
 

Every Sunday, during worship, our 
liturgy contains 17 to 22 different and 
distinct items. This is part of our 
worship identity, knowing that not 
every person will be moved by every 
part of worship. Each item is offered for 
a unique purpose. Some items are 
essential in the “Shape of the Rite” 
(liturgy), and others can be added or 
subtracted in accord with the identity of 
the community. However, each item, 
either essential or not, is created for an 
intended purpose. This includes the 
Greeting of Peace.  
 
Many churches opt-out of the Greeting 
of Peace altogether, as a time-saver, or 
use it as an interlude during 
worship. Neither one of those choices 
are theologically sound, for the Greeting 
of Peace has a specific purpose in the 
“Shape of the Rite.” It is essential to have 
a deeper understanding of this portion 
of the worship service. 
 
To gain a deeper understanding of the 
importance of the Greeting of Peace, we 
must understand the deeper meaning of 
the Eucharist itself. Eucharist, the Meal 
of Thanksgiving, is the place where God 
comes down and touches each sinful 
being, filling them with the holy body 
and blood of Christ. This comes after 
our sins have been forgiven, the Word 
has been spoken, the sermon preached, 

the hymns sung, the statement of faith 
given, and the prayers offered.  
 
The entire worship service leads up to 
the beautiful and powerful moment with 
Jesus. A moment that should be 
approached with a joy-filled heart and 
love towards our brothers and 
sisters. We should not be coming to the 
altar with enmity in our hearts towards 
other members of the fellowship. This is 
especially true if we are in direct 
conflict with them, hence the Greeting 
of Peace. 
 
The Greeting of Peace is the time in the 
worship service when we, as a 
community, take the chance to allow for 
the restoration of relationships. This 
time enables us to seek out those in the 
fellowship that you may have enmity or 
conflict with and offer peace. This is not 
an “it does not matter anymore” 
statement, but rather a “we are at peace 
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From Pastor Thompson  

in here” statement. We should be 
seeking to be at peace with each other 
in the presence of the God who 
forgave more than we could ever 
imagine. Looking beyond issues, 
words, actions, to see in each other 
the divine spark, as God looks past 
our actions, words, and sins to see the 
beloved child in us.   
 
This is more than just a good thing to 
do, it is vital for our salvation. Jesus 
tells us, “...if you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against 
you...first be reconciled to your 

brother or sister...” (Matthew 5:23-
24) Martin Luther goes further, to 
say, “if you come to the table with 
anger in your heart for another 
member, you are eating to your own 
damnation.” We certainly don’t want 
to eat to our own damnation, so we 
seek out those places to make peace, 
and the church offers that 
opportunity. 
 
Yes, this time can be chaotic and take 
a few extra minutes. Yet if one person 
seeks out another and offers peace, so 
as to not eat to their own damnation, 

then the community, as a whole, 
should celebrate that 
opportunity. The next time you have 
the chance to offer peace to another, 
remember it is more than just a 
chance to say hi. It is a holy moment, 
that may change someone’s life, just 
like the Eucharist itself. 
 
God’s Blessings, 

Pastor Muse 

Continued from page 1. 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
(Luke 12:34) 

 
Jesus says something important in this short sentence.  It is a 
reminder that our priorities are the things that get our 
energy and attention.   What are your priorities?  I ask you 
to think about this deeply.  Not what do you want to do, but 
to what you actually spend your time, energy, and resources 
doing? 
 
In a World Economic Forum article, there is a list of the average 
number of hours worked in each country. (1)  The statistics 
include full, part, and seasonally employed persons, divided 
by the number of persons in the workforce. It is interesting 
to read that the United States does not top the list.  We are 
number 11 on the list (2018 data). 
 
Is being near the top of the list a good or bad sign?  If we ask 
the questions, “Where is our heart?” “What are our 
priorities?”  Having extended work hours can be a clue.  If 
we spend (on average) 34.35 hours a week working, what 
are we doing with our remaining time?  I acknowledge that 
35 hours is barely full-time employment in our country. 
 
Take some time to look at yours, your children’s, and 

grandchildren’s schedules?  How are we prioritizing, 
treasuring our time?  Are we fill in it with lots of things?  
Are we making time for God and faith formation?  Are we 
giving our time to improving our community or the world? 
 
Jesus continues later in Luke saying, “From everyone to 
whom much has been given, much will be required; and 
from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more 
will be demanded.” (Luke 12:48)  Jesus places into our care 
the use of our time.  God gives us free-will to use it as we 
desire.  But we are also held accountable for that time by 
God.  When we seek to align our will to God’s will, our 
time becomes more fruitful and life-giving for us and others. 
 
