








​The​​3rd​​Marine​​Division,​​exhausted​​because​​most​​of​​the​​fighting​​had​​taken​​place​
​in​​its​​sector,​​was​​replaced​​by​​the​​Army's​​Americal​​Division​​under​​Major​​General​
​John​​R.​​Hodge​​.​​The​​37th​​Division​​(Army)​​was​​then​​placed​​under​​Griswold's​​XIV​
​Corps.​

​The​​Bougainville​​Beachhead​

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americal_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_R._Hodge


​Allied​​forces​​had​​established​​a​​semi-circular​​perimeter​​in​​the​​jungle,​​protecting​
​three​​precious​​airfields.​​The​​Japanese​​troops​​on​​the​​island​​were​​entrenched​
​further​​inland,​​but​​more​​importantly,​​the​​strong​​Allied​​naval​​and​​air​​presence​​cut​
​them​​off​​from​​resupply​​and​​reinforcement.​​By​​this​​point,​​World​​War​​II​​was​​going​
​badly​​for​​Japan.​



​The​​island​​of​​Bougainville​​itself​​was​​primitive,​​remote,​​and​​rugged—an​​easy​
​place​​for​​the​​Japanese​​to​​hide.​​It​​was​​covered​​by​​dense​​jungle​​and​​several​
​volcanoes,​​one​​of​​which​​is​​visible.​​Earthquakes​​and​​torrential​​downpours​​were​
​frequent​​occurrences.​

​The​​American​​mission​​on​​the​​island​​was​​to​​defend​​the​​perimeter​​around​​the​
​airfields​​shown,​​and​​keep​​tabs​​on​​the​​Japanese​​through​​aggressive​​patrolling.​
​The​​jungle​​was​​thick,​​overgrown,​​and​​as​​Jack​​Morton​​recalled,​​“spooky.”​



​Troops​​of​​the​​23rd​​Americal​​Division​​riding​​an​​abandoned​​Japanese​​tractor​​on​
​Bougainville​

https://www.worldwarphotos.info/gallery/usa/pacific/bougainville/troops-of-the-23rd/#


​Building​​the​​Base​​Camp​

​Drawing​​of​​a​​US​​Army​​Motorpool​​at​​Bougainville​​in​​1944​



​In​​February,​​under​
​the​​threat​​of​​Jap​
​artillery,​​Randolf​
​Scott​​put​​on​​a​​show​
​with​​the​​Americal​
​Dance​​Band.​ ​Scott​
​was​​one​​of​​the​
​leading​​film​​actors​​in​
​starring​​westerns,​
​and​​one​​of​​the​​best​
​interpreters​​of​​the​
​genre.​​Its​​first​
​western​​classics​
​were​​The​​Last​​of​​the​



​Mohicans​​(1936)​​and​​Western​​Union.​​After​​the​​show,​​Scott​​headed​​alone,​
​with​​an​​escort,​​to​​the​​frontlines.​ ​He​​met​​the​​soldiers​​who​​were​​unable​​to​
​attend​​the​​show.​

​In​​March​​,​​the​​Bob​​Hope​​Show​​1​ ​arrived​​with​​Patti​​Thomas​​and​​Jerry​​Colonna.​

​The​​1970​​Version​​in​​Camp​​Eagle​

​1​ ​On​​Christmas​​of​​1970​​my​​unit​​2/502​​of​​the​​101st​​Airborne​​had​​front​​row​​seats​​to​​the​
​Camp​​Eagle,​​Phu​​Bai,​​Vietnam​​version.​ ​Unfortunately,​​the​​weather​​prevented​​my​
​company​​from​​being​​airlifted​​from​​the​​field.​ ​The​​choppers​​could​​not​​fly​​in​​the​​rain​​and​
​the​​fog.​ ​A​​real​​disappointment​​for​​myself​​and​​my​​Father.​



​A​​few​​weeks​​later,​​Jack​​Benny​​arrived​​to​​put​​on​​a​​show.​​He​​brought​​his​​beloved​
​Stradivarius​​violin​​and​​the​​Flying​​Goldbricks​​.​

​Right​​Side​​Picture​​showing​​the​​Flying​​Goldbricks.​​USO​​tour,​​Bougainville,​​WWII.​​The​
​Benny​​Troupe​​Back​​Row,​​L-R:​​Jack​​Benny​​and​​Larry​​Adler​​Front​​Row,​​L-R:​​Jean​
​Brummer,​​Martha​​Tilton,​​Carole​​Landis.​

​Jack​​Benny​​was​​followed​​by​​singer​​and​​dancer​​Peggy​​Alexander​​a​​few​​days​​after.​
​Then,​​a​​few​​days​​later,​​Agnes​​Davis,​​a​​soprano​​from​​the​​Metropolitan​​Opera​
​performed.​

​I​​remember​​my​​father,​​David,​​recalling​​personally​​meeting​​Bob​​Hope,​
​Martha​​Raye,​​Jerry​​Colonna,​​and​​Jack​​Benny.​​He​​said​​the​​islands​​were​​a​



​dangerous​​place,​​but​​they​​came.​ ​Japanese​​forces​​on​​Bougainville​​were​​still​
​strong​​and​​organized​​in​​the​​first​​months​​of​​1944.​

