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Exhibiting

TIPS

Tip 84 – There’s more to big pages
than big paper

There are a variety of reasons for using large paper. Whatever
the reason for using large paper, the exhibitor needs to think
about the viewers (and judges) viewing experience. The different ways in which large paper can be used need to be considered
before the exhibit page is prepared. When a large sheet of paper
(11” x 17”) is used as a single page, as in the example in Figure
1 from a First Day Cover exhibit I am preparing, the eye treats
the material on the page as a complete item and it is viewed as
a single page. [In this discussion a “sheet” refers to the physical
piece of paper, while “page” refers to the combination of philatelic material and write-up that is presented as a single integrated
unit. A sheet can have one or more pages.]
At times, a large sheet is used as the functional equivalent of
two smaller pages. Figures 2 and 3, from Richard Bate’s exhibit
Typesetting, Printing and Plate Varieties and Errors on Flat Plate
U.S. Stamps Overprinted Canal Zone, show how a large sheet
can be used to communicate two different subjects. On a sheet
such as this the viewer treats each half as a separate presentation
of material. On these two sheets – which represent 4 pages in the
exhibit – the large vertical pieces make it easier to view each half
on its own. Figure 2 shows a sheet with two pages containing
typesetting errors. The large block on the bottom left—extending
into the center of the page—is too large for a smaller sheet if it is
to be displayed horizontally, so a double size sheet was used. Figure 3 shows two different types of material: Typesetting mistakes
on the left and Printing Errors on the right.
What happens when the division between the two halves of the
sheets is not so simple? David Pitts, in his Reserve Grand Awardwinning exhibit Bermuda—Crossroads of the Atlantic—Routes
1806-1879, shows the range of possibilities. Figure 4 shows a
printed line between the two sides of the sheet that clearly separates two different size pages. The viewers’ eye motion is clearly
directed to two distinct pages. Figure 5 is a large sheet that contains two pages of unequal size and shape. The ‘bump’ in the line
serves to clearly distinguish the two halves of the sheet and precludes the viewer from ‘mixing up’ the items from the two pages.
Each half – distinguished by the line with the bump – is clearly
separate. In Figure 6 there is a printed line with a big bump.
Without a clear demarcation of the path the eyes should take, this
page would be very difficult to read. With the line to guide the
viewers’ eyes, it becomes a delightful and engaging page. As Art
Groten has pointed out, a vertical line will stop the eye and force
it downward rather than to the right and when using a large page,
a horizontal line will do the same thing, forcing one’s eye to the
right rather than down.
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