Treat your time with respect.  Align the use of your time 
with the priorities of God.  You will be amazed at how God 
will give you the time you need and provide in even great 
ways. 
 

Peace, Pastor Diana Thompson 

 
 

(1) https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/03/where-people-work-

longest-and-shortest-hours/ 

Where do you give your time? 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/03/where-people-work-longest-and-shortest-hours/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/03/where-people-work-longest-and-shortest-hours/
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Christian education 
Planted in Good Soil, to Grow for God!     

Greetings to All!  
 
Hope everyone is enjoying the start of the fall season! We 
are starting Sunday school and would love for you to join us! 
Our teachers have fantastic lessons they would love for you 
to take part in! Our Sunday school class takes are 9:45am to 
10:45am. Our theme for this year is Planted in Good Soil, to 
Grow for God!     
 
During our Kid’s Church, the children discuss God’s 
message of the day, take part in crafts and games, and 
building relationships with friends!! Kid’s Church starts after 
the children’s time and ends before sharing of peace. 
Students, preschool through 5th grade, are welcome to join 
us for Kid’s Church. As a reminder, Kid’s Church will take 
place during both services. The only exceptions will be the 
first Sunday of each month and when the Children’s choir 
sings. 
 
We look forward to seeing you!!  

 As we will be heading into the Christmas season, in a few 
short months, we will be planning a fun family event! Watch 
for more information. I welcome your ideas/suggestions!  
                                

With Gods Love, Brianne Black 
 

Dear St. Paul’s  

Thank you for the generous scholarship you gave me. It 
means a lot to me, and my parents that you have 
invested in my future as I head to the University of 
Akron. Again, thank you. 

Sincerely, Jacob Craig Thank you to St. Paul's 

Scholarship Committee  

I am sincerely honored to have been selected as a 
recipient of the Klusch Memorial Scholarship. Your 
generous support is helping me to fulfil a lifelong dream 
of going to college. Presently, I am attending IT 
training for 12 weeks during the summer, and have 
been selected to continue an intensive IT training 
program thereafter. Because of your scholarship, it has 
enabled my decision to attend Malone University. I 
really wanted to attend a Christian Based college; but I 
had to be very mindful of the expense. With the grants, 
loans, scholarships, it had made it an easy choice to 
accept admission to Malone University.  
 
Thank you again for your thoughtful and generous gift. 

Brandon Hunt 

Dear St Paul’s  

Thank you for the many cards and prayers when my 

sister Karen Jarvis passed away. By Ed and 

Kayann Stockli. 

Dear St. Paul’s 

Thank you for the generous donation of soap by your 

church and the Deborah’s Outreach Ministry. Kindness 

demonstrated by your church members is greatly 

appreciated by many. Sincerely, The Greater 

Alliance Area Carnation Stitches of Hope 
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  Music & worship 

Music & Worship Committee will meet on Tuesday, 
September 3 at 7:00 pm in Garnes Hall.  Please see Gina 
Falconer if you are unable to attend. 
  
Come and sing or play handbells with one of St. 
Paul’s Choirs.  Choir practices will resume in 
September. 
 
Chancel Choir and Joybells will begin practicing on 
Thursday, September 12.  Children’s Choir will begin 
practicing on Thursday, September 19.  Please see below 
for times. 
(The Singing Angels and KFC Ringers – Grade 2 – 8 will 
resume at a later date) 
 
If you have any questions about our choirs, please 
see Gina Falconer. 
   
 
 

St. Paul’s has many choir opportunities for children and 
adults.  ALL Choirs practice on Thursday evenings. 

 Children’s Choir: Age 3 – Grade 1 – Practice 
time 5:30-6:15 pm (starting 9/19) 

 Joybells (Adult Bell Choir): Practice time 6:15 - 
7:00 pm (starting 9/12) 

 Chancel Choir (Adult Singing Choir): Practice 
time 7:15 – 8:30 pm (starting 9/12) 

 (The Singing Angels and KFC Ringers – Grade 2 – 8 
will resume at a later date) 

  
REMINDER: We will go back to two services on Sunday, 
September 1 at 8:30 am and 11:00 am.  The 11:00 am 
service is in the pavilion on September 1st. 
  
Thank you to ALL who provided special music this summer.  
There were solos, duets, and ensembles, both vocal and 
instrumental.  We appreciate your willingness to share your 
talents with us and to make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 

School is back in session already!!  
Where did the summer go?? 
 
