second charge we heard—and Lhe
Senator from Missouri alluded to it
this evening—is that a 2019 Pennsyl-
vania law that allows mail-in ballots
for any reason—that that might vio-
late the Pennsylvania Constitulion.
First of all. as Senator CASEY observed.
this was a bipartisan law passed with
nearly unanimous Republican suppert.
Clearly. the State legislators and the
Governor helieve it is consistent with
the Pennsylvania Constitution.

Secondly, this law was not c¢hal-
lenged when it was passed. 1t wasn't
challenged when it was applied during
ithe June primary election, It was chal-
lenged only after President Trump lost
the general election. But 2.6 million
Permsylvanians voted by mail-in ballot
in the general election. Over 37 percent
of Pennsylvania voters. in good failh,
relied on a law to cast their votes, as
they had done previously, Now. I un-
derstand you can make a Lheoretical
argument about whether this is con-
sistent with Penunsylvania's Constitu-
tion, and that nesds to he resolved for
future elections. Bul bhecause of this
constitutional guestion that some peo-
ple have. the objectors wanl L0 prevent
Pennsylvania voters from participating
in the Presidential election entirely.
That would be an outrageous remedy
Lo this purporied offense.

A third charge we have heard is that
Pennsylvania officials did not properly
implement Pennsylvania eleciion law
in a variety of other ways. Bui the
Traump ¢ampaign has shown thal many
of these issues have—well, first of all.
none of these issues would have
changed the election outcome. hul
more importantly. the campaign had
many opportunities. of which it availed
ilselll to litigate Lhese issues. They did
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time and again. and they losl repeal-
edly. oflen in unanimous. bipartisan
devisions,

Some of Lhe objectors also cite
Congress's own failure to investigate
allegations of eleciion irregularities.
and that is their justificalion for refus-
ing Lo certify the election results, But
the allegations of election irregular-
ities and fraud have been investigated.
They have been adjudicated. They were
adjudicated in the States in which they
were alleged to have oceurred.

In Pennsylvania. the Trump cam-
paign took their case of election irreg-
ularities into the courtreom of Judge
Matthew Brann of the Federal disirict
court. Judge Brann is a conservalive
Republican Federalist Society member.
Here is what he said about the Trump
campalign case:

This court has been presented with
strained legal argunients without merit and
speculative accusations . . . unsupported by
avidence. In the TUniled Slates of America.
this cannot justify the disenfranchisement of
a single vober. let alone all [the] voters of
the sixth most populated slate.

S0 the campaign then appealed Judge
Brann's decision to the Third Circuit.
and ihey drew a three-judee panel. all
Republican-appointed judges. one ap-
pointed hy President Trump. The panel
concurred with Judge Brann.

Certainly lhere were irregularities in
this eleciion—Llhere always are—but
there is no evidence of significant
{raud. conspiracies. or even significant
anomalies that cast any sericus doubt
on who actually won Lhe election.

You know, one of the ways you can
tell is to look at the bhig piclure in
Pennsylvania. Look at what happened.
In 2018, President Trump won Pennsyl-
vania by eight-tenths of 1 percent. In
2020. e lost Pemnsylvania by a2 little
over 1 percent. Is there anything at all
that is implausible or surprising aboul
a 2-percent change in the election out-
come? .

Relative to 2018. in Pennsylvania the
President lost a little ground in most
of the rural counties he had carried, He
losl a lot of ground in the big suburban
counties, and he slightly narrowed his
large loss in Philadelphia, There are no
surprises here. This reflecis a pattern
that occurred all across the country.

My colleagues, as I have said. it is
not our responsibility to sit in judg-
ment of State election procedures in
Lhe first place, but if it were. there
would not be nearly sufficient reason
Lo deny my constituents their right {o
participate in this Presidential elec-
Lion.

Joe Biden won the election. That is
not what I had hoped for. but Lhat is
what happened. It was an honesl vic-
tory with lhe usual minor irregular-
ilies that occur in most elections.

We witnesged today the damage that
can result when men in power and re-
sponsibility refuse to acknowledge the
uuth. We saw bloodshed hecause the
demagogue chose to spread falsehoods
and sow distrusl of his own fellow
Americans. Let’s nol ahet such decep-
tion. Let's reject 1his motion.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
alor from Qregzon.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President. with just
a {few minuies Lo speak. T am going to
get right to the point.

Gunfive in the halls here, IEDs on the
Capitel groundgs—I will say to my col-
leagues. with the domestic lerrorists
roaming the halls just a few hours ago,
I have been stunned that this debate is
actually going forward. and that is he-
cause. colleagues, this is a fake debate
on electoral certifications: that is be-
cause il lends credibility Lo Lhe bogus
idea that ihe Coungress can actually
toss out the results of the election.
and. as we saw loday, it serves to fuel
insurrection.

Conlrary to what some of my “aye”
voting colleagues helieve by voies cast
just a few minutes ago. this debate has
never been about setiing uwp some kind
of routine election trihunal. This isn’t
about election security, If the Republic
majority for the last 2 vears had actu-
ally been interested in election secu-
rity. they would not have worked re-
lentlessly to block my legislation to
secure our 2020 elections wilh hand-
marked paper ballots and post-election
security audits.

By the way, those are the kinds of
approaches that are part of the Oregon
system. where for 25 years we voted by
mail. I am the Nation's first mail-in
U.S. Senator. The second-—and I see my
colleagues from Maine and Alaska here
because they are very fond of him. like
I am—Gordon Smith. a Republican.
was the second mail-in U.S. Sepator in
our country. That is because we do the
job right. It is efficient.

Our late-Republican secretary of
state. Dennis Richardson. actually told
President: Trump there was no evidence
of fraud.

So if Republicans had been interested
over the last 2 years in actually work-
ing with me and colleagues on both
sides of the aisle and secretaries of
state. we could have had an approach
thal would have empowered the Oregon
idea L0 go national. Insiead, we are
now debating tonight the idea of—z
discussion grounded in total fiction.
brewed in sauldrons of conspiracies on-
lins. These. colleagues. are fever
dreams—fever dreams laundered by
people with election certificates and
real power. And I will tell you, it has
heen painful to walch colleagues sidle
up Lo some of theose conspiracies that
would inflict so much damage on the
American experiment.