​The​​bravery​​of​​the​​performers​​was​​astounding.​ ​In​​Vietnam,​​I​​never​​got​​to​
​see​​an​​American​​show,​​but​​I​​saw​​several​​performers​​from​​Taiwan,​​the​
​Philippines,​​and​​South​​Korea.​ ​At​​any​​time,​​at​​the​​outdoor​​theaters​​enemy​
​mortars​​and​​artillery​​could​​hit​​the​​show.​ ​Some​​performers​​got​​killed​​in​
​Vietnam.​

​One​​famous​​performer​​in​​Vietnam​​was​​Colonel​​Martha​​Raye,​​who​​was​​not​
​only​​a​​comedian,​​singer,​​and​​actress​​but​​also​​a​​trained​​nurse.​ ​She​​would​
​often​​relieve​​nurses​​in​​the​​base​​hospitals​​between​​shows.​ ​She​​was​
​wounded​​twice​​and​​is​​buried​​at​​Fort​​Bragg.​

​https://cherrieswriter.com/2020/05/09/who-was-colonel-maggie/​

https://cherrieswriter.com/2020/05/09/who-was-colonel-maggie/


​In​​March​​,​​they​​launched​​a​​massive​​counterattack​​against​​the​​American​
​perimeter.​​The​​battle​​commenced​​with​​a​​massive​​artillery​​bombardment​​of​​the​
​entire​​American​​sector​​on​​the​​morning​​of​​March​​8.​​Their​​objective​​was​​to​​drive​
​the​​American​​forces​​back​​into​​the​​sea​​and​​retake​​the​​airfields.​​But​​despite​​the​
​heaviest​​concentration​​of​​artillery​​support​​that​​the​​Japanese​​would​​mount​​during​
​the​​entire​​Solomons​​campaign,​​the​​offensive​​was​​doomed.​​Japanese​​intelligence​
​greatly​​underestimated​​the​​size​​of​​American​​forces​​on​​the​​island.​​Allied​​artillery​
​and​​airpower​​struck​​back​​to​​essentially​​silence​​the​​Japanese​​artillery​​barrage.​
​The​​battle​​began​​in​​earnest​​the​​following​​day,​​and​​over​​the​​next​​week,​​three​
​separate​​Japanese​​assault​​groups​​threw​​themselves​​against​​the​​semicircular​
​defensive​​line,​​as​​seen​​on​​the​​map.​

​The​​Japanese​​offensive,​​although​​outnumbered​​overall,​​directed​​massive​​forces​
​at​​key​​positions​​in​​overwhelming​​numbers.​​The​​initial​​assault​​on​​Hill​​260,​​still​
​outside​​the​​main​​American​​perimeter,​​consisted​​of​​perhaps​​1300​​Japanese​
​soldiers​​of​​the​​“Muda”​​group.​​The​​defenders​​on​​top​​of​​the​​hill,​​composed​
​primarily​​of​​men​​from​​the​​182nd’s​​Company​​G,​​had​​only​​78​​men​​to​​hold​​back​​the​



​assault.​​They​​were​​quickly​
​overwhelmed.​​The​​Japanese​
​advanced​​up​​the​​southeast​
​corner​​of​​the​​hill,​​throwing​
​themselves​​across​​barbed​
​wire​​when​​necessary.​​They​
​promptly​​took​​the​​area​​around​
​the​​OP​​Tree​​(shown​​in​​the​
​picture).​​The​​Banyan​​tree,​
​home​​of​​the​​precious​
​O​​bservation​​P​​ost,​​and​​the​​key​
​objective​​of​​the​​battle,​​lay​​in​
​ruins​​after​​the​​fighting​​while​
​small​​forces​​of​​survivors​​from​
​the​​original​​garrison​​held​​on​
​desperately.​

​The​​orders​​from​​on​​high​​to​
​the​​American​​forces​​on​​the​
​hill​​were​​clear:​​“Hold​​at​​all​
​costs.”Adhering​​to​​the​​orders​
​to​​hold,​​officers​​of​​the​​182nd​
​threw​​wave​​after​​wave​​of​

​attacks​​at​​the​​Japanese​​positions​​on​​Hill​​260.​​Occasional​​success​​was​​met​​with​
​a​​Japanese​​counterattack.​​The​​fighting​​went​​on​​for​​days.​​This​​report,​​signed​​by​
​Lieutenant​​Colonel​​Dexter​​Lowry,​​commanding​​officer​​of​​the​​2nd​​Battalion,​
​recounts​​the​​first​​two​​days​​of​​the​​battle​​in​​excruciating​​detail.​​Men​​from​​Company​
​G​​was​​lost​​in​​the​​initial​​Japanese​​attack,​​and​​still​​more​​were​​lost​​in​​a​​failed​
​American​​counterattack​​on​​the​​hill​​on​​11​​March.​​Numerous​​men​​from​​Company​
​G​​were​​awarded​​medals​​for​​bravery​​during​​this​​11​​March​​attack​​and​​subsequent​
​retreat.​

​As​​the​​battle​​settled​​into​​a​​routine​​of​​American​​counterattack​​and​​retreat,​​artillery​
​support​​from​​behind​​the​​lines​​began​​to​​take​​a​​toll​​on​​the​​Japanese​​entrenched​​on​
​top​​of​​the​​hill.​​Throughout​​the​​battle,​​perhaps​​10,000​​rounds​​of​​artillery​​and​
​mortar​​fire​​were​​dropped​​on​​the​​South​​Knob​​of​​the​​hill.​


