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Exhibiting
TIPS

Steve Zwillinger’s

Figure 1.

The exhibiting community has rec-
ognized the increasing convergence 
of printed exhibit pages and printed 

articles or monographs as both types of writing 
are produced with the same software.

I believe we may be seeing the beginning of 
another change in exhibiting: the convergence 
between stamp exhibits and graphic display 
techniques used for other types of informa-
tion displays such as those used in museums. 
Exhibiting has consistently been enriched by 
the application of elements of graphic design: 
layout techniques, computer software, type-
faces, use of colors as well as the use of printers 
and plotters have made their way to the world 
of stamp exhibiting. 

In recent issues of The Philatelic Exhibi-
tor, QR (Quick Response) Codes have been 
discussed as a possible element of an exhibit.  
QR Codes, a matrix barcode that can lead from 
an exhibit to additional philatelic information 
on the internet, do not have to be printed only 
in black and white as shown in Figure 1. In 
the short time they have been in use we have 
learned they can be printed in other colors (Fig-
ure 2) or in two colors (Figure 3).

It is also possible to insert a scanned image in 
a QR Code (Figure 4 with an image of an Indian 
stamp in the center) or even insert a manipu-
lated image as shown in Figure 5. All of these 
images are actual QR codes that lead to a web 
page.

And then there is change – big change – that 
takes us by surprise. At StampShow in Sacra-
mento, those of us who had the opportunity to 
see the exhibits saw something new: a new kind 
of exhibit. 

The focus of an exhibit is not simply the 
material we show. We know the context and the 
story is a key component of an exhibit. When 
material and treatment are done well we have a 
compelling presentation of the subject.

In judging, presentation is a small part of the 
assessed criteria. Yet, as we all know, presenta-
tion can have a disproportionate effect upon 
an exhibit. I believe this judging perspective 

Figure 3.

Figure 2.

Change

Figure 4.

Figure 5.

reflects a perspective of 16 pages in a frame. It 
applies when the exhibit uses 11” x 17” paper 
and displays 8 pages instead of 16. It has been 
applied to exhibits (predominantly revenue) 
that use four pages in a frame.  At that point, 
I believe, presentation becomes increasingly 
entwined with treatment. 

Alfredo Froelich prepared an exhibit using a 
single sheet (see The Philatelic Exhibitor maga-
zine for Fall 2011) in which, as I saw it, presen-
tation could not be separated from treatment.

Until now we have adopted the standard 
frame as the exhibiting space we have to work 
with. To be more precise, we have adopted the 
standard frame as the border of the exhibiting 
space we have to work with. Even Alfredo’s 
exhibit Survivors of SCADTA’s “von Krohn” 
Aircrash – March 10, 1934, as novel as it is, was 
bounded by the size of the frame. How could it 
be otherwise? At StampShow we saw an impres-
sive expansion of this exhibiting approach.

Alejandro Ortiz, in his Prestamp Mail from 
the Region of Antioquia Between 1786-1865, has 
transcended the frame as a limiting factor in pre-
paring and showing an exhibit. Figure 6 shows 
his exhibit.  Here, we see a single “page” – or 
rather, a display, that extends across five frames. 

Alejandro has access to a large size color 
printer/plotter. Most of us do not. At one time, 
however, only a few of us had access to a com-
puter. More recently, only a few of us had access 
to a color printer. This is not to say that, as ex-
hibitors have increasing access to more advanced 
technology, we will necessarily use them. But 
for those exhibitors who are able to conceptual-
ize new approaches to exhibiting, the meeting 
of the vision and the technology to achieve or 
realize that vision can establish a new exhibiting 
path for us to consider. )  
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Figure 6 is the array 
of all five of the im-
ages on this page.

HANDSTAMPS IN THIS EXHIBIT

POSTAL ROUTES - (colors correspond to frames around covers) ANTIOQUIA - LOCATION MAP

ANTIOQUIA - From Archibald Fullarton & Co        “South American States. New Granada and Venezuela”

Published in Edinburgh, Scotland 1855
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THE EXHIBIT

This exhibit focuses on the postal service of the region of Antioquia, Colombia from the year 1777, when the 

first postal route was instituted to 1868 when paper stamps appeared. This is largely the period in which the 

major urban centers were being created and therefore provides useful insight into the creation and the 

organization of the region in terms of time and space.

