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Introduction 

  This booklet has been written for educators, - Rebbeim and Moros, who 

regularly present their students with a thought on parshas hashavua, 

whether orally or in writing. In order for our children and students to 

develop into genuine ovdei Hashem, the seeds of ikarei Yahadus need to 

be implanted in them as soon as they begin to learn Torah, and 

continually ever after. The awareness of Hashem Yisborach, His infinite 

kindness, and His constant supervision and control over our daily affairs 

must be ingrained in their consciousness on a regular basis. Likewise, the 

reality of ma‘amad Har Sinai, the veracity of the mesorah, and so many 

other fundamental yesodos and hashkafos, must be emphasized and 

reiterated time and time again, throughout the years of their elementary 

and high school education. Then, when they approach maturity, they will 

be saturated with hashkofas Hatorah, and the confidence that what they 

have been taught is the absolute truth. 

  The weekly d’var Torah on parshas Hashavua affords a marvelous 

opportunity to repeatedly implant the basics of the Thirteen Ikarei 

Emunah, and other fundamental hashkafos, via an insightful thought on 

the Parsha of the week. 

  This current project is a sequel to Ani Maamin’s Emunah in the 

Classroom project, in which brief thoughts were presented for the 

Rebbi/Mora teaching Chumash to inject into the explanation of each 

individual pasuk. This current, more expanded effort, will make this 

available even to mechanchim / mechanchos of all grades, including 

those who are not currently teaching that particular parsha. 

  As the saintly Rav Yechezkel Levenstein, zatzal, used to say, when it 

comes to emunah, one never, ever takes his eyes off the basics. Therefore, 

constant reinforcement is necessary, and we hope that this work will 

provide an easy to use tool to affect that end.  
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 פרשת בראשית

 

Shabbos reminds us of the Great Creator 

מַיםִ וְהָּׁאָרֶץ וְכָּׁל־צְבָּׁאָם א:ב ה  ב :וַיכְֻלּוּ הַשָּׁ וַיכְַל אֱלֹקים בַיּוֹם הַשְבִיעִי מְלַאכְתּוֹ אֲשֶר עָּׁשָּׁ

ה ל מְלַאכְתּוֹ אֲשֶר עָּׁשָּׁ ֹּת בַיּוֹם הַשְבִיעִי מִכָּׁ  :  וַיּשְִב

• Everything in the world was made during the six days of Creation. All 

the animals and plants that exist today have been here ever since then. 

Since that time, nothing new has ever come to be. 

• The world runs today by what we call "the laws of nature". Whose laws 

are these? They are HaKadosh Baruch Hu's own rules. These rules were 

set in motion on the very first Shabbos. Before that, He created 

everything supernaturally, without using any of the laws of nature.  

• This is what we celebrate when we keep Shabbos: that this world is 

Hashem's creation, which He personally formed. Since He stopped on 

that first Shabbos, nothing new has been created. 

• This is what we mean when we say in אני מאמין that Hashem is "  בורא

 ,Creator and Conductor. He was the Creator during the six days - "ומנהיג

and now He conducts the world with the rules of nature that He Himself 

made. 

 

א  ג:ב רָּׁ בַת מִכָּׁל מְלַאכְתּוֹ אֲשֶר בָּׁ ֹּתוֹ כִי בוֹ שָּׁ ש א רֶךְ אֱלֹקים אֶת יוֹם הַשְבִיעִי וַיקְַדֵּ וַיבְָּׁ

 :אֱלֹקים לַעֲשוֹת

• Shabbos is felt even in Heaven. The resha’im get a rest from their 

punishments on Shabbos.  

• Shabbos has been in existence from the very beginning of time. It is 

fixed permanently, every seventh day. Nothing can change it.  

• Although the dates of the Yomim Tovim are prescribed in the Torah, they are 

dependent on when the Beis Din will establish Rosh Chodesh. These special 

times are sanctified by Bnei Yisroel in Beis Din. For this reason, the brachah 

we say on Yomim Tovim is מקדש ישראל והזמנים. However, Shabbos comes 
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weekly, even without Bnei Yisroel’s involvement. So the brachah for Shabbos 

is מקדש השבת, and not מקדש ישראל והשבת. 

 

The Power of Tefillah 

ח כִי לֹא הִמְטִיר ד ה:ב דֶה טֶרֶם יצְִמָּׁ שֶב הַשָּׁ דֶה טֶרֶם יהְִיהֶ בָּׁאָרֶץ וְכָּׁל־עֵּ ֹּל שִיחַ הַשָּׁ אֱלֹקים ' וְכ

ה מָּׁ אֲדָּׁ ֹּד אֶת־הָּׁ ם אַיןִ לַעֲב  :עַל הָּׁאָרֶץ וְאָדָּׁ

• Although the plants were created on the third day, they only came to the 

surface of the ground and did not yet sprout. For that they needed rain, 

and since man was not created until the sixth day, there was no one that 

would appreciate the rain. When Adam came along, he realized that rain 

was needed and prayed for rain.  

• Tefillah means talking and connecting to Hashem. It is so important, 

that the trees had to wait for Adam's tefillah before they could sprout. 

• Davening for something is a way of showing that we recognize that 

Hashem is the One Who gives it to us. 

 

Hashem’s Torah Needs No Improvement 

ֹּאכְלוּ מִמֶנּוּ וְלֹא תִגְעוּ בוֹ פֶן תְּמֻתוּן ב:ג עֵּץ אֲשֶר בְתוֹךְ הַגָּׁן אָמַר אֱלֹקים לֹא ת  :וּמִפְרִי הָּׁ

• The command to not eat from the eitz hada’as was given before Chava 

was created. She heard it from Adam, not from Hashem. When Adam 

told it to her, he added that she should not even touch the tree. He wanted 

to make sure she would not eat from it. 

• What Adam did was incorrect. He should have told her that it was his 

idea that she should not touch, and not Hashem's command. That is how 

the nachash was able to trick her. He convinced her she would not die 

when she eats from it, just as she didn't die by touching the tree. 

• The idea of adding on extra practices to protect from an aveirah is 

actually something we are supposed to do. Whenever a person has 

something of value, he takes steps to protect it. Nothing is more precious 

to us than mitzvos, and we take steps to see that we will follow them. 
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Adam's mistake was only in letting Chava think that this mitzvah came 

from Hashem. 

• The Torah commanded the Chachamim to make protective laws, and 

commanded the Jewish people to obey them. 

 

Serving Hashem Sincerely 

ה לַדוַיהְִי מִקֵּ  ג:ד ה מִנחְָּׁ מָּׁ אֲדָּׁ  :'ץ יָּׁמִים וַיָּּׁבֵּא קַיןִ מִפְרִי הָּׁ

• Adam brought a korban on the day he was created, in order to show his 

gratitude to Hashem. Now Kayin and Hevel followed his example, and 

also brought korbanos. 

• Long before there was a mitzvah to bring korbanos, wise people 

understood that a korban is an excellent way to come closer to Hashem. 

The word korban actually comes from the word karov, "to come close". 

• Later on, Noach and the Avos Hakedoshim also brought korbanos. 

• Kayin understood that Hashem had no personal need for the korban. Of 

course He would not eat it. So Kayin reasoned that it made no difference 

if the korban is a nice one or not. However, this was a big mistake. If the 

person bringing the korban looks down on it, due to its inferior quality, 

that is disrespectful to Hashem. 

• This is why Hashem rejected Kayin’s korban.  

הֶן וַיּשִַע ד ד:ד חֶלְבֵּ ֹּאנוֹ וּמֵּ ֹּרוֹת צ בִיא גםַ הוּא מִבְכ  :אֶל הֶבֶל וְאֶל מִנחְָּׁתוֹ' וְהֶבֶל הֵּ

• Hevel understood the matter better than his brother, so his korban was 

accepted. He knew that when we do a mitzvah we must do it in the nicest, 

most respectful way that we can. Then we will have a greater feeling of 

respect for the mitzvah.  

• This is the idea of Hiddur Mitzvah–beautifying a mitzvah. This is why 

we buy a beautiful tallis, a lulav that is hadar, and make the Shabbos 

meals as delicious as possible. 
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Hashem’s Judgement is Perfect 

ה י:ד מָּׁ אֲדָּׁ לַי מִן הָּׁ ֹּעֲקִים אֵּ י אָחִיךָ צ שִיתָּׁ קוֹל דְמֵּ ֹּאמֶר מֶה עָּׁ ה לֹא  יב :וַיּ מָּׁ אֲדָּׁ ֹּד אֶת הָּׁ כִי תַעֲב

הּ לָּׁךְ נָּׁע וָּׁנָּׁד תִּהְיהֶ בָּׁאָרֶץ ֹּחָּׁ ת כ ף תֵּּ ֹּסֵּ ֹּאמֶר קַיןִ אֶל ד יג :ת  :גָּׁדוֹל עֲוֹניִ מִנּשְוֹא' וַיּ

• Every person is like a whole world, because he can have children and 

grandchildren, just as the first man did. Hashem used the plural form of  

“blood”– דמי, to hint that Kayin was responsible for killing not just one 

individual, but all the generations that would have descended from him.
 
 

• Although Kayin killed Hevel deliberately, he was considered somewhat 

shogeig–unintentional. Since he had never been exposed to death, he did 

not realize that Hevel could actually die when he hit him. Therefore his 

punishment was not death, but rather galus, which is the punishment of a 

person who kills unintentionally. 

• Kayin realized that he had committed a terrible sin, and he regretted it. 

His teshuvah was accepted, and his punishment was lightened. 

 

The Origins of Avodah Zarah 

ם ד כו:ד ֹּא בְשֵּ א אֶת שְמוֹ אֱנוֹש אָז הוּחַל לִקְר ן וַיּקְִרָּׁ ת גַם הוּא ילַֻּד בֵּ  :'וּלְשֵּ

• How could Enosh and the people of his generation make such a terrible 

mistake and worship idols? At first, they thought it would be an honor to 

Hashem if they would also serve the sun, moon, and stars. After all, they 

reasoned,  these heavenly bodies were like ministers of Hashem! Hadn’t 

he placed them on high, and given them the important task of maintaining 

 the world? In the course of time, they completely forgot about Hashem 

and worshipped the heavenly bodies. 

• If one mistakenly believes that he can only connect to Hashem through 

an intermediary, he is still guilty of worshipping avodah zarah. Enosh 

and his generation made the mistake of using a go-between to serve 

Hashem. After a while, the pasuk tells us, "אז החל לקרוא בשם"– they began 

calling the idols by the name of Hashem. 

• That is the meaning of אז הוחל, that a terribly negative thing was done, 

 to call the idols by the name of Hashem, and think that ,לקרוא בשם השם

they are also gods. 
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• In the days of Enosh, there was a mini-mabul, and one third of the world 

was flooded. This was their punishment for turning to avodah zarah  

 

The Image of Hashem 

ֹּתוֹ א:ה ה א ם בִדְמוּת אֱלֹהִים עָּׁשָּׁ ֹּא אֱלֹקים אָדָּׁ ם בְיוֹם בְר ֹּת אָדָּׁ פֶר תּוֹלְד  :זהֶ סֵּ

• We must never forget what makes a human being so special. He has 

been created in the image of Hashem. Of course, this doesn't mean 

physically, because Hashem has no body. That is one of the thirteen 

Ikareri Emunah. It means that a person has something of Hashem's 

likeness in his neshamah. 

• This is one of the reasons that the Torah treats the mitzvos bein adam 

lechaveiro so strictly. After all, how can you possibly rob, cheat or hurt 

the feelings of someone that is created in the image of Hashem? 

***** 
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 פרשת נח

 

Sensitivity to Others' Pain 

עַל הָּׁאָרֶץ יז:ז ם מֵּ רָּׁ ה וַתָּּׁ בָּׁ עִים יוֹם עַל־הָּׁאָרֶץ וַיּרְִבוּ הַמַיםִ וַיּשְִאוּ אֶת־הַתֵּּ  : וַיהְִי הַמַבוּל אַרְבָּׁ

• Hashem could have saved Noach and his family in a way that would 

have been simpler and more comfortable for them. Noach had a 

tremendous responsibility to make sure that each animal was fed its 

proper diet at the right time. If even one animal would not survive, that 

species would become extinct. Noach and his family worked tirelessly 

under great pressure to feed all the animals. They suffered during the 

entire time in the teivah from lack of sleep, because some animals needed 

to be fed in the daytime and others at night. Chazal tell us that Noach was 

working so hard that he was moaning and spitting blood. Some say that 

the lion once bit Noach when he came late to feed him. Additionally, 

there was a bad smell in the teivah. Hashem wanted Noach to be pained 

and troubled while the world was being destroyed. Noach had to feel the 

pain of the terrible tragedy and experience sorrow and discomfort. Every 

person should be aware of other people’s suffering and feel their pain. 

This is called נושא בעול עם חבירו–sharing the burden with your friend. 

 

Mitzvos for All Mankind 

ֹּאכֵּלוּ ד:ט מוֹ לֹא ת ר בְנפְַשוֹ דָּׁ   :אַךְ־בָּׁשָּׁ

• Adam Harishon was commanded to keep the following six mitzvos: 

 • Not to worship idols 

 • Not to kill 

 • Not to have forbidden relationships 

 • Not to steal 

 • Setting up a system of judges and courts 

 • Not to curse Hashem [referred to as "Blessing Hashem"] 
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• After Noach was given permission to eat meat, another mitzvah was 

added to these six. It is forbidden to eat meat from a living animal. Noach 

was not commanded to slaughter the animal according to halachah; that 

mitzvah was given later to the Bnei Yisrael at Har Sinai. Still, Hashem 

commanded him not to eat from a living animal. Perhaps the reason for 

this mitzvah is to avoid the great cruelty of eating from a live animal. 

• Every human being must keep these seven mitzvos. They are called 

 since everyone is descended from Noach. Keeping ",שבע מצוות בני נח"

these mitzvos is what makes a person a “mentsch” and separates man 

from the animal kingdom. If someone does not keep these mitzvos, he is 

living just like an animal. 

• A non-Jew who keeps these mitzvos properly is considered one of the 

ומות העולםאחסידי   – "a righteous person among the nations", and he will 

have a share in Olam Habah. Certainly, his share will be smaller than that 

of a Jew, who keeps 613 mitzvos, yet he will have a portion. 

• It is interesting to note that in all other religions, l'havdil, non-believers 

are condemned. Only Judaism allows the idea that deserving members of 

other religions will also have a share in Olam Habah. 

 

The Value of Human Life 

ה אֶת־הָּׁאָדָּׁ  ו:ט פֵּךְ כִי בְצֶלֶם אֱלֹהִים עָּׁשָּׁ מוֹ ישִָּׁ ם דָּׁ ם בָּׁאָדָּׁ ךְ דַם הָּׁאָדָּׁ ֹּפֵּ וְאַתֶּם פְרוּ וּרְבוּ  ז: םש

הּ  :שִרְצוּ בָּׁאָרֶץ וּרְבוּ־בָּׁ

• Murder is one of the most severe aveiros, because every person is 

created b’tzelem Elokim–in the image of Hashem. Man is not simply a 

higher form of animal – he actually has a spark of Hashem within him. If 

someone believes that man is just another animal with higher intelligence, 

then murder does not seem such a terrible crime. It is almost as if he is 

stepping on a bug, or killing an animal. The reason one is not permitted to 

murder is precisely because man is created b’tzelem Elokim. That is the 

connection between the beginning and the end of the pasuk. 

• Chazal tell us that this is the reason man was created as an individual. 

This teaches us that whoever kills even one person, it is as if he destroyed 
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an entire world, and one who sustains one person is considered as if he 

saved an entire world. 

• Bais Din was commanded to ensure that a murderer be killed. Since his 

victim is no longer alive, the murderer has forfeited his right to live. In 

addition, if he was allowed to live, he might murder again. 

• It is a great mitzvah to bring children into the world. This mitzvah helps 

to fulfill the will of Hashem. He did not create the world to be empty. 

Rather, He wants it to be fully populated. 

• After a person is niftar, one of the questions his neshama will be asked 

is “Did you involve yourself with the mitzvah of having children?” 

 

Rainbow of Peace 

ין הָּׁאָרֶץ יג:ט יניִ וּבֵּ ה לְאוֹת בְרִית בֵּ יתְָּׁ נָּׁן וְהָּׁ וְזָּׁכַרְתִּי אֶת־בְרִיתִי אֲשֶר  טו: אֶת־קַשְתִּי נָּׁתַתִּי בֶעָּׁ

ר ת כָּׁל־בָּׁשָּׁ ר וְלֹא־יהְִיהֶ עוֹד הַמַיםִ לְמַבוּל לְשַחֵּ ין כָּׁל־נפֶֶש חַיָּּׁה בְכָּׁל־בָּׁשָּׁ ינֵּיכֶם וּבֵּ יניִ וּבֵּ  טז: בֵּ

ין כָּׁל־נפֶֶ  ין אֱלֹהִים וּבֵּ ֹּר בְרִית עוֹלָּׁם בֵּ נָּׁן וּרְאִיתִיהָּׁ לִזכְ ה הַקֶשֶת בֶעָּׁ יתְָּׁ ר אֲשֶר וְהָּׁ ש חַיָּּׁה בְכָּׁל־בָּׁשָּׁ

 :עַל־הָּׁאָרֶץ

• The rainbow has a similar shape to the bow used in battle. Indeed, they 

are both called “keshes”. A soldier shoots arrows toward the enemy. 

