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Cooper Flagg's journey from Maine
prodigy to NBA rookie has officially
reached its next chapter after the
Dallas Mavericks selected him with
the No. 1 overall pick in the 2025 NBA
Draft. The 6’9" forward arrives in the
league with sky-high expectations,
following a freshman season at Duke
that saw him average nearly 20
points per game, lead the Blue Devils
to the Final Four, and sweep national
awards including Consensus National
Player of the Year.

What wmakes Flagg such a unique
prospect is his versatility on both ends
of the court. At Duke, he showcased the
ability to defend multiple positions,
create offense for teammates, and
scove at all three levels. Scouts praised
his poise and basketball 10, with many
projecting him as the type of two-way
star that franchises can build around
for a decade or wmore. His 42-point
outburst  against  Notre  Dame
during conference play cemented his
reputation as a player who thrives
under pressure.

For Dallas, landing Flagg represents
a rarve opportunity. Instead of being
thrust into the role of savior on a
rebuilding team, Flagg joins a roster
with  established veterans. This
environment allows him to grow at
his own pace, while still making an
immediate impact. Team officials have
called it a “blessing” that he doesn't
need to be the sole face of the franchise
from day one, and early glimpses in
Summer League showed why: his
defensive instincts, playmaking vision,
and maturity already look NBA-ready.
ESPN ranked him inside its Top 100
Players list before he even suited up

for a regular season game, and his
Summer League performances —
including a 31-point showing before
Dallas shut him down to preserve him
for the season — further fueled the
buzz. Analysts believe his development
could be the difference in extending
Dallas’s championship window in the
post-Luka Donéi¢ eva.

Looking ahead, the Mavericks envision
Flagg as a cornerstone of their future.
His ability to defend, create, and
lead will be tested immediately, but
his maturity and all-around game
suggest he's built for the challenge. If
his transition goes smoothly, Dallas
may have secured not just the No. 1
pick, but the next superstar to define
the franchise for years to come.

What makes this pairing especially
intriguing is the Mavericks' track
recovd of developing young talent. The
organization has historically leaned
on its international scouting and
player development staff, and now all
eyes will be on how they shape Flagg's
rookie year. If Dallas manages his
minutes and responsibilities carefully,
he could be a vital contributor while
still preserving his long-term health
and growth.

In the end, Cooper Flagg represents
move than just a draft pick — he
embodies hope for Dallas fans eager
for the next great era of Mavericks
basketball. His journey from a small
town in Maine to the NBA spotlight is
already a remarkable story, but the
real test begins now into the future.

Cooper Flagg flashed his potential

in Summer League, highlighted by

a 31-point breakout game, before

the Mavericks shut him down ear-

ly to preserve him for the vegular
season.

The Dallas Mavericks arve a veter-
an-driven team with champion-
ship aspirations, now energized

by the arrival of top dvaft pick
Cooper Flagg.

The Mavericks' veteran core pro-
vides Flagg with leadervship and
stability, allowing him to grow

without the pressure of carrying

the franchise right away.
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The Dallas Mavericks enter the
2025-26 NBA season with renewed
optimism and a reenergized fanbase.
Following the arvival of No. 1 overall
pick Cooper Flagg, the team now
boasts a unique blend of established
veterans and one of the most hyped
rookies in recent memory. This year
isn't just about chasing wins—it's
about tranmsitioning into a new era
while wmaximizing the franchise's
competitive window.

At the heart of the Mavericks' season
is the American Airlines Center, one of
theleague's mosticonic venues. Known
for its state-of-the-art facilities,
electric  game-night  atmosphere,
and a passionate fanbase that turns
every home contest into a spectacle,
the arena has long been a fortress
for Dallas. This year, the excitement
is at a fever pitch. The chance to see
Flagg suit up alongside proven stars
has made tickets havder to come by,
and the AAC is expected to be one of
the loudest environments in the NBA.
From the opening introductions to
the crunch-time rallies, the energy of
the building will play a crucial role in
shaping the Mavericks' home-court
advantage.

What makes this season particularly
compelling is the balance between
youth and experience. Dallas has
assembled a veteran core that
provides stability and leadership,
ensuring that Flagg and other
younger players won't be asked to
shoulder too much responsibility too
soon. Veterans arve expected to set
the tone in practice, handle the grind
of an 82-game schedule, and guide
the team through high-pressure
situations. This mix allows Flagg to
grow into his role naturally while
learning the nuances of the NBA from
players who've been there before.

For the Mavericks, this leadership is
essential. The team has seen highs
and lows over the past few years, and
entering this season, expectations
are high but realistic. The veterans
on the roster offer more than on-
court production—they bring playoft
expevience, wmentorship, and the
ability to wmaintain composure in
close games. That kind of influence
can be the difference between a
promising season and one that falls
short of expectations. Dallas also
understands that this season is about
movre than just Flagg's development.

The Mavericks remain a veteran-
driven team with championship
aspivations, and the vroster is
structured to compete in the loaded
Western Conference. Every night
at the American Airlines Center,
fans will see a team that blends
discipline with excitement—steady
leadership from its experienced
players, combined with flashes of
brilliance from its rising star. That
combination creates both a safety
net and a ceiling that could put
Dallas in the thick of the playoff
race.

Ultimately, the Mavericks' 2025-26
season will be defined by how well
the team balances the present with
the future. If the veterans continue
to produce and mentor, and if Flagg
develops as expected, Dallas could
emerge as one of the league's most
intriguing contenders. The American
Airlines Center will be the stage for
this story, filled with roaring fans
eager to witness history unfold.
This year, the Mavericks aren't just
playing basketball—they're building
the foundation for the franchise's
next great era.



LUXURIOUSLY
CRAFTED.
CONSCIOUSLY
ENGINEERED.

THE LEXUS LS 500h

Ever since it launched the Lexus brand in 1989, the
LS has been the flagship of impeccable luxury. The
new fith generation LS 500h exends relentless
irnevabon to emvironmentally consclous engineering
with a performance-centric Multi Stage Hybrid
System. Cralted with luxury in mind and engineered
with the environment at heart




