Saturday June 12, 9 am–11 am
Amazing World of Dr. Seuss Museum and the Springfield Science Museum
The Springfield Museums present Sensory Friendly Saturdays, the second Saturday of each month. Sensory
Friendly Saturdays provide less noise, less bright light, and cool-down spaces for those who have sensory
sensitivity.
The Amazing World of Dr. Seuss Museum and the Springfield Science Museum will open early, with
some exhibits modified to provide an opportunity for people with a range of differing abilities to experience
what the museums have to offer. Trained staff and volunteers will be on hand to answer questions and, if
necessary, direct visitors to a quiet space that provides a chance to cool down and take a break. Sensoryfriendly crafts for all ages will be available in the Cat’s Corner.
Parents and caregivers must stay with their children at all times. The modifications are enabled until 11 am.
______________________________________________________________________________
Cut ‘N’ Rough Collection
Through June 2022
Mineral Hall
Springfield Science Museum
The Springfield Museums presents Cut ‘N’ Rough, a collection of cut stone displayed side-by-side with the
same stone in its original rough state, ready for all to see in Earth Hall, on the second floor of the
Springfield Science Museum. The Cut ‘N’ Rough exhibit is on loan from Fred Wilda and Helen Rodak of
Hadley, MA.

“The first stone I cut was a revelation,” said Wilda, a mineral collector, self-taught artist, and passionate
spokesperson for geology. “I was amazed to see what the stone had hidden inside it—a piece of art that
rivaled masterpieces in museum galleries!”

The large, bright glass case, donated by the Connecticut Valley Mineral Club, is filled with stones whose
inner beauty is breathtaking. “Each and every stone has a story,” Wilda said. “And almost every story is
connected to other people.”

In the meantime, a bit more information about the state gem rhodonite from the handbook that
accompanies Significant Rocks and Minerals from Massachusetts: “Named after the Greek word for rose
(rhodon), Rhodonite is a silicate mineral that is formed in metamorphic rocks.” There is only one known
location in Massachusetts where you can find this gemstone: but if you want an easy look at a beautiful
specimen, visit the Springfield Museums!
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