A 155mm howitzer of the
155th Sea Coast Defense
fires a round on
Bougainville during the
Japanese attack.

The insistence on head-on thrusts up the hill began to take a terrible toll on
American units. In the photo taken on March 15, a soldier on the ground buries
his head in his hands, weeping over a friend killed on Hill 260.



This photo, taken on March 19, shows the crest of Hill 260 through a dense
growth of trees. Artillery fire can be seen exploding on top of the hill. In the
foreground are barbed wire fencing and discarded supplies.
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OFERATIONS OF HILL 280
From 0500, 10 March 1944 to P00, 11 March 1944
Criginal Garrison

2nd Lt. Roush Commoanding
2nd L, Hogan 2nd in Command

Gecrge Co. 56 Riflemen and 9 mon from the S0mm morter section.
How Jo. 15 ¥en from Machine 0wun secticom and 2 Slmm obasrvera.
Ragzt. Hq. Co, 2 Radis Operatora.

2d Bn Hq. Co. "% Intellizence Obaservers.

2h5th F.A. & Observers () Officer and 5 BM).

Aid len 2 From 2nd Bn. Hedical

Total = 75 EN and 5 Officers.

a for 5 daya {90 cases "0Y)
for 5 deya (3 units)

Tho a.t.fauk by the Japanese sfarted at 0610, 10 March 1984 (See overlay).
LY. Hogan moved out from the Mortar CP at 0530, to maks a peracnal rec—
onnaissiance for an attemrt to restore the perimeter by local coumtsr
attacls, this was the lest time Lt. Hogan was ason.

The attack dome ot the South"Emst cornsr of the pearimeter snd by 1020 the
# Jepanese, eatimated et ome Rifle Oo. with a heavy machine gun platoon
attnched, nad nenetreted te = point shown on'overlay # 1.

There were an eatimnted 20 men of the garrison holding the South perimeter
artg 42 holding the Northern snd. We had no commmication at this time
betveen the North and South, tue to the Japanese having made the nenetra-
tion between the two eand they had then cut the wires. %
For Oo. reecsived orders to retale Hill 260 at 0755 and moved out at 0753,
CGol. Lowry rocelved orders to take charge et 0830 and left the Bn. CP
ot OBLO. At 0830, Georze Co. wao orderod to hold open the line of ocom=
) ..*minat.iun to Fox Co. At 0845, Easy Co. was ordered out, they reported
“across the Eagle River to Ool. Lowry ‘at 0910, George Oo. had not ;,mt
moved from the R R L. 0Ool. Lowry took parw'ml cormand of Basy Co, and
hed ‘radic contact with Pox Gn.

At 0930, commmicaticn wzs 'mda with Lt, Stone at the South end of Hill
260 and the decision was resched (it vas then beleived the entire Socuth
end was over-run by Javanese) to move Fox Co. to the North and reinforce
$he garriscn, giving & strong holding forge om the Nerthern end. . This
forge arrived at 1020 end Lt. Stone, Pox Uo, nssumed commend of the Nerth-
. arn perimster.
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