
English 
Subject Leader: Miss H.Vernon
Assistant Subject Leader: Miss A.Spence



English GCSEs 2027

• AQA English Language
• AQA Speaking and Listening 
• AQA English Literature 

ALL Pupils will sit 4 papers and a speaking and 
listening task 



English Language

WEIGHTED AT 50% per paper 

• PAPER 1: Exploration in creative writing and reading (20/21st century 
fiction text) (1hr 45 mins)

• PAPER 2: Writer’s viewpoint and perspective (2 texts – 19th century and 
20/21st century non-fiction + literary non-fiction texts) (1hr 45 mins)

8700/1 Paper 1 – Monday 24th May 2027 
8700/2 Paper 2 – Tuesday 8th June 2027





Non-Exam Assessment 

The aim of the assessment is to allow students to demonstrate their speaking and 
listening skills by:
• giving a presentation in a formal context 
• responding appropriately to questions and to feedback, asking questions 
themselves to elicit clarification 
• using spoken Standard English.

No more than 10 minutes
Pass, Merit, Distinction awarded 



English Literature

PAPER 1: 40%
PAPER 2: 60% 

• PAPER 1: Shakespeare and 19th Century Novel (1hr 45 mins)
• PAPER 2:  Post 1914 Literature and Poetry Since 1789  (2hr 15 mins)

8702/1 Paper 1 – Wednesday 12th May 2027 
8702/2 Paper 2 – Wednesday 19th May 2027



Pre-Taught Literature Year 10



Pre-Taught Literature Year 11

OR





Mocks Summer 2026

• All students will be sitting:

English Literature Paper 2 (2hr 15minutes) Monday 22nd June 2026 
English Language Paper 2 (1hr 45 minutes) Monday 29th June 2026 

• Check class charts for revision lists and guidance from your class teacher



What can you do to support your child with 
preparing for their English mock papers?

• Purchase revision guides 
• Revisit pre-taught texts (audio books/film adaptations)
• Encourage them to complete practice questions
• Test them with flash cards
• Encourage them to read widely



Recommended Reads 

Key statistics in reading (2024 findings)
Just 1 in 3 (34.6%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 said they enjoyed reading in 2024. This is 
the lowest level since we first asked the question in 2005.
Only 1 in 5 (20.5%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 said that they read daily, again, the lowest 
levels since 2005.
Children and young people who enjoyed reading (n = 1,211; M = 109.13) had higher average (mean) 
standardised reading scores than children and young people who didn’t enjoy reading (n = 2,593; M = 
102.65). This difference was statistically significant.

20/21st Century fiction 
- Of Mice and Men – John 

Steinbeck 
- The Knife of Never Letting Go 

– Patrick Ness
- To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper 

Lee 
- Noughts and Crosses – 

Malorie Blackman 
- Lord of the Flies – William 

Golding

20/21st Century non- 
fiction 
- Touching the Void – 

Joe Simpson
- Diary of a young girl – 

Anne Frank 
- Boy: Tales of 

Childhood – Roald 
Dahl

19th  Century non- 
fiction 
- The Art of Travel – 

Francis Galton 
- Darwin’s Beagle 

Diary – Charles 
Darwin 



Mr Bruff question-by-
question run through



SPARX Reader 

Can be accessed from home and has original 
text and abridged versions available
Tests comprehension throughout 



Any further questions/queries…

a.spence@portchester.hants.sch.uk 
h.vernon@portchester.hants.sch.uk

Or contact your English teacher directly. 

mailto:a.spence@portchester.hants.sch.uk
mailto:h.vernon@portchester.hants.sch.uk


A reminder of Key Dates:

Monday 22nd June – Literature Paper 2 
(BLOOD BROTHERS AND POETRY)

Monday 29th June – Language Paper 2 
(NON-FICTION)
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