In addition to studying the material in strictly philatelic terms, the exhibit attempts to shed light on the histori-

cal transformations of the region of Antioquia, Colombia, both in terms of broad regional events as well as the 

development of population centers and their communication routes. The material is organized mainly around 

postal routes, both primary and secondary. The primary routes, which were established under Spanish rule 

mainly stem from Medellin and project in four directions: north, south, east and west. Subsequent secondary 

routes were established to serve various nascent population centers. The rarity of material from some of the 

smaller towns is the reason for inclusion of some covers without cancellations. A strictly enforced regulation 

existed at the time which obligated senders to pay fees to the postal service for all mail sent, even when it was 

done by private means.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND – A STRUGLE FOR SOVEREGNITY

Postal Service was instituted in the region of Antioquia, Colombia in 1777 by order of the King of Spain. The 

routes were intended to connect Santa Fe de Antioquia to Santa Fe de Bogota, the capital city of the Kingdom 

of New Granada, as well as to the outside world via Cartagena. Mail was transported to both of these places via 

the Magdalena River. A route was designated which went from the port of San Bartolome, on the Magdalena, 

to the city of Santa Fe de Antioquia, the provincial capital via Remedios, Cancan, Yolombó and Medellin. In 

1785, a second route was established to connect Santa Fe de Antioquia to points north through the Magda-

lena port of Mompos via Medellin, Yolombó, Cancan, Remedios and Zaragoza.

The period between 1777 and 1868 when paper stamps began to be used in Antioquia was a period of 

remarkable transformation for Antioquia and its surrounding areas. After, independence from Spain was 

achieved in 1820, five bloody civil wars were fought over sovereignty between various provincial powers 

occurring simultaneously and at many levels.

Initially, the Provincia de Antioquia existed under the Spanish colonial jurisdiction known as the Virreinato de la 

Nueva Granada. In 1810 Antioquia assumed self government as Provincia de Antioquia, part of the loosely held 

Spanish domain known as the Provincias Unidas de La Nueva Granada. The Estado Soberano de Antioquia is 

declared by Dictator Juan del Corral in the year 1813 and continues until 1819 when it is named, once again, 

Provincia de Antioquia under the Republica de la Gran Colombia which encompassed the region now held by 

Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador and Panama. In 1830, the year of Simon Bolivar’s death, La Gran Colombia was 

dissolved and was followed by the Departamento Grancolombiano de Cundinamarca and subsequently, in  

1858, by the Confederacion Granadina.

These were not simply name changes but represented governments with radically different jurisdictions, 

sovereignty and ideology. The principal conflicts over this period included 5 civil wars and resulted, to one 

degree or another, from the opposing views of Centralists and Federalists. 

Centralists, associated with the Conservative Party, were the party of Simon Bolivar and pushed for more 

government authority emanating from the Capital City, Bogota. Their political movement was also associated 

with the protection of religious freedoms. Federalists, believed in the sovereign power of Provinces such as 

Antioquia and came to fight too for a separation of Church and State.

Many important Federalist figures came from the province of Antioquia and fought to increase provincial 

sovereignty. Letters in the exhibit include several key historical figures as senders or addressees such as 

President Mariano Ospina Rodriguez, President Tomás Cipriano de Mosquera, First Dictator of the Estado Libre 

de Antioquia Juan del Corral, Supreme Comander of the Northern Provinces Salvador Córdova and Federalist 

General José Manuél Montoya. 

GEOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC BACK GROUND

The region of Antioquia, now a State of the Republic of Colombia is located over the northern terminus of the 

Andes Mountains. For over 300 years after it’s colonization in the early XVI century, the economy centered 

around the mining and trading of gold. The period encompassed by this exhibit coincides with the height of 

the gold rush. Mining of gold occurred mainly along rivers. Due to limitations that its difficult geography 

placed on agriculture, Antioquia developed largely as a mercantile society with remarkable trade and commu-

nications.

The mining economy and extremely mountainous terrain also limited the ability to accumulate capital and 

this led to a remarkably democratic and egalitarian ethos among the people of Antioquia which is palpable to 

date. These were not rural backwaters dependent upon large landowners, but rather self-sufficient towns with 

their own social structures, civic sense and exemplary education systems.