When he wishes to make peace, he turns his bow around so that the arrow 

faces him. This is how Hashem places the rainbow in the sky. If it was to 

have an arrow, the arrow would face heavenward. It is as if Hashem is 

showing a sign that he no longer wishes to wage war with the world by 

bringing another mabul. 

• Seeing a rainbow in the sky is an indication that Hashem would want to 

bring another mabul to the world. Yet Hashem’s promise to Noach 

prevents Him from destroying the world. In the time of King Chizkiyahu, 

and later during the generation of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, no rainbow 

was ever seen. This was a credit to the tzaddikim who led these 

generations. Because of the greatness of these generations, Hashem never 

had any reason to punish the world. This is one of the reasons for the 

minhag that children play with bows and arrows on Lag B’Omer, the 

yahrzeit of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. 
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Don’t be Down, Start Up Again 

 : וַיֵּּשְתְּ מִן־הַיּיַןִ וַיּשְִכָּׁר וַיּתְִגַל בְתוֹךְ אָהֳלֹה כא:ט

• Noach wanted to drink wine because he was depressed after the mabul. 

After all, the whole world had been destroyed. It was truly devastating. 

Drinking wine would cheer him up. But Hashem was upset with him, 

because Noach knew that it was up to him to rebuild the world, and he 

should have gotten busy rebuilding, instead of giving in to his depression.  

• The gedolim who survived the Holocaust were in a similar situation. 

Despite the tragic losses of their own families/kehillos/yeshivos, they did 

not allow themselves to become depressed and give in to despair. Rather, 

they threw themselves into building anew and spreading Torah wherever 

possible. 

It All Came True 

יו כה:ט דִים יהְִיהֶ לְאֶחָּׁ ֹּאמֶר אָרוּר כְנָּׁעַן עֶבֶד עֲבָּׁ ם וִיהִי כְנעַַן  כו: וַיּ י שֵּ ֹּאמֶר בָּׁרוּךְ יהְוָֹּׁה אֱלֹהֵּ וַיּ

ם וִיהִי כְנעַַן עֶבֶד לָּׁמוֹיפְַתְּ אֱלֹהִים לְיפֶֶת וְ  כז :עֶבֶד לָּׁמוֹ י־שֵּ ֹּן בְאָהֳלֵּ   : ישְִכ

• Noach’s words were indeed prophetic! The sons of Kena'an became 

slaves to the sons of Shem, even when the sons of Shem went to galus. 

The descendants of Yefes expanded the borders of Europe and Russia. 

And the Shechinah of Hashem was found only in the tents of Shem. 

• The Torah promises that Hashem’s Shechinah will only dwell in the 

tents of Shem. This promise was fulfilled in the time of the second Bais 

Hamikdash. Since the second Bais Hamikdash was built under the rule of 

Persia (descendants of Yefes), Hashem’s Shechinah was not present 

there. Only in the first Bais Hamikdash, built by Shlomo Hamelech, was 

Hashem’s Shechinah present. 

 

****** 
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 לך-פרשת לך

 

Finding Hashem in the World 

ֹּאמֶר ד א:יב אַרְצְךָ וּמִמוֹלַדְתְּךָ וּמִבֵּית אָבִיךָ אֶל הָּׁאָרֶץ אֲשֶר אַרְאֶךָּׁ ' וַיּ ם לֶךְ לְךָ מֵּ  :אֶל־אַבְרָּׁ

• Avraham’s parents did not believe in Hashem. They worshipped avodah 

zarah and prayed only to the idols. They took Avraham with them to the 

avodah zarah temple. How could Avraham come to know about Hashem 

without anyone teaching him? He looked around at the world and saw 

that it was running in perfect order. He realized that the universe cannot 

run itself. Who made it all? Who controls it? Who makes it go around? 

He could not stop thinking about this question day and night, for many 

years. Eventually he came to understand that everything was obviously 

designed by one master designer, the Creator of the universe. It is He 

Who made everything, and is in control of the whole world. It is only to 

Him that we should pray, and only Him we should serve. 

• Since Avraham had been looking for Hashem for so long, Hashem 

finally rewarded him by actually talking to him. The Midrash says this 

can be compared to a person walking in a very deserted part of a desert. It 

seems as if there is no human being around anywhere. Suddenly, he 

comes upon a big house with all the lights on in the entire house. He 

looks around for the owner, because, after all, a house cannot light itself 

up. There must be someone here. The owner of the house had been 

looking down at him through a window on the second story. "Hello there! 

I see you are looking for the owner of the house. I am the owner of the 

house." This is exactly what happened to Avraham. All his life he had 

been looking for the owner of the world. Finally, Hashem spoke to him 

and said, "Hello there! I see you are looking for the owner of the world. I 

am the owner of the world." 
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Leaving Negative Influences Behind 

ם ד:בי יו ה וַיֵּּלֶךְ אַבְרָּׁ לָּׁ ם בֶן 'כַאֲשֶר דִבֶר אֵּ נָּׁה  וַיֵּּלֶךְ אִתּוֹ לוֹט וְאַבְרָּׁ ניִם וְשִבְעִים שָּׁ ש שָּׁ מֵּ חָּׁ

ן רָּׁ חָּׁ  :בְצֵּאתוֹ מֵּ

• In his birthplace, Aram Naharayim, Avraham was familiar with the 

people and all their ways. Avraham did the will of Hashem all his life, 

and never imitated their evil ways. Nevertheless, it was his home. His 

father and his family lived there. Am Yisrael must be totally separate from 

the nations. Their ideas and attitudes, their way of life and everything 

they do is so very different from the way a ben Yisrael must be. In order 

for the Jewish people to come forth from Avraham, he had to make a 

totally new start, completely removed from the people of his past. That is 

why the instruction to leave is in the reverse order of how it would seem 

it should be. When a person moves away from his place, he first leaves 

his father's house, then his birthplace and then, finally, his land. Here, 

Avraham was told to disconnect first from his land (the easiest), then 

from the people of his town, and last from his father's house. 

 

All Hashem Does is For Our Good 

ב בָּׁאָרֶץ י:יב עָּׁ רָּׁ ד הָּׁ בֵּ ם כִי־כָּׁ ה לָּׁגוּר שָּׁ ם מִצְרַימְָּׁ ב בָּׁאָרֶץ וַיֵּּרֶד אַבְרָּׁ עָּׁ  :וַיהְִי רָּׁ

• Just after Avraham arrived in Eretz Kena’an, there was a hunger only in 

that land, the first hunger in all of history. He had no choice but to go 

down to Egypt to find food. Hashem had told him to go to Kena’an, and 

just when he arrived there Hashem caused him to leave. This was a test 

for him, to see if he would complain. He certainly might simply have 

thought that Hashem is not fair, making him come here just in order to 

leave. But Avraham Avinu knew that everything Hashem does is fair, 

whether he understands it or not. If that’s the way it is, then that is the 

way Hashem wants it to be. 

ב ב:יג ֹּד בַמִקְנהֶ בַכֶסֶף וּבַזָּׁהָּׁ ד מְא בֵּ ם כָּׁ  :וְאַבְרָּׁ

• Hashem promised to make Avraham rich when he told him ואברכך. By 

the time he returned from Mitzrayim, the promise had already come true. 

Avraham had great flocks and much silver and gold. 
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Too Selfish to Share 

אִים לַד יג:יג עִים וְחַטָּׁ ֹּם רָּׁ י סְד ֹּד' וְאַנשְֵּ  :מְא

• The people of S'dom were evil both to Hashem and to people. They 

worshipped avodah zarah and did many other sins to Hashem. They also 

were very cruel to people. Nevertheless, when the Navi Yechezkel 

(17:49) told the story of S'dom's destruction, he stressed the sin of not 

sharing their wealth with the poor. They should surely have known that it 

is wrong to behave this way. Although they were very wealthy, and could 

easily afford to share, they refused to do so. They attacked the poor man 

who asked for tzedakah, as well as the person who was giving the 

tzedakah. They surrounded Lot's home to protest that he had taken in 

guests. For this reason they deserved to be punished with destruction. 

 

Always Stand Up for the Truth 

נֵּר  יג:יד ֹּל וַאֲחִי עָּׁ ֹּרִי אֲחִי אֶשְכ אֱמ א הָּׁ לֹנֵּי מַמְרֵּ ן בְאֵּ ֹּכֵּ עִבְרִי וְהוּא ש ם הָּׁ לִיט וַיּגֵַּד לְאַבְרָּׁ ֹּא הַפָּׁ וַיָּּׁב

ם י בְרִית־אַבְרָּׁ  :  וְהֵּם בַעֲלֵּ

• Avraham Avinu is called Avram Ha’ivri. Chazal say that the word עברי 

comes from the word עבר, which means "the other side". The Torah calls 

him this because, “the entire world was on one side (עבר אחד) and 

Avraham was (מעבר השני) on the other side". He knew that his emunah 

was correct, and he was prepared to stand up to defend the truth even if 

he had to go against the whole world. We, who are his children, must also 

never give in to pressure, but always stand up for what we know to be the 

truth. 

• Og was certain that Avraham would not hesitate to dash into battle to 

save his nephew. After all, he was Avram Ha’ivri, who would stop at 

nothing to defend the truth. 
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The First Kiddush Hashem 

יו אֲניִ ד ז:טו לָּׁ ֹּאמֶר אֵּ הּאֲשֶר ' וַיּ ֹּאת לְרִשְתָּּׁ אוּר כַשְדִים לָּׁתֶת לְךָ אֶת־הָּׁאָרֶץ הַז  :הוֹצֵּאתִיךָ מֵּ

• Hashem said to Avraham, “I am Hashem who took you out of Ur 

Kasdim.” Ur is translated as a valley, but Chazal tell us that it also means 

“the fire of the Kasdim.” This refers to the time that the evil king Nimrod 

tried to get Avraham to accept his idols, but Avraham wouldn’t budge. 

Finally, Nimrod threw Avraham into a burning furnace. Avraham was 

ready to give his life for his emunah. Nothing could make him admit to 

the belief in idols. Although Avraham was not expecting to be saved, 

Hashem made a miracle for him, and he was not harmed by the fire at all. 

• This was the first example of Kiddush Hashem in history. We who live 

in countries that allow freedom of religion have never experienced such a 

thing. The truth is, though, that throughout the ages countless thousands 

of our people followed the example of Avraham Avinu. They allowed 

themselves to be hung or burned at the stake rather than give up their 

faith. This is the mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem. 

 

***** 

  



17 

 

 פרשת וירא

 

Walking in the Ways of Hashem–Chesed 

יו ד א:יח לָּׁ א אֵּ ֹּם הַיּוֹם' וַיֵּּרָּׁ ֹּהֶל כְח א ב פֶתַח הָּׁ א וְהוּא ישֵּ לֹנֵּי מַמְרֵּ ינָּׁיו וַיּרְַא וְהִנֵּּה  ב: בְאֵּ א עֵּ וַיּשִָּׁ

ץ יו וַיּרְַא וַיָּּׁרָּׁ לָּׁ בִים עָּׁ ה אֲנָּׁשִים נצִָּׁ ֹּהֶל וַיּשְִתַּחוּ אָרְצָּׁה שְלֹשָּׁ א ם מִפֶתַח הָּׁ אתָּׁ  :לִקְרָּׁ

• Hashem appeared to Avraham to visit him on the third day after his bris, 

which is the most painful time. Hashem came to be mevaker choleh–visit 

the sick. There is a mitzvah in the Torah to "go in Hashem's ways". We 

are supposed see what Hashem does, and imitate His ways. Just as we see 

that Hashem came to visit Avraham when he was a choleh, we must do 

likewise. Visiting a sick person is one of the many ways in which we 

perform g'milus chasadim.  

• Hashem made that day very hot, so that travelers would not be 

bothering Avraham for hospitality. Nevertheless, Avraham waited 

patiently in the hope that maybe someone would be on the road that he 

could invite in. He learned to do this from Hashem Himself, Who created 

us in order to bestow His infinite kindliness on us. Just as Hashem wants 

to bestow goodness on his creations, so, too, must we look to share and 

do good to others. 

• Avraham understood that Hashem wants us to do chesed both with 

people's physical beings, and also with their neshamos. By his example, 

he taught the whole world about hachnosas orchim. He would invite 

guests into his home, and serve them a sumptuous meal. After they would 

eat and drink, he would tell them to thank the One to whom the food 

really belongs: Hashem. Avraham's program of chesed was for the body, 

but even more for the neshamah. Therefore Avraham traveled all around 

to teach people about Hashem. 

• Avraham didn’t know who the three travelers were. He actually thought 

they were plain Arabs. Still, he wanted to reach out to them, host them, 

and teach them about the Creator. 
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Measure for Measure 

ץ ד:יח עֵּ עֲנוּ תַּחַת הָּׁ יכֶם וְהִשָּׁ ה פַת לֶחֶם וְסַעֲדוּ לִבְכֶם  ה: יקַֻח נָּׁא מְעַט מַיםִ וְרַחֲצוּ רַגְלֵּ וְאֶקְחָּׁ

ן תַּעֲשֶה כַאֲשֶר דִבַרְתָּּׁ  ֹּאמְרוּ כֵּ ן עֲבַרְתֶּם עַל עַבְדְכֶם וַיּ ֹּרוּ כִי עַל כֵּ  :אַחַר תַּעֲב

• Avraham sent someone to fetch water, but personally ran to get the 

bread. Hundreds of years later, Hashem repaid him for this mitzvah  in 

exactly the same way. When Avraham’s descendants, Bnai Yisrael in the 

desert, needed water, they were given water by Moshe Rabeinu hitting 

the rock, but the mann came down directly from Hashem with no human 

intervention at all. 

• From here we see that no mitzvah ever gets lost. Even hundreds of years 

later, the reward will always be forthcoming, besides the eternal reward 

in Olam Habah.  

 

Hashem's Love for Avraham 

ֹּשֶה' וַד יז:יח הָּׁם אֲשֶר אֲניִ ע אַבְרָּׁ ר הַמֲכַסֶה אֲניִ מֵּ נָּׁיו  יט :אָמָּׁ כִי ידְַעְתִּיו לְמַעַן אֲשֶר יצְַוֶּה אֶת בָּׁ

מְרוּ דֶרֶךְ ד יו וְשָּׁ בִיא ד' וְאֶת בֵּיתוֹ אַחֲרָּׁ ה וּמִשְפָּׁט לְמַעַן הָּׁ קָּׁ ת אֲשֶר ' לַעֲשוֹת צְדָּׁ הָּׁם אֵּ עַל־אַבְרָּׁ

יו לָּׁ  :דִבֶר עָּׁ

• Hashem loved Avraham so much that He said he could not keep what 

He was about to do a secret from Avraham. 

• The Jewish people became Hashem's chosen nation because of His love 

for the Avos. The Torah states numerous times that Hashem loved 

Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. Here is one example from Parshas 

Eikev: 

שַק ד ֹּתֶיךָ חָּׁ עַמִים כַיּוֹם הַזהֶ' רַק בַאֲב כֶם מִכָּׁל־הָּׁ יהֶם בָּׁ ם וַיּבְִחַר בְזרְַעָּׁם אַחֲרֵּ    :לְאַהֲבָּׁה אוֹתָּׁ

“Only, Hashem desired your fathers to love them, and chose you, their 

descendants after them, from all the nations as it is this day (Devarim 

10:15).”  

• Avraham Avinu was great in so many ways. He passed all ten tests, even 

allowing himself to be thrown into a furnace to die for Kiddush Hashem. 

Yet, Hashem said that He loved Avraham because he will make 

absolutely sure to teach his children the Derech Hashem. Here we are, 
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almost four thousand years later, still learning Torah, keeping mitzvos and 

passing on our heritage to our children. 

 

Trust in Hashem – His Words Are Truth 

ֹּרִיָּּׁה  ב:כב ק וְלֶךְ־לְךָ אֶל־אֶרֶץ הַמ ֹּאמֶר קַח־נָּׁא אֶת־בִנךְָ אֶת־יחְִידְךָ אֲשֶר־אָהַבְתָּּׁ אֶת־יצְִחָּׁ וַיּ

לֶיךָ ֹּמַר אֵּ רִים אֲשֶר א ֹּלָּׁה עַל אַחַד הֶהָּׁ ם לְע  :וְהַעֲלֵּהוּ שָּׁ

• A navi knows when Hashem speaks to him, with no doubts about it. As 

great a sacrifice as it was for Avraham to carry out the akeidah, he knew 

one hundred percent that he had been commanded to do it by Hashem. 

