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The Declaration of Independence

In Congress, July 4, 1776

The Unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of
America, When in the Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the
Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will
dictate that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all
experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.




And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on
the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.




The American’s Creed
By William Tyler Page

| believe in the United States of America as a government of the
people, by the people, for the people; whose just powers are
derived from the consent of the governed, a democracy in a
republic, a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect
union, one and inseparable; established upon those principles
of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity for which American

patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes.

| therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to
support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, and

to defend it against all enemies.

-Written 1917, accepted by the United States House of
Representatives on April 3, 1918.




Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

Delivered by Abraham Lincoln in Gettysburg
on November 19, 1863

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this
continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to
the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long
endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have
come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place
for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate -- we cannot
consecrate -- we cannot hallow -- this ground. The brave men,
living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far
above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little
note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be
dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought
here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be
here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from
these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause
for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we
here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain --
that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom --
and that government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.




| Have a Dream

Delivered by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the Lincoln
Memorial in Washington D.C. on Aug. 28, 1963

| say to you today, my friends. Even though we face the
difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a
dream deeply rooted in the American dream. | have a dream
that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning
of its creed: We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal.

| have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons
of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able
to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

| have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state
sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of
oppression will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and
Justice.

| have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a
nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin
but by the content of their character. | have a dream today.

| have a dream that one day down in Alabama with its vicious
racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with the words
of interposition and nullification, one day right down in Alabama
little Black boys and Black girls will be able to join hands with
little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. | have a
dream today.

| have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every
hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be




made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
together.

So let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New
Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New
York. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of
Pennsylvania. Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of
Colorado. Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of
California. But not only that, let freedom ring from Stone
Mountain of Georgia. Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain
of Tennessee. Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of
Mississippi. From every mountainside, let freedom ring.

And when this happens, and when we allow freedom ring, we
will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro
spiritual: Free at last. Free at last. Thank God almighty, we are
free at last.




