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April 3, 2026 
Sent via Email only. 

Department of Public Safety 
Standards and Training (DPSST) 
4190 Aumsville Highway  
Salem, OR  97317 
Oregon.DPSST@DPSST.Oregon.gov 

Re: Formal Complaint 
Curry County Sheriff John Ward, DPSST #24573 

To whom it may concern: 

I am the appointed County Legal Counsel for Curry County, Oregon, and have served as such since 
November, 2023. My role requires me to provide legal advice and guidance to the Curry County Board of 
Commissioners (“BOC”) as well as other County elected officials and department heads. While reviewing 
certain issues brought to my attention by my supervisors, employees, and even members of the general 
public, serious concerns arose regarding the conduct of Curry County Sheriff, John Ward. 

The first step in addressing these concerns was to obtain a thorough third-party investigation. Retired police 
chief Jim Ferraris of Ferraris Investigations and Consulting, LCC was chosen for this task primarily due to 
his extensive background in law enforcement and specific knowledge of relevant laws, policies, and 
procedures.  

The attached complaint presents facts and documentation regarding the sale of County-owned ammunition 
facilitated by Sheriff John Ward in direct violation of Oregon Law and DPSST ethical and certification 
standards. 

Sincerely, 

Michael E. “Ted” Fitzgerald 

94235 Moore Street | Suite 123 
Gold Beach, OR  97444 
(541) 247-3291
CountyCounsel@co.curry.or.us
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County owned ammunition purchases: 
It appears that Sheriff John Ward, DPSST No. 24573 facilitated the order of $9,731.00 of 
assorted 9mm, .223 and .40 ammunition from Dooley Enterprises, Inc. in Anaheim, 
California. Including a shipping cost of $546.49, the total for this ammunition order was 
$10,277.49. This cost was paid using county funds. It also appears that this ammunition was 
sold to various members of CCSO and to non-members. Each purchaser wrote CCSO a 
check as follows: 
 
12-09-20  CCSO Sheriff John Ward  $766.00 
12-06-20  CCSO Deputy Jared Gray  $356.50 
12-09-20  CCSO Deputy Jordan White  $2,845.00 
12-07-20   CCSO Deputy Mello   $193.00 
12-08-20   CCSO Deputy Lang   $108.00 
12-08-20  CCSO Deputy Denney  $108.00 
12-08-20   CCSO Deputy Joel Hensley  $119.50 
12-08-20  Joshua Stout (non-county)  $1,626.00 
12-08-20  CCSO Deputy Teter   $732.00 
12-09-20  CCSO Deputy Joshua Frame $690.50 
12-09-20  CCSO Deputy Vershall  $690.50 
12-09-20  CCSO Res. Deputy Brad Alcorn $193.00 
12-09-20  CCSO Deputy Storns   $527.00 
12-09-20  John Ensley-Ensley Construction $527.00  
12-09-20  CCSO Captain Phil McDonald $216.00 
12-13-20  CCSO Deputy Jordan Rhodes $119.50 
 
According to County Finance records, these checks total $9,817.50 and were deposited into 
the Sheriff’s Reserve Account.  
 
On review, it appears that the purchasers received this ammunition at a law enforcement 
discounted rate as sold to CCSO by the vendor. It is evident that the purchasers did not 
reimburse the county for the shipping cost of $546.49 for this ammunition. 
 
Based upon the caliber and amounts of ammunition purchased by these individuals, it is 
evident that these purchases were for personal use.  
 
According to the invoice description of purchased ammunition, much is Winchester 
“Ranger” ammunition. “Ranger” ammunition is not traditionally practice ammunition due to 
cost and is traditionally law enforcement duty grade ammunition.  



 
Please see the ammunition invoice, copies of cancelled checks and finance documents, 
along with emails to/from Sheriff Ward which are enclosed with this correspondence. Note 
that this purchase was not a standalone event, and that this type of transaction, including 
the trade discussed below, appears to have occurred several times. Additional 
documentation of other instances is available upon request. 
 
A material financial gain was obtained by CCSO members through the purchase and sale of 
ammunition not afforded to the general public, and at a price not inclusive of shipping costs 
ultimately subsidized by Curry County. The above-described actions of the Curry County 
Sheriff in facilitating the purchase and sale of ammunition appear to be in violation of ORS 
244.040 (Prohibited use of official position or office) and OAR 259-008-0300 (Grounds for 
Denial, Revocation or Emergency Suspension of Public Safety Professional Certifications)  
 
Sheriff Ward’s responses to inquiries:  
Sheriff Ward has continually refused County Counsel’s lawful and appropriate requests for 
records and documentation concerning these issues. Ward claimed that a “Ransome Ware” 
attack in 2023 caused the loss of all of CCSO’s records of the transactions, which is just not 
true.  
 
When County Legal Counsel brought the ammunition and weapons issues to the attention 
of Sheriff Ward by email on November 14, 2025, he replied that the opportunity to purchase 
ammunition was offered to employees who wanted to practice shooting to stay proficient 
with their weapons, as it is a certification requirement. Furthermore, Sheriff Ward wrote that 
he did not know who bought the ammunition or what type was purchased and that he did 
know that no county money was used for the ammunition purchase, and there were no 
financial benefits to county employees who bought the ammunition. Ammunition purchase 
invoices included herein reflect the Sheriff’s Office actual executed policy of purchasing 
ammunition at County cost for employees. The instant case departs from normal County 
procedure, wherein employees used their own money to purchase personal ammunition for 
their own use through the County. The last sentence of Sheriff Ward’s response states “We 
have done nothing wrong and as far as your demands, this is all the information that we have 
to give.” Based on the limited information provided by Sheriff Ward’s email of November 14, 
2025, Ferraris’ investigation was able to verify that Ward’s explanation and justification is just 
not true. Sheriff Ward himself bought nearly $800.00 of ammunition. Each person 
purchasing the ammunition benefited from use of county funds to purchase the ammunition 
and the county bore the cost of the $546.49 shipping charges. The response received from 
Sheriff Ward are misleading and inaccurate.  



In the attached documentation, it can be seen that Sheriff John Ward purchased one case of 
9mm, one case of .40 Smith & Wesson, and one case of .223. It is reasonable to assume that 
Ward was still in possession of a .40 Smith & Wesson some three years after a “trade-in” 
occurred in which the County .40 Smith & Wessons were traded for 9mm duty weapons, 
about which, when asked, Ward said that he had no knowledge of who had traded in their 
guns and who had kept their guns. It appears that he either purchased his former duty 
weapon or simply retained it in his or the County’s possession. In any case, that information 
is relevant to the inquiries made to Sheriff Ward in regard to this matter. At all times, Sheriff 
Ward was not forthcoming with facts specific to his involvement. 
 
When County Counsel requested to begin the process of CJIS clearance so that he could 
review the digital information regarding this issue, Sheriff Ward provided a statement from 
Nicholas Harris, the Oregon State Police CJIS Information Security Officer and directed his 
staff not to proceed with CJIS clearance for County Counsel. 
 











leera
Highlight

leera
Highlight


	Complaint + attachments (ammo only).pdf
	DPSST ltr cover ammo only 4.3.26.pdf
	Ferraris DPSST complaint re Ward (ammo only).pdf
	1421_001.pdf
	Redacted checks - ammunition purchases.pdf

	1422_001.pdf



