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Southwestern Adventure is divided into two parts: Part 1 covers 41 archaeological sites and
museums, and Part 2 examines the history, culture, and archaeology of the Mogollon,
Hohokam, Salado, and Sinagua.
As a travel guide, this book may be used for individual sites or followed as a two-week
tour. The two-week tour is set in a circle and may be started at any point and in either
direction. Each individual section contains an in-depth description of the archaeological
site or museum along with a detailed tour. There are maps and site-plans plus additional
information concerning the archaeology and/or history of the place.
As a book for history lovers, readers can immerse themselves in the lives of peoples of the
Southwestern territory, some dating back to 10,000 and 8000 B.C. This section contains a
detailed history as well as the archaeology of each of the four ancient peoples and their
relative culture, along with the Paleo-Indian and Folsom periods of history. Also included
is a section on the history of the Apache.
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INTERVIEW WITH
MICHAEL
WHAT ABOUT THE AMERICAN SOUTHWEST DREW YOU
TO WRITE THIS BOOK?
The first archaeological ruins I ever saw was the Gila Cliff dwellings in
New Mexico, this was in 1979. This site sparked an interest in both the
ruins and the people who once occupied these homes, and, combined
with my love of the desert and canyons, has led to a life-long fascination
with the Southwest.

WHEN YOU STARTED WRITING, DID YOU KNOW YOU
WANTED SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTURE TO BE PART TRAVEL
BOOK AND PART HISTORICAL STUDY?
Southwestern Adventure follows the same format as my first travel guide,
The Grand Circle Tour, with both a travel section and a history. Most
books are either one or the other but I feel this method gives guidance
and something for the more curious. It is the type of book I would have
liked to have found in those first years of my own travels using only an
atlas.

WHAT WAS THE MOST INTERESTING THING YOU
LEARNED OR SAW IN YOUR TIME WRITING THE BOOK?
There were many interesting facts uncovered during my research on the
book, but especially the engineering achievements of the Hohokam. With
a background in Classical Studies, I am well aware of the great building
program of the ancient Romans, especially their talents at moving water.
The Hohokam made the deserts of southern Arizona bloom, a feat the
Romans would have been in awe of. No other culture in the ancient
America’s reached the level of water control and management as did the
Hohokam.
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DIVE INTO THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL WONDERS AND INDIGINOUS
CULTURES OF THE SOUTHWESTERN UNITED STATES
FLAGSTAFF, Arizona - April 7, 2021 - Michael Royea releases "Southwestern Adventure,"
an archaeological delve into the indigenous tribes of the American Southwest, including
the Mogollon, Hohokam, Salado, and Sinagua nations.
"Southwestern Adventure" is divided into two parts: first, a section detailing the
archaeological sites and museums in the Southwest, and second, a section describing the
history and culture of the indigenous cultures behind the sites. The book is meant to act
as a guide for a two-week tour around prominent archaeological sites in the area. First, a
reader can become familiar with the sites, the museums, and the pieces and architecture
displayed there; then, the book teaches the reader the historical significance behind what
they have seen.
While the book is a must-have for sightseers and travelers, the history buff at home won't
be lost. The book has detailed descriptions and pictures and even has maps and site-plans
of each individual site. Any history lover will become absorbed instantly in the lives of
indigenous peoples dating back to as early as 10,000 BCE. Each of these four ancient
cultures is deeply explored, as well as how they link together, and there is even a section
on the history of the Apache.
All in all, this book is a can't-miss for any nonfiction fans who enjoy the southwest or
indigenous cultures.
About the Book
As a travel guide, this book may be used for individual sites or followed as a two-week
tour. The two-week tour is set in a circle and may be started at any point and in either
direction. Each individual section contains an in-depth description of the archaeological
site or museum along with a detailed tour. There are maps and site-plans plus additional
information concerning the archaeology and/or history of the place.
As a book for history lovers, readers can immerse themselves in the lives of peoples of the
Southwestern territory, some dating back to 10,000 and 8000 B.C. This section contains a
detailed history as well as the archaeology of each of the four ancient peoples and their
relative culture, along with the Paleo-Indian and Folsom periods of history. Also included
is a section on the history of the Apache.
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DAY 1

