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OCTOBER 23rd   

DECEMBER 18th 121st Christmas Bird Count 

     Please join us for our old fashioned outdoor Halloween party. 
This event will hopefully be our first annual event that your going 
to look forward to year after year. Come all dressed up in your 
Halloween costumes. Don’t have one? That’s fine, don’t worry, 
just be here because your going to love it! It’s going to be fun for 
all ages!  
     In our open picnic area we will have lots of relay games set 
up… from concocting your own witches brew (with plastic ingre-
dients) that will place a spell on you. To the vampire vamoose, 
scarecrow scamper, eyeball relay, reconstructing a skeleton and 
more. Don’t forget to bring a pumpkin because we will have 
pumpkin carving (with the safe plastic handled parent approved actual pumpkin carving kits). 

Best of all the mess won’t be at your house and you get to 
help our wildlife! Their going to love your tasty pumpkin 
guts. Prizes will be awarded for best carved pumpkins and 
a variety of costume categories.  A photo opportunity 
banner will make for fun social media posts!  
     Tired after all these adventures?! Well then it’s time for 
a hayride through the prairie. Halfway through you can be 
dropped off for a spooky walk through the hedge row. No 
telling who or what may be waiting in there to entertain 
you. At the end of that you will be picked up again to con-
tinue on your hayride.  

     You will also have time to just bring a lawn chair and 
hang out and enjoy old friends, maybe even make some new ones. You can enjoy a walk on any 
of our many other trails. David’s lawnmower got a mind of its own, so now we have a new trail! 
In the future we’ll get a sign up for the “inner passage “. It is located on the south side of wood-
land trail. You are up close to the trees on the north side and prairie expanded to the south.  
 Steve Cassel has expanded our parking on Stimmel  Rd and opened the barrier to allow strollers. 

Pumpkin races 
and the scarecrow 
scamper 

Run races with an eyeball in a spoon! 

Bring your pumpkins to carve and leave the 
mess for the wildlife!! 

This year will mark the 121st year of conducting the annual Christmas bird count by the National Audubon Society. 
Started on Christmas day in 1900 this activity has continued every year. The Smoky Hills Audubon Society has conducted 
an annual count since its local formation in 1976. This year the Christmas Bird Count will begin at 8:00 am at Lakewood 
Discovery Center with participants, and often members of the news media, reviewing the area to be covered. After the 
group breaks into 4 teams, they will head out to count every bird they can find. After birding all morning the teams will 
return to Lakewood Discovery Center to compare notes and head back out for the afternoon.  This is a great opportuni-
ty to get out and explore every mile of every road in the county’s designated 15 mile radius circle. It is a great oppor-
tunity to get some fresh air, make friends and see rural parts of the community never before seen. The Christmas bird 
count is for people of all ages and all experience levels.   

Teams will work 4 different quadrants of the city contact Byron Grauerholz blgrauerholz@yahoo.com 

mailto:blgrauerholz@yahoo.com


The View from My Perch 
Cheryl Higgins,   President  SHAS  

     As your SHAS president for the 2021-2022 year I would like to introduce myself and how I 
came to love our organization and the Sanctuary. It all began when my husband David and I 

moved into the “neighborhood” of the sanctuary on Stimmel Rd in 1996 with our two small chil-
dren Jessica and Melissa (we are now blessed to share it with our grandchildren Lucas and Carson). 
We attended bird walks with Doug Rudick. I still have to admit that bird identification is not my 
strong suit. What I do love though is being submerged in nature. Throughout the many years we have 

walked or rode bikes to the sanctuary, dreaming of the future and cherishing past memories, thinking 
when we retire we would love to help maintain and be part of this wonderful place. Now David 

maintains the trails and works on making improvements with all the wonderful people that we 
have on the board. We get so excited when we see people at the sanctuary. Surprisingly we meet people that find us 
on google and stop for a break while traveling through our state. We have also come across old friends that we haven’t 
seen for a long time. I hope that you too will come out and enjoy all that the sanctuary has to offer. My one request is 
that you please help us spread the word on what a wonderful place we have. Make sure we have your email on file so 
that we can keep you updated on future events. I’d love to hear about your favorite experiences or ideas for future 
plans. We are open to suggestions so if you see me please stop me or feel free to contact me. dcjmhiggins@hotmail.com 

Sanctuary Activities by David Higgins 

     We are pleased to share that we have replaced the floor in our bird blind and the Ambucs Club has changed out from 
the steps to a handicap ramp. We have added a short trail on the North side right before you get to the pond. It goes 
down to the marshy area. Maybe once the leaves fall and we can see a little better it can be extended. Some of the 
benches are getting replaced as well as some of the blue bird houses. A new picnic table has been added next to the 
shore line with the existing table. Steve Cassel has reworked the parking on Stimmel road to allow angle parking and 
more capacity. He also put an opening in the cable to allow a wheelchair to pass through the old cable barrier.  

