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Dear Diamond families, 
 
Principal’s Reflections 
What an interesting time we have been living in! How relieving it is to be in BC in recent days as we see 
the number of COVID-related infections in continuous decline. I went to a restaurant last Sunday for the 
first time in two months and found it to be a pleasant return to happy family outings. We have a newfound 
appreciation of what was once commonplace and, likewise, a wonderful feeling of excitement in seeing 
our students once again clambering out of vehicles in the morning, hearing their cheerful chatter down the 
school halls, and enjoying lively conversation with students, parents, and staff. 
 
Successful Reopening 
I would like to thank the staff of the school for rising above and beyond in order to make a June opening a 
pleasant and efficient experience. Teachers have shown ingenuity in creating engaging activities for all of 
their students both online and offline. I know that we have all become more comfortable with online 
learning in the past months, but nothing beats a face-to-face with our learners, with physical distancing, of 
course. What a joy to see all the bright faces returning to school this week. 
 
Student Attendance 
So far, we have about 30% of the population of our school attending on-site classes throughout the week. 
Our planning and scheduling in previous weeks has taken into account the maximum number of students 
that we are allowed on site and in rooms at one time. If you would like to send your student to school at 
this time, we would like to remind you that you must contact the office no later than the Thursday before 
the week that your child plans to attend. We are unable to accommodate drop-in or unexpected students 
without prior notice. 
 
Physical Distancing Reminder 
Thank you to all parents for respecting the new pick-up and drop-off procedures. As a school, we have all 
been working hard to help our students remember to maintain that two-meter physical distance whenever 
possible. One way that you can help reinforce this important message for students is to make sure to 
model physical distancing yourself by keeping at least six feet/two meters from other parents after picking 
up or dropping off your students. Thank you also for talking with your children about the importance of 
physical distancing and about strategies for greeting and socializing while remaining two meters apart. 
 
Current Events 
Our teachers are continuing to have important and meaningful discussions with all of their classes about 
current events. Over the past week, all students in Grades 7 through 10 have delved further into the 
topics of racism, civil rights, equality, and activism, using recent current events to demonstrate the 
ongoing need for change and discussing historic and structural systemic inequality and oppression. These 
discussions are essential to Diamond’s mission of equipping our students with the knowledge and skills 
needed to become conscientious, compassionate, and confident social citizens with the knowledge to 
understand the world and the wisdom and courage to change it. 
 
Next Year 
We have been receiving inquiries from parents wanting to know what September will look like at Diamond 
School. The B.C. Provincial Health Officer, Dr. Bonnie Henry, has reminded us that while the intention is 
to return to schooling full-time in September, this is still a tentative projection and we will not be able to 
make a more certain prediction until sometime in August. We will continue to provide school-related covid-
19 updates on our website and will provide you with updates about next year as soon as we are able. 
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Celebrations! 
The Grade 1 students have enjoyed demonstrating their creativity and maturity through the comic strips 
that they produced at home. They have covered some intriguing topics such as reuniting long-lost twins, 
being kind to plants, life after the quarantine, and overcoming discrimination between cats and dogs! 
 
The Grade 2’s have brought their usual cheeriness back to the classroom, as well as on Zoom. They have 
learned how to count syllables to write haiku poems and have been tackling their art/design challenges, 
from creating and playing musical instruments to putting on talent shows at home. 
 
The Grade 3's and 4's at school have been having lots of fun in their combined classes! We've been 
working on a summer oil pastel picture in art, and they've been playing lots of new outdoor games on the 
field and in the trails. 
 
It is always a joy to see where the Grade 5’s imagination takes them in their narrative writing, whether 
they are stranded on a mountain top with Spider-Man or surviving on a capsized boat by rationing their 
only food left: chocolate. Keep up the fantastic creativity, Grade 5! 
 
The Grade 6’s have been working very hard on their comparative essays, both online and in class, 
showing a real determination to succeed. Keep up the awesome work, Grade 6! 
 
The Senior Grades have been demonstrative impressive scientific exploration skills over the past few 
weeks. The Grade 7's have been sharing their engaging and creative multi-disciplinary science projects 
with their classmates. The Grade 8's have been carrying out experiments with light from home. Their 
explorations have been thorough and creative! The Grade 9's were successful in using electrical 
principles combined with computer software to digitally test circuits for their own uniquely designed 
kitchens. Great job everyone! 
 

Diamond Staff 
 