HANDSTAMPS AND MANUSCRIPTS

Two cancellations were instituted by the Spanish crown in Nueva Granada: FRANCA for mail paid by sender 

and DEBE for mail paid by addressee. Postal tariffs were set by the weight of parcels. The postage paid gener-

ally appears in the form of manuscript. In later years, a few municipalities began to use stamps with numbers in 

order to indicate the weight of the parcels as well as the postal tariff. Cancellations were used by municipalities 

large enough to warrant a post office. Post offices were initially established in the towns of Medellin, (Santa Fe 

de) Antioquia, Remedios, Cancan, Yolombó, Zaragoza, Rionegro and Marinilla. The first known stamp was used 

in Remedios in the year 1777, Rionegro in 1778, Antioquia in 1784 and Medellin in 1789. The first known use of 

the FRANCA stamp was in Antioquia in 1793 and is included in this exhibit.

The color used varied over the years. During the colonial red and black ink were employed, red being more 

common. Later, brown was used and it is not known if there were various tones or the variety results from 

oxidation. Between 1840 and 1842, small ovals were introduced and were supposed to be color coded as 

follows: Blue for FRANCA (Postage Paid), red for DEBE (Postage Due) and black for OFICIO (Government 

Service). This system was soon ignored by post offices which began to use the colors interchangeably and in 

some rare cases, employed other colors such green (see Nare).

Certified mail service existed since 1768. Cerified letters are an extreme rarity since the cover was typically sent 

back to the sender as certification of delivery. These were usually discarded since they had no other purpose.

The manuscript TARDE Y CARGADA (two on exhibit) was used throughout the period to refer to mail which 

was presented at the post office after the saddlebags on the mules were closed.  An additional charge was 

imposed and the letter was transported in an open pouch, normally reserved for local mail.

PHOTOS

Photographs are from a trip to Antioquia in the year 2011. The purpose of the trip was to retrace the main 

historical postal routes of the eighteenth century. Most of the original trajectories of the 1777 routes have 

been replaced by modern highways which offer less direct but faster service. All of the original routes, how-

ever, still exist in one form or another. At their most primitive, they have reverted strictly to beast of burden 

traffic.

The expedition revealed a lively and friendly, if isolated, rural culture.  History has shifted economic power 

away from these small towns into larger and ever more centralized locations. The towns stand as reminders of 

past glory; of the high culture of yesteryear. A remarkable work ethic remains, however, along with a culture of 

cooperation and communitarianism.

Research material by Dieter Bortfeldt, Juan Santamaría, Augusto Peinado and Mario Arango J.

10 September 1795

MOMPOX to RIONEGRO

Bill of Laden for mail sent between Mompox and Medellin. This is part of the route established by Spanish rule in 1785

connecting Mompox with, then Capital, Santa Fe de Antioquia via Zaragoza and Medellin. Mail would arrive to Zaragoza 

via small boat “ or barqueta.” and then travel by beast of burden the rest of the way. A historical note. : The document 

bears the unmistakeable signature of Juan del Corral, in 1813, was to become the first and only “Dictador del Estado Libre y

Soberano de Antioquia.” The document suggests that he had the post of Manager of Postal Services of Medellin.

No stamp. Route N1 


18 December 1850 - Juridical Correspondence, Postage Paid: 9 Reales, Sent DE OFICIO 

ANTIOQUIA via MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Stamps: Type IV, Route W1

Approx. 1828 - Large Juridical Wrapper

ANTIOQUIA to MEDELLIN returned to ANTIOQUIA

Stamps: Type I and Type VII, Route: W1


22 August 1832

ANTIOQUIA to BOGOTA via NARE

Postage Paid: 2 Reales, 

Unusally ate use of this colonial Cancellation. Route: W1 and E 1



1793

ANTIOQUIA to RIONEGRO

Stamped with Type I ANTIOQUIA hand stamp

with earliest known FRANCA.  Route N1

Mauscript: GOVIERNO



Approx. 1800

ANTIOQUIA to MEDELLIN

Large wrapper enclosing 36 Silver Reales to the Royal Tobacco Administration, Weight: 10 3/4 oz, Postage: 4 1/2 Reales

Stamps: Type I, Route W1. Very rare


Approx. 1826

ANTIOQUIA to RIONEGRO via MEDELLIN

Postage Paid: 14 Reales, Maunuscript: ESCRIBANA DE GOBIERNO,  “Government Scribener”

Rare boxed and decorated ANTIOQUIA DEBE stamp Type II. Routes: W1 and S1


Approx. 1828 - Large Juridical wrapper

ANTIOQUIA to MEDELLIN returned to ANTIOQUIA

Letter sent and Returned to Presbítero José Miguel de la Calle, signer of the Independence Proclamation and Provincial

Governor who abolished slavery. 

