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Annual
Meeting

Our next Annual
Membership Meeting
will be held on Saturday,
October 28th, 2006 from
10am — Noon in the
Parish Hall at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church on
Pope Avenue, Please
plan to attend this
meeting.

We will have invited §

ﬁguest speakers from
Jalmetto Electrie
Cooperative to discuss
the undergrounding of
our utility lines. A
representative from the
Town of Hilton Head
Island will update us on
the choming roadway
resurfacing projects and
take any questions as well
as a representative from
the Sheriff’s Office to
uFdatc us on the safety
of our community.

These presentations
are all in addition to our
regular agenda which will
review the activities of
our Association over the
ast year, a presentation
of our year-end financial
report, nlpdnl(: on our
ongoing legal affairs,
elections of the 2007
Board of Directors and a
question and answer
session with your current
Board Members.

Please plan on
attending this important
meeting.

Its Never Too Late!

Your 2006 Dues payments can still be made. If you have not already sent in your check, please do
so today. Your dues sugporl your organizations’ efforts in maintaining property values through covenant
enforcement actions, education, architectural review and community involvement. The 2006 Dues Schedule
is as follows:

Residence (Primary, Secondary or Rental) $80 each
Business $80 each
Vacant Land $40 each lot
Timeshare Developments $40 per unit

Hotel / Motel / Inn $10 per room
Our dues remain the lowest on Hilton Head Island, and our community continues to be among the
most active. We need your support, so please send in your dues today!
Payments should be sent to:
Forest Beach Owners’ Associations, Inc.
P O Box 6442
Hilton Head Island, SC 29938-6442

What We Do For You

We are frequently asked, “What Does the Association Do for Me?” The answer to this question can
be very lengthy and complex, depending on your point of view. However, we will try to p:'nvit‘]c you some
benefit information of Association Membership here.

The Forest Beach Owners” Association, Inc. is the recognized community organization to which the
Town of Hilton Head Island looks for input on civic projects. When there is a need for feedback on
pmp{)sed puhlic projects, your Association is among the first contacted.

We provide covenant enforcement for all of the Forest Beach subdivisions, We will investigate any
alleged violations and determine the appropriate course of action. '

We inspect and document, then refer, all LMO violations to the Town.

We work closely with our County and State officials, along with the Town on matters concerning our
roadways and public safety.

We work with the Sheriff’s Office on matters relating to public safety and crime in our area.

We administer the Architectural Review process to ensure compliance with our covenants. This
includes the initial review, site inspections and completion approvals. This process also helps ensure that
our projects are completed in accordance with the LMO Gni:llclines specific to Forest Beach.

We review all new commercial signs and businesses as required by our covenants.

We act as a clearing house for all questions from our membership. We are presented with a unique
variety of problems, from who fixes street signs, to how do we get the grass trimmed along side the road.

Where appropriate, your Association will also undertake legal action to protect your investment by
cnsuring that :'|I YErsons (:()m]}ly with our covenants.

The Town ol Hilton Head Tsland is a limited service government by design, and your Association is
here to pick up where they leave off. Without your membership and support, our efforts will be limited.

Suggestions? Questions?

In preparing our Newsletters, we try to cover topics of interest to all property owners in the Forest
Beach community, and on occasion, topics of Island wide interest. Many of you have provided positive
feedback on the informational value Gl'lmlr Newsletters. We recognize, however, that there is always room
for improvement. Our Newsletters are designed to keep you up-to-date on the activities of your Association
and present topics of community interest. We always welcome suggestions for topics that you would like
to see covered or questions you would like for us to answer. Don't be shy — send them in to us so we can
include them in future issues. You can mail, fax, email or telephone us. Let us here from YOU!




Open Burning of Yard Debris

The Town of Hilton Head Island has requested that we help inform our
members of the rules and regulations regarding several major pmﬁicms that they
have had to deal with over the course UF the last year. The first of which is the
open burning of yard debris. The applicable Town ordinance covering this act
is as follows:

Chapter 7 OPEN BURNING

Sec. 9-7-10. Definitions.

a) ?'pplicants(s)‘ Person(s) seeking an open burning or recreational fire permit.

b) Commercial burn. Burning performed for the purpose of commercial profit,

land clearing, and all other burning not classified as residential burning or

recreational fire.

Fire chief. The individual in charge of the town fire and rescue division,

who directly reports to the town manager. For the purpose of this chapter,

the fire chief may designate a member of the fire and rescue division as his

designee.