• The akeida was not only a test to see if  Avraham would give up his 

son. It was all the more difficult for him, because he had been told that 

the Jewish people would come forth from Yitzchak. " כי ביצחק יקרא לך

 .If Yitzchak were to die now, his hopes would be dashed ."זרע

• In addition to his disappointment, Avraham could not understand the 

seeming contradiction. First Hashem told him that the Jewish nation will 

come from Yitzchak. Yitzchak is not yet married, so he has no children. 

Then Hashem tells him to bring Yitzchak for a korban. Then how can the 

Jewish people come forth from him? Avraham understood very well that 

Hashem never contradicts Himself. If it looks to us like a contradiction, it 

simply means that we don't understand. There is surely an answer, 

because Hashem is perfect.  

• The akeidah was a difficult nisayon for yet another reason. All of 

Avraham's life he had been teaching the world about chesed. When he 

had been in Mitzrayim, he taught them how terrible it is to perform 

human sacrifices. If Avraham had actually carried out the akeidah, all of 

his teachings would have been contradicted, and all his lifetime's work 

would have been in vain. 
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Trust the Chachomim 

ו ח:כב ֹּלָּׁה בְניִ וַיֵּּלְכוּ שְנֵּיהֶם יחְַדָּׁ הָּׁם אֱלֹקים ירְִאֶה־לּוֹ הַשֶה לְע ֹּאמֶר אַבְרָּׁ  וַיּ

Yitzchak did not hear the command of the akeidah from Hashem, but he 

knew that his father was telling him the truth that he had been told to do 

this. He asked no questions, because he trusted Avraham. His 

descendants inherited this wonderful trait of emunas chachomim from 

him. 

 

***** 
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 חיי שרהפרשת 

 

Hashem is All Good 

ה א:כג רָּׁ ניִם שְנֵּי חַיֵּּי שָּׁ נָּׁה וְשֶבַע שָּׁ נָּׁה וְעֶשְרִים שָּׁ אָה שָּׁ ה מֵּ רָּׁ   :וַיּהְִיוּ חַיֵּּי שָּׁ

• Sara Imeinu passed away while Avraham and Yitzchak were passing the 

test of the akeidah. The Satan, who is also the Malach Hamaves, came 

and frightened Sara so badly with the news of the akeidah that she died. 

Why did he do this? Unable to stop Avraham from carrying out the 

akeidah and passing his tenth test, the Satan tried to cause Avraham to 

regret his actions, because if Avraham regretted it, he would lose all the 

reward for doing it. The only way a person can ever lose the zechus of a 

mitzvah that he did is if he regrets having done the mitzvah. Then that 

mitzvah gets cancelled. The Satan hoped Avraham would come home 

and say, “Had I known that the akeidah would cause my wife to die, I 

would not have gone through with it!” 

• Rashi says that the extra words, ה רָּׁ  teach us that all her years ,שְנֵּי חַיֵּּי שָּׁ

were equally good. Yet we know that Sara Imeinu’s life was far from 

smooth: she did not have children until she was ninety years old, she was 

kidnapped twice (once by Pharoah and once by Avimelech), and 

experienced other hardships in between. How can we say that her life was 

“all equally good”?  Tzadikim live always in the knowledge that their 

lives are good – they know that what happens to them is ratzon Hashem, 

and that if they do what they are supposed to do, they will receive vast 

reward in Olam Habah.  

 

Sharing Emunah 

מַיםִ וֵּאלֹקי ' וְאַשְבִיעֲךָ בַה ג:כד ה לִבְניִ מִבְנוֹת הַכְנעֲַניִ אֱלֹקי הַשָּׁ הָּׁאָרֶץ אֲשֶר לֹא־תִקַח אִשָּׁ

ב בְקִרְבוֹ ֹּכִי יוֹשֵּ  :אֲשֶר אָנ

• When Avraham spoke about the time he left his homeland, he referred 

to Hashem, as “G-d of the Heavens”. Now, he referred to Him as “G-d of 

the Heavens and the Earth.” After years of Avraham’s work to spread 

awareness of Hashem throughout the world, He was known by all the 

people of the Earth. In this zechus, Avraham was confident that Eliezer 

would succeed in finding a proper wife for Yitzchok. Every Jew must try 

to be like Avraham, and always strengthen the emunah in Hashem in the 

hearts of all those he knows. 
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Human effort 

אֶרֶץ מוֹלַדְתִּי וַאֲשֶר דִבֶר־לִי וַאֲשֶר נשְִבַע־לִי  ז:כד חַניִ מִבֵּית אָבִי וּמֵּ מַיםִ אֲשֶר לְקָּׁ ד׳ אֱלֹקי הַשָּׁ

ֹּר  םלֵּאמ ה לִבְניִ מִשָּׁ קַחְתָּּׁ אִשָּׁ ניֶךָ וְלָּׁ ֹּאת הוּא ישְִלַח מַלְאָכוֹ לְפָּׁ ן אֶת־הָּׁאָרֶץ הַז  :לְזרְַעֲךָ אֶתֵּּ

• Avraham trusted in Hashem to help him find a wife for Yitzchak. Still, 

he did not wait for Hashem to just send Yitzchak’s bride to their house. 

He did all the necessary hishtadlus – he did his part, by sending Eliezer 

on a long journey, loaded with gifts for Rivkah’s family. This is what we 

must do as well: we always try our best, and at the same time, we trust in 

Hashem that He will do what is really best. Even while we are working 

on something, we should remember that if Hashem desires, our plans will 

succeed, and if He does not, they will not.  

 

The Power of Tefillah 

ניַ הַיּוֹם וַעֲשֵּ  יב:כד ה־נָּׁא לְפָּׁ הָּׁם הַקְרֵּ ֹּניִ אַבְרָּׁ י אֲד ֹּאמַר ד׳ אֱלֹהֵּ םוַיּ הָּׁ ֹּניִ אַבְרָּׁ  :ה־חֶסֶד עִם אֲד

• Before beginning anything, we must always daven to Hashem for 

success. 

• Eliezer did not ask Hashem to answer him in the zechus of Avraham’s 

good deeds. He asked for a gift of chessed from Hashem. This is the way 

of tzadikim: to ask only for chessed and not to rely on their own good 

deeds. 

 

The Cost of Belief 

קוֹם לַגְמַלִּים לא:כד ֹּכִי פִנּיִתִי הַבַיתִ וּמָּׁ ֹּד בַחוּץ וְאָנ ה תַעֲמ מָּׁ ֹּאמֶר בוֹא בְרוּךְ ד׳ לָּׁ  :וַיּ

• Lavan knew that Eliezer would not sleep in a house containing avodah 

zarah, so he removed his idols from the house. For an opportunity to 

make money, he was willing to push his gods, his idols, outside. A Jew, 

loyal to serving Hashem is exactly the opposite. He will forego wealth, 

and give up all his money and possessions, in order to preserve his faith. 

 

Conducive to Concentration 

ב בְאֶרֶץ הַנּגֶֶב סב:כד ֹּאִי וְהוּא יוֹשֵּ ר לַחַי ר ק בָּׁא מִבוֹא בְאֵּ    :וְיצְִחָּׁ

• Yitzchak always davened in the spot where the malach had revealed 

himself to Hagar. He made that his set place for davening, because he 

could daven better there than anywhere else. We, too, should always try 

to daven in the place where we can have the most kavanah. 

 

**** 
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 תולדותפרשת 

 

Powerful Prayers 

ה אִשְתּוֹ כא:כה תֶר לוֹ ד׳ וַתַּהַר רִבְקָּׁ ה הִוא וַיֵּּעָּׁ רָּׁ ֹּכַח אִשְתּוֹ כִי עֲקָּׁ ק לַד׳ לְנ  :וַיּעְֶתַּר יצְִחָּׁ

 is a word that means very strong, heartfelt prayer. When one needs ויעתר •

something from Hashem, he must daven sincerely, and not simply 

mumble the words of the tefillah. 

• All of our Imahos, except for Leah, were barren because Hashem 

desires the tefillos of tzadikim. Throughout years of waiting for children, 

they davened to Hashem with all their hearts. Hashem wants our tefillos, 

not for His benefit, but rather for ours. Connecting to Hashem through 

tefillah makes us even greater. 

• When a person davens to Hashem, Hashem considers his deeds and also 

the deeds of his fathers. Although Yitzchak and Rivkah were both 

righteous, Yitzchak had the additional zechus of being the son of a tzadik, 

so his tefillos were answered first. 

 

Choose to be Good 

ו כה:כה שָּׁ ר וַיּקְִרְאוּ שְמוֹ עֵּ עָּׁ רִאשוֹן אַדְמוֹניִ כֻלּוֹ כְאַדֶרֶת שֵּ  :וַיֵּּצֵּא הָּׁ

• Eisav’s ruddy complexion was an indication that he was predisposed to 

spill blood. Nevertheless, Eisav could have taken this natural tendency 

and used it in a positive way. If one is predisposed to bloodshed, he can 

become a mohel, doctor, or shochet. We find that David Hamelech was 

also “red”, but he used his inborn trait to fight against the enemies of 

Bnai Yisrael, according to the directives of the Sanhedrin (milchemes 

mitzvah). 

• Eisav was born completely formed, with hair like an adult. This was not 

a good sign. A person should always be striving for completion and 

perfection. He should not feel that he is already “finished”, because then 

he will not put any effort into self-improvement.  
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A Hint of the Future 

ר  יד:כו קָּׁ ֹּאן וּמִקְנֵּה בָּׁ ֹּתוֹ פְלִשְתִּיםוַיהְִי־לוֹ מִקְנֵּה־צ ה רַבָּׁה וַיקְַנאְוּ א ֹּאמֶר אֲבִימֶלֶךְ  טז :וַעֲבֻדָּׁ וַיּ

ֹּד צַמְתָּּׁ מִמֶנּוּ מְא נוּ כִי־עָּׁ עִמָּׁ ק לֵּךְ מֵּ  :אֶל־יצְִחָּׁ

• What happened here to Yitzchak happened to his children as well. Time 

after time, when Jews were successful, the non-Jews became jealous and 

claimed that the Jews were taking their livelihood. This is despite the fact 

that in every place where Jews have settled, they have brought 

tremendous blessing to their host country! 

• The expulsion of Yitzchak from Grar is likewise a sign of what will 

happen to Bnei Yisrael in the future. During our current long galus, we 

have been chased from country to country many times. 

 

Yaakov's Voice or Eisav's hands 

ֹּאמֶר  כב:כז הוּ וַיּ ֹּב אֶל־יצְִחָּׁק אָבִיו וַימְֻשֵּ ווַיּגִַש יעֲַק שָּׁ י עֵּ ֹּב וְהַיָּּׁדַיםִ ידְֵּ ֹּל קוֹל יעֲַק  :הַק

• Eisav’s strength is in his hands – his sword and his bow, used in battle. 

Yaakov’s power is through his voice which he uses for Torah and tefillah. 

When Bnai Yisrael use their voices in shuls and batei medrash, there is 

no need to worry about Eisav’s hands, because Hashem will protect the 

Bnei Yisrael. If Yaakov's voice is not heard in Torah and tefillah, then the 

hands of Eisav have power to harm him. 

 

Just the Right Moment 

ק אָבִיו וַיהְִי כַאֲשֶר כִלָּּׁה  ל:כז ת פְנֵּי יצְִחָּׁ אֵּ ֹּב מֵּ א יעֲַק ֹּא יָּׁצָּׁ ֹּב וַיהְִי אַךְ יָּׁצ ךְ אֶת־יעֲַק רֵּ ק לְבָּׁ יצְִחָּׁ

ידוֹ ו אָחִיו בָּׁא מִצֵּ  :וְעֵּשָּׁ

• At this point, Yitzchok still did not realize that Eisav was a rasha, and 

he was planning to give Eisav the brachos, since he was the b'chor. 

Hashem’s hashgachah prevented Eisav from entering until after Yaakov 

was given the brachah. Had he entered earlier, Yitzchak would have 

realized that Yaakov was tricking him, and he would have blessed Eisav 

instead. 
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It Depends on What We Do 

עַל צַוָּּׁארֶךָ מ:כז רַקְתָּּׁ עֻלּוֹ מֵּ רִיד וּפָּׁ יָּׁה כַאֲשֶר תָּּׁ ֹּד וְהָּׁ  :וְעַל־חַרְבְךָ תִחְיהֶ וְאֶת־אָחִיךָ תַּעֲב

• As long as Bnai Yisrael keep the Torah, Eisav will be subservient to to 

them, and will be unable to harm them in any way. However, “when they 

slacken (from doing mitzvos)” he will have an accusation against them. 

“If Bnai Yisrael are not doing the will of Hashem, why must we be 

subservient to them?” Then, he will “remove the yoke from his neck” and 

overpower Bnai Yisrael. 

 

***** 
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 פרשת ויצא
 

The Power of Kol Yaakov–Torah and Tefillah 

יו וַיּשְִכַב  א:כח ֹּתָּׁ קוֹם וַיָּּׁשֶם מְרַאֲש אַבְנֵּי הַמָּׁ א הַשֶמֶש וַיּקִַח מֵּ ם כִי בָּׁ קוֹם וַיָּּׁלֶן שָּׁ וַיּפְִגַע בַמָּׁ

קוֹם הַהוּא  .בַמָּׁ

• Chazal tell us that the word “vayifga” is referring to the tefillah that 

Yaakov established – Ma’ariv. The darkness of night demands that we 

place our trust in Hashem and daven to Him. Indeed, Yaakov's entire life 

was similar to night, as he suffered from many troubles throughout his 

life: Eisav, Lavan, Dina, the death of Rachel, Yosef, etc. It is certainly 

fitting that he was the one to establish the nighttime tefillah of Ma’ariv. 

From Yaakov we learn to trust in Hashem even during the most difficult 

times. 

• Yaakov’s main attribute was the midah of emes – truthfulness. Included 

in this middah is the study of Torah, which is called emes, and is the 

source of all truth. Therefore, his main service was through Torah. Chazal 

tell us that during the entire fourteen-year period, Yaakov did not go to 

sleep in a bed. His diligence was so great, that when he felt drowsy, he 

would rest his head on his shtender for a short while, and afterwards 

resume his learning. 

 

 

A Hint for the Future 

ם  ב:כט דֶה וְהִנֵּּה שָּׁ ר בַשָּׁ ר הַהִוא וַיּרְַא וְהִנֵּּה בְאֵּ לֶיהָּׁ כִי מִן הַבְאֵּ ֹּבְצִים עָּׁ ֹּאן ר י צ ה עֶדְרֵּ שְלֹשָּׁ

ר ֹּלָּׁה עַל פִי הַבְאֵּ אֶבֶן גְד רִים וְהָּׁ עֲדָּׁ  .ישְַקוּ הָּׁ

• Yaakov Avinu knew that the woman he was seeking would be the 

mother of Klal Yisrael. The sight he saw here was a hint of what his 

children would merit in the future. The well is symbolic of the Bais 

Hamikdash from which ruach hakodesh would be drawn, just as water is 

drawn from a well. The three flocks of sheep represent the three festivals 

on which Bnai Yisrael would go up to the Bais Hamikdash, and join 

together there ( ן"רמב) . 
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Hashem Remembers Chasdei Avos… 

ךְ  כה:כט בַדְתִּי עִמָּׁ ל עָּׁ חֵּ שִיתָּׁ לִּי הֲלֹא בְרָּׁ ֹּאת עָּׁ ן מַה ז בָּׁ ֹּאמֶר אֶל לָּׁ ֹּקֶר וְהִנֵּּה הִוא לֵּאָה וַיּ וַיהְִי בַב

ה  ניִוְלָּׁמָּׁ   .רִמִיתָּׁ

• Yaakov first became aware of the deception the next morning. In the 

evening, he did not realize that Lavan had tricked him, since Rachel and 

Leah were similar in appearance, and Rachel had given over the simanim 

to Leah. When Rachel realized what Lavan was planning, she thought 

about the terrible humiliation her sister would suffer by being sent out of 

the chupah when Yaakov would realize she was not Rachel. She 

considered this embarrassment like murder, and decided to share the 

secret simanim with Leah. At that time, she did not know that she would 

also wed Yaakov, yet she performed this unbelievable act of pure chessed 

to save her sister from shame. 