Stamps: Type I and Type VIII, Route W1    

Approx. 1820

ANTIOQUIA to MEDELLIN and back to ANTIOQUIA

Showing ANTIOQUIA FRANCA and boxed, decorated MEDELLIN FRANCA DE OFICIO

Stamps: Type I and Type V, Route: W1





1828

AGUADAS to RIONEGRO

Unstamped, Route S2





6 October 1822

ARMA to RIONEGRO

Unstamped. Manuscript DE DONDE NO HAY ESTAFETA

(from where there is no post office). Route: S6,S2



SONSON 4


12 October 1845

SUPIA to BOGOTA

Postage paid: 3 Reales

Stamp Type IV, Route S2,E1

1837

SUPIA to MEDELLIN

Postage paid: 4 Reales

Showing altered oval cancellation of the former

REPUBLICA DE LA GRAN COLOMBIA. Stamp Type 3, Route S2, S1


27 January 1847

SUPIA to RIONEGRO

Official correspondence marked “DE OFICIO” with rare hand stamp

Only two covers reported

Stamp Type V, Route: S2



Approx. 1836

SUPIA to RIONEGRO

Postage paid: 9 Reales for a weight of 1 1/8 oz.

Showing altered  oval postal stamp of the former 

REPUBLICA DE LA GRAN COLOMBIA. After 1830, the nation became

“Republica de la Nueva Granada” .  In response, municipal post offices filed off the 

part of the seal containing the country’s name. Stamp Type II, Route: S2 


Approx. 1825

SUPIA to RIONEGRO

Postage paid: 2 Reales for a weight of 1 1/8 oz.

Showing REPUBLICA DE LA GRAN COLOMBIA  oval postal stamp Type I

Route: S2 





19 June 1831

FRONTINO to CANASGORDAS. No stamp, Route W2





22 November 1830

SOPETRAN to BOGOTA. Stamp Type I, Route: W1 and E1

 
1713

SOPETRAN to ANTIOQUIA 

Pre Postal-System period. Very early 

Manuscript: CON CHASQUI indicating letter was carried by a 

member a member of the Chasqui native tribe, commonly used

as courriers at this time. Pre-Postal Service

1802

SOPETRAN to ANTIOQUIA

No postal stamp. Route W1


CAROLINA 1



1816

from SACAOJAL to ANTIOQUIA

No stamp. Route: W2






1828 - CAROLINA to MEDELLIN

Red strike of rare CAROLINA Gran Colombia oval handstamp

Postage paid: 1 1/2 Reales. Route: N1




22 July 1838 - ENTRERRIOS to SANTA ROSA - Unstamped, Route N1





1800

from YARUMAL to SOPETRAN

No postal marking, Routes: N3 and W3





1796

ANTIOQUIA to SOPETRAN

Unstamped.  Route: W1

Manuscript DEL GOBIERNO 


Approx. 1840

from ANTIOQUIA to BOGOTA

Addressed to Secretary of War General Tomas Cipriano de Mosquera, an

important Federalist figure who was to be president under 

The Republic of New Granada as well as The United States of  Colombia. 

Stamps Type I, Routes W1 and E1

5 September 1825

ANTIOQUIA to SAN ANDRES

No cancellation. Route: W3,W4

      


23 December 1844

from ANTIOQUIA to BOGOTA

Stamp: Type III. Route W1 and E1


Approx. 1840

MEDELLIN to ANTIOQUIA

Official Correspondence “DE OFICIO”, Weight: 2 3/4 oz, Postage paid: 11 Reales

Stamp Type X, Route: W1



Approx 1822

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Sent as DEBE (Due), Postage indication: 48 Reales,  Juridical Correspondence Wrapper

Stamp type IV, Route: S1

SONSON 2

SONSON 3


14 November 1823

MEDELLIN to CARTAGO

Postage: 4 Reales

Stamp Type: IV, Route S1,S2

1826 

from MEDELLIN to ANTIOQUIA and back to MEDELLIN

Showing Type I ANTIOQUIA FRANCA stamp as well as decorated oval Type VII MEDELLIN DEBE stamp

Stamps Type I and Type VII, Route: W1




Approx. 1826

MEDELLIN to ANTIOQUIA

Sent as DEBE (Due), Postage to be paid: 10 Reales, Juridical Correspondence

Stamp Type IV, Route: W1 


1824

from MEDELLIN to ANTIOQUIA

Showing boxed decorated MEDELLIN FRANCA stamp

Stamp Type IV, Route: W1


1818

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Sent as DEBE (Due)

Postage: 17 Reales for 4 1/2 oz.