Fire-extinguishing equipment. A garden hose connected to a water supply

or other approved (by the fire chie[.n equipment.

Natural vegetation. Grass, pine straw, pine cones, six caliper inch limbs,

branches, leaves and similar items grown on the property of the designated

burn location,

()  Open burning. Burning natural vegetation, outdoors, not contained within
an incinerator, outdoor fireplace, barbecue grill, or barbecue pit with a total
fuel area equal to or less than three feet in (ﬁameter and two feet in height.

(2) Permit. Alegal document issued by the fire chief on behalfl of the town
ranting temporary permission to conduct open burning or recreational
ires.

(h)  Person. Any individual or group of two or more persons granted a permit

allowing opén burning or a recreational fire.

(i)  Recreational fire. A fire contained within a pit, barrel, or other non-
combustible enclosure for the purpose of pleasure, religious, ceremonial,
or other similar purposes.

(i) Residential burn. Open burning performed with the approval of the fire
chief at the site of a one or two family dwelling unit for the purpose of
dispesing of natural vegetation generated at that location.

Ek) Rubbish. All waste material not defined as natural vegetation.

Ord. No. 99-18, § 1, 6-15-99)

Sec. 9-7-20. Permit not required.

A permit is not required for outdoor fixed and portable barbecues located
at public parks and residential properties. Also exempted are approved outdoor
fireplaces, food smoking units, and outdoor cooking stoves.

(Ord. No. 99-18, § 1, 6-15-99)

Sec. 9-7-30. Permit required.
(a) Applicant(s) are required to obtain an open burning permit from the fire
chief.

(1) Open burning may occur on the date listed on the permit between the
hours of 9:00 a.m_ and 6:00 p.m. or sunset, whichever occurs first. All
open burning fires shall be tully extinguished by 6:00 p.m. or sunset,
whichever occurs first,

Open burning permits may be issued for the first Sunday through
Saturday and the third Sunday through Saturday of each month. The
fire chiéf shall have the diserétion to adjust this schedule in response
to drought conditions.
Open burning permits may be applied for any day of the week at any
town fire station between I.ﬁe hours of 8:00 a.m. arid 5:00 p.m. No more
than one permit shall be issued at a time to a property address. Any
person, who obtains an open burning permit prior to the actual burn
day, shall call the fire and rescue diviston's automated burning permit
tel)é hone line on the day they intend to burn to determine if burning
is al‘lowed on that day.
Appl{icant(s} are required to obtain a recreational fire permit from the fire
chief.
(1) Recreational fire permits are valid for the day ol"buminE between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and Midnight. All recreational fires shall be fully
extinguished by midnight.
Recreational fire permits may be applied for any day of the week at
any town fire station between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 ({).m. No
more than one permit will be issued at a time to a property address.
Any person, who obtains a recreational fire permit prior to the actual
fire (Elay, shall call the fire and rescue division's automated burning

(2)

(2)

[n:rmit telephone line on the day he intends to bum to determine if

yurning is allowed on that day.

(c) The fire chief shall be allowed accéss to inspect the property relevant to any
open burning or recreational fire permit issued. The fire chief is authorized
to revoke a permit for any open burning or recreational fire that is determined
to be a public safety or health hazard.

(d) O]pcn burning and recreational fire restrictions.

(1) The persmu)urﬂmuing the open burning or recreational fire shall have
an approved permit in his possession at the site.
(2) Attendance by a compcten[ adult who is capable of controlling the fire,
taking emergency action, and calling for assistance is required at the
site at all times,
The person performing the open burning or recreational fire shall
maintain a garden hose connected to a water su ply where water is
available. If water is not available, then on-site [Fre extinguishin
equipment shall be on-hand to control and extinguish the burn/tire.
Open burning and recreational fires are restricted to burning natural
vegetation, Commerciallly prepared fireplace logs, and charcoal, but
does not include rubbish.
Open burning shall not be conducted within 50 feet of any structure
or stored combustible material cxce?t that burning shall be allowed if
in an approved waste burner located greater than 15 feet from any
structure or combustible material,

No open burning permit shall be issued for a total pile fuel area greater than
three feet in diameter and two feet in height. Only one total pile fuel area may
burn at a time.

(Ord. No. 99-18, § 1, 6-15-99)

Complaints related to burning have been unattended bumn piles, piles too
large under the ordinance, burn piles too close to structures and burn piles not
located on the owners’ property, along with failure to obtain the proper burn
permit.

