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1. The Train Itself

Itis late on an exhausting school night, You wake up to find HoursehC sitting in the
car of a sleek and modern express subway train. The train signs indicate that itis a
south-bound train. Its intended destination is downtown: 14th Street. You are no Ionger
at John Jag Co”cge’s uPtown address; you are somewhere between 59th Street and 14th
Street.

Inside the train, evergthing looks symmetric (the same, in a certain way). That is,
seats face north, south, east and west; windows are arrange& identica”y on all walls;
neither the floor nor the ceiling is marked by any clistinguishing features. You neither
feel nor hear angthing: no }Dumps, no lurches, no turns. None of your senses experience
angthing to indicate instabilitg nor change. You do recognize that the train clesign

seems quitc technologica”g uP~to~date.

The gnestion is:

ARE YOU MOVING 2 (1)

Note: Right now, interpret this question to signify whatever you
find most reasonable and helpful; take the words to mean whatever allows
you to think of an answer you could most confidently and thoroughly
defend. You might not believe your answer to be 100% accurate, nor
even close. That's FINE.
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1A) Draw a neat and clear sketch of the situation as you understand it.

NOTE: This instruction might seem annoyingly vague and
open-ended. (It is.) To FOCUS your sketching,

(i) MAKE A LIST of all features that might be HELPFUL for
answering the QUESTION above.

(i) ORDPER your list by SIZE: Rank items or features that should
somehow appear larger in your sketch stoward the top, and vice
versa.

(iii) NOW DPRAW. Fuss more about whether the itewms in your
drawing are recognizable for what you mean them to be; fuss less
about coswic beauty.

The ideal sketch: Will include many of the features in your
list and not much else.



From the five choices Provided, choose the one that you believe is the most

accurate response to each of the Fo”owing questions:

IB) At this moment, are you moving?

a.Yes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enough imcormation to choose any og the above

1C) At this moment, are you getting closer to 14th Street?

a.Yes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enough imcormation to clﬂoose any og the above

D) At this moment, is 14th Street getting closer to you?

a.Yes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enoug]’x imcormation to CI’]OOSC any OF the above

1E) Ina few comPlete sentences of English, defend your answer to the very first

c]uestion —— 1B (above).

1M Ina few completc sentences, Provic]e an argument or explana’cion asto whg a

reasonable might C/isagrec with your answer to the very first c]ucstion —1B (abovc).

1G) Were your answers foriC and 1D (both above) the same or different? If the
same, thenina complcte sentence or two, cxPlain whg thcg were the same. If dhqcrent,

then, ina completc sentence or two, explain whg they were different.



2. The White Lights

Some time later, you look tlﬁroug]'] an arbitrarg window and see a slew of tiny
white Iigl’xts rushing bg. All the lig]ﬁts appear to move as one group. That is, tlﬁeg all
appear to move at one sPeed and in one direction. You arejust looking out the window
for the first time, so you do know Wl’]Cﬂ, if ever, the Iiglﬂts had begun to behave in this

manner.

2A) Draw a neat ancﬂ clear sketch omc what you see throug]'] tl'\e window. Use

arrows of thougl'xtgullg chosen sizes and directions to indicate any motion you observe.

Of the five given choices, choose the one that you believe is the most accurate

response to each of the Fo”owing cluestions:

2B) At this moment, are you moving?

a.VYes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not cnough imcormation to CI’IOOSC any omc t]'le above

2C) At this moment, are you getting closer to 14th Street?

a.Yes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enough imcormation to choose any OF the above

2D) At this moment, is 14th Street getting closer to you?

a.Yes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not cnough imcorma’cion to CI’]OOSC any OF the above



2E) At this moment, is the train getting closer to John Jay Co”ege?

a.Yes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enough imcormation to choose any OF the above

2F) At this moment, is John Jay Co”ege getting closer to the train?

a.Yes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enough imcormation to clﬂoose any OF the above

2G) Inafew complete sentences of Englislﬁ, defend your answer to

question 2B (above).

2H) Ina few comPlete sentences, Provide an argument or exPlana’cion as

to why a reasonable miglﬁtdisagrcc with your answer to 2B (above).

Of the five gjven c]ﬁoices, choose the one that you believe is the most

accurate response to eacl’x o1C tlﬁe Fo”owing questions:

21) At this moment, are the !ights moving?

a.Yes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not cnoug]’x imcormation to CI’]OOSC any OF the above



2)) At this moment, is 14th Street getting closer to the |ights?

a.VYes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enouglﬂ inFormation to choose any omc t]ﬁe above

2K) At this moment, are you getting closer to the liglﬁts?

a.VYes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enouglﬂ inFormation to choose any omc t]ﬁe above

21) At this moment, are the lig]']ts getting closer to 14th Street?

a.VYes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enougl'] information

2M) At this moment, are the lig]'xts getting closer to you?

a.VYes

b. No

c. Both yes and no
d. Neither yes nor no

e. Not enougl'] information

2N) In a few complete sentences of l':nglis]ﬁ, defend your answer to

question 2M (@bove).

20) Ina few complete sentences, Provide an argument or explanation

asto w]ﬁg a reasonable mightdisagrcc with your answer to2M (above).
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