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Chapter 3  

Quadratic Equations and Complex Numbers 

 

Section 3-3 

Completing the Square 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read       as “plus or minus square root of a.”  

Reading Math 



 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If a quadratic expression of the form x2 + bx cannot model 

a square, you can add a term to form a perfect square 

trinomial. This is called completing the square. 

You can complete the square to solve quadratic 
equations. 

To Complete the Square a=1 (a must be equal to 
one).  

IMPORTANAT! 
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