BOOK EXCERPT

SALINAS PUEBLO MISSIONS NATIONAL MONUMENT

The Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument is comprised of three sites;
Abo, Quarai and Gran Quivira (also known as Las Humanas) which were
combined in 1980 to form the Monument. The main visitor center is in
Mountainair, NM on the corner of Broadway (US 60) and Ripley Avenue. There
are smaller visitor centers at each site. There is even a motel, campgrounds,
and other amenities in Mountainair. Elevations vary from 6,100 to 6,600 feet
(1,860-2,012 m). From the main visitor center, you can travel about 11 miles (18
km) west to Abo, 8 miles (13 km) north to Quarai, and 25 miles (40 km) south to
Gran Quivira.
The Salinas Missions are the best examples of original 17th century Spanish
church construction in the Southwest because most other missions in the
region were either destroyed in the 1680 pueblo revolt, or drastically renovated
in the 1800s. Quarai is the most complete and best preserved. Gran Quivira
has the only example of an unfinished church, which is invaluable for the study
of construction techniques at that time. There is also a wonderful, excavated
pueblo at the site.

1. ABO MISSION RUINS
GETTING THERE

From Albuquerque, follow I-25 south to exit 195 for Belen and Business-25.
The road curves around to Main Street which is NM 309. Once in Belen, stay on
NM 309 which turns left and follows Reinken Avenue at the traffic light just
past Walgreens. As soon as you cross the Rio Grande, turn right onto NM 47.
Continue south on NM 47 to US 60 and turn left. Abo, the first stop, is 13 miles
(21 km) from this junction and will be on the left. A short, paved road, CR 513,
leads to the site. The driving time from Albuquerque is 1 1⁄2 hours.
If coming from Springerville, Arizona, stay on US 60 east to Socorro and I-25.
Head north on I-25 to exit 175 for US 60 east. It is about 30 miles (48 km) from
this point to Abo.

From Springerville, AZ, the driving time is 3 1⁄2 hours.
*(If you are traveling counterclockwise: From Quarai return to Mountainair
and turn right (west) on US 60. It is about 11 miles (18 km) to Abo. The turn is
on the right and takes you onto a short, paved road, CR 513. Driving time is 30
minutes.)

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

The Monument is open daily from 9 AM to 6 PM in the summer and 9 AM to 5
PM in the winter. This archaeological site is closed on Christmas Day, New
Year’s Day, and Thanksgiving Day. Picnic tables are available at each location
as well as restrooms. There is no entrance fee, but donations are appreciated.
The Monument’s contact information is as follows:
Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument
P.O. Box 517,
Mountainair, New Mexico 87036-0517
Tel. 505-847-2585
www.nps.gov/sapu

TOURING ABO

Allow 1 to 2 hours. Letters in parenthesis refer to areas designated on Plan 1.
When you approach the ruins from the south, park near the main visitors’
center which is directly east of the ruins. There are nice views of the convento,
the section nearest the parking lot, and the remains of the mission. The easy
trail begins in front of the visitors’ center on the right, which is the northeast
corner. The remains of the convento spread out to your left and was the living
and work areas of the mission.
The first mission was built by Fray Francisco Fonte between 1622 and 1627.
The second church, the remains you see today, was the result of renovations
by Fray Francisco Acevedo who became head priest at Abo in 1640. He
enlarged the church between 1645 and 1651 and then worked on the convento
from 1657 to 1658. A few minor changes were made by others from 1660 to 1665
and again in 1667 to 1672. The site was abandoned in 1673 and never
reoccupied.