Stamp Type II, Route S1


1832

MEDELLIN to ANTIOQUIA

Showing large oval MEDELLIN FRANCA

Stamp Type VI, Route: W1


1818

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Official Correspondence, sent free of postal charge 

Rare stamp decorated “MEDELLIN FRANCA DE OFICIO”

Stamp Type: V, Route: S1



10 February 1803

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Showing two single-line cancellations in red: MEDELLIN and FRANCA, Postage: 8 reales, Weight: 4 oz.

Stamp Type 1, Route: S1



1837

MEDELLIN to BOGOTA

Showing decorated MEDELLIN FRANCA DE OFICIO stamp

Manuscript “Certificado”

Stamp Type V, Route: E1


18 October 1829

MEDELLIN to POPAYAN

Stamp Type III, Route S1, S2 to SUPIA and then via MANIZALES to POPAYAN




ABEJORRAL 1



Approx. 1845

ABEJORRAL to SONSON

Sent “DE OFICIO”  (No postal charge)

Stamp Type II, Route S3



1838

ABEJORRAL to RIONEGRO

Oficial Correspondence “DE OFICIO”, Postage paid: 2 Reales

Stamp Type I, Route S2



31 January 1848

SONSON to MEDELLIN

Postage paid: 2 oz - 6 Reales

Stamp Type I. Late use of this cancellation. Routes: S3, S2, S1



30 August 1958

SONSON to ABEJORRAL

Postage: 2 Reales

Stamped with black Type II SON SON DEBE, Route S3


Approx. 1856

SONSON to RIONEGRO 

Postage paid: 2 Reales

Stamped red Type I SON SON FRANCA (FRANCA crossed out) and Type II SON SON DEBE. Route S3 and S2



Approx. 1834

SONSON to RIONEGRO

Postage paid: 2 Reales

Stamp: Sepia Type I, Route: S3 and S2

Manuscript on reverse reads DE OFICIO POR CER CUASA CRIMINAL

“no postage as it’s a criminal matter”





14 March 1842

VAHOS to MEDELLIN

No Stamp, Route S5, S1






10 February 1833

CARMEN to (illegible)

Unstamped. Route: S4

ANORI 2ANORI 1



1856

ANORI to BOGOTA

Showing oval ANORI FRANCA stamp

Stamp Type I, Route:  N3, N1, E1

SANTA ROSA 2

SANTA ROSA 1



1846

SANTA ROSA DE OSOS to MEDELLIN 

No weight or postage indicated, probably 2 Reales

Stamp Type II, Route N1



1812

SANTA ROSA DE OSOS to RIONEGRO via MEDELLIN 

Postage: Sent as DE OFICIO - no charge

as indicated in manuscript on reverse. Stamp:  Red Type I (very rare), Route: N1, S1



1810

SANTA ROSA DE OSOS to MEDELLIN 

Stamp:  Type I (very rare), Route N1





1787

from SAN ANDRES to ANTIOQUIA

No postal markings, Route W4, W3



13 August 1840

SAN ANDRES to ANTIOQUIA

Hand stamp: SAN ANDRES FRANCA. Routes W4, W3



SAN ANDRES 3SAN ANDRES 2


19 December 1831

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Postage paid: 1 Real, Inside letter written on Stamped Revenue Paper

Stamp Type VII, Route: S1 


18 June 1842

MEDELLIN to STOKE, near LONDON

Arrived September 9, 1842

Route: Zaragoza, Mompox, fron there to CARTAGENA by British Steamship 

to LONDON.

Postage paid: Medellin to Cartagena 3 Reales, from CARTAGENA  

to LONDON: 2/3 shillings

Stamp Type: IX, Route: N1

11 September 1860 to 16 April 1863

MEDELLIN to BOGOTA then to RIONEDRO then to LA CEJA THEN to RIONEGRO

Series of Juridical communications regarding accussations (and subsequent absolution) of Malfeasance by the Mayor of 

La Ceja. Signed by the Antioquia District Judge in MEDELLIN and 5 Magistrates of the Supreme Court of the 

CONFEDERACION GRANADINA in BOGOTA.  Also signed by the District Judge of RIONEGRO as well as the Mayor of  LA  CEJA.