 

… And Brings the Go’el to their Children 

• For this selfless action, the navi Yirmiyahu said that Hashem accepted 

only the cries of Rachel when the Bnei Yisrael were being taken out to 

galus Bavel. As they passed her kever, Rochel came out and wept bitterly 

and cried out to Hashem. Hashem promised her that He would be with 

them and eventually return them to Eretz Yisrael, in the merit of her 

supreme sacrifice for her sister’s honor. 

 

Hashem's Mitzvos are Always for our Good 

יָּׁה עִמָּׁ  ה:לא י אָבִי הָּׁ ֹּם וֵּאלֹקֵּ ֹּל שִלְש לַי כִתְמ יננֶּוּ אֵּ ֹּכִי אֶת פְנֵּי אֲבִיכֶן כִי אֵּ ֹּאֶה אָנ הֶן ר ֹּאמֶר לָּׁ  .דִיוַיּ

• Yaakov could have simply told his wives that Hashem commanded him 

to return. However, he understood that it is better to fulfill the word of 

Hashem when one realizes its advantage. Therefore, he first reported 

what was happening with Lavan, so they would recognize that it was in 

their best interest to leave. Only then did he tell his wives that Hashem 

had commanded him to return (לב אליהו) .  
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Do What’s Right no Matter What 

ֹּניִם וְלֹא  ז:לא תֶל בִי וְהֶחֱלִף אֶת מַשְכֻרְתִּי עֲשֶרֶת מ נוֹ אֱלֹקִיםוַאֲבִיכֶן הֵּ דִי, נתְָּׁ רַע עִמָּׁ  .לְהָּׁ

• Yaakov would surely have been justified in hating Lavan for all the 

injustices he had committed against him. Still, he worked for him with 

supreme faithfulness. We, too, must always put in our full effort when we 

are hired to work for someone.  

• Rambam writes that a worker "must work with all his strength. Behold, 

Yaakov the tzadik said, 'For with all my strength I worked for your 

father.' Therefore he received reward even in this world, as it says, 'The 

man became very, very wealthy" (ז:שכירות יג) . 

 

***** 
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 וישלחפרשת 

 

Eisav's Grudge is Forever 

ֹּר בָּׁאנוּ אֶל הַמַלְאָכִים אֶל וַיָּּׁשֻבוּ ז:לב ֹּב לֵּאמ אתְךָ וְאַרְבַע אֶל אָחִיךָ יעֲַק ֹּלֵּךְ לִקְרָּׁ ו וְגַם ה שָּׁ  עֵּ

אוֹת אִיש עִמוֹ   .מֵּ

• The messengers told Yaakov: You treat Eisav like a brother, but he is 

still just plain Eisav, and the hatred he has always shown to you has not 

gotten less since you ran away from him ( י"רש ). 

• Wicked people can never bring themselves to forgive a person who they 

feel has wronged them. Their arrogance is too great for that. Eisav never 

forgot that Yaakov took the brachos that he thought should have been his. 

The navi Amos tells us that Eisav never will give up his grudge. “He 

holds on to his anger forever–ה נצֶַח רָּׁ תוֹ שְמָּׁ (יא:עמוס א) ”וְעֶבְרָּׁ . Rome, and the 

other nations that were ruled by the descendants of Eisav, have treated us 

very cruelly over the last two thousand years for this reason. 

 

Facing Off 

קוֹם לא:לב ם הַמָּׁ ֹּב שֵּ א יעֲַק ל, וַיּקְִרָּׁ אִיתִי -כִי  :פְניִאֵּ ניִם אֶל אֱלֹהִים רָּׁ ניִם-פָּׁ ל נפְַשִי, פָּׁ  .וַתִּנָּּׁצֵּ

• Here אלוהים   means the malach (.תרגום אונקלוס)  Of course, it is not 

possible to see Hashem face to face, as He has no physical form. 

 

Torah is Forever 

ן לֹא עַל לג:לב ֹּאכְלוּ בְנֵּי כֵּ ל אֶת י אֵּ ךְ עַד הַיּוֹם הַזהֶ כִי נָּׁגעַ  גִיד הַנָּּׁשֶה אֲשֶר עַל ישְִרָּׁ כַף הַיָּּׁרֵּ

ֹּב בְגיִד  בְכַף  .הַנָּּׁשֶהירֶֶךְ יעֲַק

• The pasuk declares that Bnai Yisrael do not eat gid hanasheh until 

today. At any time in the future, whenever this pasuk will be read, this 

statement will still be true  (.ר הירש"רש)  This is the nature of Torah. The 

Torah will never change, and there will always be Jews who will keep the 

mitzvos. 
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• The mitzvah of not eating gid hanasheh is a reminder to remain strong 

in our emunah through the galus and never give up, even when we suffer 

at the hands of the descendants of Eisav.   Just like Yaakov was injured, 

Bnai Yisrael suffer loss and destruction. Just like Yaakov overcame the 

malach, Hashem will bring the geulah and we will emerge victorious. 

Just as Yaakov was healed when the sun came out, so Hashem will repair 

all the damage and save us with the rising of the sun of Mashiach. 

 )ספר החינוך (

  

It's All Good 

ֹּאוֹ מִפַדַן  יח:לג לֵּם עִיר שְכֶם אֲשֶר בְאֶרֶץ כְנעַַן בְב ֹּב שָּׁ ֹּא יעֲַק ם וַיּחִַן אֶתוַיָּּׁב עִיר אֲרָּׁ   .פְנֵּי הָּׁ

• When Yaakov arrives in Shechem, Hashem has fixed everything. His 

limp is healed, the animals he gave to Eisav are replenished and his Torah 

learning is undamaged י"רש) ).   

• Earlier, as  Yaakov faced the challenges of Lavan's deceit, fighting the 

malach and encountering Eisav, we may wonder why Hashem seemed to 

abandon Yaakov.  Now we see that Hashem fulfills the promise He made 

to Yaakov in Bais E-l– to bring him back home "complete."  When we go 

through difficulties, we have emunah that Hashem has the power to fix 

everything. 

 

Remove Foreign Objects 

ֹּב אֶל ב:לה ֹּאמֶר יעֲַק ל בֵּיתוֹ וַיּ סִרוּ אֶת וְאֶל כָּׁ ֹּכְכֶם וְהִטַהֲרוּ  אֲשֶר עִמוֹ הָּׁ י הַנֵּּכָּׁר אֲשֶר בְת אֱלֹהֵּ

יכֶםוְהַחֲלִיפוּ   .שִמְלֹתֵּ

• The idol worshippers of Shechem had disqualified their objects of 

worship so that technically they were no longer considered avoda zara. 

Even so, in preparation for their serving Hashem on the mizbei'ach in 

Bais E-l, Yaakov tells his family to get rid of all these items (ן"רמב) .  

• There are things that may not be assur according to the letter of the law, 

but they clearly remove us from an atmosphere of holiness and purity. 



31 

 

We enhance our relationship with Hashem when we surround ourselves 

with kedushah and taharah. 

• Yaakov instructed his family to bathe and change their clothes in 

preparation for their avodas Hashem in Bais E-l. From here we learn that 

when we go to shul to daven our bodies and clothes should be clean    

(אבן עזרא.)    

• When coming to daven, we show our respect for Hashem by preparing 

ourselves and dressing as if we were having an audience with a king. 

 

Hashem All the Way 

ה וְנעֲַלֶה בֵּית ג:לה ל וְאֶעֱשֶה-וְנָּׁקוּמָּׁ תִי אֵּ רָּׁ ֹּתִי בְיוֹם צָּׁ ֹּנהֶ א ע ל הָּׁ חַ לָּׁאֵּ ם מִזבְֵּ דִי בַדֶרֶךְ  שָּׁ וַיהְִי עִמָּׁ

כְתִּי לָּׁ  .אֲשֶר הָּׁ

• From the time he left home until his return, Yaakov faced many 

difficulties. He encountered Elifaz, Lavan, Eisav and Shechem, all of 

whom tried to harm him.  As his journey comes to its end, he reflects on 

Hashem's kindness, appreciating how Hashem answered his tefillos and 

remained with him throughout all his travails.  A ma’amin is able to 

appreciate Hashem's involvement in all circumstances and believe that 

Hashem is with him even in difficult times. 

 

***** 
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 וישבפרשת 

 

Wait For It 

ינוּ אִם ח:זל לֵּ לֹךְ תִּמְלֹךְ עָּׁ יו הֲמָּׁ ֹּאמְרוּ לוֹ אֶחָּׁ ֹּתוֹ עַל וַיּ ֹּא א נוּ וַיּוֹסִפוּ עוֹד שְנ ֹּל בָּׁ שוֹל תִּמְש  מָּׁ

יו וְעַל ֹּתָּׁ יו חֲלֹמ רָּׁ מַר אֶת וַיקְַנאְוּ יא – .דְבָּׁ יו וְאָבִיו שָּׁ בָּׁר בוֹ אֶחָּׁ  .הַדָּׁ

• Yosef's brothers assumed that his dream was a reflection of his 

thoughts. (ם"מלבי)   

• Chazal teach us that dreams are generated by a person's thoughts. But 

there are also dreams that are prophetic and true (ברכות נב): . The brothers 

were convinced that Yosef's dream was of the first kind, and resented him 

for it. They did not realize, like Yaakov did, that they were dreams of 

nevuah. 

• Yaakov expected and anticipated the fulfillment of the dreams. (י"רש)  

Yaakov understood that these dreams were actually nevuah and that they 

would be fulfilled. Like Yaakov, we too, believe that all the words of our 

nevi’im are emes. We wait in anticipation for the fulfillment of all that 

they told us.  

 

No Coincidence 

דֶה וַ  טו:לז ֹּעֶה בַשָּׁ הוּ אִיש וְהִנֵּּה ת אֵּ ֹּר מַהוַיּמְִצָּׁ אִיש לֵּאמ ש יּשְִאָלֵּהוּ הָּׁ  .תְּבַקֵּ

• The "man" who found Yosef was the Malach Gavriel. (י"רש)  

Alternatively, Hashem arranged a guide without Yosef's knowledge in 

order to bring him to the hands of his brothers. This is what Chazal meant 

when they said this was a malach ( ן"רמב)  

• A man, who just happened to have overheard the brothers saying that 

they would travel to Dosan, finds Yosef, lost in the fields, and directs him 

to his brothers. What appears to be a stroke of luck is actually carefully 

arranged by Hashem so that His plan will be realized. We should try and 

see Hashem's hand directing the occurrences in our lives. Nothing is luck 

or coincidence. It is Hashem who puts people, things and events in the 

right place and at the right time.  
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Deadly Sins and Harmless Snakes 

חֻהוּ כד:לז יםִ וַיּקִָּׁ ין בוֹ מָּׁ ק אֵּ ה וְהַבוֹר רֵּ ֹּרָּׁ ֹּתוֹ הַב  .וַיּשְַלִכוּ א

• The pit was empty of water but it was full of snakes and scorpions.  

Hashem performed a great miracle, preventing the dangerous creatures 

from harming Yosef Hatzadik. (ן"רמב)  

• Rabbi Chanina Ben Dosa was once told about a poisonous creature that 

was biting and killing people. Rabbi Chanina went and stood with his 

foot on its burrow. The creature bit him on his foot and then died. Rabbi 

Chanina turned to his talmidim and said: "It is not the creature that kills; 

it is cheit that causes death.  

 

Hashem is in Control 

ה מִמֶנּיִ כִי כו:לח דְקָּׁ ֹּאמֶר צָּׁ ה וַיּ ן לֹא עַל וַיּכֵַּר יהְוּדָּׁ לָּׁה בְניִ וְלֹא כֵּ הּיָּׁסַף  נתְַתִּיהָּׁ לְשֵּ  .עוֹד לְדַעְתָּּׁ

• Chazal tell us that the word ממני "from Me" was said by a Bas Kol from 

Shamayim (י"רש) . 

• The convoluted and devious events that initiate the lineage of David 

Hamelech and Mashiach may appear strange, but Hashem assures us that 

He is the one directing the process.  

 

Hashem Is With Me - I have Nothing to Fear 

הּ אֶל י:לט ף יוֹם יוֹם וְלֹא וַיהְִי כְדַבְרָּׁ הּ יוֹסֵּ לֶיהָּׁ לִשְכַב אֶצְלָּׁהּ לִהְיוֹת עִמָּׁ מַע אֵּ  .שָּׁ

• Mrs. Potiphar tried everything to convince Yosef to do an aveirah. She 

threatened to put him in prison. Yosef said "Hashem frees those who are 

imprisoned" She threatened to push him down. He said: "Hashem 

straightens the bent." She said she would put out his eyes. He said: 

"Hashem opens the eyes of the blind" (ה"יומא ל): . Yosef's emunah was so 

complete that he knew that no person has power to do anything to him 

unless it is Hashem's will.  
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Learning Experience 

ֹּתוֹ וַיּתְִּנֵּהוּ אֶל כ:לט ף א ֹּנֵּי יוֹסֵּ ֹּהַר וַיּקִַח אֲד י הַמֶלֶךְ אֲסוּרִים  מְקוֹם אֲשֶר בֵּית הַס ם  וַיהְִיאֲסִירֵּ שָּׁ

ֹּהַר ית הַס  .בְבֵּ

• Hashgacha Pratis puts Yosef in the prison where the other prisoners are 

servants of the royal household. This gives him the opportunity to learn 

from them all about the workings of the palace, government and proper 

royal conduct. So when Pharaoh meets him, he is fully qualified to easily 

move into the role of second in command to the king of Egypt פ משך"ע )

 When Hashem gives us opportunities to learn things and gain  .(חכמה

knowledge, take advantage because you never know when it might be 

useful. 

 

***** 
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 פרשת מקץ

 

Trust Hashem 

ֹּר וַידְַבֵּר שַר הַמַשְקִים אֶת ט:מא ֹּה לֵּאמ אַי אֲניִ מַזכְִיר הַיּוֹם אֶת פַרְע  .חֲטָּׁ

• Yosef had been of great service to the Sar Hamashkim, interpreting his 

dream in a good way.  He asked the Sar Hamashkim to repay the favor 

and use his influence to get him out of prison. Yet it took two years 

before the Sar Hamashkim remembered Yosef. At first glance, Yosef's 

request to the Sar Hamashkim seems to have been a good idea that, after 

two years, finally paid off.  But Chazal tell us quite the opposite. A 

person, as great as Yosef, should have had more bitachon. If Yosef had 

trusted in Hashem absolutely and not turned to the Sar Hamashkim, he 

would have been out of prison two years earlier (. ג:פטבראשית רבה)  

 

Say it Straight 

ף אֶת טז:מא י וַיּעַַן יוֹסֵּ דָּׁ ֹּר בִלְעָּׁ ֹּה לֵּאמ ֹּה אֱלֹקִים יעֲַנהֶ אֶת פַרְע  .שְלוֹם פַרְע

• Given the opportunity to be of service to the king of Egypt and receive 

favors in return, Yosef may have been tempted to take credit for his 

dream-solving services. But Yosef makes it very clear to Pharaoh that the 

ability to interpret dreams is not his.  He is only a messenger, passing on 

Hashem's words. Nevertheless, Pharaoh recognizes Yosef's greatness and 

promotes him to be second-in-command.  A ma’amin does and says what 

is right, knowing that Hashem will determine the best possible outcome.  

 

Consistent Belief 

י הוֹדִיעַ אֱלֹקִים אוֹתְךָ אֶת כָּׁל לט:מא  ף אַחֲרֵּ ֹּה אֶל יוֹסֵּ ֹּאמֶר פַרְע כָּׁם כָּׁמוֹךָ-וַיּ ין נָּׁבוֹן וְחָּׁ ֹּאת אֵּ  .ז

• Pharaoh recognizes the truth and believes that it is Elokim Who has sent 

the dreams to him, and the interpretations through Yosef. Yet the Pharaoh 

in the time of Moshe Rabbeinu says, "Who is Hashem that I should listen 

to Him?" An Egyptian king believes in Hashem when it is convenient – 
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for instance, when Hashem is saving him from famine. But when Hashem 

demands that he free Bnai Yisrael and he stands to lose his slaves, then he 

“doesn't know” Who Hashem is. The Pharaohs are fickle; but Bnai 

Yisrael are true ma’aminim, who never abandon their emunah, no matter 

what happens (דרכי מוסר מועדים). 

 

Tough, But Worth It 

ניְיִ נב:מא יםִ כִי הִפְרַניִ אֱלֹקִים בְאֶרֶץ עָּׁ א אֶפְרָּׁ רָּׁ ניִ קָּׁ ם הַשֵּ ת שֵּ  .וְאֵּ

• Yosef gave his second son the name Ephraim, to celebrate that Hashem 

made him successful in the land of his suffering. Yosef recognizes that 

his path to greatness, wealth and honor went through the land of 

suffering. Now, seeing where he has arrived, he can thank Hashem for the 

entire experience, including the suffering. Without it, he would never 

have achieved his present success. 