September is the month that our church 
family gathers health care items.  In the 
past we have paid special attention to 
the needs of the Middle School, 
however, we have been told this year 
that there is a need for these items at the 
Elementary schools as well.   
 

We are asking you to consider 
donating the following: 

 
Toothpaste/Tooth Brushes,  

Shampoo/Conditioner, 
Bar soap or Body Wash 

Deodorant (Fragrances for Female or 
Male) 

 
No need for combs or hair brushes 

Outreach committee 

Our Purpose is to be the Body of Christ. 

ALL  ITEMS MAY BE PLACED IN THE DESIGNATED BIN AT THE BACK OF 
GARNES HALL UNTIL THE END OF SEPTEMBER.  Thank you in advance for 
your generosity! 
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   The Eternal Flame is given to the 

glory of God in memory of my niece, 

Christal Rose Webb and my dad, 

Frank C.H. Webb by Jerry Webb. 

Happy September Birthday to You!   

May you enjoy many more and may God bless 
each one of you in many ways as you enjoy 
another year in God’s grace. 

2 - David Kinnard 
2 - Mark Turner 
2 - Robert Williams 
2 - Landon Blevins 
3 - Debbie McGowan 
3 - Kimberlee Roose 
3 - Karl Ziemke 
4 - Cherylene Stockert 
8 - Wanda Chidsey 
8 - Greg Paina 
9 - Mark Roose 
11 - Gina Falconer 
12 - Luke Ince 
12 - Jeremy Rhome 
12 - Eric Dunn 
12 - Julie Blevins 
13 - Andrew Grove 
14 - Kathie Menegay 
14 - Leroy Zeigler 
15 - Jim Mehl 
16 - Janice Valentine 

16 - Nicole Pollock 
16 - Bob Wilson 
17 - Kathryn Paina 
17 - Michele Hoopes 
19 - Owen Hoopes                                                                            
20 - Gary DePrill, Jr 
20 - Ashley VanCamp 
24 - Pat Virgil 
24 - Austin Webb 
25 - David Brenner 
25 - Jack Esterly 
25 - Barbara Plajer 
25 - Linda Stanish 
25 - Brittany George 
27 - Betty Hons 
29 - Margi Hoover 
30 - Jackie Edwards 
30 - Cindy Garnes 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
 

Church Women United will meet on September 
6 at the Saint Joseph Church, 12055 Easton in 
Maximo at 1 pm. 

Robin Cain from the Northside School in Alliance 
will present information about the early learning 
program.  

In addition of bars of soap fort the Alliance Food 
Pantry, women are asked to take nonperishable 
food items for children's snack packs.  

The CWU board will meet at 11:30 am. 

DEBORAH’S 
 

 The Deborah’s will 
meet on September 
13 at 12:00 pm in 
Garnes Hall. They 
will be enjoying a 
pizza party 
sponsored by the 
officers! All ages 
welcome! Come 
join in the fun! 

Deborah’s donate  

Auction Basket 
Alliance Family Health Center (AFHC) is hosting a 

fundraiser on October 25, 2019 at the Alliance Country.  

The AFHC was initiated by Aultman Alliance 

Community Hospital to provide services for underserved 

people. Service costs are based on a sliding scale  based 

on the patient’s ability to pay.  They accept most 

insurances including Medicare and Medicaid. 

 

The Deborah Circle accepted the invitation to provide a 

silent auction basket.  They are providing a Craft Basket 

with over 25 items for people of  all ages. 

 

More details on the Fundraiser will be coming soon. The  

event is a Murder Mystery and Dance based on the true 

story of the infamous “olive poisoning” of several 

Alliance elite exactly 100 years ago in 1919. 
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September 2019—The Word of God in Worship 
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September 1, 2019 - TIME AFTER PENTECOST—
LECTIONARY 22 
INTRODUCTION Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the 
church. By God's grace in holy baptism we have a place at the banquet 
table of the Lord. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and 
mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY O God, you resist those who are 
proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the 
humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
READINGS AND PSALM Proverbs 25:6-7, Sirach 10:12-18 
(Alternate), Psalm 112, The righteous are merciful and full of 
compassion. (Ps. 112:4), Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16, Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
September 8, 2019 - TIME AFTER PENTECOST—
LECTIONARY 23 
INTRODUCTION Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship 
today, we might be helped by translating Paul's request to Philemon into 
our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the 
company and forgiveness of the Christ in the blessed sacrament and 
recalling God's grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened 
in this hour to "choose life"—to choose life in God as our own. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY Direct us, O Lord God, in all our 
doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; 
and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
READINGS AND PSALM Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 1, 
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3) 
Philemon 1-21, Luke 14:25-33 
 