Collgagues. I am going to close with
one last point. We saw today an effort
by domestic terrorists L0 try to punch
our democracy Lo Lhe ground. to the
ropes, I am going to close by simply
saying somelhing thal hadn’t been said
tonight, and that is that Donald Trump
can do enormous damage (0 our coun-
try in the next 2 weeks. In ihe next 2
weeks, colleagues. Donald Trump can
do enormous damage to our wonderful
couniry.

This afternoon—I don'i kmow Iif my
colleagues saw it—the National Asso-
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ciation of Manufacturers—an crganiza-
tion with thousands of husinesses.
thousands of companies. and not ex-
aclly a leftwing outfit—they called for
moving forward with the 25ih Amend-
ment. That was all over the news al-
ready this afternoon. colleagues. The
National Association of Manufacturers,
That is what we are seeing in our coun-
try with respect to the fear of Ameri-
cans. having walched what happened
here.

I am just going to close by way of
saying that I helieve that for the next
2 weeks, we have an enormous respon-
sibility to watchdog Donald Tyump day
in and day oulb. to do everything pos-
sible to prevent the kinds of abuses
that we saw today. where an American
lost her iife. and we saw the fear
among our ¢itizens at what went on.
Let's do everything we can as leaders.
Democrals and Republicans. Lo make
sure thal in the nexl 2 weeks., Donald
Trump's abuses are checked and we do
everything we can to prolect this won-
derful Nation of ours.

1 yield the floor.

The PRESIDING O¥FFICEBR. The Sen-
ator from Florida is recognized.

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President. over the
laat weeks and davs leading up to this
vote hers itoday. I have heard from a
Iot of people aboul this vote. and 1
guess I want to address it as much to
them as anyvbody else, These are pesople
I know. These are friends, These are
neighbors. These are longtime sup-
porters. generally people cn my side of
the political aisle.

And they are upset. They are upset.
They look at the media. and the media.
they censoved stories that might have
been negative toward Joe Biden or
were negabive toward Joe Biden. and
social media companiss helped them
out, And they saw how some States
tinkered with and even mutilated
State election laws., and they have
doubts thal the election was legili-
male.

It gives this country Lhis extraor-
dinary crisis of confidence. which is
very dangerous because democracy is
very fragile. and it is nol held together
by elections. Democracy is held to-
gether by people’s confidence in the
election and their willingness to abide
by its results.

So the notion was we need to do
something: we need to {ight. Several of
my colleaguss have adopted the idea—
and I respect it—that they are going to
object.

Now. listen. it is important Lo under-
stand something. Even the people ob-
jecting in the Senate recognize that it
is not going to pass. It is not going Lo
change the oulcome. but il is going Lo
send a message. and il is going to make
3 point.

The problem is I think il is 3 terrible
idea al this moment. Just hours ago. a
voung lady died in this Capitol. That
means somebody. somewhere in this
country. gol a phone call that Lheir
daughler was dead. Their daughter was
going (0 a political rally: she is dead—
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died in this Capitol, somewhere not far
from where we are standing.

We had police officers—Lhe men and
women we walk hy every single day.
who guard the doors and we say hello
to—oul there with riot gear geiting
spit on and attacked today—noil 10
weeks ago: just a few lhwours ago. 1
think it is importani to think about all
those things on a night like tonight
with everything that has happened,

I wouldn't even be here todayv—I
doubt very much whether I would have
even been interested in polities—had it
not been for my grandfather. He died
when I was 14, but I grew up at his
knee. He would sit on the porch and
would smoke three cigars a day. and he
loved history.

He was born in 1899 in rural Cuba. It
was sLill governed by the United
States. It was a protectorales. Thres
vears later. it gained its independence
and became a republic.

During my grandfather’'s first 60
years of life. he saw his couniry have
an armed inswirection after a con-
tested election, multiple Presidents go
into exile, two mililary coups. and the
rise of a Marxist, dictator—a tyranny
that stands to this day.

My entire life—my entire life 1 have
lived with and next 10 people who came
o America because their country was
chaotic and their country was unsafe.
What Isaw today—whal we have seen—
looks more like those countries than
the extraordinary Nation that I am
privileged to call home, and 1 think
ahout the mockery that it makes of
our country.

A lot of people say: Oh. well. China.
China. Lel me just say something. In
all modesty. no one here has worked
harder on the issue of China. They hate
my guis. I am sanctioned—I don’t
know what they are sanctioning—dou-
ble sanctioned. and I can't travel there.
I wasn't planning to anyway.

China is laughing. They are loving
this tonight. In Beijing they are high-
fiving because they point to this and
they say: This is proof the future be-
longs to China. America is in decline.

Vladimir Putin—there is nothing
Viadimir Putin could have come up
with better than what happened here.
It makes us look like we are in loial
chaos and collapse—not 10 mention the
Ayatollah. who is probably bragging, if
he has buddies. to his buddies: Look
what is happening to the Greal Satan.

I think politics has made us crazy.
BEverybedy in this country has lost
their minds on politics. and we have
forgotien Lhat America is not a govern-
ment. America is not a President.
America is pot a Congress.

Lel me tell you what America is.
America iz your family. America is
vour faith. America is your comimu-
nity. That is America. That is what our
adversaries don't, understand. and that
is what we need Lo remember. Thal is
how we are going to rebuild this coun-
try and turn the page and have a future
even brighter than our past.

So that is why I feel so strongly
about this and why I hope those who
disagree with me will understand.
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I yield the floor.

The PRESIDIXG OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii is recognized.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Presidenti. it has
been hard. al times, to find the words
Lo describe the full harm that Donald
Trump has inflicted on our country, We
can spend hours dissecling how his
policies have made us less safe and less
healthy. but his Presidency has also
heen a profound moral failure.

Lel me tell yon a story. A few years
ago. a father from Hawail joined me at
one of my talk-siory sessions in my of-
{fice, and he asked me a guestion that
struck me hard at thal time and has
sluck with me until today. He said:
How can I tell my son that lying is not
OK when the President of the United
States lies every single day? I strug-
gled to answer his guestion then. and 1
am nol sure I could offer an adequate
ANSWEr NOW.

