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HARBOR SEALS PUGET SOUND




»To restore, preserve, and protec

natural and historical resources.

» Provide assistance and support for the /

park staff.

FORT FLAGLER



Washington

Department of
FISH AND » Join Rat Island Project: CERVIS private registration code link

\—ﬁj 'S TR RS hitps://cerv.is/0052gPBBPcr

-
»Sign up Schedule:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/1 OCO?44AFA922§

5-caspian

» All Information Available at https://friendsofforiflagler.org/

under Resources


https://www.cervistech.com/acts/console.php?console_id=0052&console_type=application
https://www.cervistech.com/acts/console.php?console_id=0052&console_type=application
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0944AFA922AAF4C25-caspian
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0944AFA922AAF4C25-caspian
https://friendsoffortflagler.org/
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FRONT FLIPPERS<?



BACK FLIPPERS?
SOCIAL OR SOLITARY®
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Harbor Seals are Marine Mammals.
What makes them a mammale







Pups — 30 — 36 Inches and 20 — 24 |bs.

Mom — 3.9-5.6 ft. and 225 Ib.

Dad - 4.6-6.6 f1. and 275 |b.
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* Fish - Herring
e Squid

« Shell Fish

e Salmone









1950’s
« Today, population is stable
« Tomorrow, Global Warminge
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 The United States passed the Marine

Mammal Protection Act of 1972
 People may no
capture, collect, or kill any marine
mammal or part of a marine mammal.

Al U

 Whales, dolphins, and porpoises, seals and
sea lions, manatees, sea ofters, and polar
bears within USA.






Puget Sounc 0 54 degrees
 How do Seadls stay warme

« Harbor seals have thick, short hair and has denser under hairs.
Each guard hair has three to six under hair fibers.

« The density of a harbor seal's hair increases with age.

« Glands in the skin secrete oil which helps waterproof the hair.

« BUT hair provides no insulation for the harbor seal.

* Harbor seals have blubber that keeps
them warm.



Harbor Seals can dive 650 feet

When diving, blood is
shunted away from tissues
that are tolerant of low

oxygen levels to the heart,
ngs, and brain, where
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June — October

-~ On Beaches
- Mom leaves pups to feed



Pups double weight in four (4)
weeks — 40-48 pounds

Noise — Maaaad
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Only 50% of harbor se
Among the many factors that can contribute to seal pup dec
are abandonment, starvation, disease, premature birth, birth

defects and human intervention.
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» People take pups home
* People move pups
* People feed pups
* Deboris

* Boat fraffic

\_/




Seals seen on land are not necessarily stranded or in need of help. Seals
are semi-aquatic, meaning they spend part of their lives on land and part
in the water. Seals “haul out” on land to rest, thermoregulate, molt

al shedding of fur), and give birth. However, there are cases where
ed and may be in immediate danger or in




Yes, most species of seal spend time alone—even young seals. Some sedl
speaes leave their newborn pups on the beach while they forage at seaq,
O it IS Important to leave them alone so the mothers can come back to
er, seal pups spend a relatively short time with their

are weaned and independent.




Usually not. While seals are agile in the water, they look very awkward moving around
on land. Seals, as opposed to sea lions, can only flop along on their bellies when on

land. They do not have the ability to rotate their rear flippers forward to walk on them
an. They also have very short front flippers that cannot support their
instead used to dig into the sand to help them
an travel long distances




No, seals do not need to always be wet. Being semi-aquatic, they regularly haul out
n land, sometimes for days at a time. They often leave the water to take a break from
0 in the sun.




Definitely not. Seals should never be offered food of any
kind. Not only is it illegal to do so, but such actions could be

harmful to the seal and to you.




No, seals are opportunistic feeders and often go days without
feeding. They also have energy stores in their thick blubber

layer that allows them to go extended periods of time without
aating. When they do get hungry, they eat a variety of fish,




Shivering can be a stress response and often occurs when
people are too close. If you observe a seal shivering, there is a
good chance you are standing too close.

Intain a distance of 150




 When the stranding networ
of a live seal, trained volunteers will be sent to
observe the seal’s behavior and assess its
health from a distance so as not to
unnecessarily distur the seal. This helps
responders determine whether a seal is In
of infervention and is, In fact, stranded.




park ranger

« Call NOAA 360-385-5582 EXT 103
* Region Stranding Hoftline: 1-866-767-6114

* NOAA-NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC ASSOCIATION




e Rat Islanc
e OW Tide

 Any Time Of Day
 Any Weather




THANK YOU FOR
COMING!
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