September 15, 2019 - TIME AFTER PENTECOST—
LECTIONARY 24 
INTRODUCTION The grumbling of the Pharisees and the scribes in 
today's gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and 
eats with them. That our God wills to seek and to save the lost is not only 
a holy hope, it is our only hope. As Paul's first letter to Timothy reminds 
us, "The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners." Thanks be to God. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY O God, overflowing with mercy and 
compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go astray. 
Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject 
whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain 
our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
 
 

READINGS AND PSALM Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 51:1-10, 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1) 
1 Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10 
 
September 22, 2019 - TIME AFTER PENTECOST—
LECTIONARY 25 
INTRODUCTION As we are invited today to consider what it means 
to be managers (rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to 
recall that we are bought with a price. "Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . 
gave himself a ransom for all." Apart from the generosity of God we have 
nothing—we are nothing. By God's gracious favor we have everything 
we need. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY God among us, we gather in the name 
of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet from 
evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the 
grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
READINGS AND PSALM Amos 8:4-7, Psalm 113, The LORD 
lifts up the poor from the ashes. (Ps. 113:7), 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 
16:1-13 
 
September 29, 2019 - MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
INTRODUCTION The archangel Michael is pictured as a prince 
and a general of the heavenly army, defeating the dragon (the ancient 
serpent, the devil, Satan). It is important, though, to see in Revelation 
12:11 that God's victory ultimately comes by Jesus' death and the 
testimony of his followers. The power of God's truth gives us confidence in 
the face of evil on earth, even in the face of our own death. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY Everlasting God, you have 
wonderfully established the ministries of angels and mortals. 
Mercifully grant that as Michael and the angels contend against 
the cosmic forces of evil, so by your direction they may help and 
defend us here on earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God whom we worship and praise with angels and archangels 
and all the company of heaven, now and forever. 
 
READINGS AND PSALM Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3, Psalm 
103:1-5, 20-22, Bless the LORD, you angels, all you hosts of God. (Ps. 
103:20, 21) 
Revelation 12:7-12, Luke 10:17-20 
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Youth Sunday! 
September 15, 2019 

Youth Sunday, September 15 we 
will walk the Iron Horse Trail and 
take in the natural surroundings of 
Fall.  We will leave the church at 
1:00 pm and be back to the church 
approximately 3:00 pm. 

 
 
 

Weekly Youth Group! 
Weekly Youth group!  We will 
gather from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 
with a meal and time of fellowship, 
games, and learning.  This is open 
to youth 5th grade through High 
School.  Join us!   
 

Keep up with your friends by 
inviting them to join us for Youth 
Group! 
 
The topics for September are: 
September 4: Bullying 
September 11:  Understanding 
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September 18:  Respect 
September 25:  YouTube 

Lectors  8:30  11:00 Acolytes 8:30 11:00 

 September 1 Karen W 
Outdoor  
service 

September 1 
Jake M 

Owen M  
Outdoor service 

September 8 Kevin H Norita W September 8 Mark G Logan W 

September 15 Pat N Gayle F September 15 Owen S Madalyn B 

September 22 Rod G Paul H September 22 Abigail G Jake M 

September 29  Cindy M Mark H September 29 Karen G Brianna W 

Greeters 8:30 11:00 Ushers 8:30 11:00 

 September 1 
 Bob W 

Mary Lou  
W 

 Outdoor Service  September 1 
Keith B  

Celeste L 
Outdoor Service 

 September 8 
Craig H 
Sue H 

Karen W 
Susie D 

September 8 
Marcus H   

Bob W 
Dave M 

Donna M 

September 15 
 Sandy P 
Nykki P 

 Greg B 
Cathy B 

September 15 
 Mark H 

Michael K 
Aaron O 

Matthew O 

September 22 
 Pat N  

Dorothy A 
Dave M 

Donna M 
September 22 

 Craig H  
 Sue H 

 Tim O 
Debbie O 

September 29 
 Paul C  
Donna C 

 Trudy M 
Jim M 

 September 29 
 Bob K 
John L 

Kevin P 
Adee P 

 Coffee Hour Hosts 

 September 1 

Karen W 

Dick M 

Cindy M 

September 8 Greg & Cathy B 

September 15 
Jon & Jen M 

Nykki P 

September 22 

Bonnie Ho,  

Jan & Jerry V & 

The Guthries  

September 29 

Gayle F 

Betsy G 

Laura G 



 

Pastor’s Sunday Adult Class 
Pastor Muse leads an adult class every Sunday morning.  It 
is in the room next to the bathrooms on the main floor, 
room #3.  Beginning September 8th Pastor Muse will lead 
an 8 Week Study entitled “The Storm Inside” by Sheila 
Walsh.  This study will focus on trading chaos for identity 
with God.  Join us! 