• While going through tough times and difficult experiences, we remain 

strong in our emunah that all Hashem does is for the best. Once things get 

better, we may look back and discover that the difficulties were 

preparation for a much better future.  

 

Don’t Worry About Tomorrow 

ֹּב כִי ישֶ א:מב אוּ וַיּרְַא יעֲַק ה תִּתְרָּׁ נָּׁיו לָּׁמָּׁ ֹּב לְבָּׁ ֹּאמֶר יעֲַק יםִ וַיּ  .שֶבֶר בְמִצְרָּׁ

• Why should everyone look at you and think it strange that you don't 

seek food before you finish what you have? ( י"רש) .  As long as Yaakov 

and his family still had food they did not worry about what would happen 

after their supply ran out. Chazal teach us: Someone who has bread in his 

basket and worries about what he will eat tomorrow is lacking in emunah. 

  .:(סוטה מח) אינו אלא מקטני אמנה -כל מי שיש לו פת בסלו ואומר מה אוכל למחר 

Yaakov and his sons were strong in their emunah; as long as they still had 

food, they were not concerned for the future. Hashem, who provided food 

for today, can do so tomorrow too. Yaakov sent his sons to Mitzrayim at 

that time only so that their neighbors should not be jealous. 
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Selective Memory 

הֶם מְרַגְלִים אַתֶּם לִרְאוֹת ט :מב ֹּאמֶר אֲלֵּ הֶם וַיּ לַם לָּׁ ת הַחֲלֹמוֹת אֲשֶר חָּׁ ף אֵּ ֹּר יוֹסֵּ עֶרְוַת -אֶתוַיּזִכְ

 .הָּׁאָרֶץ בָּׁאתֶם

• Yosef's brothers are now at his mercy. We might think that he would 

remember that they tried to kill him, threw him in a pit, finally sold him 

as a slave, and now take advantage of this opportunity to get back at 

them. But no! The Torah tells us that all he remembered were the dreams 

he had dreamt about them. Everything that he would put them through 

would be only to fulfill the nevuah of his dreams, by bringing Yaakov 

and family to Mitzrayim.  There was absolutely no intention of revenge 

(העמק דבר) .  A ma’amin knows that all that happens to him is from 

Hashem and is for the best.  Revenge is never the right response.    

 

What Did I Do to Deserve This? 

ֹּאמֶר אֶל כח:מב יו הוּשַב כַסְפִי וַיּ א לִבָּׁם וַיּחֶֶרְדוּ אִיש אֶחָּׁ אָחִיו  אֶל וְגַם הִנֵּּה בְאַמְתַּחְתִּי וַיֵּּצֵּ

ֹּר נוּ מַה, לֵּאמ ה אֱלֹקִים לָּׁ ֹּאת עָּׁשָּׁ  .ז

• "What is Elokim doing to us?" The brothers knew that Hashem pays 

back middah k’neged middah – the punishment fits the aveirah. When 

Shimon was imprisoned they saw the clear parallel and understood that it 

was punishment from Hashem for selling Yosef to Mitzrayim. But now 

they were perplexed. If they were being punished, the reward of extra 

money in their sacks made no sense (.חזקוני, ם"ברש)   

• When something bad happens, people are quick to ask "What did I do to 

deserve this?" When good fortune comes their way, though, they accept it 

without question. Bnai Yaakov look for the Yad Hashem in everything, 

good or bad.  

 

The Justice in Injustice 

ה מַה טז:מד ֹּאמֶר יהְוּדָּׁ ֹּניִ מַה וַיּ ֹּאמַר לַאד צָּׁא אֶת נּדְַבֵּר וּמַה נּ אֱלֹקִים מָּׁ ק הָּׁ דֶיךָעֲו ֹּ נּצְִטַדָּׁ  ן עֲבָּׁ

ֹּניִ גַם דִים לַאד א הַגָּׁבִיעַ בְיָּׁדוֹ אֲנחְַנוּ גַם אֲשֶר הִנּנֶּוּ עֲבָּׁ  .נמְִצָּׁ
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• “What can we say to you? We can't admit that we sinned, because we 

did not steal the cup. But we can't deny that we sinned, because Hashem 

is punishing us” (ב"בראשית רבה צ). 

• Yehudah understands that while the brothers are not guilty of theft, they 

are liable to Hashem for a number of other deeds. He sees their false 

arrest ordered by Yosef as a legitimate punishment from Hashem for 

other aveiros. A ma’amin knows that while the person inflicting the 

punishment may be corrupt, Hashem is just. He rewards every ma’aseh 

tov and punishes every aveirah. There is no such thing as a punishment 

that is not deserved. 

 

***** 
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 פרשת ויגש
 

Brotherhood of Responsibility 

רַב אֶת לב:מד ֹּר אִם כִי עַבְדְךָ עָּׁ עִם אָבִי לֵּאמ אתִי  הַנּעַַר מֵּ טָּׁ לֶיךָ וְחָּׁ  לְאָבִי כָּׁללֹא אֲבִיאֶנּוּ אֵּ

 .הַיָּּׁמִים

• If you should ask why I am fighting more than any of my brothers, it is 

because I made a strong commitment to be responsible in this world and 

the next. (.י"רש)  Yehudah accepted responsibility for his brother's 

welfare, (הנערערב את )  even to the extent that he was willing to forfeit his 

Olam Habah. We can be inspired by Yehudah's sense of arvus.  כל ישראל

 We should see every Jew as our brother and feel a deep .ערבים זה בזה

sense of responsibility to Hashem, our Father, to do everything to ensure 

that each one is keeping mitzvos. 

 

Positive Perspective 

ה לֹא ח:מה נָּּׁה כִי  וְעַתָּּׁ ֹּתִי הֵּ אֱלֹקִיםאַתֶּם שְלַחְתֶּם א ֹּה וּלְאָדוֹן לְכָּׁל הָּׁ ניִ לְאָב לְפַרְע   בֵּיתוֹ וַישְִימֵּ

ל בְכָּׁל ֹּשֵּ יםִ וּמ  .אֶרֶץ מִצְרָּׁ

• Now that we see Hashem's purpose in putting me in this situation, we 

can understand that all the events which brought us to this point were all 

Hashem's will ( ספורנו) . We believe that Hashem supervises and has 

control of everything that happens. Sometimes Hashem's guiding hand 

becomes clear when we look back and realize that seemingly negative 

events were part of a process leading to a positive conclusion. 

 

Tell of His Greatness 

ת כָּׁל כָּׁל וְהִגַדְתֶּם לְאָבִי אֶת יג:מה  וְהוֹרַדְתֶּם אֶתוּמִהַרְתֶּם  אֲשֶר רְאִיתֶם כְבוֹדִי בְמִצְרַיםִ וְאֵּ

נָּּׁה  אָבִי  .הֵּ

• Tell my father of my great position in Mitzrayim and describe all you 

saw of my greatness and wealth so that he should not worry about 

coming, as I have the power and ability to give him all he needs. (.ם"רשב)  

• Speaking of Yosef's greatness would put Yaakov's mind at ease. So too, 

when we recount the praise of Hashem in davening or when saying 

Tehillim and describe His Greatness, Power and Might, we realize that 

we do not need to worry about anything. Hashem, our King has the power 

and ability to provide all of our needs. 
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Light in the Darkness 

ֹּאמֶר  ב:מו ֹּאמֶר הִנֵּּניִ אֱלֹקִיםוַיּ ֹּב וַיּ ֹּב יעֲַק ֹּאמֶר יעֲַק ֹּת הַלַּילְָּׁה וַיּ ל בְמַרְא אֵּ ֹּאמֶר ג  .לְישְִרָּׁ ֹּכִי וַיּ אָנ

ל אֱלֹ אֵּ ה  י אָבִיךָ אַלקֵּ הָּׁ ה מִצְרַימְָּׁ רְדָּׁ א מֵּ ם כִיתִּירָּׁ  .לְגוֹי גָּׁדוֹל אֲשִימְךָ שָּׁ

 

• Hashem calls to Yaakov, not using his name Yisrael, which indicates 

his victories over man and angels. In Mitzrayim they will have to struggle 

for survival as slaves. It will be many years until they will again see 

triumph that is indicated by the name Yisrael. (.ן"רמב)  Bnai Yisrael have 

good times and bad times. Hashem assures Yaakov that He will go down 

with him and also go up with him. Hashem is always with us through the 

ups and the downs.  

• Yaakov is frightened by the difficult times his children will face in 

Galus Mitzrayim. Hashem tells him that he should not fear because it is 

there that they will become the great nation that Hashem promised to 

Avraham (חזקוני) . In difficult times, we reassure ourselves, that Hashem 

has put us in a particular situation for a good reason. 

• In Eretz Kena’an there was a risk of Bnai Yisrael intermarrying and 

disappearing. The Mitzrim, however, would not even eat together with 

Ivrim. Their antipathy will require that Bnai Yisrael live separately-and 

so it will prevent intermarriage and assimilation. (ספורנו) . Sometimes, 

when the nations dislike us, it is for our own good.  

 

One is Hashem 

ף מֶרְכַבְתּוֹ וַיּעַַל לִקְרַאת טכ:מו ֹּר יוֹסֵּ ל אָבִיו  וַיּאְֶס אֵּ ֹּל עַלישְִרָּׁ יו וַיּפִ לָּׁ א אֵּ ֹּשְנָּׁה וַיֵּּרָּׁ יו  ג צַוָּּׁארָּׁ

יו עוֹד וַיֵּּבְךְ עַל  .צַוָּּׁארָּׁ

• Yaakov did not embrace or kiss Yosef since he was saying krias shema. 

(י"רש.)  At their reunion after 22 years of thinking that Yosef was dead, 

Yaakov chooses to direct the intensity of his emotions to ahavas Hashem 

by saying Shema. In Shema we declare our love for Hashem and our 

emunah that Hashem is One. Everything that happens, whether good or 

bad, has one source - Hashem Echad. 

 

Just Visiting 

ֹּאמְרוּ אֶל ד:מז ֹּה לָּׁגוּר בָּׁאָרֶץ בָּׁאנוּ כִי וַיּ דֶיךָ כִי פַרְע ֹּאן אֲשֶר לַעֲבָּׁ ין מִרְעֶה לַצ עָּׁב  אֵּ רָּׁ ד הָּׁ בֵּ כָּׁ

ה יֵּשְבוּ ֹּשֶן בְאֶרֶץ כְנָּׁעַן וְעַתָּּׁ דֶיךָ בְאֶרֶץ ג  .נָּׁא עֲבָּׁ

• The word לגור indicates that Yaakov and his family came to Mitzrayim 

for a temporary stay, not to settle there. (.הגדה של פסח)  Bnai Yisrael make 
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it clear from the moment that they arrive that Mitzrayim will never be 

their home. So too in our current galus we know that we are here only for 

a while until Hashem brings the geulah and we all return to Eretz Yisrael. 

 

***** 
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 פרשת ויחי
 

The End of the Block 

ֹּב שְנֵּי חַיָּּׁיו  כח:מז י יעֲַק נָּׁה וַיהְִי ימְֵּ ה שָּׁ ֹּב בְאֶרֶץ מִצְרַיםִ שְבַע עֶשְרֵּ ניִם וַיחְִי יעֲַק שֶבַע שָּׁ

נָּׁה עִים וּמְאַת שָּׁ  .וְאַרְבָּׁ

• Parshiyos in the Torah are separated by a blank space. Vayechi is 

unique in that its separating space is blocked. There are two ideas hinted 

at by this “blocked parshah.” 

• When Yaakov died the difficulties of galus Mitzrayim began, causing 

Bnai Yisrael's eyes and hearts to be blocked.  

• Yaakov wished to reveal the end of the final galus, but this was blocked 

from him. (י"רש) .   

• In our galus too, our hearts and eyes are blocked. It is sometimes 

difficult for our hearts to be filled with emunah. Our eyes don't always 

see Hashem's involvement in our lives. But even though the time of the 

coming of Mashiach is hidden, we know that he will come soon, and then 

our hearts and eyes will be opened.  

 

The Land of the Living 

יניֶךָ שִים  כט:מז ן בְעֵּ צָּׁאתִי חֵּ ֹּאמֶר לוֹ אִם נָּׁא מָּׁ ף וַיּ א לִבְנוֹ לְיוֹסֵּ ל לָּׁמוּת וַיּקְִרָּׁ אֵּ י ישְִרָּׁ וַיּקְִרְבוּ ימְֵּ

יםִ ניִ בְמִצְרָּׁ דִי חֶסֶד וֶאֱמֶת אַל נָּׁא תִקְבְרֵּ שִיתָּׁ עִמָּׁ כִי וְעָּׁ ֹּתַי  ל .נָּׁא יָּׁדְךָ תַּחַת ירְֵּ כַבְתִּי עִם אֲב וְשָּׁ

רֶךָ ֹּכִי אֶעֱשֶה כִדְבָּׁ ֹּאמַר אָנ ם וַיּ תָּׁ אתַניִ מִמִצְרַיםִ וּקְבַרְתַּניִ בִקְבֻרָּׁ  .וּנשְָּׁ

• Yaakov did not want to be buried in Mitzrayim because techias 

hameisim will occur only in Eretz Yisrael. The bones of tzaddikim who 

were buried in other places will have to first roll under the ground to 

Eretz Yisrael, and Yaakov wanted to avoid this distress. (י"רש) .  

• Yaakov's concern for techias hameisim reminds us that this is one of the 

thirteen ikarim of emunah. Death is not forever. The neshamah lives in 

Olam Haba while the guf rests in the kever until the time of techias 

hameisim, when Hashem will restore the neshamah to the guf and they 

will live again.   

• We give great respect to the body after the neshamah leaves. We take 

care not to damage it in any way, and bury it whole in the ground. This 

indicates our firm emunah that there will be techias hameisim and the 

body will be used again.  
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Left is Right 

ֹּאש  יז:מח ף כִי יָּׁשִית אָבִיו ידַ ימְִינוֹ עַל ר סִיר וַיּרְַא יוֹסֵּ ֹּךְ ידַ אָבִיו לְהָּׁ ינָּׁיו וַיּתְִמ אֶפְרַיםִ וַיֵּּרַע בְעֵּ

ֹּאש מְנשֶַה ֹּאש אֶפְרַיםִ עַל ר עַל ר הּ מֵּ ֹּתָּׁ  .א

• Even if they tell you that right is left and left is right, do not stray from 

the words of Chachamim (יא:י דברים יז"רש)  . 

• It appears to Yosef that Yaakov made a mistake and confused his right 

and left. Yaakov assures Yosef that he knows exactly what he is doing 

and the switch is intentional. Sometimes we may think that a statement of 

the Chachamim does not make sense. Nevertheless, we have emunas 

Chachamim and believe that their words are accurate even when it 

appears to us that they are saying that right is left and left is right. We 

realize that their understanding is much deeper than ours, and that they 

perceive things that are beyond the grasp of an ordinary person. 

   

Chizuk for All Generations 

שִיב אֶתְכֶם כא:מח כֶם וְהֵּ יָּׁה אֱלֹקים עִמָּׁ ת וְהָּׁ ֹּכִי מֵּ ף הִנֵּּה אָנ ל אֶל יוֹסֵּ אֵּ ֹּאמֶר ישְִרָּׁ אֶל אֶרֶץ , וַיּ

יכֶם ֹּתֵּ  .אֲב

• Yaakov leaves Yosef with a powerful message of support. Even though 

Yaakov is leaving his children, they should never feel alone or abandoned 

in the long years of galus. Hashem will always be with them; eventually 

the galus will end, and Hashem will bring them back to Eretz Yisrael.  

Yaakov's words give us courage to remain strong in our emunah until 

Mashiach comes.  

 

Mashiach Mistake 

תְךָ קִוִּיתִי ד יח:מט    .'לִישוּעָּׁ

• Yaakov Avinu foresaw Shimshon and thought that he would be Melech 

HaMashiach. But then, when he visualized Shimshon’s death he said, 

"Hashem, I await your salvation!" ( יד:צח.בראשית רבה)   We should not be 

deceived into thinking that any individual, no matter how strong or 

successful, can deliver the geulah. Like Yaakov Avinu, we await and 

anticipate the yeshuah of Hashem. 
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The Words of the Nevi'im are True 

ֹּאת אֲשֶר כָּׁל כח:מט ר וְז ל שְנֵּים עָּׁשָּׁ אֵּ י ישְִרָּׁ לֶּה שִבְטֵּ רֶךְ אוֹתָּׁ  אֵּ הֶם אֲבִיהֶם וַיבְָּׁ אִיש  דִבֶר לָּׁ

ם ֹּתָּׁ רַךְ א  .אֲשֶר כְבִרְכָּׁתוֹ בֵּ

• He blessed them with the brachos that would occur to each of them in 

the future. (.י"רש)  

• Through nevuah Hashem revealed to Yaakov the future significant 

events in the history of each shevet. Most of these have already occurred 

just as Yaakov predicted. This strengthens our emunah that the brachah 

of Yehuda, which forecasts the coming of Mashiach, will also be 

fulfilled, just like all the other nevuos.   