Stamp:  Type X, Route: E1 and S2

 

18 April 1863

MEDELLIN to BOGOTA

2 days later (see left)...subsequent communications regarding the Mayor of La Ceja. Unlike the previous letters, this one includes stamped paper with the

new name of the nation: ESTADOS UNIDOS DE COLOMBIA.  This new name was declared by the Constitution of 1863 in nearby Rionegro (and is known as the 

“Constitucion de Rionegro). The name was proclaimed only 6 weeks before the date of this document.  The new constitution represented the triumph of Federalism and a 

dramatic expansion of the sovereign rights of provinces, such as Antioquia.

Stamp: Type X, Route: E1


25 January 1853

MEDELLIN to PARIS, France

Route: MEDELLIN to ZARAGOZA and MOMPOX to CARTAGENA and from there via

British steamship (10 February 1853) to England, arriving 22 March and rerouted via

CALAIS to PARIS, 10 March 1853

Addressed to the Mayor of Paris regarding his interest in a gold mine

Stamp Type XI, Route:  N1

1826

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO and returned to MEDELLIN

Judicial wrapper of 1 3/4  oz., Postage: 7 Reales. Rare

Stamps: Type VIII and Type III, Route S1


11 September 1857

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Showing postal marking in Blue, Postage: 1 Real

Stamp Type XI, Route: S1


1841

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Juridical correspondence - No postal charges

Red oval stamp. Altered, with omitted “Republic of New Granada”

Stamp Type IX, Route S1


31 May 1842

MEDELLIN to CARTAGENA

Postage paid: 3 Reales

Stamp Type IX, Route: N1


1869

from MEDELLIN to BOLIVAR

Juridical correspondence on pre-stamped paper

No postal markings, Route E1


24 January 1865

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Juridical correspondence showing MEDELLIN DE OFICIO (Official) handstamp and

MEDELLIN boxed datestamp. Late use of the postal markings

Stamp Type X, Route: S1

CONTENTSCONTENTS

CONTENTS CONTENTS



SAN PEDRO




20 June 1841

SAN PEDRO to SANTA ROSA

Official Correspondence, Invoice for PAPEL SELLADO

(Stamped Revenue Paper)

Stamp Type I, Route N1

REMEDIOS 2REMEDIOS 1

REMEDIOS 3

REMEDIOS 4



1855

REMEDIOS to ANTIOQUIA

Stamped REMEDIOS FRANCA

Stamp Type I, Route: N1 and W1


24 October 1849

REMEDIOS to RIONEGRO

Sent as DEBE - no postage to be paid indicated

Very late use of colonial postal marking

Stamp Type II, Route: N1 and S1

 11 November 1850

REMEDIOS to BOGOTA

Stamped REMEDIOS FRANCA (Oficial)

Stamp Type I, Routes: N1 and E1






1850

ENVIGADO to MEDELLIN

Unstamped, Route S1




29 October 1843

COCORNA to MARINILLA

Unstamped, Route: S4




1836

MARINILLA to RIONEGRO and returned to MARINILLA

Reused large juridical wrapper showing boxed “MARINILLA FRANCA” (up to 5 known)

and altered oval “RIONEGRO FRANCA” hand stamps Type I (Marinilla) and altered Type III (Rionegro). Route S1

The REPUBLICA DE LA GN COLOMBIA was filed off the stamps after 1830 when the country name changed.

Approx. 1830

MARINILLA to MEDELLIN

Judicial Wrapper, Postage: 4 Reales, Showing red boxed “MARINILLA FRANCA”  Type I, Route S1  




Approx. 1855

MARINILLA to RIONEGRO

red oval MARINILLA DE OFICIO stamp Type II. Route S1 

MARINILLA 1



8 August 1861

SANTO DOMINGO to RIONEGRO

Judicial Wrapper, 15 Centavos for 40 grams.

