


Post 16 OPTIONS
Careers Adviser:

Benia Sztucki 



Choices, choices…



• College

• Sixth FormA Levels

• Applied vocational qual. (BTEC)

• Technical Level qual. (T Levels from Sept 2020)

• Traineeships / Functional Skills

• Supported Internships

Vocational

• Intermediate (level 2)

• Advanced (level 3)

• Higher (level 4+ ) 

• Degree

Apprenticeships

• Must include some accredited training

• Employment can be paid or voluntary
Employment



A Levels…. 

• Academic subjects – choose 3, e.g. Maths, History, Biology.

• Choose subjects you like, enjoy and you are good at

• Check entry requirements for careers, e.g. Medicine

• Exam based

• Keep career options open

• Valued by employers

• Valued by universities 

Which 
subjects 

?



Vocational courses
•   Designed with employers

• Develop practical skills and knowledge related to a broad job 
area e.g. Business, Engineering, IT and Health and Social 
Care.

• Classroom-based activities and project work

• Assessment - written and practical examinations + continuous 
assessment.

• Examples - BTEC and Cambridge Technicals and T-Levels.

• Lead on to university or Higher (Degree) Apprenticeships



Practical courses

• Job-related training and qualifications such as in plumbing, 
hairdressing or catering. 

• Practical learning in real situations, with real customers, e.g. 
cutting hair in the college salon open to the public, cooking for 
paying customers in the college restaurant or installing 
bathrooms in the plumbing workshops. 

• They usually lead on to work or relevant apprenticeships.



T-levels

• New qualifications which will be equivalent to A levels.

• Current subjects: Design, Surveying and Planning; Education 
and Childcare; Digital.

• Mix of classroom learning and at least 45 days placements with 
an employer in the relevant industry

• 80% of your time will be spent at College and 20% will be on 
placement.



Apprenticeships

• Qualifications – attend college or a training provider at least 
1 day a week.

• Work Experience

• Learn on the job –from people who do the job and pass on 
their knowledge and skills to you.

• Receive a wage and get the benefits other employees have, 
for example annual leave.



Apprenticeships

• Choose a specific career area, e.g. retail, construction, 
hospitality & catering, engineering etc. 

• Have a back up plan – apprenticeship vacancies are 
available but not all applicants get offered a place

• Fall in apprenticeship vacancies due to Covid 19

• You will usually be required to find your own employer



Traineeships

• Work experience that is focused on giving you the skills and 
experience that employers are looking for.

• Work preparation training, English and maths for those who 
need it, CV writing, interview techniques.

• Traineeships and the work experience placements are unpaid, 
but employers are encouraged to support expenses such as 
transport 



The Covid Effect- increased jobs

• Caring

• Warehouse work

• Food Retail

• Waste Management

• Agriculture



Year 11 Time line
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Careers interviews

• See Mr Barrett/Ms Gooch or your tutor to request an interview

• Careers Adviser Benia available in school/virtual to help with 
choices – College/ apprenticeship/ university thoughts/ jobs

• Individual support  with your ideas 

• 30 minutes

• Action plan summary at the end



Resources

• https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 

• https://www.getingofar.gov.uk/apprenticeships 

• https://www.ucas.com university courses

• https://www.eclips-online.co.uk  

• https://www.careercompanion.co.uk/ 

• http://www.hants.gov.uk/support4send

• https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/#

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.getingofar.gov.uk/apprenticeships
https://www.ucas.com/
http://www.hants.gov.uk/support4send
http://www.hants.gov.uk/support4send
http://www.hants.gov.uk/support4send
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/


Contact details

• benia.sztucki@hants.gov.uk

• 07920 539011

• See Tutor/Head of Year/Pastoral Assistant

mailto:benia.sztucki@hants.gov.uk
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