     Trees have been removed so that if you can’t walk the trails you can still have a good view of the pond from the park-
ing area to the East. Also we have been trying to keep some of the trees down around the pond to promote a better view 
from the trails as well. There are also new signs on the trails to help with identification of dragonflies, frogs and turtles.   

A big THANK YOU 
to the morning 

Ambucs for our 

handicap accessible 

ramp to our blind! 

From left Brad Daily, Jerry Base, Jim Cram, 
Dave Holmgren, Richard Anderson, Larry Den-
ning, Ken DuBois. Not pictured Dave Burnett 



JULY JULY 

A guided Bird Walk through the Sanctuary on a Satur-
day morning drew about 25 regulars and some new 
visitors! 

Hosted by Kaleb Kroeker 
the group took a leisurely 
tour through the woods  
with Kaleb offering bird-
ing advice. 

Participants were able 
to give their binoculars 
a workout! 

About 40 people attended the trip to Maxwell to see the buffalo and explore 
the prairie for wildflowers. Promoted by email the group had a great time. Be 
sure to watch for our activities www.smokyhillsaudubon.com  

Spider walk with Dustin 
Wilgers drew a crowd 
to the Sanctuary. 

It was a short line to let 
a tarantula walk across 
your hand! 

A joint activity with the 
Astronomy club let us 
see the rings of Saturn! 
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PRESIDENT Cheryl Higgins dcjmhiggins@hotmail.com 
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TREASURER Mark Neubrand markneubrand@gmail.com 785-820-1271 

SECRETARY Mark Neubrand markneubrand@gmail.com 785-820-1271 

SMOKY HILLS AUDUBON HAROLD LEAR 

WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

David Higgins dcjmhiggins@hotmail.com  785-577-2409 The 67 acre Sanctuary 
located at 2800 West Stimmel Road is open to the public from dawn to dusk and 
has 2.5+ miles of hiking trails of prairie, woodlands and pond banks. 

AUDUBON OF KANSAS Neva Heikes nevaheikes@gmail.com 

HOSPITALITY Kathie Roy, 785-392-2002, droy@dsoelectricwb.com 

FACEBOOK Mark Neubrand, markneubrand@gmail.com  

CERTIFIED BACKYARD HABITAT Bonnie Neubrand neubrandb@yahoo.com and Linda Reynolds linda@rlopalaw.net 

PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN Mark Neubrand markneubrand@gmail.com 785-820-1271 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Mark Neubrand markneubrand@gmail.com  

BOARD MEMBERS  
Cheryl Higgins, David Higgins, Mark Neubrand, Bonnie Neubrand, Kathie Roy, 
Neva Heikes, Steve Cassel, Linda Reynolds 

SHAS WEB SITE https://www.smokyhillsaudubon.com 

AUDUBON OF KANSAS WEBSITE http://www.audubonofkansas.org 

Activities Calendar 
December 18th Christmas Bird Count—Join a 
group to count birds in one of 4 quadrants of the 
city. Identify - Count - Record - all skills are needed. 
November 6th Quivira National Wildlife Refuge—
Details to come—Watch our Website! 
October 23rd Halloween outdoor activities at the 
Sanctuary. Dress in a costume, bring some children, 
some pumpkins and come out for fun! 

Looking for us on the web? The Smoky Hills Audubon 
Website has been completely revised by Mark Neu-
brand. We invite you to explore the website. If you 
have suggestions or contributions contact Mark at 
markneubrand@gmail.com  

Photo by Mark Neubrand 

  If you would like to support Smoky Hills Audubon by becoming a supporting 
member, please use the enclosed contribution form and response envelope. We 
cannot continue to function without the continued support of our local members. 
This newsletter is mailed to subscribers of the National Audubon Magazine and 
members of the National Audubon Society. It is also mailed to anyone that has 
shared their address and requested more information on our activities. The best 
was to stay “in the know” is to send your email address to 
markneubrand@gmail.com and we will contact you with future events. 

mailto:droy@dsoelectricwb.com
mailto:mneubrand@cox.net
http://www.smokyhillsaudubon.com
http://www.audubonofkansas.org

