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MEDICAL QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Animal Loose/Lost
DO NOT CHASE. CALL YOUR FOSTER COORDINATOR IMMEDIATELY. THINGS HAPPEN, WE GET IT. WE JUST WANT TO HELP YOU FIND THEM. Refer to Lost Dog Policies and Procedures Flyer BEFORE getting your foster dog so you can prevent your foster dog from becoming loose in the first place and know what to do if they become loose before this very preventable accident occurs.
Minor Scrape/Irritation/Limping/Itching
Lightly flush with soap and water and keep site dry. Monitor the site for a few days. You may put a “cone” on them to prevent licking. If worse or healing is stalled, contact the minor medical contact.
Coughing/Sneezing
Infrequent, simple sneezes or coughs, especially when pulling on collar/leash, may not be a sign of illness. If your foster animal presents coughing while not pulling on their collar, consistent coughing when pulling on a leash, coughing develops into a hacking-type of cough which may include the animal spitting up, or mucus from the nose, contact [insert contact].
Diarrhea
Isolated diarrhea or soft stool, especially in the first few days to one week in a new home, is possible. If your foster exhibits diarrhea or exceptionally soft stool for longer than a few days or presents with blood or small white particles in stool, contact [insert contact].
Urination Issues
Frequent trips to urinate and occasional accidents in the house are normal especially in the first few days in a new home and most especially with dogs under 6 months old. For cats that present with issues using the litter box, contact the minor medical cat contact. For dogs that continue to have issues urinating outside (despite using a crate when not supervised) or difficulty building pressure in a urine stream, contact the minor medical dog contact. For any animal with pink or red urine, indicating blood, contact [insert contact].
Vomiting/Appetite
A random, isolated vomiting incident can occur if your foster drinks or eats too quickly or eats something that does not agree with them such as wild animal stool or a piece of a toy. It is always advised to crate or keep the pet calm for 20 minutes after eating. If your animal presents with vomiting for more than 24 hours, refuses to eat or drink for more than 12 hours, or cannot keep food or water down, contact [insert contact]. Animals in a new environment may be nervous and refuse to eat regularly for a few days, if a pet is not vomiting, yet refusing to eat, monitor for a few days then contact [insert contact].
Deep Laceration/Infected or Inflamed Wound
Contact [insert contact] as soon as possible and send photos of the site.
Foreign Body Ingestion
If you suspect your foster has ingested something that is not edible or digestible, contact [insert contact] immediately. This includes items that are not edible such as toy stuffing, pieces of toys, socks, etc. and poisonous foods such as grapes, raisins, onions, cooked bones, etc. Having 3% hydrogen peroxide on hand for emergencies is advised. Do not attempt to induce vomiting without guidance. 
Difficulty Breathing/Lethargy/Fainting
Contact [insert contact] ASAP! 
Although we do not expect fosters to be CPR experts, an overview of pet CPR can be found here if you would like to view it: https://youtu.be/iaUz8-jKCys 

Seizure-Like Episodes
Contact [insert contact] ASAP! 
1. There is not much that can be done for animal experiencing a seizure in the moment. Do not transport the pet to the vet during or immediately after a seizure-like episode unless directed. 
2. Remove any other pets, children, and people in the area. Seizures can be traumatic for other pets or children to witness.
3. Seizures have a wide range of severity. The pet’s eyes may be dull and they may appear confused/unresponsive, lilting to one side, fall over, have legs slip out from under them, balance issues, walk around slowly or stare off in a daze, ranging all the way to intense seizures lasting several minutes in which the pet falls, shakes, becomes rigid, and may salivate/foam.
4. Depending on the temperament of the animal, you can attempt to stabilize them so they do not fall hard. You may use a towel or other protective guard such as a blanket or heavy jacket over your hands as protection from potential scratching, snapping, or biting.
5. If your animal has issues with handling, a history of aggression, or appears aggressive (this can happen during/after seizures with an otherwise very friendly animal as seizures are extremely scary), maintain a safe distance from the pet, even going in another room or behind a door/gate for safety. It is possible for the animal to experience additional seizures after an initial seizure event.
6. Speaking to the animal in a soothing voice can help them orient as they come back to consciousness after this scary episode. If safe, you can stabilize the animal after the episode so they don’t attempt to walk too soon.

Animal Attack
Contact [insert contact] ASAP! 
Steps for breaking up a dog fight. Jump to the needed step relative to if the attacking dog is on a leash/collar or not.
On a leash:
1. Pull UP on the leash and hold the dog up in the air until the dog lets go of the other dog and move QUICKLY out of range of the fight then let the dog back down QUICKLY onto its 4 paws.
Not on a leash:
2. Shout in a stern, deep voice. HEY!
3. Have on hand citronella spray and spray it in both animals’ faces. https://www.amazon.com/PetSafe-SprayShield-Deterrent-Citronella-Yourself/dp/B00MIP6X06?th=1
4. Push/hold an object such as a chair/garbage can/etc between the animals. Swing/threaten the offending animal with the object until they retreat or you can get you/other animal to safety.
5. Pour bucket of water on both animals especially in noses.
6. Loop a leash around the neck and pull the clip end through the loop handle end to create a slip lead. Follow Step 1.  
7. If dogs are locked on to each other, do not pull apart – pulling locked dogs apart will create more physical damage. Grab the offending dog’s collar and twist to tighten the collar. Continue to twist the collar tighter until the gripping dog lets go. Unfortunately, the dog may appear unable to breath during this life saving effort.
Following a dog fight, put animals in separate crates/rooms/secured areas. Assess injuries. Call both foster coordinators. If animal is bleeding profusely, losing consciousness, or unresponsive, take the animal to an emergency veterinarian immediately.

Hit By Car
Contact [insert contact] ASAP!
1. Attempt to move animal out of traffic if safe.
2. Animals in pain may be aggressive. You may need to drag the animal by a slip lead or martingale collar/leash to safety or onto a blanket to pull them to safety in order to move them.
3. If you are able, get the dog inside your home or car and keep them safely contained.
4. Assess injuries. If the pet seems relatively ok, contact [insert contact] immediately!
5. If animal is bleeding profusely, losing consciousness, or unresponsive, take the animal to an emergency veterinarian immediately.

All foster homes should be aware of the location and directions to the nearest 24/7 emergency veterinarian prior to obtaining their first foster animal and have this information handy at all times. Unapproved expenses for life threatening medical care will be covered by the organization, all other medical expenses must be approved prior to bringing the animal to the veterinarian.
Nearest 24/7 Emergency Vet (if printed):
Office Name: ______________________________ Address: _____________________________________________ Phone: ________________

Foster Contact: Name: _____________________________ Phone: __________________________
Additional Contact: Name: _____________________________ Phone: __________________________

Minor Cat Medical Contact: Name: _____________________________ Phone: __________________________
Minor Dog Medical Contact: Name: _____________________________ Phone: __________________________

Major Medical Contacts: 
1. Major Medical Contact: Name: _____________________________ Phone: _________________________
2. Additional Major Medical Contact: Name: _____________________________ Phone: __________________________
3. Rescue President Phone: ________________________
4. Text/Email the Board if no responses within 10 minutes: [insert text/email contact] Subject: Urgent 911

All other medical concerns – contact your foster contact.
