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BIOGRAPHT

Born in london, !fe$Ykgini4 Sqtember 24,1918.

Elementary and high school in Fairmoot I[.Ya",

, graduafingin 1934 atagelJ.

aduated from W. Ya. State College at age 18 with a BS Degree in Mechanic Arts

in 1958. Began CPF* training in 1959 atV. Va" State.

Entered miliary service as first Negro Avialion Cadet inJrily, 1941.

Gradualed in first class offive Cadets, March 7,1942.

Commissioned Zrd LL, pilot and married Edidr McMllan
on March 7,lW atTcslegeAir Eeld Alabama

Duty as Fligfot Instruaor in Advanced flight Training SehooL

Appointed eommander of the ffi Eghter fruadron, Juae l, 194?.

Entered eornkt in NorthA&ica ia l{ay, 1943.

Beczme Deputy Cnmmander of lhe 332nd figlter Group,

laterCommander.

Ended Wbdd lfar II qittr more &an 100 missions against &e enemy

inAfrica, Europe aad the Middle East Reumed to US itr 1945.

Wf-€it;itiaa Pilot baia iag

.ollowing &ewar, became &e *niorAir Ccrps ROTC instruc{$r alftslagee
;titute, Alabama. Iater hecame fte Dean of &e School of Miliaq, ftience. The

rrge S" Roberts Quadron, Arnold Air Sciety, was nanred in his honor in 1950,

n 1950, reported to langlryAir Force Base as fre first Black to commsnd a

racially mixed unit in fte Air Force.

s assiped to Ft. Leavmworlh, Kansas as a shrdent in the U.S. Army Command

and General SaffCollege, graduating in 1952 wilh a Masters' Dqree.

Promoted to Colonel,June, 1952.

&alified in iets after Fr Lmvenwurth and reported tc Xore* in 19i3
as full Color4 commanding fie 51st Air Base Group.

Reported to Cfianute AfB, Illiaois in January, I $54,

,'ommander of the Maintenance and $upplyGmup and simulaneously serving

as Base Directorof Mat€riel.

In 1960, reportd to the 3l3th Air Division on Okinawa

Director of Materiel. This assignment, in addition to &e reqponsibilityforall
ntenance, supply, transportaticn and logistics flrnctions for all Air Force units,

also included *n livelihood of 800,000 Okiaawans as a side issue.

Ifl 1963, reported to *re Air Force togistics C,ommand et Grifrs AfB,

Rame, New York Respansible for *ll ground rad*r in the USAE

This included BMEltrS (Ballistic Missile EarlyWarning System),

the DEW line, the cortinental US. flight rader and the radar

conkolling &e Berlin Air Corridors.

In 1965, assigned to McClellan AlB, Sacrameoto, California to assuue

qponsihility for lhe Freedom fighter (f-104) for the entire Free Wbrld Just
lr to retirement, served as Deputyfor logirtics for most of tht fighters in 14et

Nam, USAF Space Missiles and overall logistics

fur the Facific Ocean arm.hours.
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6eory0 *adEditbRober* antfu twnPw af
VestWrgirrisstste {ww {httvrlsi$) in 19i9.

Retird in t96g from McclellaoAfB. Decorations include the

Distinsuished Eying Cross, Air force Commendation Medal with four

Oak tcaf clusters andtwo Presideutial Uuit Citatioils.

was a Commmd Pilotwi& more ftau 6000 hours.

following retirement becarne afiliatedwitir Wells fargo Bank

in Sacramento, Calilornia Served as Credit Officer, Training Officer for

the Yalley Division and retued as a Personal Banking Officer in 1982.

After retirement from rhe banh Col. (Ret)Roberts sened on numerous

boanls a*d committees in &e communityof Sacratnento, Califomla"

He was an Elder in St Stephers Presbyterian ChurcL serY€d onvarious

commitfees within the Sacramento Fresbytery and worked closely with

&e Meals A Ia Car, a communi$ organization prodding hot meals to the

elderly and homebound and &e *Hipsters," 
a support group for those

r&o have hip replacements. He was a c*founder.

col. {ReD Robens died on March 8, 1984 of a heart asack in

Sacraflrcnto, Cd" IIe is surriv€d by bis wife Edith, one son, three

daughters, two granddanghters, fourgraadsons and rfiree grear-

granddaughters, all in tht Sacram€ilto area"

h 1984, the Sacramento Chapter of the lirskqfee Airmen, Inc. was

rerurned the CEORGE S. "SpANtr' ROBIRTS Chapter in his memory.

Itr 1985, McClellan AIB honored him by renaming one of the

Bas€ streets ROBERTS AY${UE.

In 1986, Clmnute AFB, illincis also honoted col. {Re$} Rokrts by

dedicaling a nem dormitory in his name. ROBERIS HAIL has the cz4iacity

to house a thousand studerlrs'

Col. (Ret ) Roberts was a Mason and a Life Mmber of

Omega Psi fhi frai€mity 0935).

In July, 1999 a memorial bridge was dedicated md named the

GlO. S. "SPANIff' ROBEBIS MEMORIAT BRD0E in fairmont, XYa

On Decemb€r 17, 2004, he flrst flight Socielyinducted the

lxkegee Airmm into ttreir Hall of Fame by unveiling aportrait of

Col.(Ret.) Roberts andcen. B.O. Davis,Jr. ;' '

January 1, ?010 - AOSE BOVI PAIADE - One ofeightpictre panels

featred sn the Sest Covina Rose Bowl floar m[ded,
'llrskegee Ainaen * A Cttt Above."
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