Scarce MEDELLIN  stamp. No Santodomingo stamp. Manuscript on Reverse: SERVICIO and

PORTE...SE PAGARA EN RIONEGRO or “postage... will be paid in Rionegro”. Type XII stamp, Route E1

Late pre-paper stamp wrapper





1811

SAN BARTOLOME to ANTIOQUIA

1 oz., Postage paid: 5 Reales

Note: on reverse manuscript reading: “TARDE Y CARGADA”

Only 2 covers with this manuscript recorded. Very Rare

Stamp Type I, Route: E1, W1

SAN BARTOLOME 1



30 March 1826

CAMPAMENTO to MEDELLIN

No stamp

Rare - Sent only 5 years after initial settlement

Routes: N3, N1



Approx 1855

RIONEGRO to MARINILLA

with black oval Type VI stamp. Route S1


Approx 1800

RIONEGRO to ANTIOQUIA

DEBE and RIONEGRO handstaps Type I. Route S1 and W1



1826

RIONEGRO to MEDELLIN and back to RIONEGRO

Showing oval RIONEGRO FRANCA and decorated MEDELLIN FRANCA DE OFICIO stamps 

Stamps Type I and Type  V.  Manuscript: AUTOS CRIMINALES EN CONSULTA  “Criminal Investigation” Route S1



1828

RIONEGRO to ABEJORRAL

Postage paid: 4 Reales, Juridical Correspondence, Route S2


Approx. 1800

RIONEGRO to ANTIOQUIA via MEDELLIN

Large handmade envelope containing a Royal “Cedula DE OFICIO”, Addressed to Juan Antonio Mon y Velarde, “Alcalde de 

Corte Real Audiencia de Santa Fe, Visitador, Gobernador y Comandante General de la Ciudad y Provincia de Antioquia”.

Mon y Velarde was known as the “Regenerator of Antioquia”. Among other notable achievements, he reorganized the 

Postal system administration.

Manuscript: REAL CEDULA meaning “order from the king”  (rare) and DE OFICIO meaning “government business”

Stamp: Type I, Routes: S1, W1



RIONEGRO 4

ZARAGOZA 1

RIONEGRO 5

RIONEGRO 1 RIONEGRO 2 RIONEGRO 3 


15 December 1856

MEDELLIN to BOGOTA

Postage: Not Indicated

Certified letter: Rare

Stamped “Certified Mail,” Route E1

1854 

MEDELLIN to NARE 

Written to GENERAL TOMAS C. DE MOSQUERA  the candidate to presidential 

reelection in 1857. One which he lost to conservative (centralist) 

MARIANO OSPINA RODRIGUEZ, the remittent of the letter. With the creation of 

Granadine Confederation, Mosquera was elected president of the Cauca State, 

a position from which he made opposition to president Ospina, whom he 

accused of disrespecting the states' autonomy.

Stamp Type XI, Route E1

 
21 February 1844

MEDELLIN to BOGOTA

Postage: 2 Reales

Stamp Type: XI, Route: E1


25 August 1856

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Showing postal marking in Black, Postage: 1 Real

Stamp Type XI, Route: S1


1 September 1856

MEDELLIN to BOGOTA -  Certified Mail, Rare

Postage: 1 1/2 Reales + Certification Fee: 4 Reales

Stamp Type XI, Route: E1


8 May 1857

MEDELLIN to BOGOTA - Certified Mail, Rare

Postage: 2 1/2 Reales + Certification Fee; 4 Reales

Stamp Type XI, Route E1


21 August 1860

MEDELLIN to RIONEGRO

Oval MEDELLIN DEBE and boxed stamp with arrival date

Stamp: Type XII, Route: S1



27 March 1857

MEDELLIN to BOGOTA Certified Mail

Postage: 2 1/2 Reales, Certification Fee: 2 Reales

Stamp Type XI , Route E1

Very Scarce




24 July 1841
CANCÁN to YOLOMBÓ 
Not stamped, Route: E2




Approx. 1849

AMALFI to REMEDIOS

Juridical Correspondence. Folded PAPEL SELLADO wrapper (Stamped Revenue Paper)

Postage paid: probably 4 Reales

Stamp Type I, Route: N1



Below, a unique collection of rare Colonial-Era

YOLOMBO FRANCA  Stamps

Type 1 Stamp. 