(3)

(5)

Golf Carts in the Community

Your Association, along with the Town, receive numerous complaints each
year ro%arding the operation of golf carts in the neighborhood. Here are the
applicable ordinance sections regarding golf carts and pathway usage:

SECTION 56-3-115. Golf carts; permit to operate on highways and streets. [SC
ST SEC 56-3-115]

The owner of a vehicle commonly known as a golf cart, if he has a valid
driver's license, may obtain a permit from the Department of Motor Vehicles
upon the payment of a fee of five dollars and proof of financial responsibility
which permits his agent, employees, or him to:

(Il)) operate the goif cart on a secondary hilghwa\,’ or street within two miles
of his residence or place of business during daylight hours only; and

(2) cross a primary highway or street while traveling along a secundary
highway or street within two miles of his residence or place of business during
daylight hours only.

ARTICLE 5. PATHWAYS
Sec. 12-1-511. Motor vehicles prohibited on pathways.

Any publicly owned pathway or lane designed for pedestrians or bicycles

shall not{)e traversed or utilized in any way by any of the following:

(1) Cars, trucks, tractors, or any other motorized vehicles, with the exception

of emergency vehicles, authorized maintenance vehicles, or electric-powered

wheelchairs for the handicapped.

Motorcycles, motor-assisted bicycles such as mopeds, motorscooters, golf

carts, lawn mowers, all-terrain vehicles, go-carts, or any other similar, small

motorized vehicles.

(3) Horses or any other large animals, except for small pets such as dogs and
cats on a leash. .

4) Surreys and other t};)es of carriages.

Ord. No. 90-25, § 1. 9-17:90)

2)

The two major problems most frequently re orted are golf carts on the
pathway and golf carts being o[Jierated by minors. Golf carts (as well as any other

motorized means of transportation, except those designed for use by the disabled)
are prohibited on the Island pathways. And, as noted in the ordinance, the
operator must have a valid driver’s license and the %olf cart must be permitted
for street use by the South Carolina Department o

Motor Vehicles.




On Street Vehicle Parking

.

Vany years ago, the Town designated the entire Forest Beach (North,
Southand Central) community a No i"urking district. This designation means
that 50 vehicle may be purked'(m the street or within a street buffer or right-
si-way at any time (there are some exceptions along a portion of North Forest
Beach Drive adjacent to Coligny Plaza and the Sea Crest and along Lagoon
Road adjacent to Coligny P]{l;‘.ﬂf. In order for a person to legally park their
vehicle on the street in Forest Beach they must obtain a permit from the Town.
Once this permit is affixed to their vehicle, it will allow them to park on the
street in front of their own residence without being considered in violation of
the No Parking District ordinance. Note, however, that these parking permits
are restricted to the owners of the property and apply to vchic}es only. Boats
and trailers, for example, may never be parked on the street.

In addition, parking on the street is not permitted, even with a permit, if
it impairs the use of the roadway. Emergency vehicles must be able to pass
down the street at all times and, if by parking a vehicle on the street the road
becomes impassable to emergency \'elliclcs, yarking is prohibited.

Here is the applicable ordiniance regarding parking on Hilton Head:

ARTICLE 2. PARKING RESTRICTIONS

Sec. 12-3-211. Parking in violation of town signs.

(a) When signs are erected giving notice of no parking or other parking
restrictions, no person shall park his vehicle at any time upon any of the
vehicular ways or portions thereof so designated.

(b) When time fimils are designated on signs, no person shall park a vehicle
upon a vehicular way or portion thereol between the hours so designated
on any day, or for longer than the period and between the hours so designated.

(¢) When yellow lines or markings are painted, or otherwise affixed to the
curbs, or appear upon any vehicular way or portion of same, giving notice
thereof, no person shall park at any time upon any of the vehicular ways or
yortions thereof so designated.

(Ord. No. 90-12, § 1, 5.7.90

Sec. 12-3-212. Responsibility of vehicle owner for violations.

No person shall allow, permit or suffer any vehicle registered in his name,
or which he has leased or rented from another person, to park in any street in
the town in violation of any of the ordinances oft]his town regulating the parking
of vehicles.

(Ord. No. 90-12, § 1, 5-7-90)

In addition, p:trkiﬁg in the buffer areas of a property is not allowed, except
pnrkin[g within the buffer area on a permitted driveway is allowed.

