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Things You Should Know Before Traveling to Puerto Vallarta

1. Safety Considerations: Puerto Vallarta is generally considered safe for tourists. However, it is always wise to stay aware of your surroundings and take standard precautions, such as avoiding poorly lit areas at night and not flaunting valuables.

2. Weather Patterns: The weather in Puerto Vallarta is warm year-round, making it a popular destination. The high season runs from October to April, with temperatures typically between 70-80°F (21-27°C). This period also coincides with the best time for whale watching, as humpback whales migrate to the area from December to May. The off-season, from July to September, can be very hot, with average highs reaching around 90°F (32°C), and this period also sees increased rainfall.

3. Transportation Options: Getting around Puerto Vallarta is relatively easy. Public buses are the most economical option but can be confusing for first-time visitors. Taxis are plentiful; however, it’s advisable to agree on a fare before getting in to avoid being overcharged. Rideshare services like Uber are also available.

4. Accommodation Choices: When choosing where to stay, consider areas like Zona Romantica for a vibrant atmosphere or the Marina Zone for proximity to the airport and waterfront activities. There are numerous hotels and vacation rentals catering to different budgets.

5. Activities and Tours: Puerto Vallarta offers a wide range of activities including ATV tours, cooking classes, sunset sailing cruises, and whale watching excursions. Popular tours include the Rhythms of The Night Cruise & Dinner show and various adventure sports that allow you to explore the natural beauty of the region.

6. Packing Essentials: Pack light clothing suitable for warm weather but include a light jacket or sweater for cooler evenings. Essential items include beachwear, comfortable walking shoes, sunscreen, and personal hygiene products. Don’t worry too much about forgetting items; there are plenty of stores nearby where you can purchase necessities.

7. Cultural Insights: Understanding local customs can enhance your experience in Puerto Vallarta. Spanish is the primary language spoken; learning a few basic phrases can be helpful and appreciated by locals.
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Part two:

Travel Tips for Puerto Vallarta


1. Bring a Pen for Immigration Forms
Make sure to pack a pen in your carry-on luggage. You will need it to fill out immigration forms upon arrival in Puerto Vallarta.

2. Get in the Security Line Promptly
After disembarking from the plane, head straight to the security line. Be prepared for potentially long wait times, which can range from 40 minutes to an hour.

3. Avoid Vendors Inside the Airport
Once you pass through security, you will encounter numerous vendors offering time shares, transfers, and excursions. It’s advisable not to engage with them; simply avoid eye contact and continue walking until you reach the outside of the terminal.


4. Finding Your Transfer
Your transfer service will be located outside of the terminal building. Specific details regarding your transfer will be provided via email 7-14 days prior to your departure date.

5. Currency Information
The primary currency used in Puerto Vallarta is Mexican Pesos (MXN). If you do not have pesos before your flight, they can be obtained at the airport ATMs or exchanged at most resorts.







6. Restaurant Recommendations


If you are looking for an off-property dining experience- 



We recommend:

· Mary Vino: This restaurant offers a unique dining experience where guests eat while seated in a pool.
· Langostinos: A beachfront restaurant that provides a fantastic dining experience during the beautiful sunsets of Puerto Vallarta.
· La Cappella: Offers stunning views of the iconic Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, making it a standout as a premier choice.
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Part Three:

Essential Packing List for a Tropical All-Inclusive Adult Trip


When preparing for a tropical all-inclusive adult trip, it’s important to consider both comfort and practicality. Below is a detailed list of essential items that will enhance your experience while ensuring you are well-prepared for the environment.

1. Travel Documents

· Passport: Ensure your passport is valid for at least six months beyond your planned return date.
· Travel Insurance: A copy of your travel insurance policy can be crucial in case of emergencies.
· Flight Itinerary: Keep a printed or digital copy of your flight details.
· Hotel Reservations: Confirmation details for your accommodation.
· Emergency Contacts: A list of important contacts, including local emergency services and family members.