Bul this conversalion remains a cleay
example of how we o not live in nor-
mal times. How is it normal as we and
the world watched in horror as an
angry moh stormed the U.S. Capitol?
Blood was shed. People were hurt. Van-
dalism oceurred.

It Is not normal when we have a
Pregident who lies every single day.
And even in the face of this vandalism.
this mob, he really doesn’t have much
to say except: I love you. You should
¢ home now.

It is not normal when. in the middle
of a pandemic that has claimed the
lives of over 350.000 Americans. which
is nearlv the combined population of
the islands of Maui and the Big Island.
we have 2 Prasident who only seems to
care about spreading conspiracies to
undermine confidence in our elections
and our democracy.

It is nol normal when duly elected
Senators who took an oath to uphold
the Constitution pull a stunt to try and
nullify millions of votes in six States
so that Donald Trump can remain
President. I call this effort a stunt be-
cause it is doomed to fail.

We have a strong bipartisan major-
ity. as noted in the vote that we just
took. in both Chambers of Congress
who reject this stunt. and courts have
ruled against Trump and his alliss in
more than 80 cases.

So whenever Lhis farce ends, the re-
sult will be the same: Donald Trump
will have lost the election., and Joe
Biden will hecome the 46th President of
the United States.

You can tell a lot aboul a person
from the way they handle defeat. The
way Donald Trump has handled defeal
says a lot aboul who he is. Watching so
many of our colleagues indulge the
President tells us a lot about them too.

We don't have to look back very far
in history (o find examples of can-
didates who lost tough races hut dem-
onstrated their character in defeal.
Our colleague Senalor ROMNEY g1a-
ciously conceded his defeat to Presi-
dent Obama In noting:

Al a lime like this. we can’t risk partisan
bickering and politival posturing. Our lead-

ers have {0 reach across the aisle to do the
people’s work. and we citizens also have o
rize Lo the oceasion.

And in 2000. during an election with
substantial irregularities and partisan
intervention from the Supreme Courl.
Al Gore. nevertheless. put his country
Tirst and he said;

Let there e no doubl. while I strongly dis-
agree with the Court's decision, I accept it.

. And lonight. Lor the sake of our unity as
a people and the strength of our democracy.
I offer my concession.

As I reflect on the service of these
distinguished public servants and the
acts Lhey took to maintain our democ-
racy. 1 am also drawn to remarks
President Obamsa made 4 years age in
his farewell address Lo the Nation when
he warned that our demoeracy is
threatened whenever we take it for
granted.

It is a particularly sage warning as
we conlend with the President of the
United States seeking Lo nullifly a {ree
and fair election simply because he
lost. We have Lo stand up, speak oul.
and fight back hecause our democracy
itself is at stake.

American democracy has endured
over these centuries in large part be-
canse our institutions serve ag guard-
rails tc keep us from going over the
cliff. As elected officials. we can
strengthen these guardrails by listen-
ing to ocur owin conscience in moments
of peril. by having what our friend
John Lewis called an executive ses-
sion with myself.”

Before makisg a hig decision. John
would say: Listen self. this is what you
must do: this is where you must go.
Today. we can follow John's example,
listen Lo our c¢onscience. stand up for
our Conslitution. and do what is right.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine is recognized.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. Presidenl. let me
begin my remarks bonight by express-
ing my heartfelt gratitude 1o the mem-
bers of the law enforcemenl commu-
nity and the National Guard whose
hard work and courage niade it possible
for us to resume our deliberations to-
night.

We return to this Chamber tLonight
undeterred by the vioclence we wit-
nessed and strengthened in our deter-
mination to fulfill our constitutional
duty. The Constitution is the lounda-
tion of cur American democracy. and
the Constitution is what must guide
our decisions on the Pregidential slec-
tion.

The process the Constitultion sets
forth for electing Presidents through
the electoral college is straight-
forward. The people voile. Electors are
chosen. The electors vote. Then Con-
gress counts the electors” votes.

That final slep in the process is why
we have convened (oday. Counting the
votes of Lhe eleclors. a function that
the 12th Amendment assigns io Con-
gress. is an administrative and largely
ceremonial act. Our job is simply to
counl the votes certified by each
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State—nothing more. We should not
attempti to usurp the roles of {he vot-
ers. the States. or the electoral college,

The American people have done their
job. turning oul in record numbers Lo
vole in the midst of a Mrightening pan-
demic. Indeed, as a percentage of the
voting-eligible population. the turnoul
was Lhe highest in 120 yvears. Similarly.
in the midst of this pandemic. hun-
dreds of election officials and volun-
Leers have done their job, staffing poll-
ing places and faithfully counting and
often recounting votes. The Stales
have done their job hy certifying rhe
election results.

Now. I have heard the proponents of
these objeclions raise guestions ahout
whether the various States conducted
their elections properly. When dispules
over elections arise. candidates are
able to appeal 1o our legal system. not
Congress. for recourse.

In the 2 months since the 2020 elec-
tion, the President’s lawyers and allies
have had the opportunity {0 make
their arguments and challenge election
resulls before the courts. Notably.
every one of nearly 80 Ilawsuits they
have broughi forward have heen re-
jected. In fact. the Supreme Court has
twice refused o hear lheir election
challenges.

We must abide by these rulings. The
time has now come for Congress to do
its job. We should affirm Lhe certified
results of each State by counting the
votes of their electors. Altering the re-
sults of the electoral college would sef
a terrible precedent in which the parly
in contrel of Congress c¢ould override
the will of Lhe voters and overrule our
courts to unilaterally choose the next
President. One Senator attempled such
a maneuver after the election in 2004.
and the Senate overwhelmingly re-
jected that effort. The Senate has dem-
onstrated by its vole tonight that it
will follow that precedent and do so
again.

Today—tonight, Mr. President, 1 will
continue to vote to reaffirm the foun-
dation of cur democracy. the Constitu-
tion of the United States. And I will re-~
jecl these challenges to the slectoral
college.

