Tip 187 — It’s exciting when an exhibit page conveys a sense of energy

Figure 187-1 is the title page from Robert Benninghoff’s exhibit The Evolution of Sinn Fein to Become the Dominant
Political Party in Southern Ireland. The exhibit deals with the conflict between Irish political parties. Look at the very first
items on the page.

THE EVOLUTION OF SINN FEIN TO BECOME THE DOMINANT POLITICAL PARTY IN SOUTHERN IRELAND

‘The Collapse of the 1916 Easter Rebellion saw an immediate Void in the Political Landscape in Ireland. The Leadership Coalition of Trade Unionists, the Irish R ibli d, and Mi]itam ionali s h,ad b(_:en exe_cu(ed or
interned in England. Lloyd George became British Prime Minister in late 1916 and mindful of Republican Support in the USA, released most of the internces in Pecember. The mrvivr'ng_ Rebellion Lef_nfm were still imprisoned including
Eamon de Valera. These men were finally released in June 1917, and began 1o organize politically within the ranks of Sinn Fein. Sinn Fein had been little more than a loose group of social and fund raising clubs until de Valera and oll.hcrs

organized the Ard-Fheis or High Meeting in October 1917 to formulate national policies and to have candidates stand for British Parliamentary elections, In December, 1918 Sinn Fein won 73 Irish seats in the British General Election.
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Labels from 1912 with opposing views of Irish Politics. s ERIE. Pennsylvania in honor of the 191 égmgbellion and the
The Label on the right shows John Redimond, leader of the first Dail Eireann (January 1919).
Irish Home Rulej%hnﬂy, He is Largely am:‘::ltad with the The Photos were taken from the “Sinn Fein Republican
passage of the 3% Home Rufe Bill in May 1914, s N Handbook” published by the Irish Trmes in June 1916.
The feft Label is of Sir Edward Carson of Belfast, Head of the e ) De Valera was elccted Dail President in April and he left
Unionist P:m:!r. He Fuocewded in having the Bill suspended in Cover Postmerked Trisk Convestion (Trinity College) Dublin 3 14 18 to. The Irish Times Ireland to Fund Raise in the USA in June 1919.
Sept. 1914 until the fnterests of UIs!nr could be addressed after Liayd George invited all political parties to Tie Jrish Convention to create a final Political Solution. The labels are not known used or on cover and less than 30
the War. Redmond Died in March 1918 The convention sat from July 1217 to March 1918 and accomplished little because of Baycotts by complete sheets gre known
THe picel esuratioms Wk pipek Bf FOURERDE o ae ey both Sinn Fein and the Unionists. The Post Office in Trinity College was little used because the s ~
suggesting that they were made by the same printer in 1912 Delegates feared British censorship. Less Thatt 20 of these covers are knowr .

Cover from Thomastown to England with Sinn Fein Fund

Political Postcard printed in Dublin in 1919 for M.J. Farrell, Ve i i

Roscammaon to honor the first meeting of Dail Eireann in December. Cover postmarked Irish Republican Post to Paul Dunne a Sirn Fein political organizer. Raising Label. Postmarked 16 AP 1921 with an election card
Farrell was a Republican Sympathizer and Joweler who had a small general Sinn Fein setup a Postal System in 1920 to deliver election material for urban and county elections for the May elections for the new Soutlern Partiamia y

store in Roscommon founded in 1901. The Jeweiry Store is still in Operation 1 have seen less than 10 of these covers in 15 vears. Sinn Fein won 124 of 128 seats and instead met for the 2™ Dail

Figure 187-1

They are shown in detail in Figure 187-2; the juxtaposition conveys a sense of the tension between these two political
opponents. Beginning the exhibit with these two items so carefully placed clearly conveys the tension that existed
between the two leaders of the opposing political parties. Imagine how different it would look if the positions of the two
items were reversed or if the two items were elsewhere on the page. If these items were displayed on separate pages,
the sense of conflict between the pieces would be lost.

Labels from 1912 with opposing views of Irish Politics.
The Label on the right shows John Redmond, leader of the
Irish Home Rule Party. He is Largely attributed with the
passage of the 3™ Home Rule Bifl in May 1914.

The left Label is of Sir Edward Carson of Belfast, Head of the
Unionist Party. He succeeded in having the Bill suspended in
Sept. 1914 until the interests of Ulster could be addressed after
the War. Redmond Died in March 1918
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