 

***** 
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 פרשת שמות
 

Emunah in Action 

ֹּאמֶר בְילֶַּדְכֶן אֶת טז:א עִבְרִיּוֹת וּרְאִיתֶן עַל וַיּ אָבְנָּׁיםִ אִם הָּׁ ן הוּא וַהֲמִתֶּן  הָּׁ ֹּתוֹ וְאִםבֵּ בַת הִוא  א

יָּׁה  .וָּׁחָּׁ

• Pharaoh was concerned about the boys because his astrologers said that 

a son would be born, who would save Bnai Yisrael. (י"רש)  

• Pharaoh's belief in the words of his astrologers was so strong that he 

ordered his people to kill all the newborn boys, even though it meant he 

would have fewer slaves. Our belief in the coming of Mashiach, who will 

take us out of this galus, should be even stronger than Pharaoh's! 

 

Try Your Best and Hashem Can Help 

רֶד בַת ה:ב ֹּה  וַתֵּּ ֹּץ עַלפַרְע ֹּת עַל לִרְח ֹּלְכ ֹּתֶיהָּׁ ה ֹּר וְנעֲַר רֶא אֶת הַיאְ ֹּר וַתֵּּ ה בְתוֹךְ  ידַ הַיאְ בָּׁ הַתֵּּ

חֶהָּׁ  הַסוּף וַתִּשְלַח אֶת הּ וַתִּקָּׁ תָּׁ  .אֲמָּׁ

• Chazal say that אמתה could mean "her arm." Even though it was not 

possible to reach Moshe, Bas Pharaoh stretched out her arm, doing her 

best to save Moshe. Hashem miraculously extended her arm and she was 

able to grab hold of the teivah and bring him to safety.  (.י"רש)   

• We should always try our best to do what Hashem wants, and daven that 

Hashem will help us succeed. 

 

Seeing the Good in Everyone 

ין אִיש וַיּךְַ אֶת יב:ב ֹּה וַיּרְַא כִי אֵּ ֹּה וָּׁכ  .הַמִצְרִי וַיּטְִמְנֵּהוּ בַחוֹל וַיּפִֶן כ

• Moshe only killed the Mitzri once he was able to determine, through his 

Ruach Hakodesh, that no good would ever come from him. (.י"רש)   

• Everything that Hashem put in the world has a purpose. We should 

never be quick to condemn something or someone as useless.  
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Take Note of Hashem's Chesed 

ֹּאנָּׁה אֶל יח:ב ב ֹּא הַיּוֹם וַתָּּׁ ֹּאמֶר מַדוּעַ מִהַרְתֶּן ב ל אֲבִיהֶן וַיּ  .רְעוּאֵּ

• Reu'el notes that his daughters arrived sooner than on other days. We 

can learn from here that even a small convenience, like getting home 

more quickly than usual, is a special gift from Hashem. We should take 

notice and appreciate it. 

 

The Power of Prayer 

ֹּר אֱלֹקִים אֶת וַיּשְִמַע אֱלֹקִים אֶת כד:ב ם וַיּזִכְ תָּׁ הָּׁם אֶת בְרִיתוֹ אֶת נאֲַקָּׁ ק וְאֶת אַבְרָּׁ ֹּב יצְִחָּׁ  .יעֲַק

ל וַיֵּּדַע אֱלֹקִים וַיּרְַא אֱלֹקִים אֶת הכ אֵּ   .בְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ

• Hashem promised Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov that whenever their 

children will call out to Him, He will always hear them and be there for 

them. As soon as Bnai Yisrael cried out to Hashem, He remembered His 

promise to the Avos. That promise is true for us too (ספורנו) ! 

• Hashem knew that their sincere tefillos were said with all their hearts 

and full attention. He responded by focusing His "full attention" on Bnai 

Yisrael and relieving their suffering (ספורנו) .  

 

My Father's Friend 

ר  ו:ג ֹּב וַיּסְַתֵּּ י יעֲַק ק וֵּאלֹהֵּ י יצְִחָּׁ הָּׁם אֱלקֵּ י אַבְרָּׁ י אָבִיךָ אֱלקֵּ ֹּכִי אֱלקֵּ ֹּאמֶר אָנ א וַיּ נָּׁיו כִי יָּׁרֵּ ֹּשֶה פָּׁ מ

הַבִיט אֶל אֱלֹקִים מֵּ  .הָּׁ

• On his first day in a new school Yossi was feeling very sad and alone. 

He didn't know a single kid or teacher. Then the principal came over to 

him and said: "You must be Yossi. You should know that your father is 

my best friend." Yossi started smiling. He knew everything would be 

fine. Hashem introduces Himself to Moshe as אלוקי אביך. We never need 

to feel alone. Hashem already has a connection with us through our 

parents and their parents all the way back to the Avos. 
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I Am Not Afraid - Hashem is With Me 

ֹּאמֶר ד ד:ד ֹּז בִזנְָּׁבוֹ וַיּשְִלַח יָּׁדוֹ וַיּחֲַזקֶ בוֹ וַיהְִי לְמַטֶה בְכַפוֹ אֶל' וַיּ ֹּשֶה שְלַח יָּׁדְךָ וֶאֱח  .מ

• Usually, a person would be afraid to grab a snake by its tail.  This snake 

was so fearsome that Moshe ran away from it. Yet once Hashem told 

Moshe to grab hold of the snake's tail he did so without fear. If Hashem 

tells us to do something, we can do it confidently and there is nothing to 

fear. .(אור החיים הקדוש)  

 

The Dream Team 

יָּׁה הוּא יהְִיהֶ הוּא לְךָ אֶל וְדִבֶרטז :ד עָּׁם וְהָּׁ ה תִּהְיהֶ הָּׁ   .לּוֹ לֵּאלֹהִים לְּךָ לְפֶה וְאַתָּּׁ

• Moshe's weakness is Aharon's strength. Only by working together will 

they complete Hashem's mission. Similarly, each individual has a 

particular task to perform. Hashem equipped each person with a unique 

set of abilities and circumstances to achieve his purpose. There is no need 

to be jealous of another person, because what they have is not what you 

need. When we each recognize and appreciate this, we are able to work as 

a team to perfect Hashem's world.   

 

Hard is Not Bad 

ֹּשֶה אֶל כב:ה ב מ עָּׁם הַזהֶ' ד וַיָּּׁשָּׁ ה לָּׁ ֹּתָּׁ ע ה הֲרֵּ ֹּנָּׁי לָּׁמָּׁ ֹּאמַר אֲד ניִ וַיּ ה זהֶ שְלַחְתָּּׁ מָּׁ  .לָּׁ

• Moshe, a caring, responsible leader, complains about the added 

suffering of his people. Why did Hashem find fault with this?  The 

problem was his use of the words: למה הרעתה?  Everything that Hashem 

does is for the good כל דעביד רחמנא לטב עביד. To label Hashem's action as 

bad is not acceptable. A person can ask questions or express frustration at 

their not understanding what Hashem is doing. But he must always 

maintain his emunah that all Hashem does is ultimately for the good. 

  (וארא, מוסר דרכי)

***** 
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 פרשת וארא

 

Good Judgement 

יו אֲניִ ד ב:ו לָּׁ ֹּאמֶר אֵּ ֹּשֶה וַיּ  'וַידְַבֵּר אֱלֹקים אֶל מ

• Hashem spoke with Moshe in judgment (as denoted by the name 

Elokim) for his inappropriately asking Hashem: "Why have you worsened 

the situation of this nation?"  (.י"רש)   We believe that Hashem judges 

every person and gives them their appropriate reward or punishment. 

Even Moshe Rabeinu, the greatest of the nevi'im, is accountable for 

everything he does and says. 

 

Fathers of Belief 

ֹּתִי אֶת בְרִיתִי ד:ו הּ וְגַם הֲקִמ יהֶם אֲשֶר גָּׁרוּ בָּׁ ת אֶרֶץ מְגֻרֵּ הֶם אֶת אֶרֶץ כְנָּׁעַן אֵּ ת לָּׁ ם לָּׁתֵּ   .אִתָּּׁ

• "I made many promises to Avraham Yitzchak and Yaakov. Even though 

they did not see the fulfillment of those promises, they never ceased 

believing and trusting that every word of Hashem was true. Now the time 

has come for me to do as I promised in bris bein habesarim and punish 

the Mitzrim (.י"רש)  We believe that every word of Hashem is true. Like 

the Avos, we trust that everything will happen exactly as Hashem 

promised. Even if we don't see it right now, when the right time comes, 

every nevuah will be realized exactly as foretold by the nevi'im 

 

Emunah is Here - I don’t Hear 

ן אֶל ט:ו ֹּשֶה כֵּ ה וַידְַבֵּר מ שָּׁ ה קָּׁ ֹּדָּׁ עֲב ֹּצֶר רוּחַ וּמֵּ ֹּשֶה מִק מְעוּ אֶל מ ל וְלֹא שָּׁ אֵּ    .בְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ

• Bnai Yisrael believed that everything Moshe said was true, but were 

unable to hear him because they were overwhelmed by their suffering and 

fear. (.ן"רמב)  

• Sometimes, circumstances make it difficult to act based on emunah. 

That is not necessarily an indication that emunah is lacking. Rather, the 

difficult situation prevents one accessing their emunah that is within.   
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Emunah in 10 Lesssons 

ל ' וְיָּׁדְעוּ מִצְרַיםִ כִי אֲניִ ד ה:ז אֵּ יםִ וְהוֹצֵּאתִי אֶת בְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ ֹּתִי אֶת יָּׁדִי עַל מִצְרָּׁ  .מִתּוֹכָּׁםבִנטְ

• Until now Pharaoh had declared "I don't know Hashem." Now, through 

the makkos, he will learn to know that Hashem is Master and Ruler of the 

world (.ם"רשב)   

• The main purpose of the makkos was not punishment. Rather they were 

a course of education through which Pharaoh, Bnai Yisrael and the world 

would recognize that Hashem is the Creator and Master of the universe 

(ספורנו.)   

• By studying the makkos we can strengthen our emunah that Hashem 

created and controls everything. 
 

Explain Away 

הֶם כַאֲשֶר דִבֶר ד יג:ז מַע אֲלֵּ ֹּה וְלֹא שָּׁ     .'וַיּחֱֶזקַ לֵּב פַרְע

• After it reverted to a stick, Aharon's stick swallowed all the rest (י"רש) . 

Even though it now had become clear that Aharon represents a power that 

is greater than that of the magicians, Pharaoh remains unimpressed and 

refuses to listen to Moshe and Aharon. 

• A ma'amin can clearly see Hashem's actions in the world. One who 

refuses to recognize Hashem will use every excuse, no matter how 

illogical, to explain away any sign of Hashem's existence.  

 

A Body of Belief 

ה  טו:ז א הַמַימְָּׁ ֹּצֵּ ֹּקֶר הִנֵּּה י ֹּה בַב ֹּר וְהַמַטֶה אֲשֶר נהְֶפַךְ לֵּךְ אֶל פַרְע אתוֹ עַל שְפַת הַיאְ וְנצִַבְתָּּׁ לִקְרָּׁ

 .לְנָּׁחָּׁש תִּקַח בְיָּׁדֶךָ

• To reinforce his claim that he was a god, Pharaoh relieved himself at the 

river in the early morning, hiding the fact that he had physical functions 

like ordinary people (י"רש) . 

• While Pharaoh saw healthy functioning of the body as a contradiction to 

godliness, we say a special brachah after using the bathroom. We 

recognize the incredible wisdom with which Hashem created our bodies. 

Every tiny detail of the perfect system that is called a human being 

testifies to the greatness of its Creator. 
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Emunah is Life 

דֶיךָ  כח:ז ית עֲבָּׁ תֶךָ וּבְבֵּ יתֶךָ וּבַחֲדַר מִשְכָּׁבְךָ וְעַל מִטָּׁ לוּ וּבָּׁאוּ בְבֵּ ֹּר צְפַרְדְעִים וְעָּׁ רַץ הַיאְ וְשָּׁ

 .וּבְתַנּוּרֶיךָ וּבְמִשְאֲרוֹתֶיךָוּבְעַמֶךָ 

• The tzaddikim, Chanania, Mishael and Azaria learned mesirus nefesh 

from the frogs. If frogs, that do not have a mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem, 

were willing to enter the burning hot ovens to do what Hashem wanted, 

then certainly they, who are commanded to give up their lives for 

Hashem should do so (ג"פסחים נ): .  

• A Jew lives with emunah in Hashem. The mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem 

tells us that we would rather die than abandon our emunah. Life is not 

worth living without emunah in Hashem. 

 

Alongside but Far Apart 

ֹּת הַזהֶ יט:ח א ר יהְִיהֶ הָּׁ חָּׁ ין עַמֶךָ לְמָּׁ ין עַמִי וּבֵּ  .וְשַמְתִּי פְדֻת בֵּ

• Even in Eretz Mitzrayim where the animals rampaged, devouring 

Mitzrim, if a Jew happened to be there, they would not harm him (ן"רמב) . 

• Two people in the same situation can emerge with absolutely opposite 

results. One emerges unscathed and the other is damaged. Hashem's 

involvement in every aspect of our lives constitutes Hasgachah Pratis. 

He ensures that each person receives exactly what they deserve or need.  

 (רב ירוחם ליוואוויץ - דעת תורה).

 

Hashem at all Times 

יו לד:ט דָּׁ ֹּא וַיּכְַבֵּד לִבוֹ הוּא וַעֲבָּׁ ֹּסֶף לַחֲט ֹּלֹת וַיּ ד וְהַק רָּׁ ר וְהַבָּׁ טָּׁ דַל הַמָּׁ ֹּה כִי חָּׁ  .וַיּרְַא פַרְע

• This is how reshaim behave. As long as they are in trouble they submit 

to Hashem. Once the difficulty passes they slide right back to their evil 

ways. (תנחומא יז) . Pharaoh, terrified by the display of Hashem's power, 

admitted that he was a rasha and Hashem was right. The minute the 

makkah stopped he hardened his heart and denied Hashem.  

• The Torah teaches us בכל מאודך... אלקיך' ואהבת את ד .  In every situation 

that Hashem gives you, acknowledge Him and thank Him. We encounter 

all kinds of situations in life; some easy, some difficult, some happy some 

sad. B’chol me’odecha teaches us that whatever Hashem sends our way, 

we thank Him, appreciating that everything is from Him, and ultimately 

for our good. Regardless of changing circumstances, we recognize 

Hashem's involvement in our lives at all times, under all conditions. 

***** 
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 אבפרשת 

 

With our Children 

רִים וְעִבְדוּ אֶת ד יא:י ן לְכוּ נָּׁא הַגְבָּׁ ת פְנֵּי ' לֹא כֵּ אֵּ ם מֵּ ֹּתָּׁ הּ אַתֶּם מְבַקְשִים וַיגְָּׁרֶש א ֹּתָּׁ כִי א

ֹּה    .פַרְע

• Pharaoh reasoned that if Bnai Yisrael were really just going to make a 

celebration and offer korbanos to Hashem it was not necessary to bring 

the children along.  He was wrong! When we celebrate Pesach the main 

feature of our seder is the Haggadah through which we fulfill the mitzvah 

of .ת לבנךוהגד  Involving our children and teaching them is an integral part 

of our avodas Hashem. That is the key to passing down emunah to the 

next generation.  