Thank yvou, Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon is recognized.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President. I in-
vite all of my colleaguses to cast your
eyes upon Lhese three bhoxes sitting on
the table in front of the dais. These
three boxes contain the certified re-
sults from every State in our Union re-
garding how that State voted. how
their electors have voted for the Presi-
dent of the United States of America.

You cast your eyes on these three
boxes. and you know tlhal there is
something special. You see that there
are straps on them holding the top on
and straps around Lhe side and they are
engraved—hbeauliful handle. beautiful
leather work, crafled in the cabinet
shop of our very Senale to say to the
weorld 1hat their cargo is previous.

There are Lhree of these hoxes. The
third box is brand new. It was craftad
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because so many Slates were cele-
brating Lhis process thal they started
to use very large forms. very large en-
velopes. very large seals to put those
hallots into and. thus. a shird box was
needed. These boxes contain the voice
of the American people weighing in. as
they have election afler election after
election. They have been used—these
two smaller hoxes—{or the Iasi 14 elec-
tions. They are t{ransported through
those doors to the House of Represent-
atives. where the Senate and House
gather to witness the opening of Lhe
envelopes 1o determine who will he the
President of the United States. It is
our constitutional responsibility Lo
witness the couniing. That is what the
Constitution calls for.

Tonight. when this Senate Chamber
was under attack by domestic terror-
ists. we were held here in this room.
doors locked lo protect us with the
help of the Capitol Police. They did an
excellentl job. And Lhen they sscorted
us Lo a safe room. That announcement.
came quickly. And when Lhat an-
nouncement came. our senior assistant
parliamentarian, Leigh Hildebrand. or-
ganized the team to rescue these hoxes
and keep them safe.

Thank wvou lo her and the entire
team that rescued the voice of the
American people. Had they not done so.
then the hooligans outside. dis-
respecting the Counstiluiion. would
have come in here and opened these
boxes and burned Lhe ballols, desiroy-
ing the voice of the people symboli-
cally. 1 know no one in this Chamber
wanted something like that Lo happen
because we are here (o defend the Con-
stitution, to defend the integrity of the
eleclion process, not to allow it Lo be
destroyved.

But. colleagues. although we are 100
Senators—or 9§, actually. now because
Lthere are only 89 of us who are duly
elected at the moment. We are 99 Sen-
ators united across party. defending
these ballobs from the hooligans out-
side.

There is more than one way these
ballois can be destroyed. and thal is
for this Chamber and the House Cham-
ber to vote that one of Lhose envelopes
representing the State will be shred-
ded., will be burned. thal those votes
will be discounted.

We just held a vote on whether or not
the envelope coniaining the electoral
votes from Arizona should he burned.
We defended these ballots against the
hooligans outside. but there are those
in this Chamber supporting the de-
struction of the voice of the cilizens of
Arizona—six voted. And we are coming
hack later tonight to vote on whether
Lo shred or burn the ballots for the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania.

We have to stand together to say ab-

solutlely not. The constitutional re-
sponsibility is for us to defend Lhe

process, not Lo proceed 1o destroy these
Lallols.

Now. in spile of all the troubling
things that have happened in this
Chamber this evening. something beau-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

tiful happened. and thatl is. we sal here
in this Chamber. all of us listening lo
ezch other. 5-minute speeches, hearing
each other cut. diverse views. wrestling
with a complicated issue. IL is really
the first time thatl has happened in the
12 years I have served in the Senate.

We need to reslore the process of
struggling with America’s issues tn-
gelher on the floor of the Senaie, That
is the Senate I saw when I first came
here as an intern for my home State
Senator in 1976. That is the Senate that
I saw when I worked for Congress in
the 1980s. That is the Senate that has
disappeared.

There is a conversation going Tor-
ward between Democrats and Repulb-
licans 1o restore the ability to hold de-
bate on the floor, to restore the ahility
Lo have amendmenis on the floor so
that we deliberate and wrestle with—in
a very public and transparent fashion—
the big issues.

8o let’s take this moment. when we
are rethinking how to restore the insti-
tulions of our government, to Testore
and Improve how this Senate operates
o deal with the issues abead of us. so
that this momenl is 2 moment where
we come togelher rather than be di-
vided: where. in a Dhiparlisan fashion.
we oraft a strategy to resiore issues to
the floor—bkills and amendments—and
debate and decisicns before thie public.

Out of a dark moment can shine a
bright light. 2 renewal. and it is a mo-
ment much needed now—a moment
much needed in the executive branch
as we. on the 20th of January. welcome
new leadership.

And it is a moment much needed for
us Lo restore the Senate to he the de-
liberative body once renowned and re-
specled around the world. Let’s defend
these haliot boxes., both from the hooli-
gans outside and those who wouléd vote
to destroy the baliots from any given
State. And let us come together and re-
store the Senate and fight for the vi-
sion of our “"we the people” Republic.

I vield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware is recognized.

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, “Free.
fair eleciions are the lifeblood of our
democracy. Charges on fairness are se-
rious.” I think we will all agree. "But
calling an election unfair does not
make it so. Charges require specific al-
legations and then [they require] proof.
We have neither here.”

Those are not my words. Those are
the words of 4 judge on the U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals for the Third Cirenit
rejecting President Trump's legal chal-
lenges to the Pennsylvania election. I
might add, a judge who was a longlime
member of the conservative Federalist

Society and was nominaled Lo the
bench by none other than Donald
Trump.

The 2020 Presideniial eleclion was
hard-fought—we will all agree, Bul the
American people spoke clearly. and
they spoke decisively: 81.2 million vot~
ers voted for Joe Biden—81.2: 74.2 mil-
lion voted for Donald Trump: 51.8 per-
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cent of the vote went for Joe Biden:
46.8 percent of the vote was for Donald
Trump: 306 slecioral college voles {or
Joe Biden: 232 elecioral college votes
for Donald Trump. Four years earlisr,
Donald Trump referred to thal kind of
outcome as a “landslide” for him. and
he losi the popular vole by 3 million
voles.,

Butl accepting the outcome of the
election can be difficuli when our po-
litical party dosgsn’'t win. We have all
felt Lhal hefore. But calling an election
unfair does not make it so. More Lthan
60 Federal and State courts involving
more ithan 90 judges—many of whom
were nominated by Republican Presi-
dents, including Donald Trump—are all
in agreement. Thal is pretiy amazing.
isn't it? AN in agreemeni. No evidence
of widespread fraud. wrongdoing. or
other irregnlarities have heen uncov-
erad during the 2020 election. That is a
viciory for democracy. for our democ-
Tacy.