The first rooms next to the trail (a) were stables for the mission’s animals and
date to the reconstructions of Acevedo when the convento was enlarged. The
corral, the rooms along the east end (toward the visitors’ center) and the row
on the south side (h) also date to this period. The walled gardens for the
mission along with grazing land for their cattle was located to the right of the
trail. Beyond these gardens fields of wheat were grown. Where the trail turns
left, by marker 3, notice the narrow room (b) straight ahead. It appears to be a
long room divided by several partitions but was in fact an interior latrine. It
was added during the renovations of the convento in the 1660s and was not a
turkey pen, an early, but erroneous, interpretation.
Turning left you will find yourself in the refectory, or dining hall (c). This was
originally one room but was divided into two when the latrine was added,
though this room had different functions through time. You next enter the east
side of the ambulatorio (d), a covered hall which surrounded the courtyard. An
interesting feature of the courtyard is the kiva (e) in the center. During the
original construction in 1623, the west section of the ambulatorio (next to the
church) was farther west. This was when the kiva was built. The kiva is 17 feet (5
m) in diameter and 7 feet deep (2 m). It is not known why this symbol of
Puebloan religion, a symbol that in later years would be condemned and
destroyed by the friars, was built next to the mission. It does appear to have
been at least partially filled in during the reconstructions by Acevedo, but it is
not known how long it was in use.
The first door on the left in the eastern section of the ambulatorio, at marker
6, leads into the corral and divided the storage rooms (f), on your left facing
the corral, from the kitchen (g), on the right. Originally there was only one
storage room, but later renovations divided it into two. A small room was
added at some point on the east side that extended into the corral. This room
was entered through a window and there is speculation that it was two stories
high and built as a secure storage area.
The next door on the left was the kitchen (g). A large open hearth was on the
left wall. Just past the kitchen is a long hall that fronted the cells (h), or living
quarters, of the friars. The one directly in front of you was the largest and
belonged to the guardian, or head priest. Each consisted of two rooms; one
was an office and the other was meant for sleeping. These rooms were built
during the reconstructions by Acevedo.

during the reconstructions by Acevedo. At a later time, the guardian’s room
and the next cell was connected by a door to form a large suite and an exterior
door with a porch was added. This can be seen at marker 8. This door allowed
the friar access to his suite without going through the public area. Continue to
the end of the hall by the stairs (i). These stairs led up to the roof of a ground
floor room which was one of the last additions. The only way to gain access
was through a trap door in the roof. The same type of secure storage room has
been found at other missions. It is thought to have been built because of an
extended drought in the late 1660s which created a food shortage.
From this point, retrace your steps past the kitchen and head to the other end
of the hall and the door on the left. This was the porteria (j), or reception area,
where visitors who had business with the priest would wait. There was a
fireplace in the corner to the right and stone benches to sit on. Continue
around the courtyard to marker 11 (k). This is the entrance to the exterior stairs
which led to the choir loft and was added during Acevedo’s renovations.
Originally, a wooden ladder inside the church had been used to gain access to
the choir. Acevedo used space from the south end of the sacristy storeroom (l)
for this stairwell which consisted of two steps leading to a landing, followed by
ten more to a second landing where the entrance to the choir was located.
The long narrow room to the right was the sacristy storeroom (l) which was
originally part of the ambulatorio. The new ambulatorio in turn used used part
of the courtyard which is why the wall on this side is so much closer to the kiva
than the other three. Continuing along the path, you will enter the sacristy (m)
where the sacred garments and objects were kept. There was an altar on the
north end for the private use of the priest. These are all from Acevedo’s
renovations.
Turn left to enter the church. The altar (n) was on the right, in the north end
of the church, and the nave (p) was to the left. There were steps up to the altar,
the most sacred place in the church, with a wooden banister on each side. If
you look to the south on the floor there is an outline of flat stones demarking
the back wall of the original church. Acevedo extended the length of the
church, built this new altar, and added the transepts (o), or wings, on each side
of the nave beyond the point where the original building had ended. In this
way, he could enlarge the church without tearing down the entire building. The