 

Light in the Dark 

ל אֶרֶץ  כב:י לָּׁה בְכָּׁ ֹּשֶךְ אֲפֵּ יםִ וַיהְִי ח מָּׁ ֹּשֶה אֶת יָּׁדוֹ עַל הַשָּׁ לֹא  כג .מִצְרַיםִ שְלֹשֶת יָּׁמִיםוַיֵּּט מ

ם ֹּתָּׁ יָּׁה אוֹר בְמוֹשְב ל הָּׁ אֵּ יו שְלֹשֶת יָּׁמִים וּלְכָּׁל בְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ מוּ אִיש מִתַּחְתָּּׁ אוּ אִיש אֶת אָחִיו וְלֹא קָּׁ  .רָּׁ

• The darkness was so thick that even by the light of a candle or torch 

nothing could be seen (ורנוספ) . When we turn on a light, darkness 

disappears. Although this seems obvious, it is really nothing other than 

Hashem's Will. When He decides that darkness will reign, then the 

brightest light is ineffective. Each time we turn on a light in a dark room, 

we appreciate that it is Hashem who is אור ובורא חושך ריוצ  – "Makes light 

and creates dark" 

• For the last three days of makkas choshech the Mitzrim were frozen in 

darkness, unable to move. Someone who was standing could not sit and 

someone who was sitting could not stand up (.י"רש)  This stage of makkas 

choshech reminds us that our mobility is a gift from Hashem and should 

not be taken for granted. Each morning we say a brachah  אסורים מתיר

appreciating the fact that Hashem has given us the ability to move our 

limbs. Then we say זוקף קפופים appreciating that we can stand up straight. 
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Down to the Last Detail 

י  ב:יא י כֶסֶף וּכְלֵּ הּ כְלֵּ ת רְעוּתָּׁ אֵּ ה מֵּ הוּ וְאִשָּׁ עֵּ ת רֵּ אֵּ עָּׁם וְישְִאֲלוּ אִיש מֵּ בדַבֶר נָּׁא בְאָזנְֵּי הָּׁ  .זָּׁהָּׁ

(י"רש) is an expression of request נא • .  Bnai Yisrael were ready to leave 

Mitzrayim empty handed. Impatient for freedom and relief from their 

suffering, they were happy to dispense with collecting the wealth of 

Mitzrayim.  Yet Hashem made sure to fulfill His promise to Avraham 

that Bnai Yisrael will leave with great wealth. He asks Moshe to please 

speak to Bnai Yisrael telling them to ask the Mitzrim for their silver and 

gold (ברכות ט). . Even if we are willing to relinquish our claim on any 

promise Hashem made to us, Hashem is faithful and will fulfill every 

detail of every nevuah. 

 

Dogs have Something to Say 

ל לֹא יחֱֶרַץ ז:יא אֵּ ֹּל בְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ אִיש וְעַד וּלְכ ֹּנוֹ לְמֵּ ה כֶלֶב לְש מָּׁ דְעוּן אֲשֶר יפְַלֶה ד בְהֵּ ין ' לְמַעַן תֵּּ בֵּ

ין  למִצְרַיםִ וּבֵּ אֵּ  .ישְִרָּׁ

• At the time of makkas bechoros, Bnai Yisrael will be so completely 

protected from harm that a dog will not even bark at them (ם"רשב) .  

Hashem's hashgachah  can extend to the tiniest details of our lives. A dog 

barks at one passerby, but when another person walks by he remains 

silent. A ma'amin, who believes that Hashem controls everything, will 

think that, if a dog barked at me, there must be a reason that Hashem 

wanted this to happen. He will try to learn something from the episode.  

 

Commemorative Calendar 

שִים ב:יב ֹּאש חֳדָּׁ כֶם ר ֹּדֶש הַזהֶ לָּׁ נָּׁה  הַח י הַשָּׁ דְשֵּ כֶם לְחָּׁ  .רִאשוֹן הוּא לָּׁ

• The mitzvah of החדש הזה לכם ראש חדשים- "This month is for you the first 

of the months," determines that Nisan is the first month of our yearly 

cycle. Even though the year actually begins with Rosh Hashanah in 

Tishrei, Nisan is our chief month as it is the month in which Yetzias 

Mitzrayim took place. Furthermore, in the Torah the months do not have 

names, they are only identified by number counting from Nisan. By 

counting our months from Nisan, whenever we mention a date we 

remember the great nissim of Yetzias Mitzrayim ( ן"רמב ).   
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• Our calendar gives us constant opportunities to strengthen our emunah 

by remembering the great miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim.  

 

 

Don't Miss a Mitzvah 

אתִי אֶת וּשְמַרְתֶּם אֶת יז:יב אֶרֶץ  הַמַצוֹת כִי בְעֶצֶם הַיּוֹם הַזהֶ הוֹצֵּ יכֶם מֵּ יםִ צִבְאוֹתֵּ מִצְרָּׁ

יכֶם וּשְמַרְתֶּם אֶת ֹּתֵּ ֹּר  .חֻקַת עוֹלָּׁם הַיּוֹם הַזהֶ לְד

• Rabbi Yoshiah said: Do not read the word as matzos rather read it as 

mitzvos. Just like one should not delay when baking matzah, allowing it 

to become chametz, so too do not delay performance of a mitzvah. When 

a mitzvah comes to hand, do it immediately (י"רש) .  Each mitzvah is a 

precious opportunity to serve Hashem. Delaying a Mitzvah may result in 

losing the opportunity altogether. Also by seizing mitzvos and doing them 

with zerizus, we demonstrate our love of Hashem and enthusiasm to do 

His mitzvos.  

 

Nothing is too Small 

ם אֲשֶ  כב:יב זוֹב וּטְבַלְתֶּם בַדָּׁ ֹּת  הַמַשְקוֹף וְאֶל רבַסַף וְהִגַעְתֶּם אֶל וּלְקַחְתֶּם אֲגדַֻת אֵּ י הַמְזוּז שְתֵּּ

ף וְאַתֶּם  מִן ם אֲשֶר בַסָּׁ צְאוּ אִיש מִפֶתַחהַדָּׁ ֹּקֶר עַד בֵּיתוֹ לֹא תֵּ  .ב

• This eizov seems small and insignificant, yet it has great power before 

Hashem.  In Mitzrayim he commanded us to do a mitzvah with the eizov 

as it says "Take a bunch of eizov and dip it in the blood…" This teaches 

us that Hashem makes miracles even with the smallest things. Eizov is the 

lowliest of trees yet Hashem used it to bring Yisrael out of Mitzrayim 

(ב:שמות רבה יז) .   

• Everything that Hashem created is there to bring glory to Him. We 

should treat everything with respect, for even the most seemingly 

insignificant item can be used for great mitzvos.  So too every person is 

precious in Hashem's eyes and capable of doing Retzon Hashem.  

 

Believe in the Future 

י בְנֵּי' פֶסַח הוּא לד וַאֲמַרְתֶּם זבֶַחכז :יב סַח עַלבָּׁתֵּּ ל בְמִצְרַיםִ בְנָּׁגפְוֹ אֶת אֲשֶר פָּׁ אֵּ מִצְרַיםִ  ישְִרָּׁ

עָּׁם וַיּשְִתַּחֲווּ וְאֶת ֹּד הָּׁ ינוּ הִצִיל וַיּקִ תֵּּ  .בָּׁ

• The nation bowed in appreciation of the news of their impending 

geulah, that they would be going to Eretz Yisrael, and for the news that 
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that they would have children (י"רש) . Even though these were all still in 

the future, Bnai Yisrael believed that the nevuah of Moshe was true, and 

bowed in appreciation to Hashem.   

• We, too, know that all the words of all our nevi'im, who told us that the 

geulah will come, and the wonderful things that will occur then are all 

true.  In the berachos we say when reading a haftarah we affirm our 

belief that all the words of the nevi'im are true and will be fulfilled.  

 

***** 
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 בשלחפרשת 

 

The Long Way Around 

רוֹב הוּא כִי אָמַר  יז:יג ם אֱלֹקִים דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ פְלִשְתִּים כִי קָּׁ עָּׁם וְלֹא נָּׁחָּׁ ֹּה אֶת הָּׁ וַיהְִי בְשַלַּח פַרְע

ם  ֹּתָּׁ עָּׁם בִרְא ם הָּׁ האֱלֹקִים פֶן ינִָּּׁחֵּ ימְָּׁ בוּ מִצְרָּׁ ה וְשָּׁ מָּׁ  .מִלְחָּׁ

• Hashem did not take Bnai Yisrael on the shortest, most direct route, 

through Eretz Plishtim. The pasuk explains that this was for their own 

good, as they were not yet ready to face the wars that lay ahead.  

Sometimes, when things don't go as easily or as directly as we would like, 

we trust that Hashem is looking out for our best interests. While a delay 

or complication seems like a bother, Hashem does everything, ultimately, 

for our best interests.  

 

Picking the Wrong Detail 

יהֶם הַמִדְבָּׁר ג:יד גַר עֲלֵּ ל נבְֻכִים הֵּם בָּׁאָרֶץ סָּׁ אֵּ ֹּה לִבְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ  .וְאָמַר פַרְע

• After seeing the awesome might of Hashem through all the nissim and 

makkos, what could prompt Pharaoh to chase after Bnai Yisrael to try and 

recapture them? He seized on a small detail, that didn't make sense to 

him, to justify his actions. Bnai Yisrael appear to have lost their way. He 

explained this to mean that Hashem is not with them after all, and set out, 

with his armies, to bring them back. There are people who react like 

Pharaoh. They look at Hashem's magnificent world, filled with evidence 

of His greatness and kindness, and seize on some small detail, that doesn't 

make sense to them, to deny Hashem's existence. They don’t have the 

humility to think that it is not a lack in Hashem—He is perfect. Rather, 

their problem is their lack of understanding Hashem's ways.  

  

Closing in Brings Closeness 

ֹּד  י:יד יהֶם וַיּיִרְאוּ מְא עַ אַחֲרֵּ ֹּסֵּ ינֵּיהֶם וְהִנֵּּה מִצְרַיםִ נ ל אֶת עֵּ אֵּ ֹּה הִקְרִיב וַיּשְִאוּ בְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ וּפַרְע

ל אֶל ה אֵּ  .'וַיּצְִעֲקוּ בְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ

• The word הקריב could be understood to mean "brought closer." 

Pharaoh's pursuit caused Bnai Yisrael to do teshuvah and become even 

closer to Hashem  (ה:שמות רבה כא) . 

• When we face trouble or feel threatened, we turn to Hashem. 

Difficulties are opportunities to deepen our connection with Him. 

• Bnai Yisrael were trapped.  The Mitzrim were approaching from the 

rear and Yam Suf was in front of them blocking their way forward. From 
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the sides, the vicious beasts of the desert were eyeing them hungrily. 

With nowhere to turn, they cried out to Hashem for help. Hashem said: 

“This is what I have been waiting for-to hear your voice (ה:שמות רבה כא) !”    

• Hashem wants us to connect with Him through tefillah. Sometimes, to 

strengthen our power of prayer, Hashem gives a person a challenge where 

they feel there is nowhere else to turn. That pushes them to work harder 

on their tefillos.  Even when the answer to our tefillos is not the one that 

we hoped for, we have still strengthened our connection with Hashem.   

 

Things are About to Change 

ֹּשֶה אֶל  יג:יד ֹּאמֶר מ אוּ הִתְיצְַבוּ וּרְאוּ אֶת ישְוּעַת הוַיּ ם אַל תִּירָּׁ עָּׁ כֶם הַיּוֹם כִי ' הָּׁ אֲשֶר יעֲַשֶה לָּׁ

ם עוֹד עַד עוֹלָּׁם ֹּתָּׁ ֹּסִיפוּ לִרְא  .אֲשֶר רְאִיתֶם אֶת מִצְרַיםִ הַיּוֹם לֹא ת

• Moshe acknowledges their fear and their desire to flee. He enthuses 

them with a powerful message of emunah saying, "Take a good look at 

the scary, powerful Mitzrim right now, because all this is about to 

change. As you see them now you will never see them again." Any time 

we feel overwhelmed, we remember that in an instant, Hashem can 

change everything for the better. 

 

Small Problem, Big Solution 

יו אֶל תּוֹךְ הַיָּּׁם כג:יד שָּׁ רָּׁ ֹּה רִכְבוֹ וּפָּׁ ֹּל סוּס פַרְע יהֶם כ ֹּאוּ אַחֲרֵּ  .וַיּרְִדְפוּ מִצְרַיםִ וַיָּּׁב

• The word סוס, in singular form, indicates that all Pharaoh's many horses 

were like only one horse in Hashem's eyes (י"רש) .  

• Sometimes a problem can seem enormous and we don't see a way out. 

Remember, that while it may seem daunting to us, to Hashem it is 

nothing at all. If we try and solve the problem on our own, we may find it 

insurmountable. Rather, have emunah and ask Hashem to take care of it. 

Nothing is too big for Hashem!  

 

Seeing is Believing 

ת עַל שְפַת ' וַיּוֹשַע ה ל:יד ל אֶת מִצְרַיםִ מֵּ אֵּ יםִ וַיּרְַא ישְִרָּׁ ל מִיּדַ מִצְרָּׁ אֵּ בַיּוֹם הַהוּא אֶת ישְִרָּׁ

 .הַיָּּׁם

• Bnai Yisrael were concerned that perhaps, just like they had made it 

safely through Yam Suf, the Mitzrim had also survived. Hashem had the 

sea wash up the bodies of the Mitzrim so that Bnai Yisrael would see that 

they had really drowned (פסחים קיח). .  
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• Bnai Yisrael had a slight lapse of faith.  Hashem provided the booster 

they needed to strengthen their emunah that He had saved them 

completely.   

• Hashem surrounds us with demonstrations of His presence and His 

hashgachah. We just need to open our eyes to see them. 

 

The Past is Past 

נוּ בְידַ ה ג:טז ן מוּתֵּ ל מִי יתִֵּּ אֵּ הֶם בְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ ֹּאמְרוּ אֲלֵּ ר ' וַיּ נוּ עַל סִיר הַבָּׁשָּׁ בְאֶרֶץ מִצְרַיםִ בְשִבְתֵּּ

ל  הָּׁ מִית אֶת כָּׁל הַקָּׁ נוּ אֶל הַמִדְבָּׁר הַזהֶ לְהָּׁ ֹּתָּׁ ֹּבַע כִי הוֹצֵּאתֶם א נוּ לֶחֶם לָּׁש בבְאָכְלֵּ עָּׁ רָּׁ  .הַזהֶ בָּׁ

• Bnai Yisrael complain about their situation in the midbar, remembering 

the abundance of meat they had in Mitzrayim. It seems that they forgot 

about the suffering and slavery that went together with the pots of meat. 

When circumstances change, people like to reflect on the "old days," 

which seem to have been much better. Sometimes things were really 

better then, and sometimes we just imagine that it was so. Either way, the 

best approach is to deal with the present and to look to the future with 

bitachon in Hashem, knowing that He has put you in the situation that is 

best for you right now. 

 

Trying Something New 

ֹּאמֶר ה ד:טז קְטוּ דְבַר יוֹם בְיוֹמוֹ ' וַיּ ם וְלָּׁ עָּׁ יםִ וְיָּׁצָּׁא הָּׁ מָּׁ כֶם לֶחֶם מִן הַשָּׁ ֹּשֶה הִננְיִ מַמְטִיר לָּׁ אֶל מ

תִי אִם לֹאלְמַעַן   .אֲנסֶַנּוּ הֲיֵּלֵּךְ בְתוֹרָּׁ

• The mann was a test of Bnai Yisrael's emunah. Their sole sustenance 

was going to be a totally unknown food.  Furthermore, they would 

receive a daily ration only, never feeling secure that there will be enough 

for the following day. Would Bnai Yisrael be strong in their emunah and 

happily follow Hashem, trusting that He would provide their needs daily 

(ן"רמב) .   

• In new situations, one may be anxious about the changes and worry 

about how he will adapt. Trust that Hashem has put you exactly where 

you need to be. He will provide you with everything you need, to 

overcome any difficulties and to be successful.  
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Hashem is Right Here 

ל וְעַל נַ  ז:יז אֵּ ה עַל רִיב בְנֵּי ישְִרָּׁ ה וּמְרִיבָּׁ קוֹם מַסָּׁ ם הַמָּׁ א שֵּ ם אֶת הוַיּקְִרָּׁ ֹּתָּׁ ֹּר הֲיֵּש ה' ס ' לֵּאמ

נוּ אִם אָיןִ  .בְקִרְבֵּ

• A man was walking along, carrying his son on his shoulders. The boy 

saw something and asked: “Abba, please get me that,” and his father gave 

it to him.  Again, and yet a third time he asked for things, and whatever 

he wanted, his father gave him. Then they met a man and the son asked 

him: “Have you seen my father?” His father, who was carrying him the 

whole time, exclaimed: You don’t know where I am?” He dropped him 

and just then a big dog ran up, barking at the son.  Terrified, the son 

jumped back into his father’s arms (י"רש) . 

• Hashem had provided Bnai Yisrael with everything.  He guided them 

day and night with the amud anan and amud eish, split the Yam Suf, fed 

them mann and slav. Yet after all of that, they questioned, “is Hashem 

with us or not?”  Hashem responded to Bnai Yisrael’s ingratitude, saying: 

“I’m always with you providing your every need. Yet, you wonder: ‘Is 

Hashem with us?’ Let the dog come and bite you and you will cry to me 

and know where I am!” 

• The brachos that we say every morning help keep us aware of 

Hashem’s constant caring for us. We thank him for giving us life, for 

sight, clothing, shoes, movement and so many other gifts, that we should 

never take for granted.  By appreciating Hashem’s supplying our every 

need, we are always aware of His presence in our lives and never need 

ask: Is Hashem with us? 