This final section of Town Code references several different types of violations
which we have covered before in our Newsletters. Along with the applicable
restriction on buffer usage, note that there are restrictions on signage, land usage

in violation of it’s p]attea use and non-permitted construction.

Sec. 16-8-102. Violations

Any of the following shall be a violation of this Title:

A.” To use or attempt to use land or a building in any way not consistent with
the requirements of this Title; ’

B. To erect or attempt to erect a building or other structure in any way not
consistent with the requirements of this Title; ’

C. To engage or attempt to engage in the development or subdivision of land
in any way not consistent with the requirements of this Title;

D. To transfer title to any lots or parts of a development unless the land
development plan or subdivision has received all approvals required under
this Title and an approved plan or plat, if requircdl,) Eas been Aled in the
appropriate County office;

7. To submit for recording with a County office any subdivision plat or other
land development plan that has not been approved in accordance with the
requirements of this Title;

F. To install or use a sign in any way not consistent with the requirements of
this Title;

G. To {myf; se in the use of a building or land, the use or installation of a sign,

the subdivision or development of land or any other activity requiring one

or more approvals or permits under this Title without obtaining all such
required approvals or permits
H. Toengage in the use of a building or land, the use or installation of a sign,

the subdivision or development of land or any other activity requiring one
or more approvals or permits under this Title in any way inconsistent with
any such approval or permit and any conditions imposed;
I Touse land for any purpose other than as specifically identified on an
approved site development lan (e.g. using designated open space, ll:lrking
r

spaces or walkways for display or storage; lp:lrking in open space or bufler

areas) or as otherwise required by this Title;

J.  Toviolate the terms of any ap yroval or Hn:rmil granted under this Title or
any condition imposed on such approval or permit;

K. To obscure or obstruct any notice required to be posted or otherwise given
under this Title;

L. Toviolate any lawful order issued by any person or entity under this Title;
To continue any violation as defined above, with each day of continued
violation to be considered a separate violation for purposes of computing
cumulative civil or criminal penalties.

Debris on Lots
and Around Houses

We continue to receive complaints regarding the accumulation of piles of
yard debris on properties throughout the Forest Beach area, along with cluttered
and unkempt properties. Whii:: these conditions, if left unattended, are a
violation of our covenants, they also are a violation of Town Code. The Town
has again requested that we remind everyone in the community of the ap licable
ordinance involved. We have copied it gr you from the Municipal Code Section
of the Town's Web Site, and here it is:

Sec. 9-1-112. Unsanitary, unsightly and unsafe conditions.
(a)  All premises within the town, whether vacant, improved or occupied, shall
at aﬁ times be kept in a sanitary condition. All trash, garbage, debris and
building materials, dead animals, junk, scrap, animal excretions, or other
similar materials not contained or otherwise properly stored are hereby
deemed unsanitary and declared to be a nuisance. The occupant or lessee
of any premises and/or the owner, his agent, representative or emplovee
having control of any vacant premises within the town, who shall permit
or tolorate the existence of any of the conditions condemned in this section,
upon conviction, shall be guift 7 of a misdemeanor.
l]zslmll be the duty of any owner and any lessee, occupant, agent or
representative of the owner of any lot or parcel of lamFla remove all
garbage, dead animals, animal excretions, trash and other debris and building
materials, junk, scrap or other similar materials, as often as may be necessary
to prevent the devcllnpmem of any of the conditions prohibited in this
section.
(Ord. No. 84-3, 2-6-84)

ec. 9-1-113. Conditions affording food or harborage for rats.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to place, leave, dump or permit to
accumulate any garlmﬁc. rubbish or trash in any building, vehicle and their
surrounding areas in the town so that the same shall or may afford food
or harborage for rats. Any violation of this subsection shall constitute a
nuisance.

(b) It shall be unlawful and constitute a nuisance for any person to permit to
accumulate on any premises, improved or vacant, or on any open lots or
streets in the town, any lumber, boxes, barrels, bricks, stones or similar
materials and permit chm to remain thereon unless the same shall be
placed on open racks that are elevated not less than eighteen (18) inches
above the ground and evenly piled or stacked, so that these materials will
not afford harborage for rats or violate any other provisions of this chapter.

(Ord. No. 84-3, 2-6-84)

The code section further states the abatement and right to enter parts of
the code.