Unfortunately. some of our ool-
leagues {oday ask us to do the same
thing that Donald Trump asked of the
secrelary of state for the Stale of
Georgia—to overturn the resulls of the
2020 election without specific allega-
tions and. more importantly. without
any proof. Our colleagues are asking us
not Lo ahide by the will of the people
hut to bend Lo the will of cne man—one
man—Donald Trump.

In 1787. delegates from the Thirteen
Colonies convened in Philadelphia to
debate the future of whal would be-
come the United Slates of America.
Cur Founders disagreed on a lot of
things, but, you know. they all agreed
on one thing for swre: They did not
want a King: they did not want a Mon-
arch. Many of them had been there,
done that. They didn’t wanl to ses it
and feel it again. and they set up this
intricate system of checks and bal-
ances Lo ensure that we would never
have that all-powerfu! King in this
country.

That system of checks and balances
is being pushed to a dangerous limit
here today. bul thal system will pre-
vail-—along with iit. our democracy.

Here are just some of the claims Don-
ald Trump and his legal teamn have
made and that our c¢olleagues lend cre-
dence to here today: that Venezuela,
Cuba, and China rigged our country's
voting machines in favor of Joe Biden:
that dead people voted in this eleciion.
and they only voted for Joe Biden: that
poll watchers and election ohservers
who risked their lives during this pan-
demic Lo uphold the integrity of our
elections stuffed ballot boxes with
Biden votes. and then they shredded
Tramp votes.

Not one—let me repeat—not one of
these things is true. There is no evi-
dence—no evidence—ic back up lhese
ridiculous claims. Many of these ab-
surd claims from Donald Trump and
his lezal team are nolhing more than
conspiracy theories circuiting online,

This misinformation and dangerous
rhelorie from the President and his al-
lies—including calls for viclence—have
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polluted our discourse and imperiled
our peaceful iransfer of power.

When our colleagues show indiffer-
ence to ontright support for Lhese un-
substantiated claims and conspiracy
theories. they lead our Nation and our
Constitution down a dangeroug. dan-
gerous path.

All of us who serve here swore an
cath to supporl and defend our Con-
stitution. 1 swore Lhal same cath as a
naval {Iight officer many times and as
midshipman before that. Bul all of us
here have sworn to support and defend
our Constitution. not our political
party and cerlainly notl any individual
candidate.

Colleagues, for the safety of our citi-
zens and our Bepublic, we must lead by
example. We must turn the lempera-
ture down. It was a hard-fought cam-
paign. byt the campaign is over. The
votes have been counted, The count has
heen certified in all 50 States.

In 2 weeks, on January 20, Joe Biden
and KEaMALA HARRIS will be sworn in as
President and Vice President of the
United Siates. as they should be. We
have serious and urgent challenges
that will regquire werking Logether
with our new President and new Vice
President. with one another in this
Chamber—Democrals, Republicans.
and Independents—and with our col-
leagues over in the House of Represent-
atives.

What is on our “to do™ list?

We ecan starl wilh making sure that
huandreds of millions of Americans get
vaccinated—that we get off the dime
and start vaccinating. We vaccinated 4
miilion people last month. We were
supposed Lo have vaccinated 20 million.
How are we sver going Lo gel Lo 250
million at this rate?

What else is on our “to do’ list?

We are geiting our kids hack Lo
school. We have kids who are unable to
cet on the internet. who are unable to
participate in their classes, and who
may not have any adull supervision at
home. They are struggling. and they
are falling even further behind. We
need to do something to help them.

What else is on our “to do" list?—
geliing their parents back io work,
just to name a few things. Think of all
of the millions of people who have lost
jobs and don't have skills anymore to
fill the jobs that are needed. They need
our help. They nsed Lo be retooled and
retrained. It is time to stop over-
Lurning the will of the psople. Let’s get
hack Lo working on their behalf

Abraham Lincoln has been guocled a
coupie of times here tonight. but he ol-
served at the end of the Gettysburg Ad-
dress that ours is a “government of the
people. by the people. for the people.””
Even in the midst of a civil war. Presi-
dent Linceln put his unwavering faith
in the peeple to chart our Nation's
cowrse, We would be wise to remember
Lincoln's words al this moment, at
this special moment. in our Nalion's
history.

We are nol a government of Trump.
hy Trump. and for Trump. We are a
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government of the people. by the peo-
nle. and for the people. ond the people
have spoken. The people have spoken.
Our job here today is to listen Lo them.
I intend to do that. I trusi thai my col-
leagues will join me in doing that as
well.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Mr. MARKEY. My. President. first. 1
want to thank all of the first respond-
ers who helped to protect this sacred
Chamber ioday and protect lhose elec-
toral college ballols.

Today is a special day. On a day
when some 2,500 or more Americans
will lose their lives Lo the coronavirus.
when another 130.000 will be hospital-
ized with iL, when bhundreds of small
businesses will close their doors and
put thousands of Americans out of
work—on this day—the U.S. Senate is
not debating how Lo get more life-
saving vaccines intoc Americans’ arms
or how to put 2.000 hadly needed dollars
into their pockets. No. Instead, we are
using the first days of the new Senate
and Congress to give time to our rad-
ical Republican colleagues' baseless
and damaging c¢laims of election
fraud—all in an atiempt to keep Don-
ald Trump in office In viclation of the
U.8. Consiitution. There is a word for
this. It is called -sedition.” All of
these unfounded objections to State
eleclors are sedilious. They are noth-
ing short of an insurrection against the
established order of the U.S. Constitu-
tion and our democratic Republic.