roof was raised, balconies were added in each of the transepts, as well as a
catwalk 22 feet (6.7 m) above the floor that connected these balconies and
would have been over your head (at the north end of the wings). There were
two altars in each transept for a total of five in the church. Screens were placed
across the transepts flush with the walls of the nave to shield the altars.
Acevedo also added a clerestory where the new section began which allowed
the southern light to flow onto the steps in front of the altar during the
Christmas celebrations, though the light never reached the altar itself.
The height to the bottom of the clerestory was 26 feet (8 m) and continued up
to 35 feet (10.6 m) at the top. Due to the added height, Acevedo had buttresses
placed against the west and north walls. As a method of dispersing the weight
of the roof on the top of the original narrow walls, he had beams 40 feet (12 m)
long by 1 foot (30 cm) square set in place. In this way, the vigas that spanned
across the nave did not sit directly on the stone wall, with all the weight on a 1foot (30 cm) space but spread the force over the 9-foot (2.7 m) interval between
beams. An ingenious method for the time. These massive beams, each
weighing nearly one ton, as well as the large vigas, would have been lifted into
place using an A-frame on which were suspended pulleys and ropes. Acevedo
also had corbels set under the end of each viga. These were the same size as
the vigas but were 9 1⁄2 feet (2.9 m) long directly under the viga with a second
beam 6 1⁄2 feet (2 m) long under the first and set 2 1⁄2 feet (0.75 m) into the wall
(See Figure 1).
Walk to the transepts (o). There were two altars in each and balconies set 16
1⁄2 feet (5 m) above the floor. From this point, wooden ladders rose to the
catwalk a further 5 1⁄2 feet (1.6 m). There was a wooden railing on each side of
the catwalk. On the south end of the west transept, your right if facing away
from the altar, the stairs went up 4 1⁄2 feet (1.4 m) to a platform from which the
bell was rung. The bell was 27 1⁄2 feet (8.4 m) from the floor.
Some sections on the walls of the nave have been resurfaced to give the
original appearance of the adobe interior, though it was whitewashed. There
were paintings and designs decorating the inside of the church. Toward the
south end, there is a door on the right that led to the baptistery (q). This was
where baptisms were performed, but in the original church it was inside the
nave under the choir. Over the entrance on the inside was the choir loft. In the

first church, there was a ladder to gain access, but Acevedo added the exterior
stairs which you passed at marker 11 (k). Just outside the doors was the portal,
a roofed porch, above which was a balcony and windows to illuminate the
choir.
Directly in front of the church and to the left was the cemetery. The remains
of structures visible to the right were probably the rooms that Fonte purchased
from the pueblo in 1622. These were converted into living quarters and a small
church before the construction of the main church and convento.
From this point you can return to the parking lot by retracing your steps or
turn right and walk around the church on the west side, then turn right again
past the buildings. Continue straight ahead to the mounds of the pueblo which
lies unexcavated. If going through the pueblo, continue straight along the path
to the junction by marker 18 and turn right. These mounds are the remains of
the Native American village that was occupied prior to the time of the Spanish
and up to the point of abandonment. The earliest occupation dates to around
A.D. 950 and the pueblo seems to have been a center for trade, especially the
manufacture of pottery. It is thought that the earliest inhabitants were
Mogollon who later left and were replaced by the Ancestral Puebloans, but the
sequence is not well understood. The Native Americans who lived here under
the Spanish were known as the Tompiro. At marker 19 you are looking at the
central plaza of the pueblo which was surrounded by two-story room blocks.
The circular depression just ahead is a kiva.
The trail curves around Mound J and follows along the arroyo which most
likely was the reason a village was established here. On the opposite side of
the arroyo is where the earliest Mogollon pithouses were built around A.D. 950.
By 1150, they were constructing pithouse villages. Around 1350, the Ancestral
Puebloans were moving eastward and occupied Abo. They built aboveground
jacal and masonry houses. It is not known whether they returned west or
integrated into the local population of the region.
The trail continues along the arroyo past the area immediately west of the
church which was built up by the Spanish. It loops around and comes back to a
junction; the path straight ahead returns to the parking lot, the path on the
right follows along the west side of the church on an old wagon trail.
South of the visitors’ center are the remains of a fortified ranch built by

Spanish sheep farmers around 1815. They lived there for about fifteen years.
Abo was unoccupied from its abandonment in 1677 to this time. There are
picnic tables at this point under the canopy.
This ends the tour of Abo.
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