Don't fall victim to a municipal code or covenant violation. Rake up the
debris and haul it away, or call the fire department for a burning permit.
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ADOPT A SPOT

You have heard of the “Adopt-a-Highway” program. Well, that is hard to do in
Forest Beach, but the solution to pollution might be an “Adopt-a-Spot” program. Are
you interested? ]

If so, maybe you would like to clean up the trash on your street. Maybe your
neighbor wants to join you. Maybe, if your street is already adopted, you migfll want
to tackle the trash on Lagoon Road, or North or South Forest Beach Drive—or nmybc
just a portion of it. If you are interested in participating in this effort to make our little
corner of the world a prettier place to live, just let us know at the Association. We will
be mapping out those spots chosen by rcsi&cnts, and we will find a place Tor you too.
With any luck we might get every spot adopted. Call your Association Office at (843)
785-5565 or email us at FBASSN@AOL.COM to sign up. We will print a listing of
those members who have volunteered for this noble project in an upcoming newsletter.

REALISM in the
Real Estate Market

By: Eleanor Lightsey Okey, EVP, Hilton Head Area Association of Realtors

Following are excerpts from Okey’s article, published recently in local print media.
As Vice President of the Forest Beach Owners” Assocaition, she has adapted it to the
Forest Beach area.

Are you a Forest Beach home owner, hoping to sell your house but refusing to
reduce your listed price? Are you seeing your neighbor’s home sell instead of yours?
There are buyers, lurking in our marketplace, waiting for the right time to buy their
dream home. Smart sellers are pricing t[hcir properties below comparable homes in
order to attract those buyers. That is Economics 101 (supply and (Eemand). What we
have now in Forest Beach, as in most of this area, is a rca[l)lilil}e lesson in economics, as
it relates to real estate—when there is a large supply and not enough demand. In order
to achieve equilibrium, prices have to fall. Sellers must get real!

Smart buyers will not buy overpriced properties, and their Realtors will not let
them. If you are a homeowner who thinks you can put your house on the market and
enjoy the bidding wars that were prevalent about a year ago, you need to change your
strategy and be more realistic. If your Realtor suggests reducing the price of your
listing so that you can attract more prospects, consider that option. llcﬁtors understand
that the market determines prices—not individuals. The market is real—you and 1
are too subjective.

Your I{caltor is the expert—why not listen to his/her advice? How much reduction
in price you need to make may depend on how badly flou need to sell. Again, basic
economics dictates that if you'are 1n a big hurry to sell or if there are several houses
similar to yours on the market, the greater the need to lower the price—and lower it
alot. Your Realtor will help you with this and all the other marketing strategies you
need to employ in this market. ]

And if you're thinking about listing your home now, with so many competing
homes for sale, do not choose the Realtor who will list it at the highest price. Find an
agent who is realistic--one who can explain just where the price point should be in
order to attract those lurking buyers. If your home has been on l[hc market for a long
time, consider taking it off until the sales pace picks up. The pace will pick up because
real estate markets, as most markets, are cyclical. Forest Beach is where buyers will
always be looking to buy.

Dumping on Right
of Way and Town
Propert

With increasing frequency, piles of yard debris
are being dumped on street rights-of-ways in our
neighborhood and on vacant lots in the community,
This act is illegal! All lots in Forest Beach are owned
by someone, and when an individual enters upon
that land to leave their vard debris they have
committed trespass and violated the Town’s litter
ordinance. Similarly, when depositing yard debris
along the side of the road or within the road buffers
the same laws are being broken. These selfish acts
cost the lot owners or the Town countless dollars to
have the debris removed. Ultimately, in the case of
the Town’s clean-up efforts, it costs us all as our tax
dollars are being spent needlessly to clean up the
trash left by some uncaring individual.

Both the Association and the Town are actively
working to identify the individuals who are breaking
these laws. We are seeking your assistance in this
regard. If you have any ink}rmutiun regarding these
activities please contact the Association office at
(843) 785-5565 or Connie Pratt, Code Enforcement
Officer, Town of Hilton Head Island at (843) 341-
4642.

Stay Up to Date
by Email

The Associalion has an email system to notify
our members of important happenings within the
organization and the community. We send notices
of upcoming Board Meetings, the minutes of those
meetings, and important announcements concerning
the Forest Beach Community. This email list is
optional, so you must sign up for it as we will not
aHd your email address automatically.

“To become a member of this group, you must
request membership by sending a blank email to:
forestbeach-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Once you
join you will begin to receive more timely information

rom us. Please note that only the Association can
ost messages to this group, so you WILL NOT be
ombarded with SPAM or unrelated
communications.