This is a historically shameful day
for Lthe Senale and for our country. To
be clear. the nolion that there is any
meaningful voter fraud that has been
identified in the 2020 Presidential elec-
lion is az dangercus. anti-democratic.
treasonous fiction. Joe Biden won.
Donald Trump lost—period—but that
hasn’l stopped the President and his
supporters from making allegations of
voter fraud in some 60 legal challenges
across the country. heard by some 80
judges. including Trump judicial ap-
pointees. Nol one of these challenges
succeeded—mnot one. Despite this re-
ality. my radical Republican col-
leagues claim we must have a commis-
sion Lo investigate the fraud.

Well, we do know one of the most un-
deniable instances of substantial and
significant election fraud ever. We even
have a recording and a transcript of it.
It is of President Trump. talking like a
Mafia boss to the Georgia Secretary of
State—a Republican no less—pres-
suring and threatening him o fix the
election in Trump's favor. and holding
out the prospect of criminal prosecu-
tion if he doesn’t.

~Find me 11.780 votes.” Trump said.
Well. someone should find Donald
Trump a real lawyer and measure him
for an orange jumpsuil. because the
list of statutes that this latest, shouk-
ing Presidential phone cvall may viclate
is too long Lo recite. The President’s
words on that phone call—indeed. his
conductl since his election—demand a
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serious response. one much more seri-
ous than the sham hefore us Loday.

Firsy. Federal and State law enforce-
ment authorities should investigate
Donald Trump for election fraud. ex-
tortion. conspiracy, and whatever
olher charges fit the bill and. if war-
ranted, indicl and@ try him for any
crimes he has committed.

Second. we must recognize Lhat Don-
ald Trump is and will remain a danger
to our Coustitution and our democ-
racy. So. while time is certainly lim-
ited. we should impeach Trump again
and bar him from holding office in the
future.

Pinally. we should abolish the elec-
toral college. It is a vestige of & racist
Jim Crow America. and we have outl-
grown it. Bvery person’s vole in every
State should eount just Lhe same—one
person. one vote,

Election fraud and reform are very
serious issues. Election reform abso-
Iutely should be debated in Congress,
which is why. instead of Loday's Ka-
buki thealer. I invite my Republican
colleagues Lo stand up and say: Yes. we
need to protect and expand voling
rights and election security. We need
aulomatlic voter registration. We need
online wvoter registration. We need
same-~-day voter registration. We should
make election day a Federal holiday.
We should restere voting rights to peo-
ple with prior felony convictions. We
should suppert independent redis-
tricting commissions. Lel’s spend our
time debating that on the floor—debat-
ing how to reduce Lhe influence of big
money in our political system. to slow
the revolving door between government
oificials and lobbyists. L0 stop gerry-
mandering and voter suppression. That
is the real election reform that we
should Le debating and supporting, not
these shameful, craven. baseless objac-
tions.

More than 350,000 Americans have
died from the coronavirus. That is the
truth. Neariy 8 million people have
fallen inlo poverty because of the eco-
nomic crisis caused by this virus. That
is the truth. Wearing a mask saves
lives. Vaccines are safe and effective.
That is the truth. Joe Biden won. Don-
ald Trump lost. That is the truth.

I urge all of my Senate colleagues to
vote against these objections. affirm
our democracy. and recognize that Joe
Biden and KaMala HARRIS will right-
fully be sworn in on January 20 as the
President and Vice President of the
United States.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr., BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President.
today was a stomach-turning. gut-
wrenching moment In our history.
Truly. it was an assault on the hearl of
our democracy.

I want to join in thanking the first
responders and the police.

I also want to thank others who have
been heroes of our democracy—unsuny
in many instances. Firsl. lhey are all
of the election officials. all of the poll
workers, all of the members of boards
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of election who actually counied ths
votes—who went Lo the polls and made
sure Lhat votes could be casl—and who.
ultimatiely. stood firm for the integrity
of that voting system.

I want to thank the judges. There are
now aboul 90 of them who. excepl for
one or lwo who ruled the other way on
a technicality. have stood firm for the
integrity of that voiing system. In
those 80 to 70 cases, except for thatl one
who ruled on a technicalily. they went
with the integrity of our voting system
and the rule of law.

Today was. indeed. disgusting and
sickening. It was shocking and des-
picable. It was heartbreaking. but it
was not surprising. In facl, today’s as-
sault on our democracy—the mob vio-
lence. ithe riois. the thugs and goons
who were inspired and incited by the
President of the TUnited States—all
were of a piece, in these past 4 years. of
a President who has no respect for the
truth or the rule of law.

Donald Trump's Presidency is com-
ing to a close in the very same way it
hegan—with an attack on our demos-
racy. In 2016, the Trump campaign wel-
comed hostile foreign inlerference with
our election. The President refused to
acknowledge that he would accept the
results of the eleclion if he lost. Then,
again and again. he demonsirated his
contempt for the rule of law and for
laws themselves. He obstructed juslice,
and he would have been charged wilh it
had be not heen the President of Lhe
United States. He inwvited a foreign
government to interfere in our elec-
tions and find dirt om his political op-
ponant.

Most disturbingly. these aclions by a
President who demonstrated that con-
Lempt for the rule of law were met with
silence from many pelitical leaders,
our colleagues here in the Senale
among them—silence in the face of
that contempt for the rule of law and
disrespect for the law enforcers.

So we could have seen today coming.
In fact. we did. I warned about it. and
others did because the fantasies and
falsehoods that drove those rioters—
nob probesters but the mob who gs-
saulted the temple of democracy—were
fueled by the President’s
misstatements and lies and contempt
for Lhe truth. and he was enabled. He
had enablers.

Today. we are stopping. in one in-
stance. thal enabling. hut we must also
make sure ito stop it zoing forward.
The political stunt that brought us
here today offers no greal sclace that
it will. These stunts bhave con-
sequences, We say words have con-
sequences. and the actions today will
have significant consequences. They
are an attack on our democracy thal
undermines the core tenets of our
American Government and a disrespect
for the will of the people and a peaceinl
(ransition of power. The political
stunis themseives, driven hy oppor-
tunism, blaze & path thal can be fol-
lowed by more competent challenges
just as the diclatorial instinets and ac-

Lions of this President ¢an be followed
by more effective would-be tyrants in-
Ltent on deslroying our Republic.

