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Sick child, Illness and Medication Policy

If children are sick or unwell we ask that they stay away from nursery. This is to ensure they receive the care they need at home and to protect other children who attend nursery. We will care for children with minor coughs and colds and those who are teething. However, if children are running a high temperature, are very unwell or are infectious we cannot provide care for them. We cannot, however, accept any child into nursery who has had Calpol/painkillers. If a child has had to have medication at home, they are not well enough to attend the setting.

If children are taken sick whilst at nursery we will make them as comfortable as possible and if necessary isolate them from other children. We will then contact parents/carers immediately to arrange collection of the child as soon as possible. Please make sure we can always contact someone on the emergency contact list at all times as it may be necessary to verbally arrange an emergency dose of infant paracetamol for your child if they are running a high fever. 

If a child develops a fever while at nursery, measures to control and reduce the temperature will be taken until the parent collects the child. These include:
· Removing layers of clothing.
· Providing plenty of cool drinks.
· Ensuring the environment remains cool but not cold.

If we are concerned that a child’s temperature cannot be controlled suitably and the parent/carer is delayed in collecting the child we can administer infant paracetamol. This should only happen when the parent/carer has been contacted by telephone to confirm to that infant paracetamol can be administered on their behalf. The details of this agreement (staff names, time of phone call, parent name etc) must be recorded on the medication form and signed by two members of staff. 

If 2 or more children are ill from food poisoning Ofsted will be notified within14 working days.
Any serious illnesses or notifiable illnesses will be notified to Ofsted within 14 days.

If a child has a communicable infection or disease (please see details of these on the notice board) they must remain absent from nursery during the infectious period. If a child suffers from diarrhoea or sickness they must not return to nursery until 48 hours after the last bout. If a child develops sickness or diarrhoea whilst at nursery we will contact parents/carers who should collect the child immediately.

If we are at all concerned about a child’s health while they are at nursery we will contact parents/carers to discuss the matter further. If we feel a child is so sick that they require emergency treatment we will call for an ambulance. Wherever possible, a member of staff will accompany the child to the hospital. Every effort will be made to ensure parents remain informed at all times.




Medication
If the child is taking prescribed medicine, the following procedure will be followed.

The child’s parent/carer will administer any medication wherever possible. If this is not possible, the medicine must be clearly labelled with the child’s name, dosage and any other details prescribed by the doctor. The medicine must be in its original container. Where there is any doubt, professional advice and guidance will be sought before staff administer the medicine.

Parents should complete a short term medicine form giving details of:
· The date
· The name of the medication
· The time and details of last dose given
· Storage details
· Parent and carer signature

Medicine will be administered by a qualified member of staff who holds a current first aid certificate. Details about times and doses given will be recorded on the short term medicine form. Another member of staff will observe the medication being given to the child and will countersign the medicine form. The collecting adult should sign the form at the end of the day, observing the times and doses of medicine that has been administered.

All medicine will be kept away from the children in the medication box or in the fridge in accordance with COSHH guidelines.

Medical Conditions
If a child has a specific medical condition which nursery should be aware of, parents are asked to complete a Medical Condition Form giving as much information as possible so staff can care for the child adequately while at nursery. It may be in the child’s interest for us to work closely with other professionals involved with the child and we will endeavour to make links where appropriate. We aim to ensure staff are suitably trained and supported to work with children who have different conditions or illnesses.

Long Term Medication
If a child is taking medication on a long term basis for a medical condition a long term medication form must be completed by the parent/carer.  This should include information about the medical condition, the medication (storage details and expiry date), dosage and time and parent signature. The medication should be stored in the room out of reach of children or in the fridge as required. Staff should complete the form each time medication is given and the collecting adult should countersign the form at the end of the session.

Please note that from the 1st September 2008 we will be unable to administer medication that has not been prescribed for a child.
Incubation period for illness and infections please see Health Protection Agency Poster (Office/Main Reception)
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