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warm glow on Chloe as she made breakfast for her family. The aroma

of freshly brewed coffee blended with the scent of French toast, creating
a cozy atmosphere in the Thornton household. Cyrus walked into the
kitchen, his tie slightly askew, and kissed Chloe’s cheek before tousling five-
year-old Cullen’s curly hair and playfully tickling three-year-old Carmel’s
chin.

' he early morning sun streamed through the kitchen window, casting a

“Good morning, my loves,” Cyrus said, his voice warm with affection.
“Who’s ready for another day of adventure?”

Chloe smiled, her heart full as she watched her husband interact with
their children. “Adventure indeed,” she replied, handing Cyrus his travel
mug of coffee. “We’ve got fractions for Cullen and color mixing for Carmel
on the agenda today.” Chloe couldn’t help but feel a mix of excitement and
trepidation about the day ahead. Homeschooling their children had been a
decision she and Cyrus made together, grounded in their desire to provide a
faith-based education and nurture their children’s individual gifts. Yet, some
days, the challenge of balancing it all felt overwhelming.

Sensing his wife’s exhaustion, Cyrus whispered to her, “You've got
this.” He gently squeezed her hand, his eyes conveying the depth of his love
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and support. “Remember the words of Proverbs 22:6: ‘Start children off on
the way they should go, and when they are old, they will not turn from it.”

Chloe nodded, drawing strength from his words and the scripture.
“Thank you,” she said softly. “Have a blessed day at work. We’ll be praying
for your big presentation!” As Cyrus left for his job at the marketing firm,
Chloe turned her attention to the day’s lessons. She had learned early on that
structure was key to successful homeschooling, but flexibility was equally
important. Today, she chose to begin with a nature walk, blending scientific
observation with physical activity. “Alright, explorers,” she announced
cheerfully, “let’s gear up for our morning adventure!”

Cullen and Carmel eagerly put on their explorer hats, adorned with
leaves, vibrant flowers, and other natural elements—a creative touch
introduced by Chloe to make outdoor learning more engaging. As they
ventured into the backyard, Chloe marveled at how their spacious property
had transformed into an extension of their classroom.

“Mom, look!” Cullen exclaimed, pointing to a vividly bright purple
caterpillar inching along a leaf. “Can we learn about butterflies today?”

Chloe smiled, recognizing a teachable moment. “Absolutely! Let’s
observe it carefully, and then we can research its lifecycle when we go back
inside.”

As the morning progressed, Chloe guided her children through various
subjects, weaving biblical principles with academic concepts. She assisted
Cullen with his fractions using apple slices, turning mathematics into a
delicious lesson. For Carmel, color mixing became a joyful exploration of
God’s creativity, with each new shade prompting squeals of delight,
especially when she created bubblegum pink.

By lunchtime, Chloe experienced a sense of accomplishment and a
wave of fatigue. While the children munched on their sandwiches, she
paused to close her eyes and offered a silent prayer of gratitude, asking for
strength as well.

‘Lord, thank You for the opportunity to educate our children at home.
Please grant me patience and wisdom as we go through our day.’



The afternoon presented its own set of challenges. Cullen struggled
with a math assignment, and his frustration grew with each attempt. Chloe
knelt beside him, speaking gently but firmly. “Remember, sweetheart: It’s
okay to find things difficult sometimes. That’s how we grow. Take a deep
breath and try again.”

Meanwhile, Carmel had decided that nap time was optional. Her
energy level appeared boundless as she bounced from one activity to another.
Chloe continually redirected her, all while trying to keep Cullen focused on
his schoolwork.

As the clock ticked closer to Cyrus’ return, Chloe felt both relief and
guilt. She loved homeschooling, but some days left her feeling drained and
unsure of her abilities. She yearned for her husband’s steady presence and
reassuring words.

When Cyrus walked through the door, his face lit up at the sight of his
family. Despite the long day in the office, he immediately engaged with the
children, listening intently to their excited recounts of the day’s lessons
before directing his attention to Chloe. “And how was your day, love?” he
asked, noticing the slight slump in her shoulders.

Chloe sighed, leaning in his embrace. “It was... full,” she replied
honestly. “Sometimes, I wonder if I'm doing enough. Am I truly giving them
everything they need?”

Cyrus gently cupped her face, his eyes brimming with love and
admiration. “Chloe, you are incredible. Our children are thriving because of
your dedication and love. Remember: We're in this together. I love you.” His
words enveloped her, soothing her spirit and reaffirming their partnership
in raising their family. Together, they prepared dinner as the kitchen echoed
with laughter and stories from their day.

After settling the children into bed for the night, Chloe and Cyrus
prayed together, expressing gratitude for their blessings and seeking
guidance for the days ahead. Later, as they sat on the porch swing, cherishing
a rare moment of quiet, Chloe turned to Cyrus, her eyes revealing a mix of



excitement and apprehension. “Cyrus, I... I think I might be pregnant,” she
whispered.

The words hung in the air between them, filled with possibility and a
touch of uncertainty. Cyrus’ eyes widened, a smile slowly spreading across
his face. “Really? Oh, Chloe, that’s wonderful news!” He pulled her close, his
excitement palpable.

Chloe laughed softly, her tears of joy mingling with lingering concerns.
“It is wonderful, but I'm also a bit scared. How will we manage with another
little one? Homeschooling two is already so demanding...” she said, her voice
trailing off, almost as if she were talking to herself.

Cyrus listened attentively, his thumb tracing soothing circles on her
hand. “I understand your concerns, love. But remember, we've faced
challenges before and always come through stronger because of them. This
baby—if you are pregnant—is a blessing from God. We'll figure it out
together, just like we always have.”

His words were filled with faith and love, calming the racing thoughts
in Chloe’s mind. She rested her head on his shoulder, feeling a wave of peace
wash over her. “You're right,” she said softly. “God has always provided for
us, even when the path felt uncertain. This is just another delightful detour
in our journey.”

As they sat together, wrapped in each other’s arms and the evening’s
calm, Chloe reflected on the life they had built together. Balancing
homeschooling, Cyrus’ career, and family life hadn’t always been easy, but
their lives were rich with love, faith, and purpose. The potential of a new life
growing with her filled Chloe with a renewed sense of wonder at God’s plan
for their family. She placed a hand on her belly, saying a silent prayer of
gratitude and hope for the future.

“What are you thinking?” Cyrus asked, noticing her contemplative
expression.

Chloe smiled, her eyes shining with love and determination. “I'm
thinking about how blessed we are and how excited I am for this new chapter



in our lives. Whatever challenges come our way, I know we can face them
together, with God’s grace guiding us.”

Cyrus nodded and pulled her closer. “Together,” he agreed, his voice
filled with love and conviction. “Always together.”

The stars twinkled overhead as the couple sat in comfortable silence.
Their hearts were filled with love for each other, their children, and the
potential new life that might be joining their family. They knew the road
ahead might have its bumps and turns, but with faith as their compass and
love as their strength, they were ready to embrace whatever divine detours
lay ahead... or were they?

As they headed inside to prepare for bed, Chloe and Cyrus looked
toward the future with hope and excitement, eager to write the next
captivating chapter in their ongoing love story.

THE END OF THE FREE SAMPLE

Did you enjoy this free sample and want to read more? You are invited to
pre-order Divine Detours — Part 2: The Thornton Family Saga for ONLY
$12.00 (free shipping in the Continental U.S.) by requesting the order form
at divine.detours.series@gmail.com. For every pre-ordered copy of the
book, an acrylic “FAITH, HOPE, LOVE” bookmark will be included!
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