Yes. we have more imporiani tasks
that we should be addressing as well—
the pandemic. the economic revival.
Yet. today. we must be mindful of the
threat to our democracy that we face
down and come together on a bipar-
tisan bhasis, but silence is never excus-
able in the face of lawlessness at the
very top of our political structure.

1 yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

Mr. COONS. Mr. President. I have a
question for all of my colleagues this
evening. which is this: What happened
here today, and how is it different from
what we expected as we assembled In
this Chamber early this alternoon?

Sadly. much like the impeachment.
trial of just a year ago. I think as
many of us slogwed our way 1o the Na-
tion’s Capital and dutifully filed into
ithis Chamber, we sxpected hours and
hours of debate and discussion, know-
ing the outcome. knowing thai whal
was being engaged in by a handful of
our colleagues was a political stunt,
feeding the ego of our President. who is
chasing conspiracy theories about how
he actually won the election 2 months
age that he lost and indulging his Le-
lief that somehow, somehow. the Con-
gress could still. at the last moment.
snatch victory from the jaws of defeat.

Even in the last day, President
Trump had been haraaguing his own
incredibly loyal Vice President. MIKE
PENCE, as if somehow Vice President
PEKRCE would simply declare him Presi-
dent today.

We knew thal President Trump had
bheen stirring up the spirils of thou-
sands. urging them to come to Wash-
ington. We had an inkling that he
might go oul and speak to them, but I
don’t think, as we filed into {his Cham-
ber. any of us—any of us—expected
that. for Lthe second Lime in ocur Repub-
lie’s history. the perimeter of this Cap-
itol would be breached, Members of the
Senate would be rushed to safety: that
not just the Capitol Police but U.S.
Marshals and ¥FBI officers and fully
combat-gearsed soldiers would be in the
U.8. Capiloel. taking it back from a ri-
otous moeb of thugs.

Just a few moments ago, I went o
the Rotunda to see the litter and the
trash. the residue and the remnants of
those who took over this building
loday. and to say thank you to the men
and women of law enforcemeni who
helped secure it after it fell Lo an angry
moh.

But. folks. we have to think abhout
the conssquences of whal happened
here boday. why this happened. and
what it means and what it teaches, he-
cause. frankly, tonighti, now. the whole
world is watching. The entire world is
watching a montage of scenes—of folks
cavorling in the Capitol. half-naked
men taking that seat. scrawling things
on different surfaces. parading up and
down the Capilol corridors with a Con-

Case 2:21-cv-00175-RJS-CMR Document 86 Filed 03/36/22 PagelD.122% Page 99 of 100

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE S37

federate flag and a Trump flag. and in
other ways signaling that they had
done something significant. No. In fact.
what they have actually done is weak-
ened our democracy. showed some of
ils fragility, and encouraged our oppo-
nents around the world.

In the lasl 2 months since the elec-
tion. we have one man who has aban-
doned his post. who has mostly spent
his time golfing and twssling and in-
dulging himself in conspiracy theories
and been less and less altuned Lo our
national security and to a raging pan-
demic. and another man. our Presi-
dent-glect, who is preparing to take
over the responsibility for leading this
country oul of this pandemic and ocul
of its currenl state of deep. deep divi-
sion.

President Trump has asbandoned his
post. He does not dessrve 1o he Presi-
denl any longer. and he poses a real
and present threat to the fulure of our
democracy.

But let me also say this Lo my col-
leaguss, half of whom changed their in-
tended vote ioday after seeing what
happened in the Capitol. There were, as
we began. roughly 13 Senators—Repub-
licans—who said they were going tlo
vole against the certification of the
election. and when we actually finally
called the roll. it was just 6—7 of them
having heen chasiened by the events of
today. But twe who conlinue on this
quest clerked for the Supreme Court
Chief Justice. are deeply schooled in
the law, and know better than what
they aid today. And in the House, in
the debate going on over in the House
even now. more than 100 House Repub-
{icans continue with this effort.

On this {loor earlier today. this
svening. there were strong and clear
and brave speeches by Republicans and
Democrats alike.

S0 I have a guestion as we move for-
ward. When will this fever hreak? When
will we finaily say Lo each other:
Enough is enough of indulging and fol-
lowing populism and demagogusry. Is
it time to finally show who the leaders
are and to uphold our Comstitution
Lhat every one of Lhe House Members
and a third of ns swore to uphold just
3 days ago?

I will tell you. as I look ahead. thal
I am confident Lthat 2 weeks from now.
Joseph Biden will be sworn in as the
next President. KaMALA HARRIS sworn
in as lhe next Vice President. and we
have a unigue moment in my lifetime.
because. as Presidents and leaders in
the Senate of both parties over the last
decades have ohserved. the Senate has
steadily shrunk in its significance. its
role. in its power. and the Presidency
has steadily grown. Not in my life-
time—not since LBJ—have we had an
incoming President who spenl 36 years
in1 this Chamber.

We have a chance with Joe Biden. a
Presidenl~elect who ran on bringing
our country together. a Presideni-elect
who ran on {urning the page from our
moment of national division. and a
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President-elect who respects and hon-
ors and understands the significance of
this body.

So we have to take this opporlunity
1o heal, Lo hear each other. t¢ com-
promise, to work together, and to sse
the real challenges facing the Amer-
ican people and take Lhis last best mo-
ment.

Whal happenad here Loday should
leave all of us gravely concerned about
Lthe health and the future of our democ-
racy. and Lhe opporiunity we will have
2 weeks from today is one we should
noi lel pass us by.

I yield the fioor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetis,

Ms. WARREN, Mr. Presidenit. more
than 350,000 of our loved ones have died
fromx a terrible disease. Small busi-~
nesses have gone under. never Lo re-
open. Millions have lost their jobs. and
too many families don'l know how
they are going 10 pay the renit or put
groceries on the lable.

