
Year 10 Information Evening

Introduction and welcome

Mr Shaul (Head of Year 10)

Mr Cousins (Deputy Headteacher)



Attendance – Holds the key



How to support as a parent

Research states that parental support is 8 times more important in determining a child’s academic 

success than social class. 

The Campaign for Learning found that good parental involvement in a child’s education can mean the 

difference between a grade 5+ and grade 3 at GCSE. 

The good news is that you don’t need to be an expert in any of the subjects your child chooses to 

make a real difference.

One of the hardest demands on pupils is that of understanding the long-term importance of doing the 

best they can, and learning to shelve short-term fun at times in the interest of long-term benefits.

Children will also differ in their levels of maturity, their ability to take responsibility for their learning, 

organisational skills and levels of motivation. This is where parents come in. Your support, 

encouragement and interest can make a spectacular difference to your child’s motivation and ability to 

cope with the academic and organisational demands of Year 11 and the exam period.



Keeping the motivation up!

✓ Agree the balance between work and social life and stick to the agreement. Again, flexibility is the 
key – if a special night comes up, agree that they can make up the work at a specified time 

✓ All pupils fall behind, feel demotivated or overwhelmed, or struggle with the balance of social, work 

and school demands at times. When your child feels like this, berating them can have a negative 

effect. It is about trying to work with them.

✓ Be flexible – 80/20 rule. If your child is sticking to what they are supposed to be doing 80% of the 

time, they will be doing alright.

✓ If your child asks for your support, encourage them by helping them to see the difficulties in 

perspective. Teenagers often take an all or nothing ‘catastrophic’ approach to difficulties – “I’ve 

messed up this piece of coursework, I might as well give up.” 



What Happens During Year 11?

During Year 11, your child’s timetable will likely be packed with core subjects and two 
or three option subjects. Here’s what typically happens:

Focused Learning: Classes become more specialised as pupils prepare for GCSE exams. Teachers cover key 

topics in-depth, and pupils are expected to engage critically with the material.

Coursework and Assignments: Pupils complete coursework across various subjects, which contributes to their 

final grades. This may include assignments, projects, or practical assessments.

Mock Exams: We will be conducting PPE's (Pre-public exams/mock exams) to simulate the real GCSE 

experience. These help pupils identify strengths and areas needing improvement before the actual exams in 

May/June 2027.

Revision and Study: As exams approach, revision becomes crucial. Pupils should spend time reviewing notes, 

practicing past papers, and consolidating their understanding of each subject. 

Support and Guidance: Teachers/tutors and mentors provide support, advice, and resources to help students 

succeed. Encourage your child to reach out if they need assistance.



Key dates in Year 11

Monday 22 June – Wednesday 
1 July

Year 10 Assessments

Thursday 2 July 2026 City of Portsmouth College Visit

Monday 13 July 2026 Year 10 Assessments Data - Home

Wednesday 7 October 2026 Post 16 Evening

Monday 19 October – Friday 6 
November 2026
Half term (26 – 30 October)

Year 11 Mocks Exams

Wednesday 25 November 2026 Parents Evening

Wednesday 6 January 2027
Monday 11 January 2027

Imedia 
Hospitality & Catering GCSE final Exams

Monday 1 February – Friday 12 
February 2027

PPEs (Pre Public Examinations)

Parents Evening

Monday 10 May – Friday 18 June 
2027 (Draft)

GCSE Examinations 2027 summer series 



Helpful tips and useful sites



Year 10 House and Tutor groups

Portsdown (Red)
10TWW (Mr Webb) and 10ALS (Miss Spence)

1. Main Hall – Miss Spence (English)
2. S1 & S6 – Miss O'Neill & Mrs Ford (Science)
3. E1 – Miss Camburn (Maths)



Portsdown 
10ALS AND 10 TWW

1. Main Hall – Miss 
Spence (English)

2. S1 & S6 – Miss O'Neill 
& Mrs Ford (Science)

3. E1 – Miss Camburn 
(Maths)



Year 10 House and Tutor groups

Castle (Yellow)
10FMR (Miss Rutledge and 10ETA (Mr Ateni)

1. S1 & S6 – Miss O'Neill (Science)
2. E1 – Miss Camburn (Maths)
3. Main Hall – Miss Spence (English)



Castle 
10FMR AND 10ETA

1. S1 & S6 – Miss 
O'Neill (Science)

2. E1 – Miss 
Camburn (Maths)

3. Main Hall – Miss 
Spence (English)



Year 10 House and Tutor groups

Solent (Blue)
10LHJ/RC (Miss Jones/Mrs Carter) and 
10KH (Miss Hope)

1. E1 – Miss Camburn (Maths)
2. Main Hall – Miss Spence (English)
3. S1 & S6 – Miss O'Neill (Science)



Solent 
10LHJ/RC AND 10KH

1. E1 – Miss Camburn 
(Maths)

2. Main Hall – Miss 
Spence (English)

3. S1 & S6 – Miss 
O'Neill (Science)
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