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Teresa Hill <1080edge@gmail.com>

Fw: Mayoral emergency declaration authority
Ann Hill <AHill@cityofpensacola.com> Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 5:02 PM
To: Teresa Hill <1080Edge@gmail.com>, John S <jhsingley@gmail.com>

From: Keith Wilkins <KWilkins@cityofpensacola.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2020 2:25 PM
To: Ann Hill <AHill@cityofpensacola.com>
Subject: Mayoral emergency declara�on authority
 
Councilwoman Hill,
 
Here’s a more formal legal opinion as the Mayor’s authority prepared by the City Attorney for
another request.
 
Keith
 
The Mayor’s authority is derived as follows:
 

Section 252.32 provides the policy and purpose of the state and local emergency
management powers and agencies.  Included in those declarations, the state legislature
found it necessary “to confer upon … the governing body of the each political subdivision of
the state the emergency powers provided herein.” 

 
Section 252.34(9) defines “political subdivision” to include “any county or municipality created
pursuant to law.”

 
Section 252.38(3)(a)5 provides that each political subdivision shall have various powers and
authorities to carry out the various statutory emergency provisions.

 
In section 2-4-8, Pensacola City Code, the City Council through its legislative authority gave
the Mayor the authority to declare a state of emergency.  Specifically, subsection (a) states in
part, “Upon declaration of a state of emergency by the president of the United States, by the
governor of the State of Florida or by Escambia County for any area which includes the City
of Pensacola, the mayor shall be authorized and directed to take such emergency measures
as he determines necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens …. The
mayor shall further be authorized to exercise such emergency management powers granted
to political subdivisions by Florida law ….”

 
 
Keith Wilkins
City Administrator
Visit us at http://cityofpensacola.com
222 W Main St.
Pensacola, FL 32502
Office: 850.436.5627
Cell:  850.554.3069
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kwilkins@cityofpensacola.com

 
 
Florida has a very broad public records law. As a result, any written communication created or received by City of Pensacola
officials and employees will be made available to the public and media, upon request, unless otherwise exempt. Under Florida law,
email addresses are public records. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not
send electronic mail to this office. Instead, contact our office by phone or in writing.
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