 

Weekly Newsletter 
Sign up for The Weekly Messenger on our website 
www.LivingBody.org or text 4STPAULS to 22828. 
  

Meditation with Pastor 
Meditation with Pastor is Thursday, September 5 at 10:30 
am and Tuesday, September 17 at 7:00 pm.  Bring a 
lawn chair or blanket, we hope to be outside this 
month!  Join us for this powerful time.  No experience is 
needed, just come in comfortable cloths with an open 
heart. 

 

Mid-Week Eucharist 
Mid-week Eucharist.  Join us every Wednesday at noon in 
the chapel for a time of word, prayer and Eucharist.  
 

Men’s Breakfast 
The Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, September 21 at 8:30 
am.  Breakfast menu: French Toast and Sausage.  The 
topic is Jealousy. If you would like to be on the text 
reminder list, please text Pastor Tim at 330-409-5775, 
comment Men’s Breakfast. 

 

Reminder of  

Hospital Admittance 
Due to the change in confidentiality regulations the 
hospital is no longer allowed to contact churches when a 
member is admitted.  If you are admitted to the hospital 
please make sure you indicate you are a member of St. 
Paul’s and contact the church office so we know of your 
time in the hospital. 
 

Bible Study 
Bible Study will continue in August with the group 
studying the Gospel of Matthew.  We gather every 
Wednesday at 10:30 am and 7:00 pm in the Welcome 
Center.  Everyone is invited to join.   
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Continuing Events and Activities 

God’s work. Our Hands. 

Service Sunday 
 

Sunday, September 8  

1:00 pm 
 

Outdoor activity will be to clean up around the 
Duck Pond at Silver Park.   

Inside activity will be to assemble homeless bags.  
These bags will be available to church members to 
place in their car.  You can then share them with 
homeless persons you meet. 

First Saturday Meal at 

“Cross”ing  
 

Join us at the “Cross”ing 
on Saturday, September 
7 at 5:00 pm for our 
casual worship service 
in the pavilion.  
 

Following the service, 

we will have our first 

Saturday meal and 

fellowship time.  This 

month we are planning 

Salad Bar.   

Tableware and drinks 

will be provided.  
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3295 S. Union Ave 

Alliance, OH 44601 

Our purpose is to 
be the living body 

of Jesus Christ! 

ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

The Reverend Timothy H. Muse - Lead Pastor 
The Reverend Diana Thompson - Administrative Pastor 

Rhonda Ferrall - Secretary 
Kathy Sloan - Organist 

Gina M. Falconer - Director of Music 
Brianne L. Black - Director of Christian Education 

Gayle B. Fiegenschuh - Communion Minister and Visitation 

Find us online! 
www.LivingBody.org 

www.facebook.com/St.Pauls.Alliance 
www.twitter.com/PaulLutheran 

www.instagram.com/St.PaulsAlliance 
 

Stay informed and sign up for The Weekly Messenger email on our 
website, Facebook page, or text 4STPAULS to 22828. 

Email:  st.paulsalliace@outlook.com 

Phone: 330-823-2285  

Fax: 330-823-8399 

New Mailing 

Address  

for the 

Church 
 

We are now receiving mail 

directly to the church building. 

Send mail to 3295 S. Union 

Ave., Alliance, OH 44601 

Next Church 

Council Meeting 

 
September 10, 2019 

7:00 pm 
 

Reminder: Council meets very other 
month on the odd numbered months! 

Fall Worship Schedule 

 

We resume our fall worship schedule on Sunday, September 1. 

 

8:30 am Worship, 9:30 am Coffee, 9:45 am Sunday School, 11:00 am Worship, 12:30 pm Chapel Communion 

 

The 11:00 am worship on September 1 will be in the Pavilion. 

 

The weekly  

Messenger 
 

Keep up-to-date with  

our weekly e-newsletter. 

 

Sign up by texting 4STPAUL to 

22828 or register through our 

website. The button is on our 

homepage. 

http://www.livingbody.org
http://www.facebook.com/st.pauls.alliance
http://www.twitter.com/PaulLutheran
http://www.instagram.com/St.PaulsAlliance