It is tough out there. bhut Americans
are fighters. and despite all the chal-
lenges. in November they did what
Americans do when they are unhappy
with their leadership—they voted for
change. They itwned their backs on a
sitting President who fans the flames
of hatred while bodies pile up in ihe
morguie. Instead. they elected a new
President who wanls Lo save lives. to
save our economy. and to save our de-
MOCTagy.

BEven as the pandemic raged. Ameri-
c¢ans showed up for democracy. States
worked overtime to sel up safe sys-
tems, ballot drop hoxes. early votling.,
and gallons of hand sanitizer. Voters
mailed their ballots earlier. pul omn
masks. and stood In line alb the polls.
The eleciion of 2020 shattered voting
records.

So here we are on the floor of the
U.S. Senate in the aftermatih of a his-
toric election held in the middle of a
pandemic. People are suffering. and we
should be working to gel them the help
they need. Instead, we are here hecause
Donald Trump wants Lo overturn the
results of that election. The Repul-
licans objecting to the results of this
eleéction will be judged by history. bul
Lhe rest of us will be judged as well.

It iz owr responsibility to stand up
for our democracy even while other
Senators work to undermine it.

Losing is bard. I ran for President
myself. It was a hard-fought primary.
hut Joe Biden won and I lost. I am not
the onlv one Lo live through that: a
number of Senators in this room have
run for President. None of us was suc-
cessful. and when we lost. we conceded
and we gol outl of the race because that
is how democracy works, None of us
lied about the results. We didn'l throw
temper tanltrums, We didn't tell our al-
lies in Congress or the Stales Lo over-
turn the results. We idn'L feed poi-
sonous propaganda to our supporters.
We didn't uree people to march on
State capitals or Lo descend on Wash-
ington. We accepled Lhe will of the voi-
ers,
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And it is nol jusl usr it is evervone
who has run for Presideni since the be-
ginning of America. Only ouce in
America’s history have the people who
lost tried to burn down cur democracy
on the way out. They caused a civil
war that nearly destroyed our Nation.

Make no mistake, the viclence we
witnessed in this Chamber today was
the direct result of the poisonous lies
that Donald Trump repeated again and
again for more Lhan 2 months. His
words have conseguences. Qur democ-
racy has been grievously injured by
this lying coward.

This effort to subvert our democracy
is not merely one last Presidential tan-
trum. This effort is designed to knock
out the basic pillar on which democ-
racy is founded: the idea that the vot-
ers—not the sitting President and not
the Members of Congress bul the voters
decide who will lead this Nation.

A democracy in which the elected
leaders do not bend to the will of the
volers is no democracy, It is a totali-
tarian state, And those who pursue this
effort are supporting a coup.

I urge my colleggues to vole no on
this effort Lo overthrow our democ-
1'acy.

I ¥ield Lthe floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

e — R —e

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President. I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ale stand in recess subject Lo Lhe call
of the chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
chjection. the Senate stands in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

Thereupon. the Senate, at 11:25 p.m.,
recessed subject to the call of the Chair
and reassembled at 12:28 a.m. when
called to order by the Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCOONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant to
S. Con. Res. 1 and section 17, title IIL
U.8. Code, when the two Houses with-
draw from the jeinlk session to count
the electoral vole for separate consid-
eration of an objection. a Senator may
speak Lo the objection for 5 minutes
and not more than once. Dehate shall
not exceed 2 hours. after which the
Chair will put the guestion: Shall the
objeclion be sustained?

The clerk will report the objection
made in Lhe joint session.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Objection from Senator HAWLEY from Mis-
souri and Representative PRRRY from Penn-
sylvania. "We. a U.S. Senator and Member of
the House of Representatives. object Lo the
counting of the electoral voles of the State
of Pennsylvania on the ground that they
were not. under zll of the known cir-
cumatances, regularly given.”

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.
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Myr. McCOXNELL. 1 know of no fur-
ther debale.
VOTE ON OBJECTION 10 COUNTING
PENNSYLVANIA BLECTORAL VOTES
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no
furiher debate. the guestion is, Shall
the objection submiited Ly the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania. Mr. PERRY.
and the Senalor from Missouri. M,
HAWLEY. he suslained?
Is there a sufficieni second?
Mr. THUNE. I ask for the yeas and
nays.
The VICE PRESIDENT.
will ¢call the roll,
The legislative clerk called the roil,
The result was announced—yeas 7.
nays 92, as follows:
[Rolleall Vote No. 2 Leg.]

The clerk

YEAS- 7
Cruz Lummis Tuberville
Huwley Marshall
Hyde-Smith Beott sFLo

NAYS 92
Raldwin Graham Perers
Barrassu Grassley Portmmar
Bennel Hagertv Resid
Blavkburn Horris Riselr
Blumentbal Hassan Romuety
Blunt Heinrieh Rusen
Booker Hickenlooper Rounds
Boozman Hirong Rulrie
Braun Heeven Sanders
Brown Inhote Sasse
Bwmr Johmson Sehatz
Cantwell Kaine Schumet
{apito Kelly %{ o5t 1301
Cardin Kenunedy ;‘h i} _P‘
Carper King o ﬂ’ e_n
Casey Kiobuchar b“he.by.
Casatdy Lazkford Sinema
Coliins Leahs Smith
Caons T Stabenow
Cornyn Loeffler Sullivan
Cortez Masto {.ajan Tester
Catton Alanchin Thune
Cramer Markey Tillis
Crapo MeCotnell Tooney
Lajues Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Duibin Moran Warren
Erpst Murkowski Whitehouse
Feingtein Auorphy Witk
Fischer Murray Wyden
Gillibrand Paul Young

The VICE PRESIDENT. On this vote.
the veas are 7, the nays are 92.

The objection is not sustained.

The Secretary will notify the House
of the action of the Senate. informing
that body thal the Senate is now ready
to proceed Lo Joint Session for further
count of the electoral vote {or Presi-
dent, and Vice President.

The majority leader.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Myr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President. for
informalion of all of our ¢olleagues. we
don’t expect additional votes Ltonight.

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were vommunicated to
the Senate by Ms. Roberts. one of his
secrelaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED
As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid hefore the Senate messages