 

***** 
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 פרשת יתרו
 

The Awesome Power of Hashem 

ה יָּׁדַעְתִּי כִי גָּׁדוֹל ה יא:יח יהֶם’ עַתָּּׁ ר אֲשֶר זָּׁדוּ עֲלֵּ בָּׁ אֱלֹהִים כִי בַדָּׁ ל הָּׁ  .מִכָּׁ

• Yisro had investigated every religion and way of worship until he 

reached the conclusion that Hashem was the true G-d ( י"רש) .  

• After a spiritual journey that took him through many false beliefs, Yisro 

discovered the truth. Baruch Hashem, we have the Torah to show us the 

way, so we do not need to take any detours to discover the right path. 

• The Mitzrim drowning in Yam Suf, clinched Yisro’s recognition that 

Hashem is the true G-d.  He saw middah keneged middah, how Hashem 

matched the punishment to the crime. The Mitzrim, who had drowned 

Jewish children, were drowned ( י"רש) .  

• If, as the ovdei avodah zarah believed, there were separate gods who 

controlled the various forces of nature, then middah keneged middah 

would not be possible. Each god could only use his power.  But Hashem, 

the Creator and Master of all forces, is able to do anything.  Only He can 

make the punishment match the crime (ספורנו) . 

 

Seeking Hashem’s Help 

ֹּש אֱלֹקים טו:יח ם לִדְר עָּׁ לַי הָּׁ ֹּא אֵּ ֹּתְנוֹ כִי יָּׁב ֹּשֶה לְח ֹּאמֶר מ לַי  טז .וַיּ ר בָּׁא אֵּ בָּׁ הֶם דָּׁ כִי יהְִיהֶ לָּׁ

יו ֹּתָּׁ אֱלֹקים וְאֶת תּוֹר י הָּׁ הוּ וְהוֹדַעְתִּי אֶת חֻקֵּ עֵּ ין רֵּ ין אִיש וּבֵּ פַטְתִּי בֵּ  .וְשָּׁ

• People would come to Moshe to seek help from Hashem. In the times 

when there were nevi’im, when a person needed help from Hashem for 

something specific, he would go ask the navi. If someone was sick the 

navi, who had a special connection with Hashem, would daven for his 

refuah shleimah. The navi could even tell him if his tefillah had been 

answered (ן"רמב) .  

• Today, though we don’t have nevi’im, we do have great talmidei 

chachamim and tzaddikim. We ask them for brachos and to daven for a 

person who needs a yeshuah. 

• Some people in the long lines waiting to see Moshe Rabbeinu were 

coming to ask questions of halachah. Others were coming to have a 

dispute adjudicated. Yet others wanted to understand a piece of Torah.  

• For all these needs we have poskim, rabbanim and dayanim to whom 

we turn with every query.      
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Public Prophecy 

ֹּאמֶר ה ט:יט ךְ וְגםַ ’ וַיּ ם בְדַבְרִי עִמָּׁ עָּׁ נָּׁן בַעֲבוּר ישְִמַע הָּׁ לֶיךָ בְעַב הֶעָּׁ ֹּכִי בָּׁא אֵּ ֹּשֶה הִנֵּּה אָנ אֶל מ

עָּׁם אֶל הבְךָ יאֲַמִינוּ לְעוֹ י הָּׁ ֹּשֶה אֶת דִבְרֵּ  .'לָּׁם וַיּגֵַּד מ

• Until now, Hashem had spoken to Moshe, and Bnai Yisrael had 

believed that Moshe was a navi who communicated with Hashem. Now, 

at Matan Torah, that emunah was going to be deepened even further. 

Hashem will enable all of Bnai Yisrael to hear Him speak with Moshe as 

he gives the Torah. This will leave no room for doubt. Every Jew who 

stood at Har Sinai will know that Hashem gave us the Torah, because he 

was there and heard Hashem speak. His children and descendants for all 

generations will have a faithful report. Passed down from father to son, 

they know that, long ago, their ancestor heard, with his own ears, Hashem 

giving us Torah (ן"רמב) .    

• Other religions trace their source to an individual who claims to have 

had a revelation. Because there are no witnesses to the “event,” their 

tradition is based on believing one person’s claim. The one true Torah 

does not hide in mysterious beginnings.  Hashem speaks to Moshe with 

all of Bnai Yisrael witnessing and participating. To suggest that it never 

happened would be preposterous! 

• Moshe had a unique level of nevuah that was never given to another 

navi. Hashem would communicate with him directly, mouth–to–mouth, 

and not in a veiled or concealed way. This one time, Bnai Yisrael will be 

able to participate in Moshe’s nevuah so that no-one will ever be able to 

deny the truth of Moshe’s nevuah and Matan Torah (ספורנו) . 

 

No Pictures Please 

מַיםִ מִמַעַל וַאֲשֶר בָּׁאָרֶץ מִתַָּּׁחַת וַאֲשֶר בַמַיםִ  ג:כ ל תְּמוּנָּׁה אֲשֶר בַשָּׁ לֹא תַעֲשֶה לְךָ פֶסֶל וְכָּׁ

 .מִתַּחַת לָּׁאָרֶץ

• Do not say: You are an invisible, hidden G-d, so I will make some idols 

to remind me of You and bow to them in Your honor ( חזקוני)  . 

• Even when Hashem spoke to us at Har Sinai, we heard His voice but did 

not see any image. A cardinal point of emunah is that Hashem has no 

physical form. Any attempt to represent Hashem is a distortion and 

forbidden. Generally, a picture is an easy way to understand what 

something is. Hashem is infinite and cannot possibly be contained in any 

physical illustration. We get to know Hashem by learning His Torah, 
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seeing His creation and His hashgachah pratis. These give us an 

understanding that is far beyond any picture. 

 

Shabbos–The Day of Emunah 

שִיתָּׁ כָּׁל מְלַאכְתֶּךָ ח .זָּׁכוֹר אֶת יוֹם הַשַבָּׁת לְקַדְשוֹ ז:כ ֹּד וְעָּׁ שֶת יָּׁמִים תַּעֲב וְיוֹם הַשְבִיעִי  ט .שֵּ

תְךָ וּבְהֶמְתֶּךָ וְגֵּרְךָ אֲשֶר ' שַבָּׁת לַה ה וּבִנךְָ וּבִתֶּךָ עַבְדְךָ וַאֲמָּׁ ל מְלָּׁאכָּׁה אַתָּּׁ אֱלֹקיךָ לֹא תַעֲשֶה כָּׁ

רֶיךָ  .בִשְעָּׁ

• We do not name the days of the week like others do. Rather we number 

them, counting toward Shabbos.  When we refer to Sunday as yom 

rishon, we mean that today is the first day counting towards Shabbos.  

Each day we remember that Shabbos comes at the end of the week and 

fulfill a mitzvah of remembering Shabbos (ן"רמב) .   

• By using the Jewish names for the days, we remind ourselves daily that 

Hashem created the world in six days and rested on Shabbos.  

• When Shabbos comes, you should view all your work as complete and 

not think about it (י"רש) .   

• Shabbos strengthens our trust in Hashem. While all week long we work 

hard trying to accomplish what we can, when Shabbos comes we sit back 

with a secure feeling that it is Hashem who is in control, and all our 

success is from Him. There may be unfinished business, but it makes no 

difference. On Shabbos, as far as we are concerned, there is nothing left 

for us to worry about.   

• It is remarkable that, throughout the world, a week has seven days.  

Units of time are mostly determined by astronomy. A year is 365 ¼ days 

because that is the time it takes for the earth to complete its revolution 

around the sun.  A day is 24 hours because that is how long it takes for 

the earth to revolve. But there is no apparent astronomical phenomenon 

which accounts for a seven day week.  The only possible explanation is 

that Hashem created the world in six days and rested on the seventh day. 

The universal seven day week is testimony, strengthening our belief, that 

Hashem created the world in seven days 

• Shabbos is our weekly reminder that Hashem created the world. Since 

He created the world, we are responsible to live in it according to His 

Torah. 

 

***** 
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Index 

. munahE of IkarimEach thought has been indexed to one of the thirteen 

Some are clear illustrations of the principle and some are springboards for 

the concept.a discussion of  

 

 

ה 1 א וּמַנהְִיג לְכָּׁל הַבְרוּאִים. אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּמָּׁ א יתְִבָּׁרַךְ שְמוֹ הוּא בוֹרֵּ וְהוּא . שֶהַבוֹרֵּ

ה וְעוֹשֶה וְיעֲַשֶה לְכָּׁל הַמַעֲשִים  ('מציאות ה: )לְבַדוֹ עָּׁשָּׁ

I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, Blessed be His Name, is the 

Creator and Guide of everything that has been created; He alone has 

made, does make, and will make all things. (Existence of Hashem) 

ב :י יג:א יב:א יב:ב בראשית

ל  :ז כז:ג כד:ב כד:יג כב:יד

 טז:מא

כב :טו ה:ד, ד:ד יב:ב שמות

יג :כב יד:ב יב:כב יב:ה י:ז

 ז:כג כ:יד

ה 2 ניִם. אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּמָּׁ ין יחְִידוּת כָּׁמוֹהוּ בְשוּם פָּׁ א יתְִבָּׁרַךְ שְמוֹ הוּא יָּׁחִיד וְאֵּ . שֶהַבוֹרֵּ

ינוּ ֹּוֶה וְיהְִיהֶ. וְהוּא לְבַדוֹ אֱלֹהֵּ יָּׁה ה  )אחדותו: )הָּׁ

I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, Blessed be His Name, is One, 

and that there is no unity in any manner like His, and that He alone is our 

God, who was, and is, and will be. (Unity) 

ז :ד טו:כו יב:ד בראשית

כט :לד מו:לט מד:מא*** 

 א:כד

 יא:יג יח:כח יד:יג ז:ז שמות

 

האֲניִ מַאֲמִין  3 מָּׁ ינוֹ גוּף. בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּ א יתְִבָּׁרַךְ שְמוֹ אֵּ ין לוֹ . וְלֹא ישִַיגוּהוּ מַשִיגֵּי הַגוּף. שֶהַבוֹרֵּ וְאֵּ

 )אינו גוף: )שוּם דִמְיוֹן כְלָּׁל

I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, Blessed be His Name, has no 

body, and that He is free from all the properties of matter, and that there 

can be no (physical) comparison to Him whatsoever. (Non-physical) 

 לא:א לב:הבראשית 

 ג:טו כ:ז שמות

 

ה 4 א יתְִבָּׁרַךְ שְמוֹ הוּא רִאשוֹן וְהוּא אַחֲרוֹן. אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּמָּׁ  (ואחרוןראשון : )שֶהַבוֹרֵּ

I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, Blessed be His Name, is the 

first and the last. (First and Last) 

 ו:יג ג:כא מה:ט בראשית

 לא:כד

 

5 

 

ה אוּי לְהִתְפַלֵּּל. אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּמָּׁ א יתְִבָּׁרַךְ שְמוֹ לוֹ לְבַדוֹ רָּׁ אוּי לְהִתְפַלֵּּל  .שֶהַבוֹרֵּ ין רָּׁ וְאֵּ

 (ראוי לעבוד רק לו: )לְזוּלָּׁתוֹ

I believe with perfect faith that to the Creator, Blessed be His Name, and 

to Him alone, it is right to pray, and that it is not right to pray to any being 

besides Him. (Only worship Him) 

 כד:ג ב:ה ד:ב בראשית

כב :כא כז:סב כה:יב כד:כד

 ב:א לה:כח

 י:יז יד:יא יב:י שמות
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ה 6 י נבְִיאִים אֱמֶת. אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּמָּׁ  (נבואה: )שֶכָּׁל דִבְרֵּ

I believe with perfect faith that all the words of the prophets are true. 

(Prophesy) 

 

יד :כו ב:כה כב:ט בראשית

 כח:ט מט:מביב :כט

כב :יב ב:ד יא:טז ו:א שמות

 טו:יח

ה 7 ה אֲמִתִּית. אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּמָּׁ יתְָּׁ לוֹם הָּׁ יו הַשָּׁ לָּׁ נוּ עָּׁ ֹּשֶה רַבֵּ יָּׁה אָב . שֶנּבְוּאַת מ וְשֶהוּא הָּׁ

יו. לַנּבְִיאִים אִים אַחֲרָּׁ נָּׁיו וְלַבָּׁ  )נבואת משה: )לַקוֹדְמִים לְפָּׁ

I believe with perfect faith that the prophecy of Moses our teacher, peace 

be upon him, was true, and that he was the chief of the prophets, both 

those who preceded him and those who followed him. (Prophesy of 

Moshe) 

 ט:כז יט:ט יב:ו שמות

 

האֲניִ מַאֲמִין  8 מָּׁ יו . בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּ לָּׁ נוּ עָּׁ ֹּשֶה רַבֵּ ינוּ הִיא הַנּתְוּנָּׁה לְמ ה בְיָּׁדֵּ ה הַמְצוּיָּׁה עַתָּּׁ שֶכָּׁל הַתּוֹרָּׁ

לוֹם  )תורה משמים: )הַשָּׁ

I believe with perfect faith that the entire Torah that is now in our 

possession is the same that was given to Moses our teacher, peace be upon 

him. (G-d given Torah) 

 ט:יט שמות

 

ה 9 ת . אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּמָּׁ אֵּ ה אַחֶרֶת מֵּ א מֻחְלֶפֶת וְלֹא תְהֵּא תוֹרָּׁ ה לֹא תְהֵּ ֹּאת הַתּוֹרָּׁ שֶז

רַךְ שְמוֹ א יתְִבָּׁ  )לא תהא מוחלפת: )הַבוֹרֵּ

I believe with perfect faith that this Torah will not be exchanged, and that 

there will never be any other Torah from the Creator, Blessed be His 

Name. (Immutability of Torah) 

ח :יז כב:ב יח:ג בראשית

 יז:לג מח:ז לב:לא

 יא:ד י:ו שמות 

ה -י  10 מָּׁ א . אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּ םשֶהַבוֹרֵּ ם וְכָּׁל מַחְשְבוֹתָּׁ ה בְנֵּי אָדָּׁ עַ כָּׁל מַעֲשֵּ רַךְ שְמוֹ יוֹדֵּ . יתְִבָּׁ

יהֶם בִין אֶל כָּׁל מַעֲשֵּ ר יחַַד לִבָּׁם הַמֵּ ֹּצֵּ  )השגחה: )שֶנּאֱֶמַר הַיּ

I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, Blessed be His Name, knows 

all the deeds of human beings and all their thoughts, as it is written, "Who 

fashioned the hearts of them all, Who comprehends all their actions" 

(Tehillim 33:15).  (Hashgachah) 

י ג :א יג:יז יב:ז בראשית

א :נב מב:ט מא:ג מא:א לה:יח

 ב:ח מו:מה, ט:מב

יט :ו ח:יח ג:ה ב:ב שמות

ג :ל טז:יז יד:זת יג:לד יא:ט

 ז:ד יז:טז

 

ה 11 י . אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּמָּׁ יו וּמַעֲניִש לְעוֹבְרֵּ י מִצְוֹתָּׁ ל טוֹב לְשוֹמְרֵּ א יתְִבָּׁרַךְ שְמוֹ גוֹמֵּ שֶהַבוֹרֵּ

יו  )שכר ועונש: )מִצְוֹתָּׁ

I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, Blessed be His Name, rewards 

those who keep His commandments and punishes those that transgress 

them. (Reward and punishment) 

יג :ו ט:ד ט:י ט:ד בראשית

ב :מ לא:כה כז:ד כה:י יח:יב

 טז:כח מד:מב

 ב:ו שמות

 

ה -יב  12 מָּׁ שִיחַ בְ . אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּ הַּ . בִיאַת הַמָּׁ עִם כָּׁל זהֶ אֲחַכֶה לּוֹ . וְאַף עַל פִי שֶיּתְִמַהְמֵּ

 )משיח: )בְכָּׁל יוֹם שֶיָּּׁבוֹא

ב :ז מו:כה לב:כטבראשית 

יח :מט כא:מח, כח:ד מז:מז
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I believe with perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah; and even though 

he may tarry, nonetheless, I wait every day for his coming. (Mashiach) 

 כח:מט

 

ה -יג  13 מָּׁ רַךְ . אֲניִ מַאֲמִין בֶאֱמוּנָּׁה שְלֵּ א יתְִבָּׁ ת הַבוֹרֵּ אֵּ צוֹן מֵּ ת שֶיעֲַלֶה רָּׁ תִים בְעֵּ שֶתִּהְיהֶ תְּחִיּתַ הַמֵּ

חִים עַד וּלְנֵּצַח נצְָּׁ  )המתים תחיית: )שְמוֹ וְיתְִעַלֶּה זכְִרוֹ לָּׁ

I believe with perfect faith that there will be a revival of the dead at the 

time when it shall please the Creator, Blessed be His name, and His 

mention shall be exalted for ever and ever. (Revival of the dead) 

 

 כט:מז בראשית

 

 

***** 
 

 

 


