THEME CELEBRATES
OF THE iy
MONTH

7 February 2024
Dear Parents and Carers
Thank you for your support during a very busy Spring half term.

As you may be aware, the school was inspected by Ofsted on Tuesday 30 and Wednesday 31 January. This was
a full Section 5 Inspection that included Deep Dive activities in English, Maths, History, Technology and PE. Many
thanks to the parents who completed the Parent Survey on-line and submitted letters and notes to the
Inspection Team. The pupils were a real credit to the school during the inspection process, many completed an
on-line survey, had their books and coursework reviewed, were interviewed by Inspectors, and welcomed them
into their classrooms. | am still awaiting the final report which | will share with you as soon as | receive it. There
has been a lot of media coverage of Ofsted recently and, while this inspection was very pressured, the
inspection team were very professional, and worked positively with the school throughout the inspection
process.

Year 11 pupils have engaged well with their Pre-Public Examinations for each of their GCSE subjects. The Year
group should be commended for their positive attitudes and readiness for this challenge. The Pre-Public
Examinations continue after the half term break. Pupils have the opportunity for additional revision over the
half term — a detailed schedule of sessions will be shared with pupils by the Head of Year.

A group of Year 10 and Year 11 pupils are spending the first part of their half term break in Berlin. The History
team have planned an action-packed trip — this includes visits to: The Berlin Wall Memorial, Stasi Prison, The
Olympic Stadium, and the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp. We look forward to hearing of their adventures
and sharing pictures on their return.

=== Also, this half term has seen a huge group of Portchester pupils perform in the
% Dance Live 2024 competition at the Portsmouth Guildhall. The Star Wars
-— themed piece was performed to an audience of over 1600. We are awaiting
- ‘ . : . . st
lw) copies of the final video and images from the evening to share with friends and
= families. A highlight of the evening was Jonathan Hodgson being given a
y; special award for his stunning visual effect work on the LED screens.

Lo

Our new House system is now up and running. All pupils are contributing merits to the House totals through
great work in lessons and participation in key events run after school.

For more information of the key events, please visit the @PortchesterPE X (formerly Twitter) feed.
The current points scores are very close - any House could take the lead position.
Portsdown - 6758/Castle - 6845/Solent — 6305.
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The recent House football competition was very successful. February sees an Extreme Reading Challenge!

HOUSE COMPEITTION -
FOOTBALL

s Portchester PE Dept @PortchesterPE - 22 Jan o Portchester PE Dept @ PortchesterlE - 22 jan
' A famastic House competition saw Team Castle win the Year 8 football In the Yr 10 football competition Team Solent claimed top spot!
tournament!

Castle finished 2nd, with Portsdown in 3rd place!
Portsdown claimed 2nd place with Solent finishing 3rd!
@ 30 House Points
30 House Points 20 House Points
@ 20 House Points @ 10 House Points
@ 10 House Points
A great turnout! Well done to everyone who represented their House!
Well done to all involved!

February's House

Competition -
House point for every entry! @ 5 EXTRE M E
Most original picture wins 20 : READ l N G

house points

ke o oh “ a book
Runner up 10 house points ,{ “: :,,’;:f; a?{,%“?}%;?;{g{d ]2?

Entries to be given or emailed 4ol erigial picluve will wi.
to Mrs. Norton (LRC)

Competition closes 1st March
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OTHER NEWS = SITE UPDATE

THE NORTH TOILETS REFURBISHMENT CONTINUES.

- The Local Authority
has awarded the
school a further
£200,000 to
replace and
upgrade all the
windows at the
Castle Street
Centre.

Please see below for the key dates information for the next half term.

Also enclosed with this Newsletter is a parent copy of the National College information about supporting our
young people staying safe on-line — this one is entitled, ‘On-line Content — 10 tips to keep your child safe online’,
and a summary of the Year 9 Parents’ Evening feedback forms.

Thank you for your continued support.
Wishing you and your family a safe and healthy half term break.

Yours sincerely

RO

Mr R Carlyle
Headteacher
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Key dates for next half term:

Monday 19 February — Spring 2 Term starts. Year 11 Pre-Public Examinations continue.
Tuesday 20 February - Full Governing Body Meeting.

Wednesday 21 February — Year 9 Options Evening 6 pm.

Monday 26 February - Years 7 and 8 Data windows opens.

Tuesday 27 February — Year 11 GCSE Music Recording Day.

Wednesday 28 February — Year 11 Blood Brothers trip to the Mayflower Theatre Southampton.
Friday 1 March — Governors’ Finance Meeting 2 pm.

Saturday 2 March — PTA Coffee Morning and Pre-Loved Uniform Sale — Conference Room 10 am — 12 pm.
Monday 4 March — National Careers Week starts.

Thursday 7 March — World Book Day.

Monday 11 March — PTA Meeting 6.30 pm - Conference Room.

Wednesday 13 March - Year 11 Parents’ Evening.

Monday 18 March — INSET Day — Staff Training. School closed to pupils.

Tuesday 19 March — Full Governing Body Meeting.

Wednesday 20 March — PTA Bingo Evening.

Tuesday 26 March — DEAR Period 1.

Wednesday 27 March - HPV vaccinations in school/Year 8 Parents’ Evening.

Thursday 28 March — HPV vaccinations in school/Spring 2 term ends.
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At National Online Safety we believe in |mpowtrh|% parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed canversation about onling safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one issue of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

ONLINE CONTENT

10 tips to keep your children safe online

Theinternet has transformed the ability toaccess content. Many appsthat children useare d'ependent onuser-generated contentwhich
can encourage freedom of expression, imagination andicreativity: However, due'to the sheervolume uploaded everyiday)itican be difficult
for platforms to regulate and moderate everything;whichimeans thatdisturbing or distr wideosoraudio clips can'slip
through the net. That’s whywe've created this guide to provide parentsand qa_rers'\qnth je]] nikeeping children safe online.

Jud u )

MONITOR VIEWING HABITS

Whilst most apps have moderation tools,
inappropriate content can still slipithrough

CHANGE PRINACY SETT INGS

Make accounts private andset
content filters and parental

controls where possible. (BISSUppoT AN

tHEm I EHEYIEEC T

ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING

Talk about what people might post
online and why some posts could
cause distress.

National
Online

®
S Gfety If a child has beenfaffectedibysome

they've seen online, seek support from your:
HWakeU pWednes da” school’s safeguarding lead.” =

www.nationalonlinesafety.com  Twitter- @natonlinesafety  Facebook-/NationalOnlineSafety Instagram - @NatnonalOnl:neSafety

Users of this guide do so at thelr own discretion, No liability is entered into, Current as of the date of release; 16.09.2020




Year 9 Parents' Evening
7th February 2024 - Parent feedback summary

65 returns from parents and carers attending the Parents Evening. 54% of the cohort
Individual comments and responses in the open box are followed up by the appropriate member of staff.

My child makes good progress at the School
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My child feels safe in school
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Communication between home and school is effective
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There is a good range of subjects available.
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Year 9 Parents' Evening
7th February 2024 - Parent feedback summary

My child can take part in clubs and activities
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The school supports my childs wider development
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If SEN/D - support helps them succeed.
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