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FIRST DAYS WITH YOUR NEW FOSTER DOG

Time to Bring Your Foster Home! Let’s review what to expect when your new foster pup gets to your home. Please keep in mind that every single dog is different, and these are basic guidelines, but may not fit every dog that comes into your home.

Day One
· When you finally get your foster dog home, it’s time to keep things cool, calm and collected. Every single dog will adjust differently, but approaching every foster dog with the expectation that they need decompression time is always a good idea. 
· Try and have water (and food if feeding time) already set up for them in their secluded area (room, crate, pen, etc) so when you get them home they can go straight to their private, secluded area and start to settle away from the hustle and bustle of the home. 
· Feel free to spend time with them, but do your best to avoid quick, sudden movements. Start the first day without excitement to see how they settle in. We promise, you will have so much fun SOON, but put yourself in their shoes; sometimes they take a few days/weeks to settle in, sometimes they don’t - either way, let them decide.
· You never want to force your new foster dog into doing something. 
· Even if you’re told the dog is house-broken, crate-trained, a perfect angel, assume they are not potty trained and keep an eye on them. They don’t know where outside is yet when first arriving to your home or how to tell you they need go.
· It’s often not a bad idea to leave their leash on to drag behind them as they initially settle in, especially for scared or nervous dogs. 
· We highly recommend limiting their access to a single room or area at least for the first night and gradually increasing over a few days to a week.

Night One Over, Time for Fun Right?
Yes and No. Make sure to use the dog’s cues to determine how fast or slow you go with them. If they seem uncomfortable or reluctant to do something, take your time. Baby steps are good! 
· Always reward the good and brave behaviors. Do NOT shout or force your foster dog to do something. 
· If you have resident pets, you should rotate free time between residents and foster for the first few days as they settle in. Your resident pets may enjoy making friends right away, but every foster dog will be a new experience for all involved and you must also consider how much time the foster dog needs before meeting your resident pets.
· Introductions should be well planned, strategic, and on neutral-ground (outside) when possible. Contact [insert contact] to talk through this process or even if you’d like a volunteer as an extra set of hands, we’re always here for each other!
· Make sure your foster continues to have a “safe space” as they’re being integrated into your resident pets, so they have somewhere to go if it gets to be too much for them. Some dogs may not need this, but be sure to watch their cues when together. When feeding and giving toys or bones, do so separately, so you can observe how the dog(s) will react. 
· Do NOT leave your new foster and resident dogs together unsupervised.
·  Be sure when introducing your foster dog to resident pets that you do so gradually, over a few days or even a week or two.
· Get to know your foster dog. See what commands they know and don’t know. See what motivates them to learn new commands (ie: kibble, treats, love, toys). See how they react to different situations, starting at a distance and only going as far as they are comfortable with. Do they love to run and play, sniff and search, or just snuggle up on the couch? 
· You will get to know your foster dog well, so it’s important you get to know them and accurately reflect their needs in their profile listing when you think they’re ready for adoption. We ask that you take at least [insert timeline] to get to know your foster dog for an accurate bio/information.
· Foster dogs should be fed twice a day. Do not leave full bowls of food out all day, limit feeding time to 30 minutes, remove the food if safe to do so, then feed again at the next meal. Puppies under 6 months of age should be fed 3 times a day. Foster dogs should not have access to bones or squeaky toys when unsupervised until foster human and foster dog have gotten to know each other better. Do NOT leave your foster dog unattended outside, even inside a fence, during the first few weeks until you are 100% certain they will not climb or dig their way out of the fenced area – see Lost Dog Prevention and Procedures Flyer for fenced yard info.
· When outside in a fenced yard for the first few days to a week, or until they are solid on recall within the yard with you, a leash or long line should attached should you need it. 

Now the Not So Fun...
· Be extremely cautious around home doors and car doors. See Lost Dog Prevention/Procedures Flyer.
· Do NOT hit the dog - EVER. Most of the dogs we take into rescue are lacking in training and socialization. It is crucial that we go slow and set them up for success in new situations and while training.
· Do NOT feed [insert prohibited food/treat items].
· Do NOT use [insert prohibited training/leashing supplies].
· Do NOT allow your foster off-leash in an unfenced area
· Do NOT leave your foster dog in a car alone.
· If you’re not sure if you should do something, DON’T. Reach out for help, we’re here for you!
· Do NOT leave your foster dog tied or tethered for any extended period of time, regardless of the environment.