2. Clothing

· Swimwear: Bring multiple swimsuits to enjoy the pool and beach.
· Lightweight Clothing: Pack breathable fabrics like cotton or linen; include shorts, tank tops, and sundresses.
· Cover-Up: For transitioning from the beach to dining areas.
· Evening Attire: Some resorts may have dress codes for dinner; consider lightweight dresses or collared shirts.
· Flip-Flops/Sandals: Comfortable footwear for walking around the resort and beach.


2. Reef-Friendly Sunscreen

· Look for sunscreens labeled as “reef-safe” or “reef-friendly,” which do not contain harmful chemicals like oxybenzone and octanoate. Brands such as Badger, think sport, and Sun Bum offer options that protect both your skin and marine life.

3. Hydration Essentials

· Tumbler Cup: A high-quality insulated tumbler will keep your drinks cold longer, especially in hot weather. Look for BPA-free options with a lid to prevent spills.
· Reusable Straws: Bring silicone or stainless-steel straws as many resorts have phased out plastic straws to reduce waste.

5. Personal Care Items
· Toiletries: Include shampoo, conditioner, body wash, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, etc. Check if the resort provides these items before packing.
· Medications: Any personal medications should be packed along with a small first-aid kit (band-aids, pain relievers).

· Insect Repellent: Essential in tropical climates to ward off mosquitoes.

6. Electronics
· Phone & Charger: Ensure you have an international charger if needed.
· Camera/GoPro: To capture memories; don’t forget extra batteries or memory cards.
· Portable Power Bank: Useful for keeping devices charged during excursions.

7. Beach Gear
· Beach Towel or Mat: Some resorts provide towels but having your own can be convenient.
· Snorkeling Gear (if desired): While many resorts offer rentals, bringing your own gear can enhance comfort and hygiene.

8. Miscellaneous Items
· Books/E-Reader/Magazines: Perfect for relaxing by the pool or beach.
· Light Jacket or Sweater: Even tropical locations can have cooler evenings or air-conditioned spaces.
· Water shoes
             

Recommended Optional Excursions:
Part Four
Hop on and off Bus
Create your own personalized itinerary for sightseeing in Puerto Vallarta on a hop-on hop-off bus tour. You'll enjoy privileged views of the seaside city on the top deck, as well as the freedom to descend whenever an attraction catches your eye. Plus, your ticket includes tequila tasting, a lounger on Mangos Beach, and entry to a chocolate factory.
Read more about - Hop On Hop Off Tour with Free Stops in Puerto Vallarta

Sayulita and San Pancho Tour
Join us on a fascinating journey to the charming coastal towns of Sayulita and San Pancho from Puerto Vallarta. In Sayulita, immerse yourself in its bohemian atmosphere as you explore its cobblestone streets full of craft shops and charming cafes. Then, in San Pancho, relax on its golden sand beaches and crystal-clear waters, perfect for surfing or simply enjoying the sun. Feast on delicious local cuisine and immerse yourself in the warm hospitality of these picturesque coastal towns. A day full of adventures and discoveries awaits you on our Sayulita and San Pancho tour!

Read more about - Sayulita and San Pancho Tour



Las Caletas nature reserve
Discover the secluded and sublime Las Caletas nature reserve on a full-day tour from Puerto Vallarta or Nuevo Vallarta. Cruise along the Bay of Banderas, then enjoy a wealth of activities, from kayaking, snorkeling, and swimming to jungle hikes and a cooking class. This family-friendly adventure includes a fulfilling and flavorsome buffet lunch in addition to an open bar. Bring Mexican cash to pay the small port fee on check-in.
Read more about - Las Caletas Beach & Adventure Park with buffet lunch and open bar

Whale and Dolphine Watching
This whale-watching tour provides the opportunity to give back on your Puerto Vallarta vacation. In the company of a biologist guide, you'll see humpback whales up close, as well as dolphins, turtles, and giant mantas in their natural environment and participate in a research project that helps to protect them.
Read more about - Whale and Dolphin Watching with a Biologist in Puerto Vallarta
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