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Tip 33 — Content matters more than format

Exhibitors commonly spend hours preparing their exhibit
pages. When we use a computer to prepare pages, we can
adjust the font, type size, line spacing and every other ele-
ment that contributes to making the page look exactly as we
wish. It can take quite a while.

We must not lose sight of the fact that the pages serve
to support our exhibit material. As tempting as it may be
to admire our perfect pages, we have to remember that our
pages are subordinate to our philatelic material and it is the
information that the pages convey in support of the material
displayed, rather than the appearance of the pages, that is a
major factor in an exhibit’s success.

Let’s look at Figures 1 and 2. It would be hard to imagine
two more different exhibit pages. Figure 1 shows a hand-
written exhibit page showing two covers from Barbados
with minimal descriptive information; Figure 2 is an FDC
exhibit page with detailed descriptive text that was prepared
on a computer. There doesn’t appear to be much in common
between these two exhibits.

The major thing the pages have in common? They are
both from gold-medal exhibits. They both tell a compelling
story and provide the necessary contextual and descriptive
information to make it engaging and informative. De-
spite the superficial differences in appearances, both Mike
Nethersole’s “Barbados — Pre-Stamp to End of Sterling
Currency” and Ralph Nafziger’s “Oregon Territory “exhibits
are strong exhibits that are very well done. Although many
judges suggest that exhibitors who rely upon handwritten
pages consider redoing them with a computer, these same
judges do not let presentation preferences interfere with
judging philatelic material.

What do you think? Is there a significant difference
between hand written pages and computer generate pages
from a judging perspective? Figures 3 and 4 show two more
of Mike Nethsole’s handwritten gold-medal winning exhibit
pages.

The challenge we have is how to supplement our phila-
telic material with useful information, presented succinctly,
that allows a viewer or a judge to understand the ‘how” and
‘why’ of the material without overwhelming the philatelic
material. There is a tension between telling too much and
too little. Successful exhibitors are able to find a balance.
Both exhibitors strike a balance between the philatelic mate-
rial presented and the information used to describe it. Each
is appropriate for the story they are telling. Whether the
information is handwritten or prepared on a computer is not
nearly as important.

Figure 2.
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BARBADOS

1892 & 1893 TPACKET LETTERS  rFraNKiNG: 2/%d. BLUE-QUEEN'S HEAD.

NOTE. : y.K.— B.W.I. LETTER RATE REDUCED FROM 4.d.To 2)5L. FRoM | TAN. 1891,

BACKSTAMP

DESPATCH: 10 3P 1892,
ARRIVAL ! 21 SR |a32,
PREPAIT @ 24d.

BACKSTAMP

DESPATCW ! 23 SE IB23.
ARRIVAL @ <4 oc.|823.
PREPAID @ 2%d.

Bregon Lentenal

Named in Honnx of the

2. CANCELLATIONS 2.1 Official

There were two official First Day of Issue cancellations used for this issue (machine and
hand). At one time during the first day, two machine cancel dies were misplaced, but
were later found.

All of the machine cancels were of the same type. The diameter of the circular die was
20.5 mm. The five-line killer bar lengths ranged from 49.5 mm to 58.5 mm. The killer
was 19.5 mm high. In general the longer lengths are found on first day covers with blocks
or plate blocks of four.

OREGON ods
STE TERRITORY

Oregon was organized as a territoryin 1848
under Govenor Joseph Lane of Indiana.
Oregon City was its capital. Growth and
development were encouraged by the pass- ; . g
age of the Land Donation Law in 1850. liiss Nell L. Sheehan
516 Sargeant “ireet

Hartford, Conn.

wme

The cachet on the upper FDC is that of Walter G. Crosby. Other Crosby cachets will be
described later in the exhibit. Winfred M. Grandy produced the cachet on the bottom
FDC. He began producing two-color cachets in 1934. For this issue, he used the drawing
that he had prepared for the 1936 Oregon Territory issue.




BARBADOS

REGISTERED LETTERS — SINGLE RATE & TRIPLE RATE

1BEB6  siNgLE RATE REGISTERED LETTER FRANKING: <4 4. BRoWn — GUEEN'S WEAD.
REG, FEE : 24.(BACKFLAY IRDICIUM).

BALKSTAMPS

Tip 34 — Provide clear instructions for mount-
ing exhibits in frames

I am in the midst of getting ready to mail one of my ex-
hibits to a show and am reminded of the mounting things, as
opposed to philatelic things, that we have to do in order to
make our exhibiting proceed as smoothly as possible.

DESPATCH: 22 MR.1B8E.
TRAMEIT : 4 AP, \BBE.

ARRWAL : BAP. \BRBL.

The back of each exhibit page needs to have instructions TR L et
indicating where the page is to be placed in the frame. The
only way to ensure that your pages are mounted in the order 1888 raweie TR R e D S Sadho.

you want is to provide specific instructions. Some exhibitors

print the location within the frame on the back of their pag- g REGISTERED NEENEEN
es. [ don’t care for that as I frequently change the sequence _ T LT et s pwin 1o 2 x RAREADES
and/or add and subtract pages. [ prepare a small piece of % : BrE SYARE.
paper with page placement information that I insert behind ‘_f :\.,; !
the exhibit page in the page protector. At first [ prepared a oAl A
picture as shown in Figure 5.1 to show where each page in :

s ! é 4{ DESPATCH: 1 Ju. IBRA,
each frame would go. Double pages were shown by merging / e e e
the boxes as shown in Figure 5.2. Now I omit the picture ~T BARBADOS | vagraw & - PosTASK.
and use lines of text that I prepare and cut out as shown in | PO ST
Figure 6. The show volunteers who place exhibits in frames i

do not understand our exhibits as well as we do and they do :
not have the time to study the exhibits to determine the se-
quence of pages. We have to make it as easy and as clear for BARBADOS
the volunteers to know how to mount our pages in a frame
as we possibly can.

Next month: more great exhibit pages and how to provide

1887 PACKET LETTER FRANKING: 44. e x5d.areey —QuEEN'S HEAD

. : . Figure 4.
clear instructions for large pages to be mounted in frames. &
Figure 5.1
Frame Position Within Row
1
1st 2nd 3rd 4th

Figure 6 Row 1
Framel Page 12 Row 2

Row 3 e
Framel Page 13

Row:4 X BACKSTAMP
Framel Page 14

B8
Sequential Number: 15 @:“:?4% Q?:’O
Z
Framel Page 15 Figure 5.2 LAV

F 1 P 16 Frame Position Within Row
rame age
g 1 COVER TO NOVA SCOTIA
st 2nd 3rd 4th DESPATCH: 28 AR {887 DUPLEX — SINGLE CIRCLE + BoeTHEEL (dro).
Row 1 TRANSIT : |4 MY IB87 DUPLEX— NEW YORK + PAID ALL.
ARRIVAL © NO MARKING
1 Aad. RATE: 4d.pPer 40z, FROM |\ SEPTEMBER 1881,
fawa HEEEL ' UNTIL | TANUARY 1891,
Row 3
Row 4
X

Sequential Number: 14-15
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