Aprox. 1800

YOLOMBO to ANTIOQUIA

Stamped YOLOMBO DEVE

Stamp Type II, Route:  N8, E1, W1



 
1824

YOLOMBO to MEDELLIN

Postage paid: 2 Reales

Stamp Type I, Route: E1

1802

YOLOMBO to MEDELLIN

Postage paid: 2 Reales, Early date.  Rare

Stamp Type I, Route E1

 
1810

YOLOMBO to MEDELLIN

Early date.  Rare

Stamp Type 1, Route E1

YOLOMBO   



Approx. 1834

ZARAGOZA to AMALFI

Oficial juridical correspondence sent DE OFICIO, no postal charge

with rare COLOMBIA ESTADO DE DE LA NUEVA GRANADA cancellation

Stamp Type 1, Routes N1 and N2



31 August 1854

ZARAGOZA to MEDELLIN

Official correspondence 

with rare COLOMBIA ESTADO DE LA NUEVA GRANADA cancellation

Stamp Type I, Route: N1





11 February 1826

NARE to MEDELLIN

Manuscript:  “CORREOS,” -  No Postal Charge

Stamp Type I, Route E1


27 March 1845

NARE to BOGOTA

No weight or Postage Paid Indications

Stamp Type V, Route E1



13 January 1845

NARE to BOGOTA

Showing scarce altered “Gran Colombia” stamp

Stamp Type III, Route E1



16 April 1835

NARE to MEDELLIN

Manuscript: “SERVICIO” - Official Correspondence, No Charge

Stamp Type I, Route E1



29 May 1850

NARE to RIONEGRO

Postage 1 1/2 Reales

Stamp Type V, Route E1



Approx. 1855

NARE to MEDELLIN

Juridical Official Correspondence, Postage Paid: 15 Centavos

Green  ‘NARE DE OFICIO” (Rare)

Stamp IV, Route E1



1806

JUNTAS to MEDELLIN

Juntas (unrecorded) refers to “Juntas del Nare”   a location near

Nare where mail was transfered. At this location, mail was 

transfered from a small boat which traveled up the Nare river 

from the Rio Magdalenao to beasts of burden heading to 

Marinilla and then Medellin.

 No stamp, Route E1



14 March 1840

NARE to BOGOTA

Addressed to the Secretary of State by Federalist Capitain Manuel Ortiz. 

Official Correspondence, No Postage Paid

Stamp: Type II, Route E1 



18 July 1824

BODEGA de NUZ to MEDELLIN

No stamp

Bodega de Nuz (unrecorded) was one of several locations which 

were used as a terminus for the eastern route in the vicinity of 

Nare and served to connect Antioquia to the outside world via 

the Magdalena River. Route E1





3 October 1845

RIONEGRO to BOGOTA

Postage paid: 2 Reales

Stamp: Red Type VI, Route: E1



Approx 1800

RIONEGRO to MEDELLIN

SHOWING rionegro franca STAMP. Route S1



Approx. 1850

RIONEGRO to MEDELLIN

Official Wrapper,  Juridical Correspondence, Postage paid: 7 1/2 Reales for 5 1/2 oz.

Double oval DE OFICIO handstamp in black Type V, Route: S1



Approx. 1826

RIONEGRO to MEDELLIN and returned to origin

Postage Indication: 20 Reales

Note on reverse: Unusual manuscript reading: “Paid half of the DE OFICIO rate 

as it is a matter of liberty”.  

Stamps Type III and Type VIII. Route: S1



12 May 1850

RIONEGRO to REMEDIOS

Postage: 1 1/2 Reales

Stamp Type 6, Route: S1, N1



3 April 1844

RIONEGRO to BOGOTA

Postage paid: 2 Reales

Stamp Type III, Route: E1



1840

RIONEGRO to MEDELLIN and back to RIONEGRO

with fine large oval stamp REPUB. D. COLOMBIA/MEDELLIN DEBE in red with ms. “4” 

rating alongside. Unusual

Stamps Type III and Type VIII. Route S1



1845 

RIONEGRO to BOGOTA

Red oval RIO-NEGRO FRANCA stamp, Route E1



Approx. 1845

RIONEGRO to MARINILLA

Juridical Correspondence, Sent “DE OFICIO”,  Postage: 13 Reales, Stamp Type V

Note of Authorization on Reverse (below) to Send “DE OFICIO” (Official). Route: S1



1845

from RIONEGRO to BOGOTA

Showing red oval RIO-NEGRO FRANCA Type VI stamp. Route: E1


1828

RIONEGRO to BOGOTA        

Addressed to Colonel Jose Manuel Montoya, a member of the Revolutionary

Junta that, under General Jose Maria Obando defeated the Bolivarian

(centralist) forces in1830 and declared the Republic of New Granada.

Stamp Type IV, Route E1

RIONEGRO 8

RIONEGRO 9

RIONEGRO 7

RIONEGRO 6


