
5-30ft.

AFire-ResistantHome
A home’sdesign,building materialsand landscape(out to 100feet) determine its vulnerability to airborne embers,surfacefires
and crown fires.A fire-resistant home hasat least30 feet of surrounding spacethat is clearof dead vegetation and flammable
debris. It hasat least5 feet of noncombustible mulch material suchasriver rock or peagravel.Treesand shrubsaremaintained.
Thelandscapeconsistsof healthy, irrigated, fire-resistant vegetation. Within 5-30 feet, treesshould haveaminimum of 18 feet
between treetops.
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1.Cleandebris from roof and gutters.
2.Trim overhanging branchesawayfrom the home and

attachments (patios,outbuildings, etc.)
3.Usenoncombustible mulch and succulentswithin 5

feet of structures.
4.Keeplawn mowed, watered, and at aheight of 4 inches

or less.

5.Landscapewith fire-resistant plants andmaintain their
health.

6.Clearawayall dead vegetation and flammable items
within 30 feet of structuresand propane tanks.

7.Prunebranchesof large trees to 6-10 feet abovethe
ground.

10.Createafirebreak with adriveway wide enough
(12 feet) to accommodate emergency vehicles.
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8.Maintain adequate spacebetween treetops (18
feet).

9.Reducedensity of surrounding forest vegetation.

TheN.C.ForestService is adivision of the N.C.
Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services.SteveTroxler, Commissioner
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