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Important Update Regarding Portchester Community School Social Media Channels
Dear Parents and Carers,

At Portchester Community School, we have always valued the opportunity to share and celebrate the
achievements, experiences and day-to-day successes of our pupils through our social media channels. We know
that many parents, carers and pupils enjoy the regular updates, photographs and insights into school life that
these platforms provide.

However, in recent weeks, we have become increasingly concerned about the misuse of images taken from our
social media accounts. Advances in technology, including artificial intelligence (Al) tools, have enabled images
to be altered, manipulated and repurposed in ways that can misrepresent individuals and the work of the
school. We have also seen examples of images being corrupted or edited in a manner that creates a risk of
misinformation and potential damage to personal and professional reputations.

After careful consideration, we have taken the difficult decision to close the school's account on X (formerly
Twitter) and to significantly reduce the type of content shared on Instagram, moving primarily to information-
only updates.

This decision has not been taken lightly. We recognise that the overwhelming majority of parents, carers and
pupils use our social media platforms responsibly and appreciate the opportunity to see and celebrate the
excellent work taking place across our school community. We are therefore disappointed that we must reduce
this aspect of our communication.

However, our priority must always be the safeguarding and protection of our pupils and staff. We do not wish
to place images of members of our school community at risk of being manipulated, misrepresented or used in
ways that could undermine the outstanding work taking place at Portchester Community School or negatively
affect individual reputations.

We will continue to communicate important information through our website, emails and our Instagram
account, although Instagram content will focus primarily on key notices, updates and school information rather
than regular photographs of pupils and staff.

We appreciate your understanding and thank you for your continued support as we seek to protect our school
community while maintaining effective communication with families.

Yours sincerely,
R Carlyle

Mr Richard Carlyle
Headteacher
Portchester Community School
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